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Wh RT REVEREND AND VERTV OV S 


28 Mother, hauing a purpoſe ac- 
cordiag tothe yiual maner of others; 
who publish any treatiſe, to preſent it 
to the gracctull acceptaunce of ſome 
qualityed perion,I haue made choice 
ol you tor a Patroneſle of this booke, 
whoc hauc engaged your ſelfe by the 
bands of the ſame holy religion, ro 
render all due honour, and reſpect to 
thee noble perſons, who haue borne 
the {tandard of the Crofle, foe couta- 
* 2 gioully * | 


The Epiflle Dedicatorie, 
gioully,yader the colours of S Frans 
cis, Andindeed your life, & the hues | 
of your vertuous {ifters,are framed & | 
inflicured according tothe ſamerule, | 
and in ſome things ( be it ſpoken to # 
Gods glory, and the cofortable hope ? 
of your reW $i lf yee perſcuere in wel | 
doing ) notwithſtanding the weake- Þ 
nes,and tendernes of your (exc, | yee 
goc beyond them in embracing rhe 
crolle by mortifications, and autteri- | 
tics, For beſides the wearingofhaire- ? 
cloth, sharpe diſciplines, frequert|me- * 
ditations , dayly mentall and vocall } 
prayers, lying vpon a cold and hard ? 
firawbdd| without ſtripping your ſel» * 
ues of your courſe and poore cloths 
yee weare, riling at midnight to ma- 
tins «hich things are comon to you | 
both,yce doc alſoe obſerue p« rpetual 3 
abſtinence from flesh, and cate but | 
| one 


| 
| 
| 


The Epiitle Dedicatorre. 

one poore meale in a daye,and beſide 
© yccareallwayes murd vp within the 
toure walles of your monaltery . To 
which obſeruations Capucins are not 
4 obliged tor iult caules, for thar their 
$ labour in {tudies, their preaching, & 
E inltructing of others, can not ſubſilt 


3 with them 


And becauſe among you, the prea- 
ceſt part is (prog from noble & prin« 
cipall houſes in our country, | doubt 
* not but the view & conl:ideration of 
$ thcir noble perions,will prouoke you 
7 to goeforward in your holy vocatis, 
$ without the leaſt faynting; which | 
1] {peake, not as doubting at your rcfo- 
4 lution and {trengrh giuen to you by 
3 him, whoeſpake by the mouth of his 
2 Prophettor aſlurace ot ſuch as yeare. 
2 E[a12.40.31, Children shall faint and las 
A your. youngmen hall fall by infirwitie. 
| 3 But 


'The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. | 
But they that hope in our Lord, shal'Þ 
chaunge their tren; pth . T hey *hall | 


fake winges as eaples . They chal, run« | 


ne, andnot labor , they shall walke, 


and not faynt, Yer good examples of 4 
thoſe whom yee affet more then # 


your one vaturall brethren (for the : 


bonds of grace doe tyc faſter in Joue 


then the hds of nature)leruc ror an 


Incitement, and encouragement to | 
you in going on well, in deſpite of all | 
Jniſtre tt1ggcttion of him whoe |fee- ? 


keth toſnpplant/all choſe that runne ? 


as yee doe, that vee may obraine ſuch Þ 


an incorr upp bic crowne. And it the 


examples of your owne exe preuaile J 
more with you, ] knowe vce are well 2 


{tored with them, ſoc that it should 


be vnnecellarieto put vou in mindof 2 


them otherwiſe, then by a blet{cd £5- 
memorati6 ofthem. 1 wall only pojat 
2t the ficlt noble Dames from whom 


' 


The Fpiitle Dediatorie, 
F you deriuc your (clues by true deſcet, 
7 Was notthe bleſſed mother of God, 
J the great Lady and miſtreſle, of that 
7 holy vow of virginitie which yee ma» 
# kc? whoe as S. Aug.noteth, euident- 
3 lic prooucd it by her aunſwere made 
2 vnto the Angcl,bringing her the ty- 
3 dings of conccauing the Sonne of 
God. Which was: How shall this be 
done becauſe I knowe not man? Luc. 1. 34+ 
$ Forshe wold not haue asked ſuch 2 
Z queltion how a woman should beare 
* alonne promiſed to her, if she had 


2 marryed meaning to haue carnal co- 


 pulacion. 8. Aug. cap, 4. de virg. Next 
2 inholy ſcripture, thoughe the pro- 
3 phetelle Anne was not a virgin, yet 
* $helived after her husbands death in 
J the [tare of holy widow hood, and 
* true deuout chaſtitic, and departed 
wt from the temple by faſting, © prayers 

* 4 ſer- 


" 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorte. 
ſerung night and daye: Luc,2. 37. whoe 
was a lively paterne of thatlife which 
yce profeſle, in that yee dwell conti- 
nuallic in Gods houſe, praying night | 
and day, and offering your prayers | 
accompanied with cotinual taſtings. | 
Now becauſe the thrice bleſled 
Virgin, and the propherefle Anne, 
did live 1ngle,and (cqueſtred from 0- 
ther companie ( for in the beginning 
of regeneration, as in the beginnings 
of humane generation, there was no 
multitude to be found ) yer within | 
few yearecs after, there was a conuent | 
of boly Virgins to be found , of whom the ? 
ſcripture 'maketh mention:(oe that your ® 
conuentuail life, hath ſprong from | 
the pure fountaine of Gods word | 
(which I note by the way, for the in- | 
{ſtruction of thoſe that are afrayd * 
without cauſe |of traditions of the ? 


church ' 


The Epi(Hle Dedicatorie. 
churchof God) and hath bene cuer 
ſince deduced to this age. Doe we not 
read that Phulipp the Eaugeliſt ( that 
is a preacher as S. Paul allo writeth to 
Timothie, 4&. 21. 9. Doe the worke 
of an Euanyeliſt) had foure daughters 
Virgins in his houſe, which did prophecie? 
In wich toure virgins, were conlecra- 
ced the fictt truits of deuour Virgins. 
Vpoa which place S, Hzerome, that 
graue and learned patron of Virgi» 
nitie noteth , that this was in Czſa- 
rea, Inquaex gentibus Ecclefia per centu= 
rionem Cornelium fuerat dedicata, etianm 
wirgmum prellarum preberet exempla, 
Flieron. lib, 1. cont, Town, That Cz(a- 
rea in which place thechurch was de« 
dicated by the centurion Cornelius, 
mightalſo yeeld examples of mayde 
Virgins, As thoughe he wold have 
layd, which he ſpeaketh in an other 
place 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


place inthe ſame booke that it wasa' 
thing molt requiſit, that Mole Ec- Þ 
clefie ralibus gemms decoraretur , that | 
the chaine which the ſpouſe of Chrilt | 
doth weare, should be adorned with | 


luch gemmes/and pearles. 


Heerin certes OUr POOre countrie # 
hath great cauſe of comtort, that al- | 


though yee, and other virgins of 0- 
ther orders bt relig on ( tor the 


Qu-ene , which 1s the church , in | 
golden rayment is compalled with | 
yaricty) can not ſerue God at home Þ 
in religious houles by reaton of the 1 


dithcultics of the time, yet doe yee 


in number dayly encreale, and clad | 


with the garmerts of him ro whom 
yee haue elpouled your (clues, to witt 
the garments of wyrche, alocs, and 
Calla (whichare mortification , hu- 
militie, and ſanCtification ) yee make 
your 


v 


The Epi(tle Dedicatorie, 
your houles shine as though they 
wereof yuoric, & becoming daugh- 
tersotthe kingof kings, yee haue 
dclighted him inthe honour yee giue 
him . Which 1s by lifting vp pure 
harts and hands conrtinuallic to hea- 
uen. Andnowalthough there be a_ 
chaos of {ca betweene you and your 
deare countrye, yetis it not {uch as 
was betweene Abraham,and therich 
man in the Goſpel: and therfore yee 
mult perleuere in all patience,and at. 
tend. Donec miſereatur Deus, till God 
take pitic of vs , For albeit God 
[whole iudgements are vnſercheable) 
doth remooue farre from our eyes 
any great hope of raiſing the walles 
of S10n, in that manner as they {tand 
and flourish in Catholique contries, 
yer ceaſe not yee to importune him 
with your holy prayers, and hope 
' apainſt 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
s 200 hope, knowing that God is 
able to ray{e vp\children to Abraham | 
out of veric {tohes, and perſuade your 
ſclues, that your prayers $hall not 
returne emprye. Sing with the Pro. | 
phert Dauid, Turme our captiurieo Lord | 
as atorrent m the ſouth, P(alm. 125.4. | 
and doubt not bur after your ſowing þ 
in teares, yee shallreape 1n ioyfulnes, 
Howloeuer yee goc weeping , and 
caſting ſceds, yctin the end shal yee 
come forth with exulcation, carying # 
our Sheaues , at the lealt 1nro that *® 
[ode barne, where pure wheate 
3s feuered from all chaffe, and drolle, 
Now good Mother, and deare {il- 
ecrs,if | haue afforded you anie com- 
fort by this {mall paines | haue ta- 
ken, as hope in your charitie yee 
will not denic! foe much to me, let 
me for my recompence be made 
| Pa: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
partaker of your deuotions , in re- 
commending me to our B, Sauiour, 
and his holy Mother, to whom I 
will not ceaſe to commend you hke- 
wiſe in my poore prayers, being cuer. 


Y our dewoted ſeruant 
and fremd R, R, 
c, Þ, 


em >a yy» . 
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THE PREFACE, 


ICQ Erit not ſeemne ſtraunge to thee (deate' 
» Reader) that the liues of theſe thres: 

Pak bleſſed religious men ſhould be publi= 
Aca2e (hed in our rongue: wheras we areſoe 
wellſtored with tuch admirable examples ofaun- | 
cient glorious ſaints, martyrs, and confeſſours | 


® 
4H 


£2 


of '/our nation, whoe as beyond all exception. 


haue bene eſteemed for fuch by the general voice: 
ot Gods Chuich, and haue {hined in miracles for! 
the more euidenr proofe of their ſanGtitie and pie=); 
tie. Bur as it is noe empeachement to the glory, 
and beautie of thole [jarres, which in greatnes,] 
and light farre exceed gthers, to haue round a«: 
bout them on euery ide other leſſer ſtarres, whole” 
lighr, vercue , and influenceis notcomparable ro 
theirs, yearather they are made more glorious, 
and the heavens are more beautihed by this gra» ' 
cefull variery of greater, and leſſer lights : ſoe is? 
Ir not inconuenient to produce fre{h {hining lam»; 
pes, andto fert them vpon candellticks ro gine 
lighr in the houſe of God ( which 1s his holy 
church ) elpecially if they be of the lame cele- 
itiall ſubſtance, luſtre; and vertue; yeal wiſh that 
as fuch ſtarres are diſcoucred dayly in our Ori-* 
zon,there were fome'or other {piricuall ſtarce-be- ; 
holder, that would point them out ro the view ? 
of the world: by which meanes their brighrnes * 
ight not only giuecomfort ro thole whoe be- 


m1 
old them, but theirkweer influence, and verrue! 


might 


/ The Preface. 
might be derived to others. 
And ſithence there be preſented to vs remouing 
only the vayle of a (traunge tongue, which coves 
red them and kept them from our fight. I thought 
itnot amiſle rodrawe this curtaine, and become 
the authours trarſlacour , which I hane endes= 
noured to doe plainly, and truely, thoughe not 
ſoe elegantly, and plentifully as the authour ox+ 
preſſerh himlelfe in his owne conception, 

And I thought firt to publiſh ths the rather 
for the comfort of Catholiques, who maie retoy- 
ce and blefſe God, thar ir oleaſed him ſtill coper- 
fume his holy church with the {weet odour of 
ſuch examples, and to continue that precious 
ointment of his holy ſpirgt, which fell vpon the 
head and ſhoulders of our firſt forefathers of the 
primitiue ages , and deriue it to the skirts and 
hems of the garments, running downe foe fre» 
quently and olentifully vpon many of this barren, 
and vnfruittull age, and principally vpon thoſe 
whoe can lay wi the prophet. Inraw & Ratas 
eultodire indicia tuſtitia tus, Pjalm. 118. y, 106, T 
Iware and haue determined to keepe the 1 
ment of thy iuſtice: and for more ſpeedy perfor- 
mance of holie vowes,and godly refoJution,def- 
pie all things created and folloyye their creatout 
with fuch feruour, 

I doe alforequeſt our aduerſaries in religion to 
conſider well , if the zree be knowen by the fraity . 
Math, 12. y. 33. 4s OUr Sauiour te: vs, whe 


thecthey ought nor , maugertheir malice to out 
religiong 


Oo 


The Preface. | ; 
teligion, to commend that tree which bring 
- ForiÞ ſuch fruir,” This is a marke plaine, and euis 
denico the ſenſe,where ir is alloe Jaid. Ex fruffhs 
bus eorum-cognoſcetis eos. Math. 7. 20, By theig 
fruits ye {ball knowe them, Soethat we m 
ſafely holde it for an irrefragable truth, chat trug 
Faith, and religion worketh in them thar frame? 
their lines according to the rule of their belcifey? 
true puritie and piety, expreſſed and teſtified outs" 
Wes by good warkes, thatothers (ceing thens? 
may glonhe their Father , which is in heauen,? 
This martrer is foe worthy due conſideration, tha 
x doe carneſtly beſeech, thole whoe are morall 
men among our countrimen,andloue vertucapd 
goodnes our of the| inclination of good nature, 
and per{wade themſelues that they hauc a perfe& 
it. - hate, and deteſtation of vice, ro examine this: 
|F-- point betrwene God, and their owne ſoule, as in> 
| Sifferently as they can, by commending themlel-} 
ues to God in ſimplicicie of hartfar this end , to 
knoye the truth, to examine, 1 ſaie whether: 
Catholique religion hath not better precepts and? 
rules wherby to order our life in the feare of God? 
and Joue of our neighbour, then theirs hath, 
And ſecondly I beſeech rhem to confider, wh 
they haue any amogthem comparable to Catho- } 
giques in all Chriſtjanvertue charicie, humilitie, 
obedience, modeſtie, chaſtitie ; con« 
tempt of the world/and mortification of the fleſh” 
andthe concupilcence therof, all which areto be 
inan eminent degree in thelc bleſled my 


6 


| 


The Prefact. Ns 
For the firſt'T knowe ſome Proteſtants will 
make noe queltion but boldly affirmeir, elpeci 
liethole whoe doe not well cefle& vpon therule 
of theic owne faith, and will not rake time to; 
examine the precepts of Catholike religion,trant- 
ported with a paſſionate preiudice agairlt Its 
which is alloe ſtrengthened by their nurture'and 
long cuſtome. And to doe them noe wrong 1n \ 
{peaking chis in generall termies, whete there may” 
be traude and calumniarion lequeſted without 
more expreſle {pecifying,lI will deſcend xo a more 
particular paralleling, and comparing of the one 
with the other, and touch ir breifly in'2. or 3« 
points. Firſt the Proteſtits teach(#)thar faith aly 
doth iuſtihe, and that good workes have N0e-Part | 
Mm fultification , A principle moſt pernicious, and*.  - 
not only oppoſite to ths expreſle words of holy* '# 
 fcripture which fairh. Doe you ſer that byWorkers © 
man is ittified and not by faith only? Burn his 
owne nature ouerthrowing workes, and- 
breeding a dul drowſines in thole thar have this 
diſealec in theic brajne, that they need not Waken 
2nd ronze themlelues vp to doe any ſuch worked 
which are not better prized, and valued in the 
preſence of God, to whole honour & glory they 
be principally dire&ed. Neither isir any meruaile 
it their faith which is a fick, mens dreame,doth va- 
niſh awaie into nothing, ir being but a conceited 
application of the iuſtice of Chritt grounded 
their mere frothy imaginaris; foe het when 
come to wake out of rhis dreameeather by 
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tnercy in awayting them in this world, or over fa- | 
king them by bis 1 rin the next, they be:y 
like ro therich men of whom the Prophet Dauid!- 
ſpeaketh . Dormierunt ſomnum ſuum & nihil inues.” 
nerunt. in manibus ſuis . [They flept their ſleepe,," 
and found nothing in their hands. (4) Luth.in Gals | 
2.405. fdl.205. Apologis Confes. Auguit.cap. de ite © 
ſificat, Calum, in Gal.2.y,16, & aly omnes, $. loans , 
2.v. 24. Pſalm.75.v, b. | 

The ſecod principle is,(b)that euery one which - 
hath chis beleifo, and apprehendeth the iuſtice ok. 
Chill as. his owne, is certainly ſaued , and he iv 
bound to beleiue ic as vndoubredly chathe is one . 
of Gods ele, as he doth beleiue Chriſt to be 
God, and:o raigne in glory with his Father, Can. | 
this wonderfull preſumprion , and ſtraunge con- | 
fdence ſtand with thatawefull honour and reue- 
rence due to Gods diuine maieſtie , whoo tea« ; 
cheth vs by the mouth oof his holy Apoſtle Saint, | 
Raul , toWorke our ſaltation with feare and tr 

?Willa ſonne which can not be disinherice 
by his Father,be ſoe caxefull nor to offend his Fa- 
ha) as when be knoweth by offending him gret» | 
ly he incureth hazard of loofing his enhetis © 

Kb I ſhould jn1vs/ we an end, ifI ſhould 
reciteche many da which are opee * 
nedtoall vice and inne by wh. doQrine; As that - 
which they holdalſo for a 2 fn damentall point,to / 
wir,thar iris (c) ea ble ro keepe Gods come 
mandements, and aorta ynoe obli 1s > 
god ypon (bene tend; that (d) al good * 


workes 


The Preface. (-b/.6 221006 
workes are in thelclues bnnes, though they pro- 
ceed fro Gods grace as the fountaine, & log muſt 
be odious in themſclues, & abomimable to God. 
(b) Bucerus in Collog, Ratisban. Caluin, lib,z. inflis. 
cap.1.4 16.6 40, Perris, MATTY Commun. 1 Caps 8, 
ad Roman. 1, Corin. 7+ 15, (c) Lurb. delibert, Chrilte 
tom.2.ſel.4, Caluin, is Aeneill, Contil, Trident. ſof+ 
19.c4Þ,12. p4g.284., Daneus controners, de baptiſms 
cap 15. pag. 389. & alijpaſrim. (d) de captiuit, Babyls 
fol.80,6 mm Aſſert, Artic.z1.fol.109.Caluin tih.3.11fts 
(4Þ.17.F. 1, Tunis CONRT OR, 4s lib.z. (4.2. 

The Catholique do@trine reacheth ys an other 
path , which though it be more narrowe and 
ſtraight as the yay to heauen is, Yet isit 4 dire 
and certaine truth: for it InſtruRerh vs thy good 
workes muſt neceſſarily accompanie faith, that 
doing good workes in purity of a good _ ſclen- 
ce, we maie haue a grearand cormfo 
of artayving heauen , that being ſiren mg | 
with Gods grace,we are able to keepe God nor 
commandements, and thart by the vition of 8 
ho'yJpicit this burden is made light, 8 this york 
| weere:that good workes are ſoefarre from b 
odious in his fight, that they ate mericorious and 
(hall be Cw ardad which that, enge ſerve bone quis 
1» pace furiti lelis ſupra mults te conſticuam, well 
fare thee good, and fairhfull ſeruant,becaule thou 
haſt bene faihfull ouer a few things, I will place 
thee over many things, encer into theioye of t 
Locd.There aremany Catholique bookes w 
doe tear tmoſt amply thele deſtcultiue pints k 
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The Preface. 7 
our Aduerlaries d»Qtrine, trot only repugnaut tor 
ſupernatural light of truth revealed to vs, but? 
alſoe tothe light of natyrall reafon , which al-; 
though'it be dimme and vyeake in compariton of! 
the ſupeniiatural,yet hah it nothing direH&ly con-! 
contrarie or oppolite tq ir, For what is more va». 
reaſonable,thenthat God which is the fountaine 
of all goocnes, &illuminateth euery one which,” 
cometh incothe world, and hath made man ac-* 
cording to this owne| image and likenes in his 
foule, and fice will, and endowed him with his 
grace purchaſed by his-ſons merits afrer,he had: 
delivered him out of the hands of his enemy,to. 
whom he had made himlelfe captive by flinae, * 
ſhould notwithſtandipg. lezue him fo wouns 
dedand infeſted, that he ſhould finne mortally 
In all his beſt workes, and that all his pious cn-, 
deauours,and trauailes, all mortifications of con- | 
cupiſcence, adts of charitie, chaſtirie, and humis 
Jizie and other Chriſtian vertues, ſhould haue no 
thing in themlclues, but the corruption of dead» ? 
le poilon, | | | f | 

I coubt not but thefe things ſound foe harſh 
in the eares of any indifferent man, that he will 
hardly beleive them at the firſt, till he reade, and 
ſee the bookes of his owne Rabbins, which 
ſtourely defend theſe|horrible paradoxes. 

And nowe will I deſcend to the liues of xeli- 
gious men, by which rhe former point is alſoe: 
prooued, thar Catholique religion is the rrue 
natuiall , and nowling mother of good . life, 


The'Prifatte 

Theſe are they whoe hatieentered into'a more 
{traight waye of perfeftion, and'therfore, when 
their lives are aunſuerable eo their profeſſion as 
God be thanked there is a great mulrirude of 
fuch) are much honoured anc reſpeted by-Ca- 
tholiques, whoe by vertue of this approbation are 
alloe made fellowe members with chem, 'and 
participant of their prayers, and merits, Bur ro 
proceed wich our adueflaries,and to manifeſt yer 
more their hare to' pienie'and vertue , "Noe; they 
not I pray you, {cornefully reiect, and condemns, 
this maner of life as ſuperſtirious? Doe they not 
labour to make ir odious, ' and abbminable 
Therfore that it may not ſeeme ſo kiydeous'1 
thele bleſſed men,that I my make their acc 
more ealie euen among thele which would cry 
them downe with loude hooting, giue mel 
to preſent to thy eyes (deare Reader) their bleſe 
ſed predeceſſours , whom the. holy\'booke of 
God hath marked our, and left vs their memor 
as worthy to be enrolled and regiltred #6 ui 
ages. Num.6.n.2.3, To beginne with the'Nazg-" 
nces, whole vowes in obſerving cerrain thinges 
not commaunded yyere eſteemed moſt holy, 
acceptable in Gods fight, of whom tome 1i 
gared themliclues from the ordinarie ſtate "OF, 
people for a tyme, and to be limited by the pats. 
ties themlelues, ſome were perperual as Sathp- 
fon. W hat doe Nazarites ſignitie 'as $, Gregory 
well noterhin his 33. booke of his morals, 7 
the 23. chapter? Bur thoſe that voluntarily abſteſne 
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om things otherwiſe Ul,as from eating fleſh” 
ah oy > y 1m dayeand times, or altogether ; 
from marriage, from propriety in worldly goods; 
and the like, Fr Whh 
Are not thele alſoe direQtly intimated in the 
33- of Deuteronomie,where the perfeQtian and |} 
oQrine of the holy man of Leui is delcxibed. * 
Hethat ſajd to bis father and mother , I know you 
wor, and to his brethren I knowe you not, and 
they knowe hor their children , rheſe kept thy 
word, obleruedthy couenanr, thy 1udggtnents a 
Jacob, and thy laywe'o Iſrael, they ſhall purt 
bacenſe ws thy furic , and Holpcauſt ypon thine altar. 
od the Prophet Dauid, Pſal. 44+. 11. alludety; 
cunto by waye of exhartaiion to this perfecs! 
Kon, Aud: filia&c, Heare odaughter, and encline 
thyne care, and forget thy fathers houſe, | 
May we not ſay trulythat Helias, Heliſgus, 
and S, John Baptiſt leddthis kind of life, and 
were for it reputed of eminent ſanQitie , and 
4 ie? The children ofthe prophets are ſtyled by 
+ Ferome, the monkes| of the old ceftament, 
6 prophetarum quos monagchos in veteri teflaments 
Fs 6, S. Hier, 1 epift, ad Reuſticum, The chil- 
Wdrep of the prophets, whom we reade to be 
the monkes in the old reftament, liued neare the 
Mpghes of Iocdan, vpon batly flouce and wild | 
TIDES. | | 
'The ftriQt lives of theſe holy men hauecauſed | 
ch ag bartburniog in theficſt newe Goſpellers 
that they (ought all wayss poſſible, and vied - F 
| | ae * 


he 


The Pref4tts RIEL 
the ſhifrs they could inuent ro diſgmſethls truth. 
It would be too Jong to infiſt much heerin, I will 
only point at their expoſitions vpon the firſt 
chapter of $, Marke,and the third of $, Mathew 
where S. Tohns holines of life is comeded by the 
Euangeliſts and for proofe of it, his hard, and 
roughe garments of camels haire, and his poore 
foode of locuſts, and wild honyis repreſenred by 
them. Some of their newe glofſers will needes 
haue men beleiue,that this fort of garment, was 
but ſuch as poore countrie men wore, and ſome 
others that ic was a fine kind of garment which 
we call chamblett, which may become a mt- 
niſter more then of an ordinary ranke to weare. 
NA4ratks in ſua cata, Danid Chytrens in3.cap. Ma- 
thei. | 

And Caluin in his harmonie ſaith of Catholi- 
ques. Q nod per fettam fere inſtitiam in externis layuis 
conftitunnt & quod finxernnut Toannem in vita fſali- 
raria abborruiſſe 4 communi vinendi more fieut erenti- 
te, & monachi. That Catholiques do put in a man- 
ner perfe@t juſtice in externall viſards, and that 
they haue feyned, that Iohn ina lolitary kind of 
life was farre trom the commonmanner of liuin 


as Eremits and Monkes, Will they beleiveour 
$aujourg reſtimany of him, whae commended _ 
him for his tries in cloathing and nouriſhing 

himſelfe? Q wid exiffic, &c, Math, 11. v.18. Wh F 


, PR 


went ye out to ſee? A man cloarhed 

garments? Doth not he commend him fot the 

comgary ? And againe yenit Todnnes ER 
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The Preface. | 
Tohn Baptift came nether cating bread nor drins 
king wine, and yefaie, He hath a Deuill: our of 
which place it is [ufficiently prooued that he lived 
ſoc vpon locuſts and wild honie,:hat he whohie 
abſtained from bread and wine. 

Howe often doth the holy ſcripture come 
mend the putting on of lackcloth, as a worke 
of penaunce, wherby Gqds wrath againſt ſinne is 
appealed? And what is the religious habir of theſe 
men, but a garment of continuall penance , and 
humilia:10 of themſelues, foe that ic may be truly 
{aide of them, ſemper monnficationem leſu Chriſti is 
corpore circumperant,) (They beare alwaies about 
with them the mortihcation ot Ielus Chrilt . But 
with what dildainetul eyes doe Caluinilts behold 
them? If your repreſent to them our. Saujours 


- wordes, Ol:m im c4licro &f (inere panitentiam egiſſent, 


They had heertofore done penance 1n lackcloth, 
and a{hes, They wil ainliyer you out of the gloſle 
of Caluin vpon that place, Panitentia big ab exters 
Ms ſigns deſcribitur, quorym tunc ſolennis vſus erat 
21 ecclefia, non quod in hanc partem mſiitat Chriitas, 
ſed quia 4d vuls captum ſe wflettir, 1 hat penaunce 
1s here delciibed by outward figne, becaule there 
was a {olemne vie ot them 1n the church of God, 
not that Chrilt doth infill jn this part, bur becaule 
he enclinzth himſelfc to the vulgai capacity.Dorh 
He not blowe hote, and cold our of the lame 
mouth?Heis forced co laie that irwasa lolemne 
vle , and cuſome of Gofs church, and yer that 
Our Sauiour Ipeaketh itrapher rocongeſcend vnto 
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The Preface. 
the popular opinion, then charthe thing ofirſelfe 
is of any great worth, or value . The recirall of 
thele monſtrous words loe oppolitto the praftiſe 
of Gods holy church , and toe {hametully glol- 
ling and {bifring the wordes of him that 1s the 
wiledome of his heauenly Father, and the truth, + 
it ſelfe, may lerue, | hope, tora reproofe of ſuch 
doctrine, and lufficient conturation of loe man 
feita falſhood. 

I doe the more willingly enlarge my lelte ſome 
what in this matter, becaule it maieappeare tht 
Caluiniſts doe not only in praQtile, bur alſoe in 
precept oppole thele mortihcations. Soe that 88 
we behold them (welleing in ſuch carnall doc- 
trine,we may iuſtly applic to them that which 
the holy Apoſtle doth fortel] of carnal ſeducers, 
O worum Deus yenter eſt. Philip. 3- 19g, And then 
why maie not theſe mockers of Catholiquesfor 
ſuperſtiris in thele auſterities better deſerye ro be 
taxed as Tertullian witrily and ſharpely inucieth 
againlt them? Quorum Deus venter eſt, pulmo tem- 
plam eft ,aqualiculus altare, ſacerdos coquus, cumrors 
tharitas im cacabis feruet, tota fides m alients galet, 
tota (pes in ferculis 14cet, Tertuliats contre pyſticon 
| bb. 5. whoſe Godis their belly, their lungs are 
their temple, their gurs is their alcar, their prei 
Istheir cooke , whole charitie boilerh in kerrels, 
all their faith is heatedin caldorns, all their hope 
Is placed in their diſhes. I write not this to vp= 
braide all our aduertaries with this manner of 


lifeknowing well that there are many moderat 
morall, 
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The Preface. 
morall , and ſober men among them, whoe aty 
farre in praQtile from this epicuntme, or rathe 
beſtialiie, but I may aftirmechis tor a truth, that 
their precepts, and rule of religion doe leade db 
rely co gourmandile, and belly cheare, wherg 
according to them, all retraining of meate, rhat 
we couett moſt, though it be accompanied with 
obedience vnto our holy mother Gods church, 8 
accounted impious, all orderly lett falts, reieQed 
as ſuperfluous, orrather as {uperititious. But l& 
not Catholiques be amated or oi{couraged trom 
pradtjle of thele things bytheic crie, and repro& 
thes, but let every oneembrace them,nor ſhrine 
King one inch in that ſtation of lite ro which hes 
called, yea rather, as the/prophet ſpeakerh in his 
owne perſon,or the perſon of our Sauiour pro- 
pherically rouching his enemies. W hen they Wed 
wgroubleſome to me, I did puit on cloth of haire, I bum- 
bled my ſoule in faſting, Pſal.34. 13. oe ought Ca» 
tholiques humble chemtelues the more, thattheit 
humiliation may be as a ſacrifice oftered ro God 
not only for themſclues, but even for thoſe that 
out of blind ignorance of malice doe y{s luch bit- 
terexprobrations. And becaule the liues of blel- 
ſed men is principally tolſtire vs vp tothe imitas 
rion of their heroicall, and moſt chriſtian vertues, 
Jervs make thar prohtr, | and benefittof peruſing 
them, that we follow them,not only in their [pt- 
yicuall deuotions, and mortifcations, but alſoin 
ſome corporall exerciſes forthe berter —_ 
of the other, both ro out, owne Wie cock 
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The Preface» 
for the edification of others, Let vs ſett before 
oureyes, thele preachers, whoe to roule vs our 
BB of the lethargic of finne, come vnto vs not vnlike 

thoie «rn A which ſhall come in the time of 
Antichriſt ( who as S. lohn noreth) ſhall pro» 
phecic.Cloatbed in ſack loth,and 1 their Whole courſe 
ef life did ſett their face to our Lord God to praie and 
beftech him in faſtings, ſackloth and asbes,4poc. 11,3s 
Daniel. 9. 3. and now after the winter ſtormes 
which they endured log chearefully, and volun- 
tacily for Gods glory, and comtorr of others, are 
entertayned by him which ſong that ſyeetelong 
to his ceare ſpoule ſurge amicd mes & veni Can 
tice 2. 20, Ariſe make halt my lone, my doue, 
beautifull one and come, tor winter 18 nowe 
the rayne is gone, and departed , the flovers 
haue appeared jn ourland . And now they being 
exalted vpon high thrones in heauen, are made 
partakers of Chriſts promiſe which he made to 
S, Peter, andtoall that leaue all, and follow him; 
Amen Ilayeto you: that ye which haue followed 
me in the regeneration, whenthe ſonne of man 
(hall fictin the ſeate of maieſtie, ye ſhall alſoeſett 
vpon twelue ſeates iudging the twelue tribes of 
licacl. And euery one that hath left houſe or bre- 
thren, or ſiſter, or Father, or Mother, or wife, ot. 
lands for my names ſake , ſhall receaue an hun» 
dredfold, andſhall pofleſle life euerlaſting, Ther- 
fore I adviſe our deare countrimen, whoe haue 
1 auerſion from ſuch religious men by the cor- 
upt Contagion of theſe times ſuckr in trom theix 
cradle 
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The Prefaces 

eradle to purge themſclues trom this bitter gall, 
and to forbeare all concempruous cerition , Teal 
they condemne hemll to late when they 
ſhall be forced to fate, Hs ſunt quos habummus mde- 
riſum, & fimulitudinem improperi). Sap. 5.v.z. Theſe 
are they whome we had lomerimes in derifion, 
and ina parable of reproach. Behold howe they 
are counted among the children of God,and theu 
lott 1s among the Saints, | 

And whiles they ſhall be entreated bur to ſul 
pend their diſdainefull ſentence, and to reade 
their lives with true candour, and indifferency,, [ 
doubt nor, but atrerthe reading they will changs 
their note and ſay that they were fuch , of whom 
the world was not wyorthie, Heb.ci.v. 38.2and that 
they ſoe offered vp themſelues both in body and 
{oule ynto God, that they might ſaic with the 
prophet. Q ud mhi et incelo, & te quid volui ſu: 
per terram* Deus cordis mes er pars mea Deus in atera 
num, VV hatisro me 1n heauen, and beſides thee 
what would I vpon earth? God of my liart and 
portion for cue! Pſal, 72, 26. 
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WELVE POINTS 
BREIFLY SETT DOWNE 
in commendation of the rule of 
the Friars called Minours, 


EXNEAL L rules of Relivion approoned by 
C Gods church ,are 200d, holy, and per» 
fedt,and are 10 leade the obſerners of 
them aſſuredly to perfettion. But not+ 
w:*h/landins ſome haue preeminence before 0+ 
thers, & in ſome things alſoe inferiour to others 
Vecauſe al manner of per fetTions can not be found 
equally in the ſame place.Non omnis fert otn- 
Wa cellus. Licry forle doth not yeetd all man- 
J 7 of raine or fruit. The church doth appro- 
JJ -r/at this ſpeech ro eutry ſaint, Non eft inuen- 
25 11m1lis alli. Ther vas not found his match: 
and it is Iruc « For euery ſaint hath had ſome 
partuulay grace of the holy ghoit,and ſome pre- 
deminant qualitic, hich others hane nos had- 
WJ » ike caſe may ve 2ruly ſpeake of ſome peculiar 
97 <ce and perfection of enery particular rule of 
$7 cg0n, which is not common 10 others. 


Twelue [points 

This rule zs commendable- | 

 - #+ By reaſon of the authour inſpired, and (cli 
of God ro publiſh it in his church. Whoſe miſcion 
was authoriſed by infinite miracles dowe by him, 
both before and after his dearh : and cheifly by 
that great miracle,a miracle of miracles, Which 
was the impreſsi0n of thoſe holy ftremes and 
warkes. 3 

2. By reaſon of the mattcr , and contents of 
it. For it doth not teach any other thing , th 
ApoFolicall,and Euanzelical life , ſoe that it i 
an imitation of the life of Teſus Chrift , and if 
his Apettles,not only to preach, but alſae in th 
manner of preaching the Goſpel. | 

3. By the approbation made miracmouſly by 
holy Fathers by infinite acclarations, and intcr- 
pretations of the cheife Paſtours and Biſhops, & 
likewiſe generals councels hoe hane or h; oby 
eftcemed this rule , that they haue taken tht 
paynes to explitat it as it is Written at lenghye. 
Which is not common t9 any other rule. 

4- By reaſon of the byeunie,and fevnes of the 

- precepts contayned in it; to witt,of ſuch preceptht 
as ave abſolute and doe oblige. 

5. By reaſon of the great facilitie . 1t coms! 
wandeth noc other thin 7 in, a manner , bil 
ſtraight powertie. For that is the prin:ipal _ 
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In commendation of the Rule. , 
6. For antiquitie fake, _ it is the moR 
auncient rule among thoſe Which profeſſe poner= 
tie, vith beggery. | 
7. By reaſon of the great multitude of thoſe 
hoe embrace this rule , For at this time only 
$, Frauncis ſeemeth ro hane more houſes , and 
more ſoldiours , whoe ſerne wonder his banner, 
then all ether orders together. 
$. By reaſon of the ſimplicitie of the Hyle. Far 

euen as the auncizs Fathers doe prone theerath 
Wof the holy ſcripture by the lowlimeſſe and ſan- 
Wlicitic of the #yle:ſor We may produce this con- 
ideration in this rule Which is compoſed in ſoe 
plainc a iyle, foe naturall , and con ormable to 
be Apoilolicall (t le, end ſoc farre from curtons 
words or humane prudence , that thoſe whoe 
eade it mo#? ſaye. This 1s the finger of God. 

9- 1t hath bene found ſoc perfect and dinine, 
hat many Religions haue made much wſe of it, 
nd haue transferred many excellent precepts of 
t nto their rules and conilitutions« | 

10. By reaſon of the diſcrcetnes.For it ts not 
 auitere , and foe rigid, as ſome Would make 
, but it applyeth it ſelfe to the matter or ſub- 
a on Which it aworketh,vemitting and refet- 


Ing many things to the conſciences of the Su- 
rionrs 
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Twelue points In commendation &c. 

t 1+ Þy reaſon of therreditt , and reputation | 
it hath With ſecular mep, of all  forxs. Paucrty is. 
not exuyed. And this is the cauſe of the multi*. 
plication. For nature hyth ſoe ordayned , that 
the leait creatures are most fruitfull , and the! 
greate#l barren and vnfruitfull. \ 

I2. By reaſon of the profitt which it brin-. 
geth, not on!y to the Irefeſſors of it , but 20 
the Whole Chriitian world. For it hath yeel- 
ded ercat numbers of great Prelats "Defeats, 
Martyrs and ConftſJouys, and many other ex- 
cellent men , Whoe hage bene ereat ornaments 
of the holy Churche. 
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I THE LYFE OE 
THE REVEREND: 


FATHER, F, ANGE L 
loyeule a Capmnching ; and prea 
cher: beforc his entrie into Tm 
gion, Duke Pecre, and Mars 

of France,and gouernoitr dep 
ted by the kinginLangy 
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of bis Aft! and nobilitte. 


Tur FiRsST Curran: 


T is noſmall honor, = 

to be nobly borne, but Nec 

more eminent in. the” 

-god, wheniris accom 

true vertue. Manije there 'at who \ ond 
one,nor with out great glorie and applaiſe: but 

few of thTattaine to rhe FEES the "— 


& . Thelifeof the Rewerend Father 
And yer notwithſtanding this worldlie and 
rranſirorie glorie', in \compariſcn of immonall 
( wherwith the bleſſed ſow les ar glorified) de. 
ſeruerh rather to be reputed a dreame,ora sha« 
dowe,then aniereal/qualitie. For ir dependeth 
meerly vpou the opinion of morrall men , and 
ſd conſequenilie quicklic dyeth , and fadech: 
when ſolid yertue whole perfetis ( if ircould 
be ſeen with cocporall eyes) would rauish men 
with her eminent beaurie, and doth in deed 
crownethem rhart embrace her , with immor- 
eall law rels,w bich live and floorish,for al erers 
niticin Paradiſe . For god ( who of his infinite 
goodnes, harh made vs heires of this kings 
tme,yer ſo that wemake purchaſe of it by our 
workes , a5 our bleſſed ſauiour hath boughrir 
with the price of hjs blood) doth not regard 
bare ticles withour effe&s. For in deed the 
more eminent men are, and mounted aboue 
the commen and ordinarie rank : ſomuch the 
morear they bownd to excell others: and ro 
manrtaine their dignities, by the extraordinarie 
practiſe , of the heroical vertnes of the Croſle, 
So that their examples, may ſerue to guideand 
condud others, ouer whome hey ar ſetr ( for 
thatis gods holic ordinance) : and fo diſchars 
the dangers 


their dnetie, rhey may auo 

Lolo dreadfull * Za = ex! (hy denouns 

ceth to the great ones of this world :; The 

mightic shall ſuffer mightic rorments. The 
TT 1 bleſſed 
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F. afiaget of Toyeuſe, 3 
bleſſed father Angel of Toyeule, as -admitable 
in the one; as imitable in the other, both in the 
world ,andin religion, knew ſo well to ioyne 
vertue with nobilitie, and ſo to beare hymlelF, 
thac he enobled hym ſelf, with maimeining 
this happie match ofthe one with the other. 
Touching his noble deſcent itis well knowen, 
that the moſt honorable and noble familie of 
loyeule ( from which he diſcended ) hath been 
andis, one of the moſt ancient, and moſtillu- 
ſtrious families, not onelie of Languedock,bur 
of all France : out of which ar come manie no+ 
ble and worthie perſons , whoſe vertues and 
memorable cxployts, ar eternifſed by happie 
demonſtrance of s effes, and witnelled 
monumencs,to the view of the worlde.' 'The 
Hydres or water- Adders which _ bearefor 
their armes, ſubdewed by their firſt progeni- ' 
tors; haue ſerved to incire their poſteritie, to, 
braue aduentures, when they were tobe yn- 
derraken for the defence of the Churche-'or 
the ſtare. And forenidentproofe hereof the 
moſt -chrittian kings ( whom god hath honou- 
red, with thetitle and graces afthe eldeſt, and 
hrlt borne ſonnes of the church) haue giuen 
reſtimonie of rhetr valeur, and worthe,by Cons 
ferring vato them ricles and honours due one«| 
lie ro eminent vertues. For owt of this how” 
ardiſceded Maiſters of the Campe, -Marsballs, 
Admitalles , Dukes, and Peeres of France. 9» 
A 2 that 


4 The life of the Rewerend father. 
that it may be rightlie called , a templg of hos 
nour, built ypon a hrme foundation of verrue, 
and prowelle. Which conſideration thaky 
moued the princes of bloode in France , and; 
the malt princely familie of Loxraine , raj 
ſearch after this famylic and honour itwhich, 
theiralliance. k 
During the raigne of Lewis the eleuenth,, 
Lewis Toyeuſe matried lane de Bourbony 
which marriage. caafed great publick ioyet, 
which ir pleaſed god alſo to blefle, with happie! 
and fruittull iſſew,of the Counts of Charrres,, 
ahd Boneual, ( who {prung fromthem ), Ats4 
terward Anne Ioyeuſe, Admirall, Duke, and; 
Peere of France, married Margaret of Lorraii, 
( fiſter of Lewis of Lorraine;, wyte. of Henry, 
thethird), And in our tymc, Hennette Toyeulſe,] 
daughter of Hery Ioyeule, Count of Bouchage, 
(who was the blefledfather Angel of whom! 
wetreate) was matricd to Henry of Bour-! 
bon, Duke of Motupenlier ( one of the moſt 
noble grafts thax ever came from that royall: 
familie of S. Lewis): And after his deathe: 
(forhedyed inthe yeric flower of hisage) he: 
was married to Charles of Lorraine , Duke of 
Guiſe, who had byhcr, a noble and happie 
iſſew, of ſuch rowatdnes, thatthey doenow in 
the blade of their render infancie,, giue great! 
hope of extraoxdinarie vertue in more pertect. 
age, when they shall Know , how much it im# 
| porterh 
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4 PF. Anvell of Toyeuſe. 5 
arteth'them , to follow the example of their 
erand-farher (this bleſſed fa; Angel)and nor to 
degenerate, from that noble ſtock :6Ff Guile, 
from whencethey ar come : Which hath bene 
renoumed for manic noble rriumphes* had 
ouer the faracens, forthe honour of the crolle 
of Chriſt : and hath bene ſince for manlenges, 
asit wore the (word, and boucler of rhe'Ca- 
tholick ſaich , in ſubdewing rebellions and re- 
uolred miſcreanrs : and reducing them tothe 
obcdience of their holiemorther, rhe Cathd- 
lique, Apoſtolique, Roman church: Out bf 
which there is no faithe,no pierie,no religion, 
no charitie, no grace,no merit, and'confequTt- 
lieno (aluation; It being therfor enident,, thar 
this familie, is ingalarticadomed with thele 
great alliances, ver not with ſtanding iris made 
more [amons, by the ations of heroicall'ver- 
tacs, which as lirle brighe fires, affixed'toa 
heauenlie globe, hane ſo beaurificd thefome 
ot bleſled farher Angel, that his lyfe hath bene 
as a wander of rate perfection, enemin'rho 
indgoment of molt wiſe, and tudicipus behol 
ders therof, 
He wasthe fonne of William Toyenſe,aman 
ol (t1gular pietic, and great courage: who was 
honoured by Henry the ſecond, in admirring 
hym to his order of knighthood ; and efta. 
blihed hym Lieutenant in Languedoc: wher- 
he execured thar charg*, with ſo great! prit- 
3 dence, 


- 


6 The bfe of the Reverend father. 
dence, and moderation , for the {pace of fine 
and thirtie yeares; that for acknowledgment 
of his merites, he was made Marshall ot Fricg 
by Henry the Third, | 

His mother was Marie of Batarnay , a woe 
man of (o carepietic,and example of good lytez 
thatitmay wellbe thought, that God { who 
doth often bleſle the children, tor theyr parenss 
ſake)did powrethetorrent of his benedictions 
vpon her children , |tor her ſake, And albeit 
there haue bene manie excellent and molt ver- 
tous dames, which haue eyther diſcended af 
this houſe, or bene allied toyr: yer she was, as 
it were a mirroirin represGring them all;& had 
none of thoſe good qualities wanting , which 
anie in particular , | or all in generall had-in 
them of worthie remarke, 

She was called rhe mother of the poore, 
hauing mericedreallie, that happie title:5he did 
often vilite priſons,and ho(piralls; and was ex* 
traordinatily charitable ro rhole shametaſt 
poore , who were in great neceſſitie , and yet 
did nor publiquelie beg relicfe, of which (og 
of poore, there is great quanritie, 

Her afteftions were wholie bent to deno» 
tio,and her thoughts were nor faſtned to anie 
earthlic rhings, but all waies rayled towards 
heanen, She was free from all {port of ambit 
$101, havinoan averſion from the Court, lis 
ping With all contentement jn Fangocdocly 

| Wit 


F. Angell of Toyenſe, 7 
with her huſband, not withowr ſinguſar edifi- 
cation ofthe whole prouince by the” luſtre of 
her example. In 

And for the Court,she had wholie abidoned 
all memorie , as she di: all affeftion of ir : had 
she nor bene forced to liue ſome yeares ther, 
partlie to fatisfic the deſires 'ofthar pions & 
religious Quene, Lowiſe of Lorraine :. and 
partlie to take charge of her children, wholi- 
uing then in great honourand eſteeme, were to 
be goucrned and guided, by her preſence, leaſt 
the feruour of their age mighr tranſport them; 
to doe other wiſe, then was hopefnllie cov- 
ceaued of them in their infancie, For her huſ. 
band was fayne to continew in his voncrne- 
ment,tor: medie thoſe euils, which rhrearned 
the wholeFſtate,and ro quench the fyre of in; 
haite troubles, which ſprang from difsefion int 
marrers of religio, the divel play ing, the bulte 
leeds man, 1n ſowing the Rock of crrorsand 
hecelie, emong the pure wheate of true reli- 
g10N, 

This devout and honorable dame , being 
thus caforced to endure the abſeace of her 
hutband(whome nextto god $heloued & ho- 
vored molt dearcly): making her profit of 
thislofle , augmented dailic , the praQtile of 
her deuotions,and mortifications,and gwe her 
lelt ro all (weer enmertainement, mm her frequeEr 
aud terucur prayers, & ſoliloquigs:and notcon- 

4 centng 


8 The life of the Reverend father. 
renting her (elf, with [pending the daye thering 
$he made.the. night ſerye for this enterraines MF 
ment, asa more propre tyme, eucn for the invl 
ward cares of the ſowle, ro receaue in trew fi- 
lence, what god alſo would ſpcak ynto hery 
The long nights, paſſed in this manner, often 
ſeemed ro her but short,and whe ſleepe ſcazed 
vpon her(whiahis neceſſaric for ſuſtaining the 
frayle bodie) shetookitin a chayre,notin bed; 
{ſo asafter she had flunibercd a whvle, $he res 
turned to herholie and pious meditation, till 
the breaking of thedaye, And then she accus 
ſtomed her (clf , ro. make her firſt viſite io the 
churche, where she powred owr herſowlein 
ſachardaur of deuotion , that the cftc&s doe 
witnes it, by the heautnlic benediftion, wher 
with goddidiewatd her, in thar her example 
kindled denotion, in other noble dames , and 
obtained manie graces of god,for her {cit , her 
children, and.in deedthe whole realme. And 
hereof this isnq small reſtimanic,, that vpow 
the dayc of the marriage,of her ſonte the Ads 
mirall, when asche king ,and che whole court 
were occupied, in banquetting, rilting , aud 
courtlie triumphes ofioye,to showe how they 
reioyced in this marriage :She retyred herlelt, 
& $hutr vp her ſelt it) ker Oratorie, praying 
- with manie tcares & inward grones., that 
| theyre exceſſes and ſuperfluities might nor pros! 
upke god to punish her children, ; 


Fhig 


F. Anvell of Toyeuſe. _.... 9 
This devour Ladie, having {pent all the fore. 
"MW noone,in the charche,(where wear principal- 
\Wiic, ro lift vp owr hartes' & hands to gad) she 
diſpoſed of her ſelf in cheafrernooneg;ro attend 
in the court ? employing herſelfe wholiein 
good workes conformable ro her charitie 8 
hamilitie , & ro make benefit of thoſe occa- 
l1ons, w hich m'ght oftcr them ſelfes, ro doe 
good, Atcer her rrauſle ( which was able"ro 
wearie, and wearc owt a ſtrong bodie), her or-, 
dinary food was, brown bread, with biefe ,or 
ſome other more oroſſe 5 and common mear: 
fo that she was neuer ſee11,r6 touch thoſe meats. 
which are morefyne and delicare (akSough, 
her table according ro her qualitie, wes 
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meats by extraordinarie abſtinence and mortix 
fication, which she (being vehemently amous, 
rous of god ) did charitablie.' diſtribute, to the 
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dayes,throughour the yeare: and kepr preciſe» 
lie the faſt of lent: & likewiſe from, Allhal- 


ordinaric auſteritje, And emong her vertuous 


owt shedding manieteares, beſonghrrhem to. 
zinc her icaue,to enter into refigis, (fuchlotfe 
A\i$ 


| "euer, 
furnished” with rhe beſt *:, efurng thoſe, 


poore, w he ar his members, She faſted all fri- | 


lowtydeto chriſtenmas, che faſted with extra«, 


ations; one is veric rematKeable,that on that, 
daye, that she was by her friends promilſedin ; 
marriage:aſtoone as she hard of ir, she proſtra-, 
ted her (cit before her parengs, and not with, 


{6 The life of the Renerend Fathey 
& affetion had she to ſerue god, in the ſtare of 
virginalpuritie) . Iwill nor dilate my (elf,by 
ſpeaking of che noble progenic of this familig 
of Batarnay : It shall ſuſhcero knowe , thatit 
is amoſt ancient and noble howſe, of grear res 
noume and eſteeme, in Tourain, and An. 
ion, Whence are come, the Counts of Bo 
Chage, j 
The noble perſon , William of Ioyeuſg 
hauing eſpouſed Madame Marie of Batarnay, 
had by her ſcauen children ( wherof ſomg 
came to perfett age, and made their nobilitig 
and valaur appeare to the view of the world 
& lo wonne the harts of manie, by theix 
worthy & amiable conuerſation, that rheig 
ſoouerain prince valewing them emong the 
beſt, and nobleſt perſons, gaue them ritles, 
dignities, and charges, anſwearablc ro rheig! 
pertetio.The eldeſt brother was called Annay: 
de loycuſe, who wheh he was at ripe age, way: 
made Admiral, Duke, and Pcereof France, 
Gouernour , & Lieutenant General for the 
King, in Normandie ,'Thele honours engaged 
hym, ro dog noble feruices , ſo that ſeruing hig: 
prince and Countrie in the bhege of Fere, he was; 
wounded in the mouthe by a harquebuſc , 8 
loſt two of his xecrhe Hz rook manic rownes,s 
With his forces which he commaunded , in 
Auuergne : where he had ſo happie ſucceſſe; 
that for his valour & prudence,Henry the chird, 
rzade 
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F. Anzelt of Ioyeuſe, i 
made choyce of 'hym ,to ſtand jin the breache 
againſt Henry the fourth then king of Nauarre 
(who-made all Guienne, totremblefor feace 
of ſo potentanenemie,as afrer hemadehym 
ſelfredoubted thorough the world, hauing pur 
hym (elf into the bolomme of the.churche, & 
acknowledged her for! his mother) So there 
wasno other thyng but the cawle of religion, 
& the (eruice ot his king , which pushed hym 
agiinſt ſo mightie an caemie. Wherin , yt the 
lucceſle was nor an{wearable ro rhe deſire and 
hope of the ſtare(Godin his proujdence having 
other wile diſpoled of yr , for {ecret cawſes 
vnknowen to vs.)-yet Was there wanting 19 
courage or valour of his parte, as his exployts 
manifelted. in that barrel principallie,at Moth 
$, Eloy, where iſo. manie enemies were de- 
teated: rhough, that irreperable diſaſter fol- 
lowed shortlie after, in the barcell of Conr- 
rras : Where a ſoudain fearc ſurpriſing his 
armie, they brake theyr order, and while his 
foldiers, were preparing themlelfs ro flight, he 
caſt hym ſelf into the mideſt of his enemies, 
thinking therby -ro, oblige them to followe 
hym: And there ſacrificed hislyfe , with manie 
other gallant gentlemen, forthe (eruice of his 


prince, andthedefence of the Catholick, Apa-= 


ſtolique , and Roman churche, 
The ſecod brother was Francis Toy euſe,the 
molt illuſttious Cardinal, whoſe noble and pip? 
actions, 


12 . Thelifeof he Regerend Father 
ations, would deſerue a volume a part , both 
for the nomber , and excellencie of, them I 
was (o wiſe and prudent, that rhe great 
narch Hery the fourrh, comirred to his char 
the moſt important affayres of chriſtendow 
which he managed wilelie' & happilie, 
pepren applauſe , yet without charging, | 
ing, or ſtare, or cleattie with the expenices! 
the dispatch/ of them, ſupporting ve wholk 
by his owne reneynes and patrimbonie , "i 
was proteor of France, & of the Capuchil t 
but more particularlie of erhe poore, ro who 
the greateſt part of his parrimonie , was diſt 
bured. He was allwaits occupied,in arigmerit 
the churche, either by building of new 
nalteries, or giving great ſommos. of moff 
to thoſe which were allreadie bevonne,, Art 
wheras the fonndation of the churche c 
ſiſteth in the knowleds of 'the rruthe , whi 
can hortbe gorten ordinarilie, bur by Glide WM 
dies: he prouided meanes, For erefting a Stem 
narie, before he dyed: where there ar thif 
vang men , to be manrajned & inftru&ted, f 
the publick benefit of the church , and of hi 
countrie. He commited rhe charge of ir, ro'tlf 
fathers of the {ocierie of Tefns, whoſe dcdilet 
rie profeſſhhon is, to inſtru@'yowrhe, ati 
make them verſed , and accompliched , in 
ſort of good ſcienceb| This was at Pontovle 
where he thoughtro haue builr a Coll-do fot 
them 


F. Angell of Toyeuſe. Iz 
hem, wher his bodielyerth, which herequired 
hould be carried from Auignon , where his 
ibcarie allo is , ( one of rhe beſt in France) 
y hich he gaue vnto the fathers, with his chap. 
el. Bur for diuers conſiderations, it hath beer 

F raniported ro Rouen , asa place more fittand 
roper , for ſo good a work. I lett paſle fix 
howſand Crownes, which he gaue to the 

oW hurch of our ladie of Lorreto , forthe mante=» 

SW ance of three french pricſts, and the res 

Wcprion of poore pilgrims; with manielegacies 

| viney by hislaſt will and teſtament ,and taich- 
ullie accomplished by his niece Madame de 
uiſe(Beſides,thoſe of Madame de Vidam his 
unt,Which came to more, then two hundred 
how ſand crownes ) which {eruethro showe, 
he pietic of ſo greate a Prelate , and hers alfo,' 
# hich (o faithfullie hath cxecured his will, 

The third brother , was Called Hentie 
oyeule, who in the height of proſperous for. 
une, and in the middeſt of ſuch hanours and / 
races, as his prince & the Court could yield. 
ym abandoned, and renouncedall worldlie 
orentem©ts, and put hym ſelf into the poore 
abit of a Cappucin. Which heroical and pions 
&, was ſo powrefull , that he drew inſtantlie , 
dy his example, a great nomber of gentele.. 
ven, who were taynted with the mallice of 
he corruptions of the world, to make the 
me holic chainge of lyfe , and to beare the, -/ 

crolse 


14 The life of the Reverend Father 
crolle of our blefled ſaviour, inthis holic Sera- 
phical order. Afrer his entrie nito _— he 
took the name of Father Angel Toycufr, whoſe 
lyfe, and aQionsI haue vndertaken to wryte 
in this creatiſe ;and to expole it,as a burmng/ 
light , bothe for religious , and for feculars' 
whocertainly coformed his lyte according to 
his name , and was an angelin his diſcourſe, in 
his zcale, in his exhortatiolt, and in his conucr- | 
ſation, for the greater edification of many 
- others. | 

The fourth ſonne, or branthe of this noble 
ſtock , was Scipioloyeuſe , who after the de- 
ceaſe of his father, was a liuvelie and trew 
image of hym in valour and courage, which 
= hey or the defence of the churche,and 
ſtare : and ſnccecded hym , in his charge of the 
Lieurenantship of Liguedoc . Hehad manie 
noble c6queſts , and palmes of Victories in di- 
vers barrells: and in theend at the liege of Vil. 
lemur,where great forces comming for reskue 
of the beſieged, and forcing hym to raiſe his 
ſiege , he hym (elf brake the bridge of barkes 
and botes, which were made by the enemies, 
to cutt of all meanes for the enemie to recoylc: 
and pure hym ſelf in Vantgard of his Intl 
rerie,with his pike in his hand, till he receauted 
two woundes , in this noble atrempr , & ſo fell 
into the river and yielded vp hislyfe . Whoſe 
bodie was not recoucred from the etnies, 

| till 
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F. Angell of Ioyeuſe. if 
till the yeare following , when they beganro 
treat a truce. 

The fift of the ſonnes , was Claude Ioyenſe, 
who was Marques of S. Sauueur , whoarttie 
age of fiſteen yeares, loſt his lyfe wich his eldeſt 
brother,atthe barcel of Coutras , Thus we ſee, 
the nobilitie, and eminencie of the familie, 
whence he diſcended: who was as a Phenix 
dead to the world, burnt in the odoriferous 
| ſpices of his holie vowes , and hyding hislyfe 
with Ieſus Chriſt, with it a licle cell of rerrai&, 
and a lodging place, one ro gcd, (for ſo he 
was wontto ſaye to his brethren, to ſweeren 
the yoke of religion : ) deſerving eternall ho- 
nour ,and renoume , in that he made fo happie 
a marriage and true concord, berweene rwo 
thingy, w liich ſeeme ſo contrarie ( alrttovghin 
deede , onedependeth vpon the other) -thiris 
berwen the excellencie of Nobilitic , and the 
poucrtic of Religion, 


Of his birth and Education: 


Tus $stcond CuarTrt, 


| T u x bleſſed perſon was borne, ia the yeare 
of ourlotd, 1563, Whoafterward had his 
holie birth in baptiſme , & was preſenced to 
the holie fon, by Monfeigneurde Monrmo- 
rency Coneſtable of Frice ; andtheretook the 
| name 
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The life bf Reverend Father. 
name of Hencie , which he! changed tor the 
name of Angel when he became religioug, 
As loone, as he came into the world and was - 
bura render ſucking infant , he gaue hopetull 
ſignes of thoſe hceaucnhe graces , which appea» 
red afterward in his yowihe. When he grew td 
that age, that be was ſomewhat capable, of 
the leed of vertuc and knowledg ; his father 
being wiſe and prudent, had great care to 
rouide for hym, a yertuougand learned mat- 
ſter,that his children might betrayned and ſea» 
ſoned well, bothe in vertue and goo.) learning, 
Theyc maiſters vame was Moulitcur Martin, 
a man of eminent knowleeg, and exemplar 
lyfe. Whoſe labours were/approoued by the 
good fruits of thoſe leeds he lowed. Nature 
15powtefull, in wotkingot greare cttefts, bur 
yer edtication prevaileth more, hauing force 
often to change and correct naturall imperte- 
tions and vices, and engratr (weer fruit, ina 
crabb ſtock, But when education dothe onelie 
help goodnes of nature, there tollowe then 
miraculous effets., Emongthe reſt, (being all 
ot picat towardenes), this fa. Angell, thoughe 
the yongeſt, was moſt forward, who began 
preſentlie ro comport hyml(e!f, farr aboue his 
childish age : as vf he would then begin to 
laye the foundation, of thole ſolide veitues, 
which shinedin hym afterward. Wherfor his 
maiſter admiting his forwardenes , rtooke 
/M | lome 


F. Angell of Toyeuſe. | 7 
{ome more particular care of hym, then of the 
reſt : as in, propoling more queſtionsto hym, 
and more particular inſtructios now and then 
apart, And god who in his cternall prouidence 
and lou?,dothedeſigne ſome ro a more happie 
end, for his glorie , and thcire Saluation, doch 
giuc meanes and graces moſt fice for that end, 
Which often cauſcth, that wenot eafihe com» 
prchending the reaſon ofir, can hardlie be in« 
duced ro belecue, that there are ſuch extra= 
ordinaric ations, proceeding from rhoſe gra» 
cos, if we Were not eyewitnelles of rhem our- 
{cluces. : 

No man beheld and ſaw hym, being yet bue 
yong, who did not think that his countenance 
promiſed fome great matter . The inward 
beautic of his ſowle, ſtreamed forthe beames 
ourwardly, He was neuer weariedin praying, 
and {cruing cod : he frequented the charch 
veric deuourthie, and heard maſle with an 
extraordinarie feeling. In hearing of ſermons, 
he was ciligent to treaſure vp the principall 
poynts , which were of molt fruit and edift- 
cation', When he was bur a child of ſcauen 
yeares of age, he went often to confeſhon,and 
ha {0 great eriefe for his litle faultsand impery 
fections, as if they had bene great enorminies. 
I'1 diſcerning of which faultes , he chowed 
that he had much vnderſtanding. He choſe 
\or his Confeſlor,the ReucrendFarher x 
B C 
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fs The bfe of the Reneren farver , 
de Rocqua, Guardian of rhe obſeruant Frati? 
ciſcans , Whole pietie and knouledg, was of 
gteat remarke. His parents rook great con» 
tenrtement)}, in their ſonnes deuorion , and 
thanked god for powring theſe bleſſings on 
hym : and requeſted his maifter ro foſter and 
encourage hym, inall ates of pietic and deuo- 
tron, Herein they were vnlike to manie pa- 
rents, who ſecke to divert their children, from 
anie ſuchattions , as though they forechowed 
fome ilf fortune tothem: and herein become 
murderers of their childrens ſowles, in looſing 
the raynes ro them of licentions debauchednes 
and diſorders, 


It happenedin the yeare of lubily , that ma- 


nije yong men borne of noble parents, wearied 
with rhe world, and refleQing ſeriouſlie vpon 
rene and erernall contentements , mooued by 
goodand holie inſpirations, took reſolution to 
retyre them ſelfes into rhe deſert of religion; X 
and to ſerue god more fexucntlie, and with n 
more quiet & repoſe. my put their refolutio |} 
uv 


L 


- a a inſtantlie , nor ſuffering thoſe good Þ 
infpirations ( after they were examined and Þ 
found ſuch) to cooke , and fo rook the habit of F 


the Cordeliers at Tolole |. Theſe examples, Þ 
were great moriues to Father Angel, forhar Þ 
eden then, ( being bur nine yeares old ) he 

Showed an extraordinarie deſyre and affteftio, | 
fo follow their Repps. He revealed itro his | 


con- 
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confeſſor,who(as he was prudentin his a&iGs) 
ſought rodiuerrhym from wn 0% A leaſt 
us parents might ſuſpe& hym,for intuſing thE 
into his tendet ſowle: bur yer was he inflamed 
ſo with this fyre , that his confeſſor could not 
quench ir.O how powerfull and charming are 
the ſweet bayres , wherby god doth draw ouc 
harrs ynro hym! 

The firſt deſyres of religion took hold of 
this render yong Impe , by the meanes of theſe 
| examples, and were ſtrenthned in hym, by re-« 
feting vpon thoſe heavenly —_— 
which Chriſt promiſerh ro thoſe, who tollowe 
his ſteppes. Bur they were brought ro per- 
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remarkable action. He being one daye inthe 
librarie of the Cordeliers at Toloſe, (which li- 
brarie is eſteemed one of the beſt in France) 
and rakyng a booke at hazard into his handes, 
to occupiec his ſpiritin reading ſome whar: he 
loodainlie felt an inward motion in his ſoule, 
which ſeemed ro be expreſſed with a voice 
{polcd, ro obſerue willinglie that , which isin 
this book. Harkening totbis voyce, he opened 
the booke,and the hiſt words he fownd wrir- 
MM ten, were. The Rule and lyfe of the Friers 

$ Minours . Wherupon his ſowle melted as ir 

7 were with the ſweer delights of ſo pagriculera 
vocation : & his face wasdycd preſcatlic with 
RR” aver; 


fetion, by occaſton of a miraculous,and verie 7 . 


ſaying ro hym; See, if yow find your ſelfdiq 7) } 
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a Vermilion colour,in token of this extraordj 
narie motion, and heauenlie grace ,. wherd 
he eſteemed hymſeclfe ynworthye, : 
Having now ſo inwardlie taken, and lay 
vp in his hart, this marner of Gods hohec 
lng hym:he vicd all poſſible care and caurior 
to hyde this from his brethren who were 
companie with hym, and |therfor gaue ouertt 
looke more in the book for the preſent, lealt 
the reading of it , might giue occalion of ſom 
ſuſpirion ro them, Bur thcy were no ſoone 
owtof thelibracie, and gone home, bur he 
ſecketh owt his confeſlor,and imparteth this 
matter to hym,and prefcntlic renewing his for 
mer importune requeſt, |hvum; bly beſeechet] 
hym , that he might be admitred into theirr 
ligion , ſihence 1t was the will of god, that h 
should profcſle that lyfe ; Father Rocqua was 
much perplexed hercat , and hardhe kne 
which wayc to turne hymselt. Therfor afte 
he had diſpatshed hym tor the preſent, with? 
hope of emoying thele contentmets, w hichhe® 
ſought, he enrereth into further conſideration? 
of ſo weighciea matter,ayd reiolveth ro aduet=} 
tiſe his friendes and parCts of n;afluring them, ] 
thar if it were the will of god,no attempts and? 
gr of theirs, wov)g prevayle againlt ir: 1 
/pop knowledg of by Fa. Rocqua, they} 
thoughr it expedicnt, todivert him from theſe! 


thoughts, by ſending hym from Toloſe, and} 
| they 


; 
| 
| 
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f: | 
heyshowed hym, whar difficulties he was to 
vndergoe : As thar he muſt riſe ar midnight, 
90 barefoored, lye veric hard ( withour put=- 
ring of his clothes: ) thac he muſt, weare no 
linnen : & be obliged to ſtrift obedience,con- 
trarieto his own will. And they told hym, he 
was roo delicate,and roo weakero ſupport this 
voke: and rhar he should huc with farr more 
contentment in the world. They added be- 
(1des, Thar having one brother alrcadie dedicas» 
ted ro the church; ther were none |ctr for the 
ſupport of their familie, but his eldelt brother, 
and he. And to conclude, in thcir exhortations 
they lignified ro hym, that he was yet roo 
vounge to determine of anic ſuch courle, and 
that herexfter vpon riper age,and berrer iudo- 
ment, (if he were ſo min1ed) that they would 
permitt Iiym , to farifhc hym elf , His parents 
were troubled horeat by reaſon they appre- 
hended ſome {ecrer in{ligation of tym to this, 
JW 1othce then a true vocation ? which was to 
J their great comfort, as his mother did wirnelle 

airerward : perlnading hym ro perſcuere CO 

ſtantlic in religion, when the denil ſetr his 

ſtrongeſt batteries againſt hym ,.to draw hynz 

bick ro the world , which he had ſo nobly and 

pioufſ;cobandonned, that the memorie of that 

at will never dye, Bur in vayne were all the 

perſuaſions of his friendes ill they remooued 

hym, from Toloſe, and ſent hym with his bro- 


'B; thee 
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ther to Paris: Hoping that the change of place 
and conuerlaticn , wouldalſo change his affe. 
Eton. Foritisathing almoſt impoſlible,rhata 
yong tenderling 5hould cantinew his good 
delyre , when the! obie& is raken from hymy 
which firſt occaſioned it. 


Paris is one of the molt famous, & floorish. 
ing vninerſities in the world, for all fort of 

ood artesand {ciences,renonmed allo for per, 
ſons of excellent wirs and rarc perfections. In 
this vniverſitie the|colledg of Nauar is | cmi- 
nent, and moſt famons, tor the.education of 
' Kings, Princes and Cardinalis andthe grearef 
part of the Bishopy of France, who ar exam, 


ples of pictie, and great ornaments of rhe 


church. In this Colledg was this yong plang | 


set, as in a good, and fertile loyle, 
Monheur Guyon, DoCtor indivinitie and a 

ſtudent of this Colledg, was choſen to be 

maiſter ro hym, and his brethren. | He wasa 


man of great note for learning, pietie, and his PÞ 
giligcce in framing and beaunfying theſe yong Þ 
noble wirrts,ouer w hich he was (err. I11'o much 
thar this bleſſed farher, being bur thirten yeares | 


of age, by his paynes and the happienes of his 

own witr, did compoſe lo well , both in verſe 

and prole , that manie would not belecue ir ro 

bepoſſible, thathe could doe itin ſuch miner, 
gill they were eve witnclles of ir them ſelfes. 

This yong noble Impe, would neuer be idle, 

| | bus 


| 
/ 
? 
: 


— 


Ma. ts 


FR of 


K; 
1 
& 


F. Angell of Toyeuſe. 18 
but ſpent euen thoſe rymes , which were al- 
lowed for his, recreation in ſome particulex 
good ſtudies, It was held half a miracle, to ſeg 
hym withour a book in his haud, His compa- 
n1ons, mooued by his example,did ſer hym ro 
fore their eyes asa pattern of vertue,[weernes, 
anddiligence:he would ett no daye paſle with 
owt hearing maſle,and that with extraordina- 
rie deuotio. He communicated euerie monthe: 
and with rhar fecling , that his ſowle was a 
ficrie furnace of true denotid and feruor, Wit- 
nelſed by thoſe exhalations of (1ghes, and aſpi- 
rations,which he had: and this was the maine 
and principall tudic tawhich he bent hymſelf, 
Hauing layd all good foundatio for more high 
and ſubcill ſpeculations: he began ar thirteen 
yeares of age, to enter into his courſe of philo= 
lophie. In which knowledg though there be 
manie difficulties, by reaſon of the obſcuritie 
of the tearmes, and conceprions, that it requi» 
reth,([trength of vnderſtanding, and imagina- 
tion ro comprehend it: yet by the benefit of his 
cleare naturall vnderitanding, he waded calily 
into yr, and quite thoroughir.By this meanes 
he was formed and framed in his ynderſtading, 
to the right conceauing,of the moſt lecregand 
hidden miſteries of our belecfe:andin his will 
better prepared, by the knowledg of morall 
verrues, to the practiſe of the: for 1t is certain, 
as Ve muſt knowe that which IS good before 
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weloue yt:ſo the orcater knowledg we haug 
oF it, the more feruent wearinthe ſearch of 
« Aﬀcer he had etvled his Rudics with great 
Le wedarioh and cuident proofe of the CX= 
cellencie of his witt, he was driven from his 
colledgto the court, by the 9rder and appoynt- 
ment of his parents wherc although in out» 
ward apparence he foifook his ſtudies, ye: he 
did nor (ſo leaue them , but that he retavned a 
rue affection to ?1 26 haujng norhing more 
often in his diſcourſ then learning, and 1 1 hart 
notking more engraquen, then rey religit 5: and 
yer not wirhout gtcar admjr ation he 10yned 
and leagued three. things together , W hich 
ſeemeto be mainlic oppoſite, to wit, Religion, 
Good litterature,and the Courte. For euen in 
thoſe court actions, which haune 1n them ordi- 
narilie much vanitie, he shewed example of ' 
true piette and deuotion . withowtr 2116 afte- 
Qtation,bura molt gratious decencic. He was 
adorned with all good parrs, which are moſl a- 
mijable, He was courteons and attable ro the 
meaneſt ſort : (weete and gracious in his OW 
ward carriage: :mode(t and op vraue in his actions: 
ſcrious and prudenrt19 his diſcours, valiant and 
couragious, 19 marters of execution: a {worn 
enemie of vamirie : 4 {conrge of reuilting and 
rayhng:a perfe&t hater of flaterie and ambntiG. 
To conclude he was a! mirrour, of all chriſtian 
an morall veriues, foithtull " Was allwates 
La 
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to god and his king, full of hope for heauenlie 
joycs,charirablc rowards god and his neighbor 
remp-rate and verie {ober in his dier: a paſ- 
ſlonate friend of Tultice,Jabouring with might 
and mayne, thatit might be righ tie executed, 
His verrues and perfe:tions wonne hym the 
grace of Henry the third: Who in witnes of his 
action , made hym preſentlie mailter of his 
ward-robe. The princes favor, which makerh 
men of yong yeares, more vaine and glorious 
made hym more humble,ſeeking rather daylie 
to growe morein vertue, then grearenes of 
fortune, He would refuſe no man, that ſoughr 
accelle ro liym, but when m&s (fuites wereivit, 
& full of equitie, he would hym («lf preſent 
rheir petiti6s ro the King.R ei17ious men, had a 
great{11pport of hym, and he repured ita great 
honour, to entertain them at his table, And his 
elteeme of rhem, cawled them ofren rymes ro 
acquainr hym, with theirneceſſiries more free- 
he, which he retiened with incredible cha irie. 
And hNeerin he was (0 much noted i thar -he 
king hym (cl foled hymn \ The aduorate of relt- 
£1015 perſons, Thes were the diſpolinons, which 
were like the ſteppes of lacobs ladder, vpon 
which he mounted with the Anoells, rill the 
king of Angels, reccaued hvm in his glorie, 
which is the effe& and fruit of gods grace & 
meritorious w orkes, 
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Of hs marriage,and boyy heliucd during 
the ryme thereof. 


Tut Trulxkpd CHarTER. 


| [Non king in a!l accaſions hauing abodantlie 
witnelled his. particuler affetion to this 
bleſled perton, anddelyring turther to cofirme 
hym,in a ſtable tate of thole honours and fa» 
uours, which he had conferred vnto hym, (that 
he might nor encertaine anicaffection of lea» 
wing the werld, as he had done before ) : pers 
{uaded hym ro marriage , which was to $hutt 
the doore, againſt all occaſions or invitements 
ro that en, God Knoweth whether he were 
bent therto in affetion, bur in the end, wonne 
by the counſel of his parents,and commande= 
ment of che king, he made choyce by the ad- 
uiſe ofthe king of Madamoiſlelle Catharine de 
la Valetts, daughterito Monleigneur de la Va- 
lerte, Colonel of che ligt horlemer: whole no» 
ble courage wel tryed by manie noble! ex- 


plovres, both within and without the realme, ? 


remaineth as an heritage,and is daylic augme- 
ted by waorthie acts for the defence of the 


church.and che Rarein the perſon of Monlet- 7 


gieur D Elpernon, Duke and Peere of France, 


and Colonel of the lntanteric , his fonne : and . 


brother of this noble Dame ,, whome nature 
| and art 
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indart did ſtrigne to adorne , enen in her firſt 
birth: and her rare vertnes and perfeCtions farr 
ſurpaſſing herage, hane made her apearle of 
her tyme,and a miracle of this age. Ir fell owr, 
by gods ſpecial pronidence, that this happie 
marriage was made, and accomplished, there 
was (o incredible {imilitudo of aftetions in 

this holy couple, For she was inflamed, with 

the lame loue from heauen,thart he was:and no 
Ielſe encmieto vaniriethen he, reputing it the 
venime and poylon af great dames.” As Jein a 
manlie ſort made no eſteeme of exterior beau- 

tic;ſo he contrarie to the diſpoſitio of her (exe, 

dereltcd all paynring & tarding , asa thing 0+ 
dious in the fightof god. He was emong yong 

noble courtiers, a man whom all beheld asan 
example to follow:and she was of no leflc emi- 
nencie, emong nobledames, And now they 
being ioyned and tyed, one to the other by 
the bands of halie wedlock, and knorr of mu- 
ruall loue, ſeemed ro hane bur one harrin rwa 
bodies,or one ſowle 1n rwo hactes: which can- 
{ed the verie ſame affection ro all goodnes,and 
the like dercſtation and hare of vice. Ir is one 
of the wile mans ſayings , that riches and pol- 
iefſions arleftin patrimonie by the parets : bur 
thegitt of a modeſt and wiſe woeman, cometh 
trom God onelie, And whon sheis knower 
forluch in the ſtare of her virginitie, he gineth 
counſel ro the parents, to martic her with a 


man 
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man of rhe ſame perfeRtis , ro the end that god 
may b- the better ſexued by ſuch a commixtynG, 
Bur the vertues of them bothe, didſo shyne in 
the court,that thry were hadih ſuch admiratio, 
that the grea'eſt enemies of vertue,or louers of 
vanitic, were forced to confelle ingeniouſlie, 
that {ucha bleſ(le d cquple, could hardlie | be 
matche] with their lyk2. Such force hath 
truthe,that it mak th the prof(l2d enemies of 
vertne, to confelle, and praiſeir, 

Butore they married tog 'ther,they practiſed 
oreat workes of pierie!, | and did as it were te- 
double their g00( ons each* inciting 
the other by example. What should [ (peak of 
their particuler denorions in rkeir priuate cab- 
biners? H owres ſeemed to them, but momCre, 
when they entered intro comoning with their 
owne harres,and reflecting vpan their col cien- 
ces, ſomerymes they were ablorpt by profound 
medit ation of the providence of god, which 
dorhs powerful lie and ſweerlie conduct all 
things, by the dinerfitie of {o manie wills, ro 
the exaltarion of his glqrie. An| other w byle, 
taey turned their thoughts from rhe vanitic of 
the world, where (eing nothing but wynde and 
ſmoak2, they bb hell "with atodichmient, the 
bliadenzs of / munie fowles, |which build 
towres of thfire h »pes,ypon ſo weakea foun- 
dation. Amoiny orher rhilNgs they wer nor vn+ 
mva.ltuil, of * the SNoLtones of th: lvfe,and thy 

druers 
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divers accidents, Which as {worne enemies lye 
in wayteto take ic trom vs: and they diſcerned 
here clcarlie, the infinite occaſions of {:nne, 
morein the court, rather the in anie place, and 
ſuch as are able tro makethe moſt waric goer 
to ſlipp. And laſtlie to contioll all charming 
tepcations, they conſidered ofr the aſſurance of 
deathe, and the vncertaintie of the rywe,with 
the accounpt which muſt be rcndered of our 
ations , when weartoarriue at the port,and 
be diſembarked our of the rotten vel. ls of 
our feeble bodies. Our of theie good medita- 
tions it grew, that their communication, and 
ordinary ſpecche , was of God, of yertue,of 
good Workes, and of heauen, The [weetenes 
therofio ſeaſoned their ſowles,that they never 
had ſpeeche of the delighres of this world, bur 
Showed great ciſguſt anddiſdaine of them, 
The (weetnes of thele heaucnlic meditarions, 
is ſuch that none can valew them in anie ſort, 
without fecling ſome toretaſt of them here. 
Theſe holic and bleſled exerciſes cauſed them, 
one tyme, after ſome good diſcours,that they 
protcſtedand plighted taithe one toan other, 
ſolcmnlie, that the ſuruiuour would renounce 
the world,and enter jnto a cloylter:where pal- 
ling the reſt of the daycs in religious exerciles, 
Should offer alſo the ſacrifice of holie vowesto 
god,and pray for the fowle ofthe departed. 
Canitcalilicbe conceaued,, what meaſure 
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of graces, thcir blelled {,wles receaucd from 
heau&,or how (weer thelc odours Were, wher-. 
with they were( as it were ) perfumed, bythe 
{weer o_—_— of heauclie vation. For what 


a miracleis ir,to {ee ſuch aſpirations,fent vp to 
heaucn , by a couple of tuch yong noble per. 
ſons, wherof-rhe eldelt was nor yer, rwentie 
ewo yeares of age, 1 know not whether from 
that ryme, they madenota vowe of chaſtirie, 
and did not liucatterward in cotinencie. God) 
onelic , wholaw theiraftcCtions knoweth it; 
For the more they endeauored a ſpiritual ad- 
uancement in pietie in the preſence of god,rhe 
more were they carefullto hyde ir, from the 
eyes of others, ſpeciallic of courtiers , where 
deuotion and pietie, ar ſtyled by the name of 
conterfeit devotion and hypocriſie, Theire 
home was a holie temple , and houſe of reli- 
gio; they had a careful eye to the behauiour of 
their ſeruanrs,thatthey mighr nor giue oftence 
to anie, and that theit talk shonld not be 
diſlolure,according to the commou tashion of 
thole.that (crue great perſons, 

Euerie morning after|they had offered theire 
harrs and ſowles to god, and refigned to his 
holie willall che aCtions of the ſame daye; they 
taking theyre Houres ( that is their books of 
prayers and deuotion, vied by rhe church)they 
jayd their office rogcther, ſo thar they who 
hcard them with out , and nor ſcidg them 
| would 
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would have ſayd that they had bene, two reli- 
pious perſons, shurr vp in rheir cells , oftering 
vp their prayers and prayles according to the 
Me acion of their vowe : hor were _ 
their ſowles differing from them, burin habire 
and prof ſſion only, They could nt endure 
anie dishoneſt or wants ſpeeche, neither ſuch, 
as Was anie waye iniurious to others ; which 
fort of talk. is bur roo ryfe in the court: for ſuch 
fruire dothe the perfeftloue of god groom 
that we will nor onlie forbearero offend god 
our (clues, bur alſo pro-ure, as much, as lyerh 
in vs,that he be nor offended by others. 

Arthis ryme,the Order of che Capuchines, 
began to be in great reputation , (as1r isat this 
preſent ) for the integririe of the rule of S. 
Francis which they doe obſerue according ro 
the rigour of the lerrer, cut as our Saujourde- 
claced to S, Francis , when the religious on rhe 
montaine of S. Columbe, thought it ro be 
auſtereand rigid , heard a voyce from heauen, 
which ſayd, thatit was from god , and thar his 
wil was, thatit should be oblerued, according 
ro the letter, withour anie gloſle. This order 
muchreuerenced for the aulteritic, and for the 

noueltie of the religious, which were bur 
freshlie come into France, atthe inſtance of 
the great Cardinal of Lorraine, whole ver- 
tues and grear ſufficiencie, were well knowen 
by that authotitie, which he bare in the Coune 
cel 
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cel of Trenr,pre ldiyg there: who hauing 
obrain cd licence of | our holie father Gregorig 
the 13 in theycare/ot our lord 1573.prelcnte; 
them to the molt chriſtian king Charles thy 
north, and tothe Quene his mother, who 
gaue them a place for their conucnt, ncare th 
[Tuilleries (which ar bis Maicſties gardens al 7 
pleaſure) in the (uburbs ot $, Honore : where 
the bones of this bletſed Father reſt; the ſamg 
Illuftrious Cardinal}, hauing ginen to the Cas 
puchins before,a place for a conuent, at Meus 
don,neare to his caſtle; after this by the cons 
duct ot gods holje ſpirir, (who hath a particus 
lar care of his charche,and ot Religious ) 4 
ſo mulriplied in Frahce, that theyar lpreda 

wolt thorovgh a! i place a«rh(rof: and yer they 
would be wr ore 15 thi y builded conucnrs in all 
places, w here th, y apgeearncitly fought for,and 
indifferentlie receaued all thole, who res 
ſcent them teclts to le in oblceruance of thei 
rulc. * 

Now it happe ned one dave.as the Count of 
Bouc hage,comming jrom the rowne. being in 
coache with the kibg (forthe king (eldome 
went with out hym) : he law by chance, or ra» 
ther by divine proyidence, rwo Cappucins, 
who paſled by withtheir w ects vpon their: 
back v5 h« tix« d bi1s eyesalongry me vpon thcs 
and in the view of them tele extraordinarye 
umward motyons of his {owle, and iccmed ro 
heare 
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whome I doe chearish with all affeftion. The 
king ſeing hym ſad and penliue ſoodainly, and 
his cyes ſtill fixed vpon the religious , doubred 
leaſt he might imprint chEin his hart, whome 
he bebeld lo intentiuelie , and ſaydro hym. 
Theſear the rrue followers of S.Francis, and 
doe obſerue his rule,according to the farſtinſti« 
tution. Itisrrue (anſwered the Count)and in 
this they ar twice happie,fortheydoe not one? 
lieavoyd the enticing baites of the world, and 
ofambirion, & vanirie, but they pur them ſelfs 
into a ſtate of more aſſurance , for obtayning 
that glorious heauenlie crowne:foras much as 
mornhjag and crucifijng rheir carnall appe- 
tites here on earth, they ſuffer with theickaad 
Jeſus Chriſt crucified , whoſe words ar deeds 
and can not fayle. This vmthought view of 
them, with is. Go few wordes, did ſoinflame 
his afteCtion,rhar he deſired in his harr,thar he 
might preſentlie chainge his ſtate of lyfe + and 
in ſtead of his coache, and rich cloathes, he 
could hatie bene well content, preſentlie to 
Naue been on fogte, with a wallet on his back. 
Vpon this preſentlie he called ro mynd, his faclt 
holic inſpiration, and how god had ſpokents 
hym, when he was but yong of age, intheli= 

brarie of Toloſe,as is before mentioned. 
Henceir fell owt,that he fell into ſome ago» 
mes of perplexitie , not knowing what to doey 
Fig 
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in ſuch (traighrs,as he was. For on the one ſyde, 
he now relolueth hym felfe , that this wag 
the rule, wherin he should ſpend , and end hig 
lyfe: and on the other (yde, the bands of mar. 
riage with hisdeare ſpowſe , whome heloued 
moſt affectionatelic, could not pcrmit hym, to 
take this courſe of Iyfe ſo much wished for, 
Burt what should he doc in this cale: for either 
he thought he muſt] impart his mynd to his 
wyfe, (whome he loued more dearelie then 
hymſelf) and lo inuyre her ro shur. her ſelf vp 
ina cloyſter:or cls h& muſt forſake her without 
raking his leauc,and communicating his inten- 
tion. Bur this he could nor doe : for the ſame 
day,he propoſed it to a Capuchin , vnder an 
other name.anditwastou!ld hym,rthatno man 
could leave his wyfe;, and become a religious 
m an,vnlcfle he hkew'ile entered inro religio, 
Wherupon he determined to attend the holie 
will of god, | 

In the mean tymg he daylic augmented his 
workes of pietic : gaue hymlelf to mentall 
prayer with more feruor , frequented the fa- 
craments more often,then he did before. And ' 
for rhe betrereft ting of this, he quitted his 
own lodging, and bqughr one nere to the Ca. 
puchins,to the end, he might bertrer practiſe his 
good intentions, and cnioye the conuerſation 
of theſe good religious fathers, whome he reſ- 
pected, aud cherished as angels ſentfi6 heauen, 

| 'Þ and 
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aid had them as directors of his aftions. Inſg- 
much that he did ofte aſſiſt chem ar midnight, 
while they ſong their mattins,and obreined by 
ſpeciall priuiledg,to haue one of them for his 
choſtlye farher , which was alſo grantedro his 
wy ©. And who would have thought, that 
this vertuous courſe of lyfe , Should not haue 
benc, ro his fall contentement, keeping no 
doubt moſt religiouſlic Gods commandemers, 
and docing ſo much o00d,by his rare example. 
Bur God whoſe ſecrets far ſurpaſle the weake- 
nes of our vnderſtanding, would accomplisha 
grearer work by hym, as we shall ſee in the ſe- 
quele of this narration. 

While he gauc hym lelfe to this vertuo® and 
hoiie courſe of lyfet it pleaſed god ro take 
from hym, his deareſt ſpowlſe ; whole deceaſe 
ſo troke his hart, that hegrew dying to the 
world , as though he wouldalſo dye with her. 
She dycd being bur 22, yeares of age, 10 the 
ſpring of her verrues, whome god took to 
hym,to make her partakcr,ofa more excellent 
& permanent glorie: leauing her friends much 
forrow tul; but rhatthey were comforted , by 
thefruirs of her former pierie.Shelefr one one» 
lie davghter, eighten morhes old, atrne heyre 
of tor vertues,, who isnow Madamecthe Du- 
Chef! 2 of Guiſe, whole prudence 11 worldlie af- 
ſayres, 'and (inguler pictie, and fernour in 
the trew ſervice of God, is well knowen, 
X Ci 2 and 
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and much renow'med, through all France; 


Of his entrance into Religion , and fareyvell 
to the world. 


THz fovnRTHY CHraAnTER. 


T x £ Count of Bouchage , afterthe deathe 
of his deareſt ſpoyle, languishing with 
ſorrow , that his eyes could fynd no Kind of 
worldliedclight, neither would hisharrafteR 
or loue anie thing. His lotle was ſo greate,that 
hewould not entertainc anic carthlie hopes,to 
build on: which are as mooncable'as vickes4s 
but at the Icgth recolleQting hymſclfe, he con- 
ſidered that all ſuch ſtrokes come from the had 
of god, though we|know northe cauſe of 
1t,and the will of god therin. And therfor as 
the lonne when 1 appeareth , ſcattereth rhe 
thick foggi e clowdes,w hich darkned the ayre? 
{o did he chaic the clowdes of this afflictio,and 
chcearcd hym iclf by taking holic reſolution, 
worthie of his noble ſpirit , & caue the cartel! 
of defvance to fortune, & all the miſtie broui!- 
leric of the world, which depriue men of be- 
holding , rhe trew light of the rrew ſonne of 
eretnall glotic. He diſcerned thole things 


rrewhe in ther nakednes, and barcnes, whick 


Vorldlings beholding wi tha fayre glaſie,foe | 
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(3 much deſyre and admire. In ſo much thar 
often tymes, he compared the world with the 
oreate prieſt Hely, who ſent back Samuel; 
when as he being called by the voyce of God, 
ranne ro Hely. And it wil yor be amille 
to ſerrdowne his verie Wordes, as they Were 
written with his owne hand, that ir may ap- 
peare,that this my diſcourſe,is fownded vpon 
the rruthe. 

The world ( faith he) as an other Hely , dri- 
acth vs from it , when wear pur back of thele 
vetie Creatures , which we tender & which 
weloune, fynding in them a thowſand diſyuſts, 
infdelities,inſtabilities and defefts.Our friends 
forſake vs, our ſeruants mock vs, our compa« 
nios berraye vs,andin the midſt of all pleaſures 
and delights , we fynd infinite ſorrowes, and 
bitter gripings- Wharis this els, bur tro make vs 
k1owe, that the world ro which we runne 
doth reiect vs, and give vsmanie skornes,and 
Sharpe blowes, And whar dcthe it ſave, bur 
gerthegone,l am notthy God : Get the gone, 
the good and thar contentment thou ſeekeſt, 
15 notto be fownd in me, He ſpake hearein as 
a man of grear experience and wiledome, ta 
thoſe, who being tranſported with the dallian- 
ces of the (miling forrunes of the world, hang 
| worne a league,and alliance , with the grate 
deurs, and profperitics of it. 

This contempt of the world grew dailiein 
C 3 hym 
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hym, asno doubt the li ighr of grace did growey 
yet could he nct execur;: it , by reaſon of ma- 
ny enc6brances, which followed the death of 
his deare ſpowle , I mean the diſcharge of her 
laſt will, which hs did verie fairhfullic; & rhe 
feare which he had of occaltoning great dilc6» 
tentment, ro his friends: & incurring the kings 
diſpleaſure, kijowing how deare, and inw ard 
he was eſtcemed by hym. Theſe con(ider atias 
& manie others hindered hym , that he did not 
{o [pee dilic accomplish nis holic purpolc, as he 
would. Butgod who laugheth atthe counſeils 
and deſſiones of men; & turneth them as it 
ſeemerh beſt ro his holit wiledome, had coms« 
paſſion of hym, in the 21d ; and by the (weer 
gale of his holic fpirire ( which bringeth in a 
perfect calme,ro 2M tid & trowbled lowles) 
made hym knowe his will, by an action ex- 
rraordinaric & miraculbus. 

One daye being occupicd in holie excrciſes 
of pietie and deuorion , according to his wont, 
falling into remembrance of his deare wyle, 
and her exccllent vertues, he could nat for bear 
deepe groanes, whichthe anguish of! i115 hart, 
drew from hym pertorce:lo that {ccking ro ap- 
pcaſe theſe inward troubles, he rook his 
Howres, (which is his book of prayers, for ſo 
Catholiques call chem} inro his hands, Arthe 
firſt opening of his book, hefell vpo this verte, 
Dirapiſ's Domme vineula mea , tt "1 ferrificabo 
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Liliem laudis : Thow haſt broken my bands, 01 * 


lord, 1 will ſacrifice to the, the facrihce of 
prayſe, Pawſinga while vpon the wordes(for 
{o deuoure lowles, who ar exerciſed in matters 
of deuotion, doe frequentlie), he began to 
think that theſe wordes did tovch hym verie 
nearlie: as though god had expreſlie ſpoken te 
hym & ſayd, God hath broken the bands of 
thy marriage, Which did hinderthe from fol- 
lowiag his ſtepps; rtherfor isit moſt reafona- 
ble, that I now obeycthe voyce of his holie 
inſpiration, & offer vp myſelf, asa lacrificero 
hym, which is the beſt manner of prayer, 
which I can exprelſe. And as he was occupied 
In chis holie thought, his book fell owt of his 
hand:hetook it vpagaine,andrhe lame words 
again were the hiſt that offered them to his 
light, Thou haiſl broken my bands , © lord &, Al- 
luredlie laich he, this is god who (peaketh. And 
apaine being elevared 1n mynd , and nor heed> 
Ing his book in his hands : he lettir fall the 
tnrd tyme; & yer againe fell ypon rhe ſame 
wordes . whervpon being aſtonished. he shut 
the book +, fell on his knees, & bathing his eyes 
With manie teares, and opening his hart ro 
god,he vicd thele amorous wordes full of de- 
U0non, 

O Almightie god, lauiourof the world,and 
moſt bounteous louerof thy creatures, 1 (ce 
well thatthou wilt haneme , audrherigno- 
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thing that can ſerue meto reſiſt thy holie oz 
donance. Thou haſt poſſeſled all the powa 
ofmy ſowle,ſo that the obieQsareremoon 
which had faſtened them to the earthe, ani 
now they look ypward vpon thee who art the 
laſt end of all things; Bur alas ( o moſt gracic 4 
and mercifull ſautour ) whar is ther in m ky 
which prouoking thy mercie,hath cawſed thep 
ro turne the eyes of pittie vpon me? what 


thie of ſuch a vocationznothing certanlie, but 
great maymes,corruprions, and finnes , which 
rather prouoking thy furie and indignariony 
Should banish me from thy preſence, and haue 
cawſed dreadfull punishment aud erernal tory 
tures. For it proceederh from thy love and 
mercie, thar I yet liue in the deſert of rhig 
world:thy lone hath beene my buckler & my 
ſupport, and now by aninfinire exceſle therof 
pop daſt drawe me from the world and ſerleſk/ 
y feete inthe right pathe,and doeſt condutt 
me thorough a moſt perillous wildernes. 
Guide therkor , O lard, thy moſt wretched 
creature, aud imporent ſ{eruant , doe with me 
what shall ſceme beſt in thy eyes. 1 rehgne my 
ſelf wholiero thee, and caſt my iclf into thy 
armes: frame allmy aftions, & conduct all my 
deſires,to the glorie of thy holiename. 
Thus he pur ona couragious reſolution, 
w hich he did not differ long atter ro m—_— 
all 
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ad to become a noble ſouldiec of our bleſſed 
auiour, & (erue hym vnder the enſignes of 
ſeraphical S. Francis, and {oromake hym ſelf 
Wk pleafing holocauſt before god,offering his 
I bodic to hym by the vowe of perpetual chaſti- 
dtic, his ſowle & affections by halie obedfence, 
and his goods and what ſqcuer he moſt poſleſe 
ſed, by the yowe af volunrarie pauertie, Manie 
can be conrent, ſomertymes ta cnterraine 
good thoughts, which pur them in mynd of 
the yanities of rhe world,and diſcouer them rap 
be bur lelſe then the shadowes of a dreame, 
they will ſaye, tharall thatthe world propo- 
ſerh,reſemblerh the aples of Gomorrha, which 
ar fayre withour, bur ſmoak and ashes within: 
yea they wil call the world coolener , rraytor 
diſloyall : and yer ſuffer themſelfs to be cranſ- 
ported, with her enchantments & fayre pro- 
miſes : butemong a hundred thowſand, it is 
hard ro fynd one, which hath the courage ra 
take ſuch an heroicall reſolution , but'in rhe 
end they play the crauens , and become ſlaues 
ro the world,and render it homage in moſt baſe 
& ionoble manner. 

Having now reſolued to pur this in executid 
verie {pecdilie; he entered into deliberation, 
by whatmeanes he might effe his purpole; 
with leaſt difficulric. He durſt nor reueal his itte 
tention to anie man, for yf the king had had 
but the leaſt notice of ic ; he would havein» 
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terpoſed his authoricie, to hinder it : and 1 
his brerhre had knowen yr they would immg 
- diatlie haue acquainted the king with | 
Therfor he with out help ofanie ſecular persg 
did ſert in order all his affayres of importance 
and diſpoſed ſecretrlie of his howſe. He gauets 
the Renerend fathers of the order of Minimeg, 
thar howſe at Nijjon ,] Which he had bought 
bein” nere to the Capuchins, with rwelue hi] 
dred french liures, for yearclie rent, (which a 
payd co chem ſtill by Madame de Guile) : obli 
wing them to ſaye two maſlles, euerie dayefox 
the intention of his mocher & wyle, andt 
mantaine a {choolmaiſter for the inſtruction 
of yo wrhe,atrhe ſuburbes of $. Honore: & he 
lefr to the Capuchins bis gardens, who would 
notacceprt the howſe; And in the end, he mes 
nag*d this buſines ſo prudenthie , & ſecrerliey 
that h- rooke the habir before anije of bis freds 
ſuſpetel anie ſuchmarter: and fo gaue hys 
farewcll to the world, in a moſt noble and 
pjos manner , as it inay appeare by a liue- 
| > deſcription of it, made by Mon leigneur the 
Cardinal! Perron of late, and happie memcrics 
T he farevvel of Monſieur Toyeuſe,entiing 
into religion, v 
Since the. happie dayeis come, which 
hath not onelic opened the eyes of my bo« 
die, bur hath awakened, my ileepie ſpirit, & 
hath hghtned it witha/ſpure andholie light , in 
Showing, 
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chowing me the repoling place of my ſouve. 
rain good,and ſowles healthe,l will firſt of all 
civethanks to thee,o greate god of mercie,fro 
the bottrome of my hart and ſowle, rharthou 
haſt youchſafed me this daye, this vnſpeaka- 
blegrace and fauor in ſtreatching foorth rhy 
hand,to draw me owt of this world , and the 
roughe and deepe myre thereof ; and in 

vtting me in the waye of thy holie will. Thou 
Fan delivered me from obl{cure- and dange. 
rous darkenes, and placed mein the brighrneg, 
ot thy grace, & benediCQtion. Thou haſt plucke” 
me from the thraldome of finne, ro ſer mear 
libertie vader the (weee yoke of thy holic 
obedience and confortable expetation of 
eternal lyfe Therforler all my lenſes,in a per» 
fc& harmonie,and all the powers of my lowle 
wholic bend to the ſerious conſideration of 
ſo great a benefitr, deſire nothing, think of no» 
thing, bur ofthy honour and glorie , who haſt 
beene ſo gracious, and ſo mercitull ro me; letr 
ail my cogitatids be nothing bur to medicare of 
thy great power & might * and let my ſighe 
haue no other obiect , bur the contemplation 
ot thy meritorious workes: & let the hymnes 
of thy glorie, be the exerciſe of my voyce., 
And as for thee (rraytcrous world) which haſt 
withheld me till this daye by thy alluring 
baytes, I doe now dcfierbee, and abandon 
th cc for eucr, 
Farewell 


44 The life of che Reverend Fathey © 
Farewell rhen ( O wordlie vanirie) forl g 
now to die for thee,o fayre & pleaſing placey 
retrai&t,, wher Il now make my enrrie,O wh 
a goodlie pallace is this? che ſtarelieportalli 
enriched with a great croſle , adorned with 
nayles, whippes, and pincers . This fronriſpic 
is beſet with dead mens skulls and bones. ( 
braue & victorious trophves, which doe reprs 
ſent, thar grear viorie of lyfe ouer death , fff 
heauen oner hell : by which vitorie we were 
xanlomed, and drawn foorth from the bat 
tomeles gulfe of dreadfull darkenes, and death 
was ſubdewed which held vs captiues vndet 
the yoke of finne, and ſo reſtored to our fil 
countrieand heauenlic right.O heauenlic ſeals 
of erernal bliſse, yeear the due to vs, yt we wil 
ſecke yow vnder theſe brauc enl1gnes; O pre 
tio® & rich ornament, what Taſper,w hat poliſ. 
hed Porphyre ſtones , wharpillers of choyle 
mar-ble , what coſtlie pieces arto be compare 
with theſe riches! O croſſe,let me embrace thee 
the deare cloake of my ſowles health; by rhee 
I haue entrance into the kingdame of heaue 
and mount aboue the high regions of the 
heanens : thou repreſentelt the whale world, 
for thy fowre poynts regard the foure corners 
of the world, which ar not ſaued but by th2e, 
O croſſe which artthe ladder, which reacheſt 
from earth to heauen, from hell to Paradiſe, a 
[ct me clcaye faſt rothee,to the end,that I may 
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be rayſed vp to the heauens with thee, O crofſe 
inage of paynes and torments, which my ſa« 
niour endured to overcome death , teach metro 
yanquish thar, which remaineth of deathe and 
lverh yetin me by ſinne:andrteache methe pa» 
ticnce, which iris bchoofefullto haue, ro con. 
quer my ſelf. O naylesall bloodie, whichhaue 
faltencd the Redeemer of the world to the 

i crolle, faſten my affeQions ypon his paines, 
and ſettle my fowle in that conſanrt vertue, 
which ought to rame my viriovs "cllgncy 
Preſle downe my (infull hands, with the feare 
of god, to the end that they ſtirre not Whe ren. 
rations incite them to anic euilaCt:and that In. 
nocencie diſtilling downe from all partes,may 
be the blood tonootrish my towle. And o Fee 
w hippes & ſcourges , beſmeared with blood, 
makethe feelingand coulour of my mortified 
and benummed bodie ro quicken againe., 
Drive from about me all ſort of delights, 
Which likepicking flies and hoxners , doe 
enuenime and wound me, ſoe that as yee 
haue cauſed the blood to lowe which hark 
cleanſed our ſinnes, fo cauſe yee thar to be 
ſpille, which hathe polluted my conſcience. 
Abate in my flech, all delightrhereof, that 
may be new borne in puritie and finceritie: 
and thon o Sponge, full of birrerneſle, diſtil 
1nto my hart one dropp of this sharpe loquour, 
but yet wholeſome and quickeping , which 
my 
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my Redecmer taſted of at his deathe, Giue m 

a licle talt of his laguorous paſſio, tor my lowk 
asa (ponge hath to dronkin the vnſauorie ar 
peſtilent humors of th: world, that yfir beng 
tomewhat preiled and wrung by anguishe 
and corinenr, 't will cotrupt and perish wholie 
And thou O {peare, which opened(t the hol 
{ydes of my ſautour , open mylydes and pearce 
my bart,thatl may (ee what tond deſyres, w hat 
bruts}1 concupilcencies Were there ſealed: ſe 
that blood (which is rhe delire of the flesh)and 
watcer(Which is the yanitic and inconſtancie o 
earth ) may flowe even to my fingers, and 
mounting, vp to my eyes, may reſtoreto them 
the tight of heauenlic,and dinine things, whict 
my lines haue covered,witha thick skinne & 
clowde. Atter this] will put on my head, the 
crowne of thornes, as an evident {1gne , that 
thoſe who ar crowned in this world wirh 
thornes, shall wear a crowne of glorie in an 
other wor d. Letus then cnter into his holie 
habitation , which isa treW Iune , ſer vpon the 
high waye ro heauen, O wha* magmtficence is 
ther int this baſenes,, what riches 1n this pouer» 
ticf what plealure in this payne ? O wy Sowle, 
thou halt long languished , in the furious con» 
cupilcences of the world, now art thou arriued 
ar the haven ct hcalthe : where thon needeſt 
nor cover anyrhjng, ſaving that thou haſt. For 
thou haſt all things, by cauſe all thjnys ar in - 
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zod, whoisallin all , and here he offereth hym 
ſelfro thee, Giue me , O give me the weapons 
of this happie warfare that 1 may b« ht , while 

he daye laſteth , and that I may conquer my 
elf, and ſo triumphe ouer the worid. O fayre 
and rich robe, thou shalt couer the infirmarie 
of my members, and hyde the pryde of my 
leche. Theſe peeces patched in,shall be fo 
Imanic memorialls ro me, of thc weak nes of 
1y nature, w hich ſuffereth ir {e]f ro be ſtayned 
and pearced choroughe on evericlyde, at lar 
[the and corrupuis of the world, tothe which 
oughtnow to applie holic and religious me- 
ditations , and now to {owe it, and reenter 
t,into the divine nature, by holie and ver= 
nous ations . Welcome fayre girdle, though 
hou art grofle, yertoo weake, to kvep downe 
he garments to the bodie, that is, to ſubdew 
he flesh tothe ſpirir, and ro rcſtraine the dil- 
ordered concupiſcences, that rhey occupie 
10t our thoughts, bur way be ſtrangled in our 
boſome, ſo loone as they ar borne. Courage 
hen,O hart, I am now readie to enter che liſts, 
vod ſtrenth@ and fortifie me, that I may getrhe 
5 A gods glorie.Fatewel world, Fares 
wel, 
He ſpake nor this by words of mouth bur 
(preſſed it reallie and effeuallie in all his 
tions :notin an ordinarie fashion , bur with 


o much fcrnour, and inward contentment of 
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ſowle, as that the inward light ſcnding fox 
evident beames owrwardlie , they that 
molt conuerſantin ſpiriruall lyfe , were fore 
ro laye Har mutatio dextra excelfs. T his chang ; 
ofthe right hand ofthe moſt highe: for what 
mote ſtrange, then to ſee anoble man , of tha 
qualitie and rank, raiſed on highe with gre 
honors,riche,and greatin place and authorirl 
a favotitc of a king, which ſeemed ro hold fat 
tuncin his hands, and ro impart of it to other 
at the age of fowre & ryentie yeares, whenli 
wasnow in the ſpring of his fortunes, ſoodaiy 
lie ſo chan z2ed, that he would cloath hymſel 
with fo vile and contempriblea weed(I me ' 
inthe opiniG of worldelings, who meaſure a 
things by the clle 6f their vaniric, ) and ro bg 
come poorenaked, and in neceſſirics, ſo tha 
he was not maiſter of ſo much, as the vet 
corde, where with he was girt :ahd to abat 
don the court,not by aniedilaftre(which oftt 
caſteth manie owr , to the diſgrace of ri 
world) bur by a holie violcce of loue,the ma 
puiſlant paſſion of all orhers! \ 
Art this tyme the Reverend Father, Bern 
d Ozimo, was Prouincial,a man of great repul 
ration , for the holiencs of his lyfe , and tre 
ſincerity of ſowle, In teſtimonic of his lanai 
tie, god wron ghr manie miracles by hym afre 
his deathe; bis bodie alſo was fownd, a lon 
tymc after yncorrupred, yicldinga moſt ſweg 
ANC 
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and fragrant odour) which is not ſeene at anic 
me, but accompanijug the bodies of holie 
men. This bleſſed father, gaue father Angel 
oyeule the habirt,admirting hym to it,the 4.of 
Feprember, in the yeare 1587. (1x and ewentie 
laycs after the deathe of his wyfe:who at mid- 
ight went to the Conuent of the Capuchins, 
tended onelie with two of the ſeruants of his 
Faber, and his Chappelin , whonot knowin 
yhither he went, were much aſtonished, 
he they ſawe hym ou his knees before the al- 
cr,in the preſence ofall the religious, audiawe 
ym caſt of his cloake , ſtripp hym ſelf of his 
lubletr & $hitt, and put on a rough habir, & 
ird hym ef with a groſlecorde, which mans 
er of cloathing ſeemerh to be yrkſome euen 
othe ſtrong luſtie laborour. O blelled lowle 
cewlie guided,and lightned by the holie ghoſt; 
or it was not the court, nor flesh and blood, 
F hich hath raught thee this le(lon, but the ex» 
raordinariegrace of god, to which thou has» 
Ing opcned entranceinto thy ſowle,withowr 
nic apprehefion of a cold and sharpe winter, 
lt yndertaken ſo hard and paynefull a voy- 
ge,(to the'eyes of the world)that the nomber 
; verie {mall of thoſe, who haue the courage, 
0 trace the ſame ltepps. ES) 
Theſe ar ſuch fauours,which god dorh nor 
> all,drawing men in diuerſe manners to hym, 
s it ſeemerh beſt ro his holie will, and accor- 
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ding to their miner of |yfe. For although infiri 
mitic bea great means,to make us turn tc god, 
when we forgetting his benefts,cnterraine out 
ſelfs with vanities,and idle contentments, (and 
euen by this waye, rhe holie ſeraphic S. Friicis 
was called) notwith{tanding , honors are an 
other meanes of vocatio, and verie propre and 
effectuall,burt much diftering from the former, 
For the firſt, forceth vs by afflictions, to lyfr vp 
our eyes to heauen:ard the other maketh vs ro 
obſcrne how all the pleaſuxes & delights of the 
world , muſt hane a wormewood taiſt in the 
end,and in deed breed forrow,andgricte,' And 
this vocatio,as the more excellent, rakerh hold 
onehic of the molt elevated ſpirits, and the pu- 
reſt ſowles, who doe clearelie diſcern truth £16 Þ 
falshood,and the ſubſtance ſrom the shadowe, 
This it was, that wrought with the Count 
Bouchage,that by reaſon of bis feruour he was 
called Angel,and io commonlic afrerward had 
the name of father Angel Toyenſe, An Angel 
indeed gardicn of putitie,and a glalle of manie 
noble good ſowles,w hich followed his (tepps, 
as he had imitared manie infinit others , Which 
went before hym. For this holic religion ct $, 
Francis hath bene profelled of kings, princes 
and manie honorable perſons, and shal be ill 
the end of the world, drawing men to it, by 
{plendor of puritic, and integritic : which as a 
bright ſonve,shining with great luſtre, maketh 
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the perfeCtion of it in this lyfe, euident tothe 
profane and Irreligious perſons, and repreſen- 
teth vnto them, the crownes , Whichar recea- 
ved for yt in the lyte ro come. 

lohn Brenne, Count of Vienne,of the race 
of the great Duke of Bullion firſt king of Hie- 
culalem,after he was crowned kingat Tyre, in 
the yeare 12.10.and made Emperour of Coſtan« 
tinople , after manie trophees wonne from his 
enemies,forſaking the world, rooke the habirr 
of $S. Francts , of whom a poet writt in this 
manner, 

Brenna vyas mightie,and great mn kinglie povver, 
But yet by $. Francis habit , he clymed abigher 
tovver. 

Henry king of Cypres , after that he hada 
long tyme gouerned tharlland, berook hym- 
ſelt,ro the religion of $ Francis, and leddalyfe 
renowmed for ſanctirie : wherof the miracles 
cine ſufficient reſtimanis, which ir bath pleaſed 
zod to work, by the inuocartion of hym, for an 
nterceſſour : and behold what 1s wrirt of 
this, 

He that vwyar king of cypres, and great mwvealth, 
Maketh bymſclf 4 Franciſcan , for his ſovvles 
health, | 
lohn king of Armenia,the ſoouerain maſter 
of tour and twentie kings, (who gouerned di- 
ucrie contries of this realme, a great enemie & 
conqueror of the Saracens ) did not make fo 
D 2 much 
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much accompr of his crowne, as of rhar of $, 
Francis,for he forſooke the one, and bare and 
dyed with the other,as the poet witnelſleth. 
Armema vyonders at their king of Royall ſeede, 
Cefting dovuron bis ſcepter, and clad vth S, 
Francis wyveede. 

Tames, king of Majorica,choſe rather, to be 
a poor {oldier, vnderS$, Francis ſtandard,then 
zo be a great king in his realme, 

Matorica flood aſtontshed, to ſee their head, 
Abaudonmg all delight, eatmg poore S, Francis 
bread. 

Peter ſonne of Tohn king of Arragon , a 
profefled Franciſcan, was a man of holielyfe,a 
great preacher : and preaching before Vrban 
the fift,and the Emperor,did ſoioynecloquece 
with his vertue, that he drew manie reares 
from his hearers. He kept the rule according r& 
therigour of thelerter, if anie cuer did, asis 
expreſſed. 

O happre and thrice noble Arragonie of ſpring, 
who tookeſt the poor babit of religion, and d oft a 
king. 

I lert paſſe Robert King of Hieruſalem, and 
Sicilie : Adolph King of Holſatia, andinfinir | 
others, who mooued by the ſecret gale of gods 
holie ſpirit,rurned the (ids of rheir thoughts, 
and defſignes , ro this holie port of aſſurance. ' 
And nor to go further, have we not this preſent 
yeare,here in France,the noble deſligne of the 

Count 
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Count de Voult, illewed owt of one of the 
moſt famous and moſt ancieht families of 
France, Who in the height of his fortune,readie 

to marrie,and atthe age of fowre and rwentie 
yeares, hath giuen the defie toall the pleaſures 

of the world, and now being claddin the 
poore habit of a Capuchin, is entered into his _ 
nouiceship , in this cittie of Paris. 


Of his Nowseshipp. 


THE FovrRTni CnHapTER, 


T 4 £ Count of Bouchage,hauing made this 
great and pleaſing ſacrifice ro god of hym 
ſelf; and hauing gotten and merited the name 
of Angel : themorning was no ſooner come, 
bur the bruit of this a&, ſpreading it (elf rho- 
rough Paris,came to the kings cares,aſloone az 
he roſe: who being aſtonished much at this re- 
port,and ſtroken with great ſaddnes, by reaſon 
of his great affeCtion to hym, rooke his Coche 
inſtanclie,and went tothe Conuent,of the Ca- 
puchins, attended with the brethren of farber 
Angel , who beſought hym , with all humble 
- and earneſt inſtavce, thathe woldnor $0 OWE 
of that Conuent ; trill he rook their brother 
with hym:perſuading them(elues , thatyf they 
made nor vle of this oppoxtunitic by the kings 
auth oritie, they Should neuer enioye the ſweer 
D 3; cons 
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T4 The life 0 ſ the Renerend Father 
converſation of theire brother heareafren, 
Therfor the king ſent for the Prounciall, and 
asked hym how he durſt adwirt hym,withowt 
his leaue,or withowr otice aduertifing hym of 
It, Whearas he knew well w hat particular affe- 
io he bore hym,cmonsg all his nobles. Wheat» 
upon he commanded his clgarhes, preſenulie 
to be brought, for he (ayd that his prelence and 
ſernice was necellaric for hym. 

This good father, borh wile and pions, made 
hym no long replic, knowing that it was ag 
hard ro quicta trowbled (pirit , 1n the begin- 
ning of a paſſion , as to ſtaye the courle of an 
imperuous torr6r: and thertbr layd onelie this, 
that he wentnot owr of his Conucnt, nor his 
chamber to ſeck hym,nor to tollicithym : and 
that he had not receaued hym , bur vpon his 
molt earneſt and importunare ſuire, and pray- 
ers:{o thathe took heauen to witnelle , & his 
ſowle fora caution and warrant of his, yt he 
chiced ro make 5hipw rack; & lolle of his itowle 
in the world, yet notwi.h ſtanding, the port 
was and Should be open for bym , when he 
wold go foith : but he humblic beſovght his 
maicſte not tolaye anie ſuch command vpon 
hym , as toput hym owt/|by force, hauing a 

eat horror to comirr ſuch a mortall ottence 
which he could not doe, though he were to 
dye tor it, 

V hile he ſpake theſe wordes, he gaue charge 
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to abrother, to callhym. Who entring into 
his chamber,fownd hym on his knees,and his 
eyes lyfred vp to heauen, and melting into 
teares, praying hartily , bycaulſe he had hard 
thenoyle, & the ceſolutio of the king and his 
brethren, who were in the cloyſter, He came 
Jowne immediatlie , but mnch againſt his 
myad. As ſoone,as the king awe hym in th1s 
habit, with his head shauen,an4 baretooted:he 
C1] allmoſt into a traunce, with {obdaine al{to- 
nichment,and ſoodainlie lo changed his colouTCr 
that he could nor ſpeake, he was {0 ouerwhel- 
med with ſorrowe. And inthe depth of this pal- 
fon ofmynd, tearcs as neW witnelles of bis 
ſingular aft2Ctio towards lym,trickied downe 
his checkes; his brethren allo tranſported 
with great anguisÞ of mynd,fell vpon his neck 
oroaning and la menting, profeſſing that they 
would ratherdie, them to leauc hym 11 this 
manner. O whar force grace harh in a poore 
ſowle, yt maye appeare by the ſequeale, This 
fatherſawerhem weepe and !am ent, Wirh drie 
eyes:and shewed a [miling and chcarfu! come- 
reniceto them,amiGlt their mournings,forin 
1 grave, modeſt. & rC:4g1005 manner he made 
them ſee, rhat he had no cawle of griefe, bur 
rather of great ioye : bur that onelie he could 
not,but be mooucd ſomewhat, tharthey wear 
{0 afteted. 

The king atlengrh recouering hym ſclf,and 
4 ferching 
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ferching a deepe lſighe,asked hym, what mods 
ued hym to choſe that kind of lyfe,ſo contras 
rie to his render, and delicate conſtitution, 
which he thought could never ſupport the 
-oke of ſuch auſterities? whar diſcontentment_ 

e had reccaued at the court , that he should- 
forſake it,and enter into ſuch a courſe of lyfe) 
yf he doubred of anie chainge of his afteftion 
rowards hym: he would give hym,as good af 
ſarice of ir,as ever anie man had. As for devour 
ſerving ofgod, he rould hym', God js townd 
eueric where,and men maye work their faluas 
tion in all places. Thar S. Lewis, and manie 
other ſaints had lined in the court,and yet cea' 
{ed nor to lead a halielyfe. In fine, he rould 
hym,he should doe much wrong to this fami- 
lie, yf he went on in this courſe of Iyfe : and 
therfor prayed hym , bythat loue & affection, 
which a (ubie oweth to his prince,w ho ren- 
dereth,and louerh hym, that he would presGt= 
lic follow hym , an forſake this lvte. What 
could he ſaye more, to abate the courage ot a 
man of great reſolution. His brethren tendered 
the ſame requelt, with all poſſible inſtance bur 
all in vaync,for he had no eares, ro hatken ro 
them,in this cequeſt, To|the King, he made this 
an{wer. 

Syr,it is not anicediſcontentment, that hath 
mooved me, to lecko rhis retravie,  & incited 
me tothe contempt cfthe world,and the vani- 
LLCS 
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ties thereof: Itis the graceof god, which inthe 
plentie & varietie of contentments, hath made 
me ſcethey ar nothing bur ſmoake. Ir is not a- 
nie doubt or feare of your princelic aftetion 
for yow haue allwaies affected me, farr beyod 
my deſert. Iris rather a leſſon, which I haue 
learned of yow, which withowr my owne 
knowledgandpradtiſe, I haue alſo reccaued 
from heauen. For how often , hauc yaw told 
me, when I was alane with yow, in your cab- 
biner, and entertained ſome thoughts of deuo- 
tio'11; that this world was full of deceiprfull 
baits, and that ambicion (asa moſt cruel lyo- 
nes)did deuoure the moſt zealous : and that ir 
was fitt to follow thole vocations which we 
haue from god; and as all things , rend to their 
center, ſo ought we ta dire allour intentios 
to 20d. I hauc now made my benefitt of thele 
holie exhorrations, permirt me,therfor | hum- 
blic beſeech yow , yf yow will doe me the ho- 
nour ſtill ro loue me, that I may ſtaye herc,and 
lo enioye my contentment, for he that louerh, 
wisheth allwaies the contentment of hym 
vom heloueth. 

He ſpake moreouer touching the vanitie of 
the world, thatitisa poylon which infecteth 
in ſucha maner, that Lip moſt expericced phy- 
ficions in ſpirituall medecines , can hardlis 
avoyd it:thatitis the daughter of the firſt of tho 
diucls, fifter ro that enemirie, which he beareth 
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to man: for to follow it,is ro forſake god: & to 
loue godis to dereſtir, God will not dwell in 
harrs deuided. Beſides rhis world is verie tran- 
ſitorie,& heauen is not given, butrto thole who 
rake it by violence: thatitisas hard to ſaue our 
ſowles,amiJſt the pomps and vanities of rhe 
court, asto lineinthe midlt of a furnace , and 
nortto feele the heart, of che fames, In fine his 
wordes prevayled ſo much with them , thar 
they were well appcaled, and retourned with 
conentment, admiring the goodnes of god, 
that had endewed [o abble 2 bodie, with (ſo no- 
ble & heroicall a ſowle. 
Afrer he had palled this firſt brunt, fo coura- 
giouſlic tothe glorie of god, and 10ye of his 
angells, he metr with| a more daingerous af- 


ſfaulr, which ſeazed v pon his powers and abili- - 


ties, the firſt encountring onely his aftetio;for 
what auayleth it, ro will and delire anie thing, 
which is beyond our reache, and which we 
Cannort put 'Nexecuirion:inoman performes 4 - 
nierhing well, ry which he was not betore in- 
clined in will ro doc, hut manie loue orear de- 
fires, which (urmount their ſtrength. For the 
ſpace of three monerhs, his bodic hauivg been 
accultomecl,to hne and good feedingghe could 
noreare rhe or\linarie meat of the religious, & 


| 
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bread which was giuen in almes to the teli- 
gious, took awaye his appetite, ar the verie 
light:neither could hedrink of the clarer wyne, 
for belides that it was ſowre and sharpe , and 
mixt of diuers kynds ; ir may be he neuer vſed, 
ro drink of rhat ſort of wyne.Thele were dain. 
gcrous batteries , able ro labdue a brauc de- 
tender. The phiſicians concluded, (wherher for 
fuor,or for monie, itis not knowen that he 
mult neceſſarilie forſake his religio, for to laue 
his lyfe. His brethren inthe mean tyme vſed 
all ſollicitarion rhey could for this end, hoping 
that by gayning of ryme, he would change his 
purpoſe. Burthereligions helping hym with 
their prayers, his charitie triumphed oner all 
theſe ro godsglorie , and the encrealc ot his 
mcrirs. He cared not for death, and was not 
vi willing to quittthe cabernacle of his weake 
bodice: hauing allreadie forſaken the world,he 
would inure his bodie ro mortifications,for he 
ſay he wasentered into religion for that end, 
and reſolucd to ſupport all paynes and ttar ell 
in that kynd. 

His bleſſed morher, Madame de Toy*ule, 
onelie among all his friends did paſſionartelie 
deiire his per{cnerance and to this purpole she 
vilted hym often, and encouraged hym, as 
much as layc in her, being herſelf much adni- 
ce inthe (chovle of perfeQtion:and as he wit» 
aclled bymiclt, the ſight onelic of her, was in 
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ſtead oof ſtrong refeftion, & ſtrengthned hym? 
much in this holie courſe of lyfe , in defpyre of 
all the brusk encounters of the world, rhe flesh, 
and & diuel.She s&r hym euerie daye two lofes 
of bread , with a litle botle of whyte wyne, 
and god, who never giuerh vs good delyres, 
withowrt force to vn Jas them , did diſtill 
downethis benediQtion 'vpon this bread , that 
with verie litrle or no other meat, he paſled 
the ryme of three moneths,in thatrigorous faſty 
which the religious doe exacthie oblerue. $0 

owrefull is loue, that when it comandeth our 
ations, all the greateſt contrarierics, & dif 
guſts ,ar made eaſe and ſweet. During this 
ryme he accuſtomed hymlſelf, by litle and licle 
ro eare of the common meat,and at the length 
gayned ſo much of hym ſelf, rhatther was not 
anie of the religious, { who had been never fo 
hardlie bred ) char could paſle with this nou- 
rishment more ea\ilie the bymſelf: in fo much, 
that he conrered hym (elf with hearbs,beanes, 
peale, pulle and for the molt part with bread 
and water, while others cart ſuch meat, as was 
brought home, at the comon almes: whervp6 
he was reputed one of the moſt auſtere of his 
prote(ſton, 

The morrow after he took the habire, the 
celigious fathers, withowrt regard of kis qua- 
litic, ( for emong them, theris no diſtinRion of 
perſons for their birth ,| be they noble, or of 

mMEanc 


F. Anvell of Toyenſe. 61 
meane parentage ) begann ro put hym, to all 
vile and baſe exerciſes , both bodil.c and fpiri= 
wall, fir for the tryallof thoſe , whoenter into 
the ſchoole of mortification. And he withowr 
anie diſdaine, or anie repinin, obeyed in all 
things , with great promprnes, fo that he was 
the firſt in all rheſe exerciſes, & lerued for an 
e*xampleto incite others. Whata chainge is this, 
that he which was yeſterday cladd richlie like 
aprince, attended with manie ſervants, and 
obeyed as a great ſeigneur of his rank, the daye 
following cloatheth hym {elf with a courſe 
ſack, & is comanded, to digg and labourin a 
poor miner?That he, which was (erued with lo 
much reſpect and honor, ſubic&eth hym elf 
to (weep chambers , and wash others poore 
dishes: that he who yeſterday with Toleph bore 
[waye and rule in the greateſt and weighneſt 
affayres of the king, to daye with Mardocens, 
cladd with ſackcloath and ashes is deſpiſed, 
and pur tro doe thoſe baſe offices , which ar 
enioyned to Nouices,for proofe of theit hum 
litie,and ro quell their propre will, theplague 
and bane of religious ſowles, What pleaſure he 
took in theſe humiliations , itis not eahilie ex- 
preſſed, God w hich knoweth the harr, did re- 
compence hym accordinglie; and bythe ef- 
teCts, we may eafilic 10s. ar , hisrrue fince- 
ritie, and perfeCt humilirie. 

It happenedin the tvme of A - 
tnac 
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that the Duke of loyeule, ( biseldeſt brorhef) | 
and an other of his brethren were ſlaine, at the 
baraille of Courras , for the defence of the Ca» 
tholick faithe ,and che tate of their countrie, 
whoſe death was a cawſe of great mourning 
to al! France. Their bodies according to their 
ualitie, were brought ro Paris, & receaned 
with as much honour, according to an ancient 
manner as vf they had returned in conqueſt, 
and laden with the ſpoyles of their enemies, 
They were attended by alſvlemne proceſſion, 
Vnro -he church of $. laques du Haulte pas, 
whercir pleaſed the king alſo ; ro aſſiſt them 
giuing an ample ceſtimonie of his afteQtion, 
towards thoſe who had layd downe ther lines | 
for ls defen cc:and he didnot lcauerhem, ill, 
heſaw their funeralls,ended according to their 
merit, and valoure. Hcre among rhe re'igious 
perſons, the Capuchins were preſent, tofaye 
theofiice ofthe dead for rheir intTrion: among 
whom, ther was hardhe fownd ane one, 
which could recite the office withowr inter- 
ruption of ceares and groanes.. Onehe this fa- 
ther Angel (though yer but a nouice, withowr 
anie cxteriour ſigne of ſuch lorrow,continued 
the linging of the office, and kepr in that grear 
ſorrow , which did more| nearhepreſse hym, 
then anjic orher. This death of his brethren,be- 
lidesthe griefe, which he had therby, was alfo 
ashrewd temprario tro hym: tor he was partlie 
mcoucd 
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moued by the blood, which can not but boyle 
in ſuch a caſc,and parrtlic by diuers of his freds, 
who vnder coulour of con{olation vifited hym 
often, to take the reucng of his brethrens 
deathe. Bur his buckler to reſiſt theſe darres, 
was a verſe of Sal omon,w hich he had learned 
by hart, and had oftenin his mouthe; Sonne 
vl en thou com} to ſerue gd land m feare , andpre= 
pare thy hart for tentatton. 

There arriued yer to hym, a more dainge- 
rous tempration , then anie of theſe former, 
Wheras theſe came not bur from the world, 
and the flesh, which ar to be ſubdued by rea- 
{on : burthis laſt came from god , whome it 
pleaſed to rake from hym , that inward gwtr, 
which he had:ſo thatall things , which ſeemed 
before ſweet to hym, ſoodainlie became 
ſowre,and vnpleaſir,for the inward cololatis, 
which is as the breaſt which god waketh his 
young onesto ſuck, ſoro make them findeco.. 
tenrment amidſt all auſterities and irkſomnes 
of flesh and blood; was taken from hym, fo 
that now hefell into a wonderfull drynes, and 
languour of ſpirir, not nag ane go in his 
prayers,meditations,and holie exerciſes, which 
arasit werethe Aromatical perfumes of a de- 
uout ſowle, Notwithſtanding all this , he cea- 
ſed nor,to frequent thre ſame holie praCtile of 
his deuotions, neither was gods graceimpa- 
icd ro bym herby : for the beſt {pitirvaliſts, 
know 
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know well, that ther is a great difference, 
berween the practiſes of pietice and deuorion, 
and feeling a plealure and ſweerguſt therin,' 
the one being a dire& at, which renderh dis; 
relic rogod, as to the vimoſt obieCt : the 
other is an action of our knowledg), which 
caw ling a reflexion vpon that, which we haue 
donne, vringeth with itioyc and contentmer; 
The firlt isa purea&t of vertue, the ſecond is! 
the fruit which we garher therot: god concurs 
reth with the firſt, and| ſo by it, ar the ſolide 
actions of vertue exerciſed: bur he depriueth' 
vs of the ſecond, which is our knowledg,! 
whence riſeth our contentment, whence dark-| 
nes cometh in ſteed of clearenes, and drienes' 
of ſpiritin the place of affection, & heauienes/ 
in ſteed of ioye. For more familiar explicario of. 
this, we know that he, which being exrreame 
thirſtie, shall rake aniel1quor into his tomach 
withowr taſting it, should certanlie drink 
it though he chould not beleeue it , by: 
cauſe he findeth no contentment in the drin- 
king: fo fareth it, when god taketh away 
his comforts, we doe not ceaſe, ro exercile 
vertuous actions , bur|yet the want of our 
knowledg and guſt, maketh ys to think that 
wedoe nottncle actions. 

Being in this diſtreſſe he diſcouered his in- 
ward atfeftion to his ſuperior, which is rhe 
beſt ar mour of defence a nouice can yle, in * 

anic 
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anie ſuch temprarions. The religious fathers 

aſſiſted hym by theire holie prayers, and his 

\ WM verruous mother wasnot wanting to encoo + 
- WJ cage bym,aſfuring hym that ir was god who 
ec Wl would prooue hym,& thar he did oftEtreartin 
h WW this manner his beſt fauorits, And therfor he 
e WW which doth mortifie, and quicken againe,whe 
MW ic plcaſerh hym, who bringerh vsto the brink 
"WE of hell, & bringeth vs back according to his 
' holiewill, after he had tryed his refolution,and 
e | WH made hym triumph over all theſe batteries, re. 
1 WW copenced hym an bundredfold for theſe payns, 
and anguishes, which he ſuſtained. Ir hap- 
-| WJ pencd thar one night \afrer marrins , the reli- 
gious being all rerired intro their cells, he conti- 
nucd in the church praying : 6 thet praftta.. 
ting hym ſelf before the alter , he forced bym 
ſeltro ouercome this great deſolation , wher 
wi.h he was afflicted. Icis nor poſſible, to re. 
preſent th:s griefe, for as wuch as the ſowleis 
morenoblethen the bodie, ſo ar the dolonrs 
pg'cater,and ther is no martyrdome comparable 
ro it, ſeing that martyrs inv ape RING by 
the (p:ciall grace of god, h ue fownd great c6- 
- WM foitin their rorments, and roſes emong. their 
- W ebornes: whearas this poore novice, afflicted 
in [pirit, and depriued of (piritual pleaſure, re+ 
ceaued no conſolation from 1 29 from 


whence he expeed his caſe anJ dcliue- 
railce, | 
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-. Lyingrthertor flatt before the alrar praying 
withall the powers of his. ſowle , het le 0- 
dainlie,an excraordinarie motion, with in hym, 
ſo that ſome ſparke of that heauclic fyre, which 
urificth the Girir, kindled ſo great a flame in 
by harr,that he being'notable to ſmoorheryr 
cryed out ſo lowd, that therrcl. gious who werg 
ar reſt in their cells, were. awaked wirh the 
novſle . O holie {owle,. now is thy content 
come, andthe bimreraes of che affliction pally 
et notſo, that thou canſt haue anic aſſurane 
Sn the lik» aſſaults, ouer which ( yfrhey fk; 
owt) thou shale by gods holje grace triumphe, 
as thou haſt allreadic. For after all theſe incut 
ſions of rempration,, he had a violent combare 
in debating with hym (elf, whether the Iytec of 
Carchufians, and their ſolitude, were not more 
proper & fitr for hym. But recommending this 
to god in earneſt prayer, he receaued jnipiratth 
from god , that he Should perſcuer nn tat 
courle of lyfe, which he had now vndertakenz 
Whereupon he came to the Reuerend faihs 
Julien (maiſter of the Noujces ) and fayd in by 
eareto hym,, My Father, l haue made a vawe 
ro god, to live and dye a Cappuchin. From that 
tymehe enivyed a {weetrepole, and calme of 
his lowle. All kis mortifications were pleaſures 
tohym , his$shirts of heyre were roles , his 
faitin ges were great bakers, his diſciplines were 
dcel-ghts, and the grace Which hereccaued from 
| ab Oucy 
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aboue, was (o well entertained by his coope= 
ration, that he went on courag! ouſliein his in « 
trendedcourſe , and was neuer after diſquieted 
by anie accident. 


Of his profeſsion , and manner of lyfe. 
Tur $sz3xT CuarTrr. 


Ather Angel loyeulc, haning now paſſed 
the yeare of his Nouiceship, which is 
trewlic called the yeare of probation ; bycauſe 
evcnas goldis tryedin the [t8rwjny ſo was he 


tryed of god and man by all ſorts of mortifica= 
tions, and (o by theſe ations. , augmented his 
graceand his metir. The ryme of his profeſſion 


being come, that he wasro enter into an obli- 
gation with god by ſolemne vowe ro live the 
reſt of his dayes in moſt {1mple pouertie, molt , 
pure chaſtitie, and molt perte& obedience: he 
humblie requeſted the Reverend father F, 
Bernard d|'Ozimo, who was to receanc hym 
in the preſence of all the religious on gods 
part ; that he wold admitt khym emong the 
profelled Religions , as he had done the 
yeare before i emong the Novices . This 
good father whoſe words were pearcing 
cuen to rhe inward marrowe of the c@u- 
ſcience, ro make hym apprehend the vglie» 
nesof vices, and the beautic of yertue, with 

E 2 the 
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the different end of the/one and the other; 
knowing of what great importancea vowed 
of Religious is, by which he can nor doe that 
vnder payne of damnation , which he migh 
haue donne before, withowr the leaſt [cruple 
of offending God : bent his perſualions with 
all feruour, ro lett hym{ee the ſweerncs of lis 
bertie, ( which wasas yetin his power): that 
it was a {mall matter to forſake our eale, and 
cqumodities, but ro torlake our will, that this 
was a greatentrepiile. He xo'd hym that he 
might yer frcelie enioye his corentmers and the 
court,that he might buy heaucn berrercheaps 
and that the king and his frends would receaue 
infinirconrentment therear, In tyne . he (aye 
Religion wasſo heauie a yoke, that the moſt 
couragious did ſtoope to ſuſtain yr;thar he ha@ 
taſted ſomewhat this yeare paſt , bur all that 
was bur hoonie, in compariſon of that, which 
he muſt ſuffer, as to palle mountaines couecred 
with (nowe barcefoored , beſides that this was 
a marriage, w hich(can nat be broken, fo tar 
in ſtead of comandine he muſt obey, abandon 
his owne proper afteCtions, die ro his narurall | 
delyres | deſpiſe worldlic paſſions , make lighr 
of all reuilings and opprobiies, embrace ca- 
lummes, loue pquerue haue no ather riches, | 
bur affliction : and finallic conavle bym 1<1f ro | 
the croſſc for eucr. And therfor thar he should | 
be well aduiled , what he would doc. Her- 


vpon 


=_ AMS Ao” # 7 oo 


F. Angell of loyeuſe. 69 
upon heasked hym,yt he would go back ward 
or forward, What conragious ſpirit, would nor 
haue been daunted with this ſpeeche? 

Bur this bleſſed Nouice , hauing well caſted 
oftheſweer liquours which theworld repre- 
ſents , { which ſeeme rather ſweet, then ar 
trewlic) was ſo farr from being diverted by 
this diſcourſe, that contrariewiſe like a Palme 
rree,the more itis charged, the more it riſerh: 
ſo he became more cooragious & reſolute che 
before, & beſought hym more inſtantlic for 
his admiſſion. Wherfor proſtrating hymlelf 
before the alter, he ſolemniſed this contra of 
his profeſſion, with vnſpeakableioye, purting 
hym ſelfinto the hands, of this blefled farher 
his ſuperior, O mutation or rather reſurreQio, 
ro giverhe laſt farewell, ro inclinations of fen- 
ſnalitie, and worldliedelightsin this manner! | 
This food is too hard of diſgeſtion, for a com* 
mon and ordinarie {owle, it is ſuch', that God 
doth not gine bur ro his beſt fauotires. His 
936! ra being made, it is almoſt incredible, 
low he augmented his teruor in prayer, his au» 
ſteritiein faiting, his ngour in dilciplines; ble(- 
ling god, from the botrom of his ſowle, thathe 
had called hym to this kynd of lyfe, which c@- 
priled all his former benefits, Theſeare his own 

Words. 
O my ſowle,bleſle our lord, and forger not his 
beachrrs:this(fairh he)is an abbrigement of all 
E3 | the 
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the reſt, anew creation , anew iuſtification , 
new redemprion , an earneſt-pennie and gag 
of glorification,in fine,a conſummare heapeof 
all rhe mercies of god, And by along —_— 
repeating the mercies and benefitts beſtowe 
ypon hym, hepurrerh firſt the plenarie ablolys 
tion , Which a religious man hath , bothe from 
finne , and the payne'dueco yr. Secondly that 
it cureth all madlallits , contracted by ſinne, to 
witt ignorance by an amorous knowlcdg of 
god, Which is called Sapienceor wiſedome. It 
cureth frayletic, by the ſuccor of ſuperabund& 
grace, It healeth concupiſcene, by louc of godz 
and mallice, by the lobe of our neiphbog 
Thirdly a religious perſon is exempr, fro manie 
occaſions of tinne.Fourrhlie god hath ſingular 
care of them, and proteCtion, Fifthlie, 1 
fection of ſpirituall conſolaticus,accopanieth 
yt, in ſomuch that a religious pers6 as an cage 
renueth , and rrasformeth hym ſelf 1nto Teſul 
Chriſt, by gracc in this lyfe, to be wholie 
changed into hym, by glorie in the lyfe ro 
come. 

To cnioyethele benefits, heſayd , I would 
(my brethren ) we did beare a ſingular loue 
to our rule, and that eucric one of vs did vit 
diligence for the ſtrift obſeruation of yr, The 
firſt thing that we should doe, were dailictor& 
member the promile we made, at our profel- 
hd: Theſecondis to take ioye,in that we have 


made 
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made this promiſe & vowe,8& daily torenue ir, 
The third is to meditate euery daye in the 
weeke in this miner. On Soday , vpo Obedie- 
ce:Miiday on chaſtirie : Tony on pouerrie, 
Wedneſday on Charitie : Thurlday on humili« 
tie:Friday, on pennance and morrification, in 
our habit, in our ſlcepe,in our meate: and Sat+ 
terday,onthe peace,Which oughtro be emong 
vs. The fourth is, humblic ro requeſt our ſupe- 
rior,and brerhren,thatthey wouldaduertiſe ys, 
and admonish vsof our faultes and defeQs , in 
the obſeruation of che rule & conſticurions, ro 
the end that we may amend them,and receaue 
willinglie their reproofes for ſo good anend. 
The fifthis, to take one day eucric monerth,for 
a gencrall and exa&t examinarion of all faultes, 
comirred againſt rhe rule, and to accuſtome 
hymlelf, ro doe ſome particular penance for 
the ſame faults. and in this manner, fayd he, 
we might cxercile our ſelts, ro atrew obediece 
of our rule,which we haue promiſed ro keepe: 
And loc heere the frame & modele of his lyfe, 
(expreſſed in his owne words,) which he did 
lead fro the daye of his profeſſion,ſubdewing 
ſtill the deſyres of the flesb, and making ir obe- 
dient,ro the ſpicir, by violence of auſtenties, & 
mortification, oe, 

The firſt rymethar vpon obedience he rook 
anic voiage a foor, ( as 1t is their cuſtomenener 
to ryde, withowt extreame necellitic ). the 
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ſoles of his feer were ſo render, that before hal | 
had gone five leagues , he was fayne to byne 
his handkerchif abowr them, leaſt they might 
be ſore hurt by the hardenes of his anda 
And in deed the payne was ſo dolorous, thathg 
couldnorgo,till his compagnio was forced y 
his 


procure alt afle to cartie hym to the pla 
whither they went. Bur afcer this voiage , hig 
feet were lo inured & hardened , To he 
wenttwiſeto Rome and being prouinciall of 
the order for (x ycares rogether , he went 
eueric yeare three or fowr hundred leagues @ 
foax, in viſiting theprouince.Itis almoſt incres” 
dible, what auſteriries he vſed, bothe ar home' 
& abroad. If as he was abroad ther was much 
good meate preſented ro hym: he wold take of 
the meanelt fort, both ro favcelie theallure- 
mentsof ſenſualiric,as alſoro giue good exams 
ple to ſecular perſons, w ho skann narrowlie all 
the adiobrofceligious men, He avoyded all 
occaſions of mectings, where he thought, he 
might be knowen , leaſt he might be rreared 
berter then a poore Capuchin, Therfor he 
chooſe rather to reryre hym ſelf, to the cabbi- 
ncts of the poorelt ſort, then to great howſes, 
where bc should be well entertained He faſted 
all rhe eves of ovr Sawor, & our B, Ladie, and 
diſpoſed bymſclt ro receaue new graces, by ex- * 
eraocdinarie and fresh mortifications: diſcipli- * 
ning hym ſelf , with greatrigours and conten-' * 
ting 
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ting hym ſelf, with bread and warer, which be 
did care on his knees , as a man vnworrkie of 
ſo good refefion, And his bodie contrariero 
the ordinarie manner, was nothing weakened, 
by theſe penances, bur did daylic augment , 8 
renew its forces,and continnued them wirh=- 
owt anie mitigation , cuen to the howre of his 
deathe., 

One or two yeares afrer his profeſſion , the 
ciuill warres were ſo hoate in France , that 
there was nothing almoſt to be leene in all 
parts,butthe markes male ti and (word, as was 
euident by infinite churches ruinated, & chap- 
pells ſpoyled and ſacked, holie altars ouer- 
throwen, by the furie ofa pretended religion. 
To avoyd theſe crucltics & inlolencies, 
which ſuch trowbles bring with chem, beſides 
the great diſquiering of good and peacable {pi- 
rits, the Fa. Provincial was conſtrayned to 
lend manie religio* ro Rome , among whom 
was this bleſſed father Angel oyarle This 
long voiage weakened hym much , rogerher 
with the incomoditics w hich they ſuffer, who 
carrie no moonie as the poore Capuchinsar 
faine ro doe,relying Wholic on gods prouidece. 
When he was come to Florence', the Duke 
was deſyrousro fee hym , bycauſe he bad hard 
much ſpoken of hym , worthie of admirarion; 
& with rhe permiſſion of the Gardie,the Duke 
had long hi ous with hym,ſo thatthe Duke 
Es fayd 
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ſfayd opcnlic thatthere was ſomewhar in hy 
more then humain, which comendarion made 
hym change his coulor, ſo humble he was,at 
loued rather contempr then prayle, : 
He was informed before he came owt © 
France , that the Religious Obſeruants , hadg 
habic, which $. Francis did weare, (which they 
eltcegcd as a pretiousrelique, and make grea 
Jakes to$howe1rtoanic man!, being Fock 


vp in a coter with two keyrs, whearcof the 
Duke kecpeth onc,and the Convent an other, 
Therfor the Duke making offer , of anie fauot 
he might doc hym,accordingro the pom; 
oreat princes, he humblic thanked hym, 

rould hym the poore Capuchins, ſtood in need 


ofnothing, bur yer being, a child ofS. Francis, 
he should much oblige hym , yf by his fauor he 
might {ce the habir ofthis Seraphicall Sain&e, 
which was in the cultolie of the Obſervants, 
His Highnes granted hym th15 requeſt, and re- 
quired tarher Gardich to shew itto hym , He 
had alſo this grace donnero hym!;, that he was 
permitted ,ro put yt ypon hys owne habir, & 
ſcing it was likero hjs1n coulor, and roughe- 
nes ,in fashion,and in the Capuce or hood, 
lifting vp his eyes to heaucnh , and ſireaching 
owt his armes(diſplayed in manucr of acroſle) 
he cryci owt with a moſt lowd voyce, O god 
what happienes is this, that I have obravacd 
that which I ſo much deſyred; Iam now tullie 

content 
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content , and my ſowle hauing abandoned all 
earthlic afteftions , doth regard nothing ( O 
my god ) bur thee who art my ſoverajgne 
good,and laſt felicitie. 

Going from Florence, he tock his iourney 
towards Rome , which journey he made with 
great payneand difficultie, being verie ficklie, 
and ill diſpoſed in bodie , yetat length arriving 
there,not withowr ſuffering greare incommo- 
dities , he ſciourned there ſome tyme, for the 
recouerie of his health, and reſtoring of his 
{trength(much empayred,by ſo long and payn- 
[ full a voiage,) The R.Father General ſent hym 
1 thence, to Venice;ro ſtudie diuinitic, where he 
1 paſlcd his courſein theſe ſtudies, with greatad- 
MM miratio.This courſe of Theologie being finish. 
iſ <d, and his dexteritie, and ſufhcrencie well 
f knowen, to the R. father General, both vpon 


his owne, & other mens experience , he was 
s$er to Lorrain, & made Guardian ina Couecnr, 
In which charge he carried hymſelf 'fo pru- 
| dentlic (as in all other buſtenes wherin he was 
| ro employe hisauthoritie) that he made itap- 
peare, he was as fitt , ro comand , as to.obeyc: 
as well experimented for praCtiſe,as for ſpecu- 
lation: finallie, as prudentand iudicious , ashe 
wasauſtere and sharpe in mortifications 
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Hovy be forſook the habue of his religzon, \. 
and upon yvhat cavyſe. 1 
2 

'TuE SEVENTH CHAPTER, 


His bleſſed farther Angel Ioyeuſe, having 

continewed {ome yearesin Lorraine, mn, 
edificed all che contric by his eminent exampley 
The R. Fa. Generall , yeclding ro the inſtanz 
praycrs , of rhe treach fathers ſent hym into 
Gaicoigne: for they thought that his onelie 
preſence ( abſtrafting from his praftiſe of fins 
oulat vertue) was greatlie necellarie there : &: 
thatthe whole order of religious men, would; 
hauc therby marter of grear conſolation , for: 
god divers rymes makKerh vie of the moriues 
of our own proper intereſt, ro putin execution 
the purpoles of his cternall promdence : wher- 
of we cannot comprehend the cawle, but by 
the knowledg of the effects. All the order of 
Religion wished that he might be {ent into 
Gaſcoigne, bur they did nut foreſee that 
heshould be raken owr of his religion there, & 
ſoincurrthe danger to loole hym wholie .He 
was no ſooner comethither , but he was made 
Gardian ar Tololc, ro the great contentment 
of all the religious, and the chick men of thar 
parliament in that cirrie, thinking it a great co- 
fort to have hym for Supcriour emong, good 
celipious 
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religious men , whoſe parts and brethren had 
obliged rhe whole contrie to them, by theire 
trauailes, for the comon good. Bur alas, all this 
joye was butaflache , which preſcntlie was 
gone; & a great griete ſucceeding, made them 
loole all the confort of their former ioye. For 
Monſcigneur Scipio de Ioyeuſe, Linetenant 
general tor the king in Languedoc, hauing loſt, 
his lyte ina bartaile, againlt che Huguenors in 
the ſiege ar Villemur , fue leagues fro Tolole, 
all the contrie was much affhC&ed by his dearh 
for want of a gouernor , and principallleader 
the ciuill warres being chere molt hore. And 
the nobles and pcople of this contrie were lo 
atfe&ted ro this howle and familie of loyenle, 
thar they wold notcontent rh& lelfs with anie 
orher ( whereas France had manie noble and 
worthy perſons) bur one of this howle. 
Herepon,all the lower of noble gentlemen 
in Languedoc, who had followed his decea(- 
(ed brother, accompanied with the chiefe, men 
0: the Parliament, humbly beſonght Movſri- 
gneur Cardinal de loyeule, to rake compaſſion 
on their caſe, andto accept this charge, and bc» 
come a' Gouernour and fatherto them, in {o 
Vigeixneceſſirie. He defired them ro exciilc 
lym, as being verie vofirt for ſech acharge, in 
r-gard of his profeſſion : and beſides , he rold 
them this were to bring in more confuſion ,in 
ſteed of (erting berrer order, and toruinate the 
prouince, 
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prouince,in thinking, to raiſe yt,and confort 


Ih 
whearas I haue more need, to be gouernedl © 
then I have experience to gonerne others. Yi hi 
his compaſſion, and affection rowards them; F 


[&. 


made hym think of his brother, who was ret 
redro a cloyſter lyfe, hauing herrofore showed h 

hym ſelf, in the court, with great honour ar 
credit.O blefled ſowle, thou art now in the Pts 
radiſe of ſuck rrew repoſe ,as can be had on 
earth, and now they enterinto connlell , how 
they may pur thee jnto the hell of rroublal. 
and vnquietnes, h: 
This blcifed father, thought of nothing leſle, 
then ſucha brunt, rhoughe the divel danced 
for ioye, thinking to have, gayned more, by 
this market, then hegid ,,and gaue manifeſſe 
ſignes of ir, which had beene able ro haug 
frighted hym ,yfhe had much refle&ed on yt. 
Forone night, while he was raking his reſt, vp6 
his hard conche, he hard an extraordinarit 
noyl(e, that the divel made on the flowre', 
beating the grownd & rhe tables, with bis 5 
dalls. He wakens vpon| ye, & {aw to his rhins 
King, a religious man full of heauienes and ſors 
row, {ett ina chavyre: which this enemie of 
man , had ſtript of his habir violentlie , and had 
pu: on hym a fyne shit, withother cloathes, 
which mizhre be fitting for a courtier. This 
viſion, did nor much trowble hym, bycaule 
from the ryme of his Noujiceship , hehad was» 
| nig 
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nic ſuch : thinking it was onelie ſome tempra« 
ton todiſtract hym, and break his ſlcepe that 

hemight be the more vnable, to performe the 
ood religious exerciles, of the day following, 

lirle thinking, thar it touched hymy (oneare, nll 

he {awe hym (elf, out of his habit and cloiſter, 

Atthis ryme ther liued , a verie vertuous & 

deuour damoſelle , whome the glorions Saint 

Charles Borromeus did much eſtreme for her 

vertuo? lyfe, and particular reuclations, which 
made her famons thorough all Iralie, This ho- 
ly dame having hada rcuelarion hereof, and 
hauing had comunication wirh hym tormerlie, 
| vw hen hecame from Venice; knowing whata 
griefe itis, to atrew religious devour lowle, to 
return tothe world, after the trew and {weet 
delights of religion , wrote to hym, a month 
betore he left his cloyſter, (althoughe rhe letter 
came to hym, but five daves after he had for. 
ſaken his habit) and exhorred hym not to be 
diſmaid, and rroubled in that he shou'd be c6- 
pclled ro rerurne to the world, & follow rhe 
court for{faith she)itis gods will, it chould be 
[o.Bur she aſſured hym, that he should reſume 
his habit againe, and end his daycs olorioutlie 
in that order of religion, & io conieqgienlie 
Should encreale his merit þcfore god, more 
ten yfhe had gone on ſtill inhis courlo, 
withowr intetruption, In the end of her letecr, 
5hc promuſcd ro remember hym in her p! aycrs, 
as 


|; 
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as.'one thar was particularlie recommends 
to her,ina ſecond place, euen by gods hol 
inſpiration. by 
The nohles and Parliament men , cont 
newing th-ir reſolution taken , came the new 
morning, to {peak with hym at the Conueng 
who di{ comure hym by the affeftion whid 
all his familie had allwaies witneſſed, roware 
their province, and byrhe charitie , wherwi 
they dow bred nor, bur he was inflamed Js 
ward: his neighbor,totake copallion of a mih 
lis of fowles, which were in dainger ro be c 
uvowred of the roaringlyon,and in moſt deſps 
rare cale for wanr of a Paftor:and therfor t 
beſonghr hym inflattie,co laye down his hab 
and rake vpon hym the charg of his brorhg 
and to ſtind in this breach for their defence 
again't ſo dang-rous enemies of the. church, 
T his their requeſt made his hart bleed for (ors 
row ; for on the one (yde, the great diſtreſle,of 
gods church mooued hym ro the quick: on the 
other iyde he had a woderfull reluQarion , & 
ſtryſe with in hym ſelf , ro quitt his rrew 
contentment of his folitarie & religious lyfe:; 
wherfor he ſpake ro them in this manner. My 
malters,your intention is verie coinmendable, 
& your dcfſigne , full of zeale, for the comma 
goo, Bur I pray yow remember ,tharl am a 
religious man \thatl1 hane wholie abandoned 
the world, and that haue oblig-d my (elf vn- 
der 
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der payne of erernall death, by a ſolemneyowe 
in the preſence of god and the church, toliue 
& dye a follower of our Seraphical father S. 
Fricis.ludge yee therfor,of how great a cryme 
I5hall be culpable, yf Ibreak my yowe, & be» 
comea biquerout ro my religio,whichT haue 
profelied "God, who can nor be the author of 
ſinn, 8 punisherh often the ſinnes of the pa- 
rersin their childre,8& of the Paſtors in ſthiting 
their lock, inſteed of defending this prouince 
from the hands of their enemies ( as it is meet 
to think, that this is gods hand which is vpon 
vs) may forſake it, & leaueyrt,to the ſpoyle of 
the enemie, for my fanalt., Yow haue manie 
hnoble,and worthie men,of great iudgmer, and 
experience) make yſc of them,who ar able ro 
ſeed yow, much more thena poore religious 
who will be skorned of thoſe 2nemies: _ 
cing alſo,to ſee monaſteries & religious howlſes 
made emprie by them , it being one of their 
mane proietts. This wasall they could gayne 
of hym,art this rymCe:yer they {ert a warch vpon 
hym , that he might notgo, into anieorher 
place, purpoſingto take hym owt by force, yt 
no other meanes would preuayle. 

In the meane whyle, there was a (olemine 
and publique meeting, of the nobles, thepar- 
lament, and religious men atToloje, in the 
hall of the Archbushop:wkoafter they had de- 
bared this marter verie (criouſlic , concluded 
F with 
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with one coſent, and voyce,that in ſuch a pubs 
lick neceſlite, hewas bownd in conſcienc 
(lecing tharall rhe Prouince,allſo delyredit)to 

uit his habir,and ro takea (word , and ſerue 
the weale publick, w hich was to be perferred, 
according to the rigour of deuinc & humain 
lawes, betore his owne particular good. They 
wentthertor againerhe next morning to the 
Cover, with tull reſoluts, to rakehym youy 
and there they enforced theire requeſts , wi 
all vchemencie,& demanded his aſſiitance,and 
preſence, bur for atyme, promiting.that they 
would advertiſe his holienes of yt, & obraine 
his leaue.as they did. For he ſent his conſent, 
with che reſolution of rwo Cardinalls , Bellat- 
min,and Baronius, who were'of opinion, that 
thisaft was lawfull and expedient. 

This was thelaſt blowe which made hym 
yea'd, (ecing, allo rhe cries & Jamcration of rhe 
people, who had beſerr the Couct on all ſydes 
andcryed witha pittie full voyce, and able to 
mooucanic mans hart, We will haue Fa. Angel, 
for our goucrnor:and in caſe he wold not con: 
deſcendro theire requeſts, they threatned th 
take hym by force, & burne the Coucnt, Hoy 
then was he able,to refiſt this powertull call of 
the people, which way be! well thought to be 
the voyce of god. ne replied onelie,thar his put 
pole of entring into religion, and forſaking ta 


ther and mother,and his onelic daughter, 
rhe 
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the cradle, ( the greareſt obiett of his earthlie 
contentments) was to reſigne hym ſelf, wholie 
iro the hands of god,andto avoyd by all pol- 
fible meanes,the occaſions of offending hyms? 
which rather the he would doe , he would vn- 
dergoe a thowsid deaths. Bur ſince the learned 
Cleargie men, were of that mynd , tharhewas 
to follow gods will rherin, he proreſted , thar 
he did leaue his cloyſter vnwillinglie,& thatyf 
ther were anie offence to god,thar they ghould 
and muſt beare yr,and anſwer for hym. So 
weeping bitterlie,after he had embraced all his 
religious brethre)who for ſobbing & weeping 
werenotableto ſpeak ro hym ) he forſook his 
habit , and ſayd(being drenchedin the bitrer- 
nes of ſorrow ) fare well my repole and my 
comfort. 

The next morning he came foorth in a black 
ſuite, ro witneſle his inward mourning, & his 
brother Moſeigneurthe Cardinal, Archbushop 
of Tholoſe girt hym with a (word. All theno- 
bilitic, Prefiders & counſellours of the Parlia- 
ment reioyced exceedinglie at this ſight, and 
perſuaded rheſelues , that hauing obrayned his 
alliſtance,peace was allreadie mayde & cont- 
cluded , They came ro hymyto congratulate 
hym,wirh all ſignes of great cheare fullnes , & 
thanktulluesro hym for this fauour, making 
lolemne proteſtario,thar they would dye at his 
tecte, what ſoeuer enterpriſe he should ynder- 
| F 2 take, 


$4 Thelifeof the Reuerend Father 
rake. His anſwer was short, bur pithie , and 


comfortable, Yow know ( ſaith he ), ro ſarisfie 
your importunate requeſt thatI haue forſaken 
my earthlie paradiſe, ro returne againe inta 
M&gjpt,and into the deſert of trowbles and wn» 
quietnes,for the ſeruice of god & his church & 
Frice in generall, & parricularlie your contrie 
this a&tio is ſufhcient ro make yow vnderſtand; 
my hartic affeftion towards you, I hope, the 
heaucns will fauour vs (o,that the clowdes and 
foggs , which threaten a terrible ſtorme and 
repeſt of warr,shall be diſperſed by the bright 
beames of the ſonne,and ſpring ot a holie and 
aſlured peace,to the end that may returne, 
to my former 6 pe there end my dayeh 
From thence,he went ro agreart place jn rhe 
cirtic,called $. Sreuens,where he was receaued 
of the people, with great showesof ioye,8& c& 
lentracut. Among all his exceller perteCtions, 
this was wo: thic of admiration , thar he had ſo 
vuiuerſala fpirit,& plyablero what he would 
bend yrt;chat continuallie þeing vnited to god 
by loue,and by his inward thonghts, he gane 
fatisfaction to cuerie one according to his de- 
mands,tor he had,no ſooner taken his {word,& 
fashoned the heyre of his head and beard inan 
ether manner,but he gaue infinite contentm@ 
toall the nobles, who came toſalure hym , and 
fo behaved himſelfe to enerie one of them ac 
cording to their rank and qualitie,in that graue 


and 
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and decent manner,as yf he had never lived a 
Cloylter man. He showde allſoin his narurall 
ſweerenes, (which repreſented ſomewhar are. 
ligious perſon (a gate & port full of maieſtie(as 
the qualitie of a gouernour and Capraine- re- 
quireth,tokeep ſoldiers, within the bowdnes of 
their dewtie )thar following| his guard emong 
thenobles, manie did cbſerue Gurehlog in 
hym, more then common & ordinarie ,which 
made hym much admired and honoured of all. 

Shortlie after,ſeeking all meanes, to reduce 
things into order, he allembled the ates of 
thatprouince at Carcaſlone : where he enered 
into treatie, for a truce for three yeares, with 
Monlicur Mariſchal Montmorency, his god- 
father and kinſman,one of the moſt braue and 
noble Seignieurs of his tyme,who was after- 
ward for his merits, honowred with rhe charge 
of Conſtable of France. This truce, bringing 
peace and quiet Which had been (olog wished, 
was (olweet andgratefull ro each partie, that 
they bothe did magnihe the mediatour of yr, 
perlWading themlelfs char god had ſent hym, 
as611 Angel of peace, and tor their deliverie, 
Andindced this particular truce1n Languedoc, 
drew on the likz thorough all France: & after 
the happie reduCtion of Henry the fourth into 
tne bolome of gods holie church, this rruce 
grew ro be a peace,(o that ther followed aper- 
tect .alme, | 
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Whilerthelſe aftayres were ſo proſperouſlig 
menaged, by this bleſſed Fa. Angel, our holie 
father the pope, being aduertiſed, of his pris 
dence,& dexterinie, in direfting of affayres9 
importance,and bfw bar authoriric and credit 
he was,and how neceſlaric |his preſence was, 
for the government of Languedoc,to the end 
that he mighr eale & cleare hym of anie (cropls 
which might happilie riſe in his mynd, by reas$ 
of his firſt profeſſion, hechainged his vowe of 

a Cappucin, with that of the order of $. lohn 
of Hierufale m: and ſent hym, vpon his owl 
roper motion,an Authenticall Bull. by w hich 
|. did fullic ablolue hym \t16 the vowe which 
he had made emong the Cappucins , giving 
hym power, to ſucceed, (cl| \buy,poſleſe,andre 
pon other fuch 2Qone/as yt he had neue 
eene reiigious , oneltie marriage excepted, 
which 15 forbiddd bythevoweot the knights of 
Malta. This bullwas execured by MGoheur the 
Bushop of I, odene,Bushop of Carcatlone, who 
15 latche decealled;who ar that rymc, boins al: 

ited, by a Commanded of | Malta , gaue hym 
rhe whyre crole,to the great delyre, and cons 
reniment of the whole order. 

All elzis could nor alrer his purpo: e of reſu- 
ming the habir, thoſe (pirituall comforts which 
he had raiſted in that lyfc, were fill in; prinred 
in his hart, and although he was owt of his 
cloyſter,and ablolued trom| the obſeruing of 


his 
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his yowe,yer did he praCtiſe the moſt princi- 
pal actions,of thar when he could baue fitt 
opportunitie;ts witr,the faſtings,difciplines, & 
other mortifications, by which he conſerued 
his trrew deuotion,and atfetion to this lyte. he 
had beſides his vſuall feruour,a dowble riparr, 
which was able to relilt the aſlaulrs of the 
world, For his bleſſed mother, as long 'as She 
lined,ceaſed nor, as a holie $. Monica, to Shed 
manie teares tor hym , and to offer vp her 
prayers daylic to god, for his returne ro relioio, 
Belides a learned & vertuous father of this or- 
der,exciting hym often, by liuelie and preſſing 
remonſtrances , & pious exhortations, keepr 
hym waking,rthat he fell nor into anie profund 
lethargiezinto which the world caſteth her beſt 
fauorits, 

Abowttheend of the trowbles of France , 
his mother Madame Mareſchal , departed 
this lyfe at Tol ole, themirrour of all vertue & 
pictie:who making an ead conformable to her 
lyte, Iett great occaſion of mourning, to all 
France for herdeathe, He aſliited her allwaies 
inher laſt ficknes, with great edification; and 
took her bleſſing,and her (pceches, eucn to the 
laſt gaſpe:which were as goads to hym, to (tice 
hym vp,tothe loue of god,and living flames of 
that inward holie fyrc, which conſumed her 
lowle,and molt certain Pecges of the glorie, 


Which she was to reccaue after hcrdeceaſe, 
F 4 After 
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After this he went ofrtento Paris(the trow blu 
being now happilic ended) wherc he was enters 
rained of Henry the fourth, as the perfection 
and quahicies of {0 worthie a prince did merit, 
who confirmed hym in all his charges and 


dignities of Duke, Peare, and Mariſchall of 
France, Livetennant generall in Languedoc: & 
he cawi(cd hym ro take againe the order of the 
holic Ghoſt,which he had receaucd before df 
Henry the third,in the inſtirurid which he had, 
when he torſook the world, In thele iourney 
ro Paris, he treated withthe kings content and 
fauqur,the marriage of Madame Henrictre de 
Ioyeuſe,his onelie daughter , with the moſt 
illuſtrious prince Henry de Bourbon, duke of 
_—_— ter which marria ac afterward being 
accop 
foorth,a molt noble planr, Marie de Bourbon, 
Madamoſelle de Morpenliet a princelle of ous 
ryme,&atrew image of the pertections of ker 
father and mother. | 
How w be took agaiue the bahit of 4 Capwiiin. | 
THE EetGHT CHAPTER. 
N Ow when as all things went on ſo prof- 
| perouſhie, with this bleſſed tather:no mi 
thought,that he would once haue drcamed of 
returning to his former lyfe;and the rather by» 
caule be ſeemed in owtwardappearance, t9 
court theſe fauours of his proiperous ſuccelle n 
the world. But even artthis tyme had hea pers 
tec remembrance, & memoaliic of his tiew co: 


ished,by heauclie benediftion 'brought: 
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tenement paſt, which as a waking ghoſt , 
ſeazed his imagination,and hindered enrrdnce 
for anie other thonghts, which ſauoured of the 
world,or of ambition, He was ({o wiſe , that he 
knew well, the inconſtancie of all worldlie 
things , & how weak the foundation is, when 
we build our hopes vpon them: & therfor hows» 
ſoever he mightin owrwardshow , prudentlie 
lecmetolook cheartullie vpon the world, it 
was for no other reaſon, butro carrie his pur- 
pole,as ſecretlie,as he could , neither was itthe 
(cruple of his vowe, which cawſed bym to re- 
tyre hym ſelf,for he was well aflured of the 
ſufliciencie of his diſpenſation, even inthe 
wdpment of the moſt learned. So that it was 
onelie the louc of god with adefireof trew con- 
formitie wich him , w hich cawſed hym to be 
nayled again to rhe croſſe of auſtgrities , and 
tO vndergoe his firſt mortificatibs,and ro make 
his returne more honorable then hisfirſtentric, 
by how much he did forſake grearer digninies, 
X lionorable charges, 

Hcreucaled his intention , to a father of the 
lame order ( w ho preaching in Aduent, & the 
v hole Lent, ar S. Stephens, (the Metropolican 
chutch of Toloſe)ſtirred vp maniero deuotion, 
by his learned diſcourſes & feruor. This father 
miiſed none of his ſermons, w hat bulienes ſo* 
ever he had, & he heard hym oftentimes wirh 
(CcalrCs, Atter his lermon , he took occaſio ro ſcp 


uym, and coufgrred with hym , aboWr ſome 
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oynts, which he had more particularlie noted 
e conyrarulated f iv of his manner of preas 


ching, ſaying that he preached AS a trew & 
poſtle, reprooning vice ,& exhorting to ver 
wwe, withowr thole' curioſities , which manig 
affet, which indeed ar rather beſeeming 3 
theater then a pulpir,In rhe/end,after manie yÞþ 
fits, he opened his hart to hym, 8& communicgs 
red ro hym, his ftirme reſolution, to reſume rhe 
habir, To that end he required the ayd of his 
good prayers, & of his counſells, becauſe he 


' ſaw manie blocks in his waye, which were 


hardlie ro be remooued. | 
This fath-r knowing well, the courſe of the 
whole bulicnes,delt with hym wiſlclic, & delþ 
derately.and would not approoue this moriol 
dowbrting as he tould hym , leaſt his retrai& rw 
religions lyfe , might preiudice the publique 
peace, He favd that god had drawen hym one 
owr of "the world, ro make hym vnderſtand 
better the vanities of the world: to the end, 
thar returning againe intothe world , he might 
ſtand more warilie on his guard , & not be lo 
ealily ſurpriſed of thole enemies, which cap» 
riuare the greateſt parr of noble perſons. He 
rowld hym allo that heauen was not only fol 
religious men , thar he might verie well (aut 
his ſowlein the world: & with as much mes» 
rit in the yocation & profeſſion in this noble 
& illuſtrious order of Malta: & ro conclude;he 
perſuaded 
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erſuaded hym that he might receaue | more 
leare diretion from god, ina buſtenes of {ſo 
wreat import, which did concerne his ſaluation, 
&the conſeruation of a ſtate, to frequent the 
B, Sacremenr, often tro this end: & then no 
doaubr,but god would concur extraordinarilie, 
with choſe attios of pierie,& lighten hym lo by 
encreaſe of new graces, that he should per- 
fectlic vnderſtand, his holie will. 

Shortlie after he choſe Fa. [gnace,an Tralian, 
of the companie of Ieſus a man of fingualer 
learning & prud&ce for his coteſlor, ro w home 
atrer b15 confeſſion , he renealed this his inten- 
tion. This father(who had vericlitle knowledg 
ot hym before, thought that this was ſuch a 
delyre,as would leeſe the edg ypon anie occa- 
h0 of a licle oppoſition: & that he mighr as eaſt. 
ie be diverted from this purpoſe, bycauſc his 
Icends had powre over hym,ro cawſe his com= 
ming foorth of the Cloyſter, But afterward he 
was of an other mynd and wondered at his 
!t:ong reſolution, and ſaw that his conſtancie 
was much ro be honoured & admired, Some 
moneths paſled on, that he vſed ro communi - 
care, all feaſts & Sondayes, commending rhis 
attayrerogod , And he found that the violence 
o! this atfeti6 grew daylie more & more: inſ0- 
much that he fell ro imporrune that R. Father 
returning this aſwere (as admirable as remark 
able } to his oppolitions. Father , I doe _ 
[D4F 
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that manie wvork their ſaluatien, in the vwverld,b 
od wvill not ſane me,but in religion;all waies ſerri 
Cid his eyes, that dreadtull ſentence of 
lie ſcripture, what profiteth it a man, yf he gaynt 
whole wyorld, and leeſe his fovyle. wm 
After he had depoled his habir, he kepr dear 
the, peaces which he held verie pretious , t 
rule of $, Francis,& a Diſcipline , which ari 
ſeperable companions , to all Capuchins: 
one is to have allwaies 1n memorie, what they 
haue promiſed, the other ro morrifie the 
fleshlie apperirs : the one &the other thart 
may be contorme & like to their father. The 
third ching, was a book of ſpiritual exerciſey 
verie proper, to the moſt perftect ſpirits, He 
begana from this tyme , to,make theſe thi 
more familiar, & ordinarie,then before. whet- 
vp0!1 his neareſt frends & people of his owne 
how (c, ſeing hym to with drawhymſelf ofrey, 
to folirarie retraidts , and to |avoydall occaſions 
of Kceping companie , & to palle moſt parte 
the nightin his private cabiner,they beganats 
dow bt, leaſt he was proiedting with hymſelf, 
a lecond rettayte to religious lyſe , Moreovel 
he contentednot hin (elf with this, bur labow 
red to tore hym (elf, withiſome books of ſer- 
mons , & others of deuotion ,which he could 
not read inthe daye tyme, by reaſon that be 
was verie warie to conceale his purpoſe: & 
therfor hg ſpeatthar ryme of the vighcin rea 
ding 
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wy ding thoſe good books, which was ordained 
for his repole. 

It happened one night, after his ſeruantrs 
vere retyred from his chamber he atrempred 
that which he had doone, whe he was bur ni ne 
yeares of age, to witt, to take yras from the 
mouth of god and to know perfelic his will, 
by the firlt words which he read in the ope- 
ning of the book. O good god, how admira« 
blear thy ſecrets! Ar the firſt opening & vie , 
he happened ypon the words of the Reuelatio, 
which were in the ſermons of the learned 
and ſubtile preacher Birore. Be mynd full, yvhence 
thou art fallen , and doe penuance, and doe thy firſt 
works. He needed no expoſition to applie this 
to hymſelf. Thenext morning he cold the Fat. 
Capuchin(comming from his ſermon:) My fa- 
ther, god hath giuen me berrer inſpirations, 
then ever I deſerued : but he never ſpake ſo 
clearlie ro me,asthisnighr paſt. I mult be ve» 
nie deafe yt I hearnot his voyce, & verieigno- 
rant, yfI doe not vnderſtand yt,and fo rould 
hym what had paſſed. andcertainlie thereisno 
man bur will iudg ther was ſomerhing exrra- 
ordinarie, | 

This was art the beginning of lent, during 
which ryme he daylic au gmented his deuotios, 
He vndeſtood shortlie after , that the R. Fa- * 
ther Hierome of Sorbo generall of the Capu- 
chins, Wasto come this yeare , to make _ 
ne 
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ſire in France , which gaue hym great conſolg 
tion,conceauing that by ſpeaking with hymh 
Should caſilic bbraine his requeſt, withe\ 
danger of anie noyle to hynder yr. Burtt 
good father went not beyond the Conuentg 
Carcallone in the prouince of Toloze: whet 
upo he wrote to hym & acquainted hym with 
his purpole,andearneſtlicrequeſted the farthg 
ro w home he had opened his hart, to carrie 
letters ro hym , þeing now ro go, to the gents 
ral C haprer, 1n|rhele letters he beſougbr hy 
withalthe powers of his {owle, 8& by the vowe 
winch be had made to S.Fracis, that he would 
reccaue hym avaine to their order, and ſend 
hym his obedience ,to take the habir in rh 
prouince, Which he shouldiudg the moſt come 
modious tor ayoyding of diuertion & of troW 
ble. 
The R. Father General receaued his lertet 
veric lounglic ,|\& wondring at his zealow 
minerot writing, ſayd, that he was con(latted 
& guided infalliblie by gods hohie (pirir,yer be 
did not giue hym, bur one halfof that cont» 
ment, which he hoped for. He maydehymthis 
anſwer that he was verie de(irons ro grarife 
hym , for che hotjour and the benefit which 
would redound therby to the order: bur by- 
cauſc he had bene diſpenſed wirhall by our hos 
lie father(who did\nor gine ſuch diſpElar}6 but 
fora greater good, he could not receaue yy 
ti 
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till he had aduerciſed the Pope therof, & recea- 
ued his coler-This auſwer perplexed himſmuch 
forhe Was afrayd , leaſt his holicnes would nor 
yeald his conſent, withowr comunicating the 
matterrothe king,and he had no hope to pro- 
curethe kings conſent. he nor with ſtanding 
derermined,to ſend expreſlelie one of his own 
ſeruants, who carried letters from hym ro our 
holic father Clemer the 8. and to the proteCtor 
of the Order , who was the Cardinal of Sainte 
Seuerin.In theſe letters he declared his defſigne 
& his humble ſuite, $hewing them thar he 
might pur it in execution Withowt anie preiu- 
diceto the ſtate. He coniured them with all 
earneſt ſubmiſſions , thata child oweth to his 
father,or an inferiour, to his ſuperiour, thar 
they would permit hym to follow thole good 
inſpirations, which god had giuen hym:& char 
WW hecould not differ ir anic longer, withowremiy 
WM ncenr peril of his lyfe,{o great was his diſguſt & 
| 


irklomnes , which he had of the world. Theſe 
ar the holie violences of pure loue, not to fynd 
anie contentment, but in the poſleſſon of che 
obie&t loucd, whole abſenceis pores 
bycauſe ut carrieth with our hart, all our affe= 
Ction , the (trongeſt paſſion of the ſowle, 

His holienes was much aſtonished ar this 
deuotion,& after hc had well confidered this 
attayre,Wich all che circumſtances, perceauin 
that he was ccrtainlie moued by gods holie 
ſpirir 


96 The life af che Reverend Father 
ſpirit to this a, he ciimanded the prore@or 
fenibic ro hym, thatyf he did iudg in his con 
ſcxence,that his afſiſtice was no longer neceh 
ſarie for the contrie of Languedoc, he was we 
content,that he should reſume the habit: by 
he exhorted him that as yer he would procet 


yery aduiſedlie , leaſt bis permiſſion being 
obrayned , vnder a falle pretext of _ 
his lyte , might occaſion eternal deathe, 
afterward exciterh hym ro! perſcuere i 
this holic purpoſe , which God doth ne 
recompencc,bur in rhe end? and vpshorr oft 
work :;that he was like ro be an adamant, to 
draw manic att-tions after hym : and ro cots 
clude,that God,and his holie church shouldbe 
exalted by this worke,& tothis end gaue hyw 
his holic benediction. 

This being ſo-paſt, rhe R. Fa. General, ſent 
hym his'obcdience, ro rake the habit inthat 
prouince , Where he was moſt inclined inhis 
deuorion : & the yeares, which he had palledii 
the world with thÞ popes dilpenlation, for the 
defecc of the church & rheftare, were allowed 
to hym, as yf he had ſpentthem in religion:for 
he wentnor owt bur by violence,& againſt hs 
will: & he confirmed to hym the title & office 
ofa ye oninamiow hich the R.Father Policius G& 
neral , had given hym before he left the habit, 
Theſe letters reniged hym , which was halt 


dead before, by apprehending , that he ho 
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the title & office of a preacher, whichtheR. F, 
Police' Gen, had giue him before he leftthe habir. 
Thele letters revined him, which was half 
dead before, by apprebending, that he should 
be refuled.: He had no ſooner creceaued them, 
which was in themonethot June, but hepresec- 
he prepared himſelf,to go ro Paris,and to ſetin 
order all his aftaires:& ikewiſe.chia ſcing Mo» 
lieur de Montpenſier,& Madame(his daughter) 
be m!ghr rasKe his laſt farewell of them, yet ſo 
that they shuld not know he took his farewel. 
It fell out 1n the mean tyme, by gods proui- 
dence, that this good father, to whome he had 
reucaled his purpole at Tolole, was ſent by Fa= 
ther Generall to preach at Paxgis, at S. German 
of Auxetrois, which was much to this good 
fachers comfort and ioye, He took this for & 
certain preſage, that it Wasgods will, that the 
good father chould alliſt hbym ro the end, who» 
me he had vſed in the beginning. And ſo he bad 
cawleto thing for after he had long conlide- 
red, what prouince $hould be moſt conueniecnc, 
for bym to make his new retraict, and after 
maine conflits,between the flesh, and Reafon 
(where of one required a place ſome what re- 
mote, the other counlclled him to chooſe a 
place neare hishome, becauſe he might not be 
depriued of his deareſt frends, by diſtance of 
place, at laſt he concluded to goe to Suille to 
take the habit, that ſo by diſtance of place, he 
might not be troubled with ordinatic vilitss 
G which 
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which often occaſion other dangerous diltra« 
Rions to Religious men, This conlideration 
therfore, moued him to incline rogoe to Suifle, 
but he was diſlwaded by this good man, who 
Shewed vnto him cffectually , that his retrai& 
inthe face of the court, would be much more 
edifying and excmplaire, and that his omg 
of him telfe, would argue pulillanimitie a 
want of courage: that he neede not haue any 
other viſits, buc (ſuch as he would, and that ſuc 
a ſpirit as his was , didnot incutre danger, to 
be diuerted by any perſwalion. And belides all 
this, that his preſence would be very neceſla 
rie, for the conſolation of Monheur de Mont» 
penlier, & Madam his daughter who without 
doubt would be farr more aftlicted,if they were 
not only depriued of his conuerfſation, bur alfo 
of the fruit of his vertruous counſells. W heres 
upon reſting vpon the aduile of this good fas 
ther, he wholic ſubmicted him (elfe co the dif+ 
polition of the fathets of the comuent of Paris 
This conſultation for choice of the moſt ex* 
pedient place for histeceprion,continued from 
S, Francisday, to the firſt weeke of Lent , dus 
ring which ſpace of time, he diſpoſed of his 
worldly bulives : and in the end it was conciu* 
ded , that he shou]dtake againe his babir in che 
conuent of Paris, for the reaſons aboue ſpeci» 
fied. And altough hewas a licle otherwiſe in* 
clined in bis owne indgment , fore-ſecing the 
exttaordinarie importunitic of bis RE 
oo | DIS 
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this caſe, yer to shew himlelfe truly obedient, 
gs well out of religion , as in the ſame, hereſol» 
ved co follow their aduiſe: and he pur this in 
execution ſo dexterouſlie, that his owne fa- 
milie, vaderſtood rather his retiring from that 
courſe, then any will and affection to returne, 
For the {(ccond Munday in Lent, anno 1599. 
the kinge being at Monceaux, he accompanied 
in the worning Monkeur de _—_— his 
brother in law, who went to the Kinge, and 
brough thim on his way a league from Paris, 
and (ene with bim, one of his officers, who 
carried a pacquert of letters from him to his 
ſonne Monſieur de Mountpenſier. whete a« 
monge other letters of compliment or conſo- 
lation there was one for the Kinge, ro whom 
he gaue ro vnderſtand , that it was Gods will 
(all chinges being ſetled in good peace) that he 
Should returne ro the centre of his repoſe, 
trom whence he was raken, by the violence of 
afflited people, Wherfore he humbly befoughe 
bis Maicſtie, that he would be pleaſed ro ap- 
prouc the ſame, giuing him moſt humble and 
infinit thankes, for thoſe offices and dignites, 
which he had beſtowed vpon bim, all which he 
now right humbly cefigned againe vnto him, 
proteſting ro be perperually mindfull of him, 
in his prayers and ſacrifices. 

[tis needles toaske, whither the Kinge and 
the whole court were aſtonished at this newes, 
tor the better to conceale his holy deſigne, he 
G 2 leemed 
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ſeemed for a while , to louc the world withs 
much paſlion as othersdid. In the meane whi 
the ſamecuening, after he had made an Inuet 
rorie of his goods , with Monſieur de Marne 
and ordered the priuat aftaires of his houſe, he 
reticed him (ſcife to the conuent all aloue; + 
bour ſeaucn of the clock, giuing charge ro two 
of his (eruants, that they should not openthe 
doore to any, wholocuer caine ro knock theres 
at, and to an(were them, that he did retire and 
reſt him ſcltc, and that the next morning after 
the ſermon , they should know the cauſe of his 
retirement. O bleffedreſt, the earneſt of eter: 
nall life, far different from that of the moll 
part of worldly men, where the images of de 
fired obics trouble the imagination, & caule 


dreames, which vndcrthe pretext ofprecy 


ring a happiereſt , produce eternall maſerieto 
their conceiuers. 

After ſome houres ſpent in prayer , ſolacing 
himſelfe with the Angells, abour eleuen of the 
clock before midnight, he tooke againe the 
habit before the high Altar , with vn{peakable 
joy, avd melting with inward contentment of 
hart, he renewed his profeſſion,and his vowes, 
in the preſence of all his bretheren, pore 
that he would dic in the practiſe of them , A 
as they would haue had himto ſtay vncill che 
morning , for the making of his crowne and 
razing of his haire conforme to the rule, he 
moſt carneſtly requeſted father Alphonſus, 

viccat 
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viccar and ſuperior iv the abſence of the Gar- 
dian, that he might be diſpatched out of hande, 
ſo that he, might ſee nothing about him in the 
morning, that should ſanour of the worlde: ſo 
deficous was he, to make this exrernall change, 
being already quite changed , and inwardly 
transformed in his ſoule. His crowne being 
made, he went to the quireto linge Mattins, 
wich the others (their cuſtome being ro riſe at 
midnight to rendar praiſes vnto God, whillt 
peraducnture other worldlinges , employ thar 
timein workes of darknes) where he obſer- 
ued that decency and reuerence, 2s if he had 
| made no interruption at all from this holie ex- 
'W erciſe: which many of the religious did much 

WW wonder at. 

The nexr morning , this his change of life, 

being published by the preacher of S.German, 

wWaSquickly knowen both in court and cirtie; 

For this farher hauing afiſted hima yeate and a 

halfe, made (in forme of a funcrall ſermon) 

the end of his ſermon vpon this ſubieQ, with 

wordes ſo liaclie, and [o full of fire, that he 

bim (elfe firſt breaking into-teares, made his 
auditors allo weepe, where this dukes owne 

Gentlemen, Pages, and other (cruants were 
ſpeators, all ſtrooken with great amazement 
vpon ſuch tidinges, thinking that theic mai - 
ter repoſed in his bed, cucn then when be 
Vas become a Capucin. All the Princes and La» 
dies of honor hearing this , came likewiſe ro 
G 3 lee 
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ſee him at the conuent, who when rhey ſaw 
him in the church amonge other religious, 
they could not forbeare to teares and (obbesin 
ach dolefull maner , that they could hardly 
falucehim. There was not one amongſt them 
all, but Madarn de Beliſte, the ſiſter of Madam 
de Longueuille (who was then treating to b& 
come areligious woman , and (ince both lined 
apd died moſt bleſledly in the Monaſterie of 
the Encloiftre) who had the courage to (peake 
vnto him . She retoyced with him for this hap- 
pie change, eſteeming him moſt wiſe and hap: 

ie to make this choice, and to deſpiſe and 
abandon all worldly thinges, which have bat 
vanitie for their being, and inſtabilirie for theit 
foundation, and (o to polleſle God more c&- 
rainly, whoſe rewardes flcete not with the 
worlde, bur laſt for ener. He recceiued thele 
Ladies with a ſmiling countenance , and made 
them a$hore ſpirituall diſcourle, of the gra 
he had receined from almightie God, and that 
this grace was of much more value, rhen the 
world could imagine, adding, that if menin 
the world should bur raſte of the (weere de 
lightes of a Religious life, that privat houſes, 
would bechanged into Monaſteries : bur be: 
cauſe they regard nor but the externall facec 
thinges, which (cemeth ro be full of rigou!, 
they bemoane them which are in this mane 
ſweetly drawen vnto God, from the wicked 
world, as if they had loſt their wits and inc 


ments 
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ments, and caſt them (elues into a ſea of mi- 
ſerie, Wherfore he tould chem , that if they had 
done him the honor to loue him, as he alwaies 
beleeucd vnto that preſent, that they ought co 
reivice With him for this his change, becauſe, 
this was the more (ſafe and ſecure way to come 
to God, the finall end of all thinkes crea« 
ted, 

This ſecond conqueſt , being ſo glorioullie 
gotten againſt the enimies of man , che world, 
the fezh, and the deuill, who had laboured to 
allure him by the charming baites of honors, 
riches, and ſcnſuall pleaſures, got him ſo much 
honor in the worlde, and ſo excited all france 
inthe admiration of his virtues, that as a cou- 
| rageous Captaine , he drew out of captinuitie, 
& 2nd (that I may fo (peake) led in triumphe, « 
great number of Gentlemen and Courtiars, 
who following his teppes , ſounded arerreare 
to all vanities , withdrew them (clues from the 
billowes and waues ofa courtly life (where 
the beſt experienced Pilots arc often drowned) 
to live in {weete repoſe vnder the shelter of 
the Croſſe, within the doiſtre of the Capu- 
Cins, 
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Of his dotirine, an mancy of preac hinge.” 


THE NINTH CHAPTER. .| 


Lthough a good naturall inclination gine 
a.man a great aduantage, to make hum 
excellent in the profeſſion which he pretens 
deth to vndertake, and alchough this be atrax 
axiome, that natuce (urpaſſeth arr, and tharant 
preuaileth litle or nothinge, where natures 
not capable: yer nature alone is not capableof 
iclſelfe , to put in praCtiſe all tha: which artcan 
doe: and ſciences being cercaine habitude 
which produce them ſelues by the actions, it 
ſuthceth nor to haue anarure well diſpoſed, 
bur labour muſt be annexed therrto, which (ets 
nerf} as the [aſtdiſpolition to a qualitie ſo pets 
fect and ſo eminent. 

The bleſſed father Angell of loyeuſe , (ets 
med alwaics to haue an excellent naturall inch 
nation vntro leatning , and tor paines 1n his ſty» 
dies, he went beyond all others of his age and 
profelliion. He obſerued allo anexcellent me- 
thode in his ſtudie (which may ſerve for a rule 
to thoſe who follow the ſame courſe) to at- 
raineto perfection: firſt he neuer opened booke 
without before having inuoked the afiſtance 
of Gods holie Spirit, knowing that all ſcience 
and vnderſtanding,is the gift of almightic God, 
and that knowledge which is not accompanied 
with charitie (the fire wherof is kindled by 
the ſpirit of loue) doth but pufic vp, and doth 
not 
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not edifie. Nether did he content himſelfe only 
with lif:ing vp his hart to God, as many doe 
before they vndertake their ſtudies, bur al- 
wayes bctore ſtadie , ſpenc ſometime in prayer 
offering his aft:@ion varo God , praying that 
ific were for his giorie , the good of his neigh + 
bout , and his owne, that he would illuminat 
the darknes of his vaderſtanding ro concewe 
the depth of his ſecrets ſtir vp his willes labour 
therin with feruour; quicken his memorie, and 
make 1t capable,to glue a good account of that 
which he should 1wdge fir for his vocation and 
rule; but 1f on the contrarie pare, ether the 
healih of his (oule, or the purine of his vowes, 
were to ſuffer therby any detriment whar ſoe- 
ucr, that perperuall ignorance mighr be the 
recompence, of all his labours and his rrauells, 
BW It is hardly: credible how great progreſle he 
© madein his ſtudies, being moaned therro, by fo 
holic and (o glorious an end . . 
His houres defigned to his ſtudies , were 
thole, as when hc had no other exerciſe in the 
conuent: tor as touching his office , he neaer 
falcd. And albeit the (tudienrs among the Ca» 
pucins, atc not diſpenced With all for ſaying 
their houres inthe quire, yer not withſtanding, 
15 though he had nothing elſe ro doe, he was 
alwayes there one of che firſt, and wirdrew him 
(elfe thence as late as poflibly he might: whence 
be rece1ued ſuch extraordinarie light , that in 
one houce he cancciued and. cetayned more, 
G 5 then 
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then many others did ina whole day, +; 

He heard cuery day one Maſle, beforeth 
conuentuall, which all the Religious were 
heare , and oftentimes he (erued another, t 
king no time fo well beſtowed, and excitin 
others to deuorion by his profund humilitie,j 
his maner of ſeruing Maſle, The father whii 
was Reader,and his fellow ſtudients, wondring 
at the licle time he bad for tudie, and of the pts 
grefle whith he made, asked of him, what the 
rulc and order was Which he obſcrued 2 But 
he was (o far from thinking well of him (elk, 
that he 1udged him lelfe to be one of the mok 
ignorant , and not Wortnic to weare S, Frat 
cis habir. 

After hiscourſe in Philoſophie, the reus 
rend father Generall, made him a preacher ,in 
which charge he dilcouered that gealc, that his 
wordesenkindled the he of denoris, inthe fre- 
{en & bard hartes of many per(6s that were enh 
mes of pietic, He preached not long, or rathet, 
not at all, during his ficſt abode in Religioh, 
becauſe imediacly after his permiſſion, he ws 
conftrained to goe forth: butafter his rerurme, 
hauing taken ſome time to make a perfe re» 
colleCtion of him (elfe', and a true attonememt 
berwcene God and his owne ſoule, he began 
10 labour with fuch courage in ſo holie a mil+ 
hon, that forgetting the feeding of his owne 
bodie, he shewed him (elfe infatigable,ro ſerue 
to his acighbours the foode of their ſoules ve 
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His firſt publique aſlaies were in Paris,in rhe 
church of the Capucins, and after at $S. Mede- 
ricus, $, German of Auxetrois, $. Andrew of 
Arcs, and thorough all rhe beft cirties of the 
kingdome of France, were his auditors did al- 
wayes depart from him, with great applanſe & 
admiration, He had a particular grace of God, 
to moue mens harts ro a true feeling of their 
finnes, Which they did witnes by cher birrer 
teares and change of life. God him ſelfe only 
knoweth, how many (infull ſoules he conner- 
red, ro the true pathe of their ſaſuation, and 
what a number intimidared Withthe apprehen- 
tion of Gods ſenere judgments, left their deſ- 
bauchednes, and are coucred With (accloth in 
holie cloiſters ! 

There are ſome of his exhortations yer ex- 
tant vnder his owne hande, whetin are to be 
ſcene {o goodly diſcourſes, lo el:uated concep- 
tions, and (o lively charafters of a Seraphicall 
zeale, that even the moſt indiciovs [pirits can» 
not reade his wordes, without a greare impreſ= 
lion of yertu, what then werethey able to doe, 
being quickned with his owne ſpirit, and co+ 
ming from his owne mouth ? Surely they were 
a lo many piercing arrowes, Which did heale 
In wounding, and wound in healing ; killing ro 
the world, and quickning vnro fs vs-Chriſt, 
thoſe who hearing them, gaue them entric into 
their ſoules. O my bretheren, ſaid he (explica- 
ting theſe wordes of the Apoſtle S, Paul to rhe 

Colofſ. 
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,» Coloſſians 3, Deſpoiltng your ſelues of the olde © 
;, wth by ates) what meanc we that wedoe rx 
, deſpoile our (elues, and put oft our olde 

,» ments, if we will be cloathed with royallgar 
,» ments? If a Kingeshould make this offer cox 
,» Poore man, pur off thy vile and baſe apparel, & 
»» put on myne, were not ſuch an on a foole,who 
» would not part With his apparell, ro pur on 
 {uch as were {o noble? |So fareth it-with vs, 
4» Who are cloathed With the o)d man, and you 
,, {ce, that God will clothe vs with him (elfe: he 
»» Will make vs Kinges, more then Kinges, yea euen 
\» Gods: he will clothe vs with his diuine will, if 
,, we, wretches that we ate, doc nor contradit 
,» him: if ar the houre of ourdeath, he finde vi 
»» Cloathed with other ragges woc be vnto th 
Theſe wordes are they noe ſo many ſparkles of 
holic fire? which how powerfull and fruitfall 
they were, the very eftets them (clues doe ſub 
ficiently reſtific, For there were certaine pet- 
{ons at this ſermon, who an irreconciliableen 
mitie held ſo digided, to the detriment of their 
owne {oule, and notable ſcandale of theit 
neighbour, that no ſort of conlideration could 
reconcile them, who at the departure from one 
of his ſermons, embraced one another , and 
{wore eache to other perpetuall amitie. 
Further more, where he vaderſtood of any 
quarrels and fations,berwene perſons of quas 
hcie, he was very diligent ro quench thole 
flames, and makcing them to know the hay- 
nouſnes 
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nouſnes of their, diſordered paſhons, reduced 
them 10 reaſon; whereby God was glorified, and 
the ſtate recetued benehr by the vnion of peace 
which enſued theron wherupon dependes its 
whole preferuation, In this point he was a 
truc follower of $. Francis, for an Author of 
bis ene, who alſurcth to haue heard him prea- 
che ar Bolognia on the day of the Aſlumprion 
of our bleſſed lady, anno 1620, layeth, that in 
all his ſermons he principally aymed at this 
marke, to Wit, to extinguish the fices of difſen» 
tions, and 10 renew the alliances. of happic 
peace: adding, that God gaue fo great «thcacie 
vnto his wordes, that he appeaſcd ſuch atem- 
peſt of quarre]ls and factions amonglt the no- 
bles, as was ſufficientto haue ſer the whole 
common wealth all on fire, if the «fic ts had 
accompanied their defignes. 

Andto the end that God might concurre with 
tis labours ib preaching , he had alwaies in his 
minde the wholelome ſpeeches of S. Francis, 
vho ſaid, that that preacher is much to be la- 
mented, who deſtroycth and cortuprteth by his 
bad life, that which him (clfe built and founded 
by the truth of his dodrine . Wherfore , he be- 
gan firſt with him ſelfe, & redoublng his owne 
mortifications , neuer Went vp into the pulpit, 
but firſt diſciplining him (elfe , with extraordi- 
barie violence, wherof the blood which drop- 
ped downe was a faithfull witnelſe, knowing 
vell that it auaileth licle or nothing to teache 

others 
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others, and not to put in practiſe the pointes 
them (elues. Not content to caſtice him ſelfe 
thus (cucrely, he $hut the windowes of his 
chamber, and (peaking to God from the depth 
of his hart in this obſcuritie, he (pent an hour 
in meditation vpon the point he was to ſpeake, 
humbly beſceching the alliſtance of heauenly 
grace,fer the performiceot thatwor ke, to Gods 

lorie, and to the profic of his hearers ſoules. | 

This holie cultome of meditation, beſides 
the power which ict had to (tir vp mens hartes, 
ptoduced yet an other fruite, which cannot be 
valued by any, bur by thoſe, who make profeſ- 
ſion there of : for by this meancs he got a great 
facihric, ro beablero (peake of any matter that 
occahon might preſent, if he were aduertiſed 
therof bur one houre before. And although 
this might in part be attributed to the excellen» 
cic of his wir, yer doutles it proceeded princi- 
pally from his holic' meditations, as watets 
punfied within a holy limback, and dropping 
fweerly downe from the fountaine head of fo 
pure a (oule, ro which the holy Ghoſt com- 
municared ic ſelfeafrer a maner knowen only 
to thoſe whoare partakers of the ſame, 

This nor withſtanding did not hinder him, 
that he applyed him (elfe vnto his ſtudies, as 
often as his other occupations did permit him, 
bar the grear defice he had ro cooperate to the 
health of (oules, did much robhe- him of theſe 
particulat colloquics, God him ſelfe, for 
whom 
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whom only he labourced with (ach affeQion, 
rendred him the cecompenee, by giuing him 
the knowledy of ſundry thinges im a short 
time. For amongſt the thinges which he hated 
moſt , it ſhe wed that ignorance was one of the 
chiefeſt, raking his moriue from the threaining 
of God , thundered out in the Prophet Ifay 
againſt his people laying. The cauſe why my people 
are led away praloners, [or that they had not knoweledg, 
Marke 1 pray you, how he diſcourleth vpon 
this point, 

He doth not (ay, for hauing robbed or com- ,, 
mitted adulterie, or idolatrie, burhe goeth to,, 
the fountaine and firſt caule of all cuill, for,, 
that they had not knowledge. T his truly 1s a textible ,, 
ſentence, but reaſon confirmes ir; for a man, 
is a reaſonable creature, as you know, and,, 
capable of reaſon and diſcourſe , different ing, 
this from beaſtes, who depriued of reaſon,,,, 
are puided only by the inftin& of nature,,, 
Phich is the cauſe that what they doe, they doec,, 
by neceſliric, and naturall inclination: but man ,, 
deing reaſonable, inſtintj alone doth not,, 
fuftice him , bur he muſt have reaſon and diſ- ,, 
courſe to conduc him; for Which cauleir is,, 
that he goeth diſcourfing from principles to,, 
concluſions, and (aith as follower h. All thinges ,, 
that ategood, are to be done: this is good, ,, 
this therfore is to bedone. Againe, All enil,, 
19 to be fled: this is euill, this therfore is to be ,, 
eſchued, The will (as you know) is a powet, ,, 

which T* 
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,» which of ic ſclfc 1s blinde , which knoweth 
,» nothing, but as it recciucth hight from the 
,» vnderſtanding, therfore , nun fertur niſi an precege. 
1» Hum, it capnor loue good, not hate cuil 
,, vnlefle jt know it, ut cannot worke this, not 
,, auoide that, vnlelſe-it fiſt loue or bate th, 
,» whence it cometh to palle, that if it be! 
,, bound ro wotke thar which is good, it cans} 
\, not worke it, vnletle 1 ficlt loue it, it cans 
,, not love 1t, vnleſſe 1 know it, and it cats: 
,, not. know it with Out ſcience. Ther fore 
3» by this connexion 4 primo ad vitimum , from 
» (hebrit coche laſt, knowledg is necellaric ro dog 
»» go0d, and to tlie euill, And for as much as aut 
z» end is (upernaturall,it (ufhceth not a Chriſti 
,, tGhaue (ome (cience or naturall knowledg! 
»» (uch as the philoſophers had, but there 1is'a 
» far more eminent knowledge required of him, 
» Which is that of faith & ofthe holjie Scriptures, 
And them eudcuoring to shew , what this 
knowledge ought to be, without the which we 
are not in the rrue path that 164ech rotaluarion, 
he {pake in this maner| A man may be conlides 
red in four eſtares. The fi: (t 15, as onely a nas 
eurall man. The (ccond, as a Chriſtian, The 
third, as a Religious man. T he fourth, as (ucha 
Religious man,io wit,Clarke,lay,fimple Prieſt 
or preacher. In all theſe eſtates a man hath 
neede of knowledge, but with this diuerſitig 
for in the firſt, as man, it (ufficeth char he know. 
what naturall cealon doth ditat to him,good Il 
cul 
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evil, to 'embrace the one , and ro fly the',, 
other. In the ſecond degree,asa Chriſtian, ,, 
he 1s bound ro know thelaw of God, his c6+-,, 
mandements, and thole alſo of his church, ,, 
the Articlesof fairh , with other ordinarie ,, 
points of Chriſtian doQtrine. In thethird de-,, 
gree, as a religious man, he ought ro know ,, 
all thinges a forſaid, aud moreover —_—_— 'y 
to know the obligations and preceprs of his , 
rale,wirh other thinges appertayning toa.,, 
rue ſpiriruall lyfe,orher prayers,or deuotios. 
Inthe fourth degree,as ſich a religious mi, ,z 
he oughr ro know the thifiges which apper- ,, 
taine vnto his office: ythe bealay brother, ,, 
the Chriſtian doQrine,the preceprs,the equi-.,, 
pollences of his rule, rhinges ſpiritoall, and ,, 
thoſe in particular,which appertaine vntoa',, 
lay brother, If a Charke, he ought to know ,, 
both all this, and nioreouer to ſay his ofhice, ,, 
It atimple prieſt, he oughr to know caſes of ,, 
conlcience,ynderſtand the Summiltes , and ,, 
the matter of rhe Sacraments, If a Preacher,,, 
lc ought rovnderſtand,and know howto ex-,, 
plicarthe holy Scripture,andto haue sKillia ,, 
d1uinitic, Bdeftly,cuery one oughr ro rendar ,, 
att acconnt of rhoſe thinges which doe bes ,, 
long vnto his office,and conſequently eucry 
one oughtro acquit hymſelfe of the obliga- 
tion of his charge according to the degree of ,, 
lus eftare. If he be but a mango be good mo7 ,, 
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tally; If a Chriſtiapgo be a goodone. Ita re» 4} * 
ligious;to bea good religious , and ſoof o+ 
thers:for of ignorance it cometh , thata mi ,,}.* 
is not a man,buta beaſt;nor the Chriſtian, ,,'*" 
nor religious, ſach indeed and in effeR . Fi- ,, * 
nally,ler vs conclude, that from the ignorice ,, | 
of thinges neceſlarie,followerh rhe ruine of ,," } 
citties,realmes, common wealthes,religious, ,, * 
and of the whole world, IN 

Andalule after,ſpeaking of $ .Francis,who .| 
ſaithin the begining of his rule, thatthe bre- y | 
theren of that order , ought to deſire above! £ 
all rhinges,to haue rhe Spirir of God,and his 
holy operation in their ſonles, he exclaimerk | if 
laying. O wordes of wanderfull importfce F J 
and worthie tobewriten in letters of gold, 4 
enen inthe middeſt of our ' hartes. S, Francis y + 
ſaith as much in thoſe few wordes,as all the ,j £ 
{picituall bookes can ſayin the whole world. ,,"# 
For intheſe wordesare contayned and com» ,z 
prehended,all cheperfeQion of the {pirituall ,, *? 
virtues, w hich may be deficrcd ina paſlager ,z, 
of this life,to hae the Spirit of our Lordythat is to. ,,\)* 
ſay,to be made onein fpitir, & in will, toge- ,, 
ther with his holy operans. ro wit,his loue: ,y* 1 
foras heloucs bym felfe,ſo likewiſe will hey ; 
that we love him this is our principall opera» ,z * 
tion, thisis ovr laſt jand finall end, wherby ,, * 
we have forſaken rhe worlde,together with ,, * 
all whar ſQeuer we hauc, our iclues., our ,, 

| bodies, 
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bodies, and our ſoule- For thisjt is wearein- ,, 
cloſed in cloiſters. For thisiris we are clo* ,, 
thed with this ſacclorth,r uethis {pirir, ,, 
andthis loue of god. Thisit we hauenot ob- ,, 
tained ynto thispreſent,or at the leaſt yt we ,, 
defirenor to obraine it,and dae not enforge ,, 
our ſelues hereunto aboue all thingss elſe 7 
what ſoeucr,in vaineirt is,that we be entred ,, 
into religion,in vaine it is,that we haue for- ,, 
ſaken the worldein vaineitis that we weare,, 
- theſe contemprible habirs.and in vaine yt ys, ,, 
thatwe call our ſelues, brothex Minors, So. ,, 
thatthis ys the chiefeſt ſcience, werunto, We ,, 
all are boundand obliged, that is to ſay, to 
deſire aboue all thinges,to haue the ſpirit of ,, 
our lord,and his holie operation.I omit man 
other excellent diſcourſes, which wirneſle his 
ſingular zeale and his learuing,and which haue 
wroughtrthe c6uerſion of many ſoules, which 
now enioy immortall glorie in heayen , 
linging ſonges of rhiks ping ro their Crea- 
tdr and Redeemer, in the companie of this 
bleſſed Father. 
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Of bis humnalatie. 


THz TENTH CHiPTftR, 


S ina building well ordained , the founy 


darion ought ro be laid, before the other 
Pares can be raiſed As it wheron all the other 
parts haue their ſubſtance and dependance; 
even lo in the ſpirituall building of the ſoiile, 
where all the 'virrues make bur one frame 
fanQtitie,for the ſecure lodging therof in cret 
nall reſt, humilitic as the baſis and foundation, 
muſt firſt be laid,and ſerue for the raiſing i d 
ſtrengthning of all, virtucs, For this cauſe, th 
bleſſed father vied great care and ſolicitude i 
acquire this viztu,notignoranr, tharcthe means 
to be exalred,is firſt be abaſed,and that vaine 
and vnprofirable is his paines , who wirholt 
humilitie.thinketh to palle vnto other virtues 
enen as yt he (owedin the ayre, and caſt ashe 
againſt the winde,ſceing that one of the chiek 
and principall workes of God is, to depreſk 
the exalted, & exalt the depreſſed, caſting thok 
into the depth of nothing,and carying vp thele 
ſo much higherin glorie,as they abaſed rhe 
ſelues in the nothing of their owne know led 
Firſt therfore,l will notſay that he was ex 
raordinarietumble,for that being iſſued to 
of ſo noblca familic, and for that ofa Duke 


ant 
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andPcere of France, he becamea beggar; of 
rich,poore;and of one high in Court, aþaſed 
moan order, where the aCtions of this. holy 
virtues, ſeeme infamous, reproachefull,& ridi- 
culous ro thoſe, who mealuring all thinges by 
outward appearance , raiſenot yp the eyes. of 
their vnderſtanding , according ro.the meaſure 
of the ſanctuarie , from whence they hope to 
receiue the honor and eſteeme which is dune 
vnto them. I will not call hym humble,in thar 
living in great account he became dead to the 
world with our lord 'and Redeener ; No, for 
albeit ſuch thinges as theſear moſt remarkable, 
yet this wereto {p2ake too generally,and man 
in theſe thinges might hauc lurpaſled a" 
yt y5in the power cyen of kinges them ſelues, 
to renounce their crowncs and all modaniries* 
Twill norf(l ſay) exalr his humilitie by ſuch 

ates as theſe, but by ſich as by a ſpecial grace 
from God shined in hym particularly. As in 
thatheeſteemgd hym tclte the. leaſt ofall, and 
wvillinglygage place to the very leaft, yea it was 
_ noted in ym particularly, that having many 
times bene Gardian,Prouinciall,and Nefnitor, 
and borne other charges in lus order Ang re- 
feſſion,y er was he neuer ſeene ro conucrtle or 
deale with his infetiors, otherwiſe then yt he 
had bene theire cquall or inferior , bearing 
alwayes fixed in this minde, that excellent fen- 
tence of Saint Francis ( andalllo Cs + to 
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others)rhat «man is ſuch,as bets jn the knovvledg 
andloye of God: and nothing more that ys to lay, 
tharthe plocie which we oughtto ſeeke, dork 
notariſefrom the eſtimarion which mcn doe 
make of vs, but from the degre of perfection 
which we haveacquired, and which is written 
in the bookeof lyfe, For proofe wherof, he 
cited the wordes of our B. Saviour ( Luc. 14} 


who commandeth vs,that when we are called 
into any place , to ghooſe ro our ſcluies the-* 


lower Rome. Vpon which paſſage he writerh 
thus.Is vt notenough that I ſer may v (elfe in any 
other placetin the ſecond,third, fourth or fi'th} 
Noe,y:wuſt bein theloweſt place; This is the 
place whicha true humble man chooſeth, a 
true brother Minor, For w hich cauſe reputing 
hym lelte vwworthic of all charge he ommits 
rednor for all this ro accept them ioyiullic and 
with hible relignation of lym ſelfe, knowing 
thar being eleCted,yr ys Ieſus Chriit w ho ſaith 
vnto hym. Amie afcende ſuperins, Fricnd ter vp 
higher. 


Wholoeuet had feent hym that day, wherin- 


he left the world , & rookethe habir the tecod 
time, now after dinner, and grace being faid, 
when all the relimous { according ro their cu- 
ſt ome) came to the kitchin ro washe their cars 


then vellclls,ho unuſed 'P his ſlecues, and' Was 
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& that with {o gLeat COULAgY, 25 14111 1135 whole 


1: 
1110 


F. Angell of Ioyeuſe. 119 
life he had exerciſed no other then this drudg- 
ing office. Whoſoever, I ſay, had ſeene him, 
would he not haue bene much aſtonnished, & 
conſtrained hy the force of truth to confeſle, 
that the grace of God is a powerfull leſs vnto 
char ſoule , which liſtneth with attention , and 
with deſire to put itin pratiſe? But norwirth 
andſting this is nothing,in compariſon of many 
ofhis otheraCtions, for this was ſecrer, & {eerie 
only of his other bretheren , who did thelike 
when their rurne came : bur many other wete 
done in the face of the Court, even in the mid- 
deſt of Paris , wher he had formerly liucd and 
beene ſeene , with much more honor and 
worldlieſplendor then ci be ſpokt; In ſo much 
that, making onatime an alluſion of his hfe 
preſent, with that which was paſt, and likewile 
of this, with all other religious perſons, he c6« 
pared it to the grear tree which, Nabnchodo- 
noſer faw , whoſe branches:couered all with 
lexus filled ir with their shadow , vntill ſuch 
t)\me as a voice was heard from heaven, which 
oauc commandment ro cut doune the tree , & 
toleane only tho roote cherof,faſttied roa ſtake 
of iro , that it might be moyſtned with the 
dew of heauen, adding this that followeth by 
Wavy of demand nto hymſelfe. 

When tlou waſt inche worlde,what waſt,, 
thou ?l was a tree which moiited to the skye,,, 
proud, full of vanitic , arrogant . The vreat),, 
H 4 boughes, 
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bou hes, were power, wildome, valour,nov o 
bilitie , riches. The leaves and Shadow 


whereof, were wordes, promiſes, hopes defi- , Y 


res. Whar bertided it? Behould a ſeartull voice ,, - 
was heard from heauen, Succrdite arborem,, cut ,, 
downe the tree that|is with the feare of, 
death hell , and the frightfull iudgmentr of,, 
God: and bchould the high erce was pres7tly,, 
cut downe, the boughes were lopped, of the,, 
leaues fell away . He who before was fo,, 
proud, entreth in to Religion, humble, licle,,, 
vile, and abiect. Behould the lp jiges, of the, | 
roote of this rree,abide bound as with cordes,, 
and chainesof iron , with the vowes af obe-,, | 
dience, of poucrrie, and chaſtirie., Burto the, | 
end that it may beate theſe bondes and, 
chaines willing!y,nor haue this priſon in any, 
horror , what muſt it doc yer more? This,, 
rootezand this ſpirigge, 15 watered wichrhe,, 
dew of heauen. And whar is this dew of, 
heauen| bur Gods grace, the conſolation of, 
che holie Ghoſt ,the guſte of prayer, and the, 
inward relishinges of almightie god?T his dew, 
cauſeth, that theſe chaines, vor only appeare,, 
not sharp and hard, burſweer andlighrt;o ,, 
thatreligion,not only ſrcemes not to be a PLi- 4, 
ſon, but an carthl paradiſe,nether doth one, N. 
not only nor Feels the waight or burthen of ,, 


' the yoake 2 bur taſteth rhe (wecrnes and \b 
lightnes cherof, and ſo our cule, life,and pro-,, 
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ſeſſion is , of a brother 6 ,that is to ſay, ,, 
robe humble aud full of charitie, Lervs then ,, 
enforce out (clues, ro auſwere by workes to ,, 
the name we haue taken , and ro the habit,, 
we weare. This js it which our Lord and ,, 
Sauiour requirerh of vs, this is it whcih S,,, 
Francis ſeeketh at onr handes the lacred,, 
woundes of our Lord leſus Chriſt , and choſe ,, 
amorous markes imprintediu his flesh , crie,, 
no other rhinge vnto ys;thele arc theleners,, 
patents of his rule. Fo 

Onedav, as the winter cold was moſt ex- 
trcame, ſo that cuen the beſt and warmeſt 
clothed, were torced to beg heate of rhe fire: 
fundric poore Itish people asking almes atend 
ot S. Michacls bridge in Paris, were faine r0 
makealitle fire to reſiſt the rigonr of rhe cold, 
1" expecting the charitic bf thoſe thar paſſed, 
The bleſſed father Angell, coming Þ © dooing 
ſome worke of pictie, almoſt halfe dead w þ 
very cold being loth rocnrter jnto at'y houſe rq 
warme him ſeltc, as too well knowcn and ho- 
nored euery where, warmed him {clic with 
this poorc people: which thoſe who pi led roo 
and fro well conſidering , and ſeeing the good 
facrher ro warme his feere all trozen with 
cold at ſo poorea firc of three or four coales 
lighted by theſe poore people , did wonder 
thercat, and ſundry of them, not withour the 
Shedding of reares, For all his defire was, ro 
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hide the grearnes of is houſe, and the ranck 
he had ſomrimes held in the world, notalitle 
offended with thoſe who camero viſithim ,if 
he ſaw they rather came of curioſttie, then of 
ſome pious dehgne wherby God might be 
honored , and their neiohbour edified. 

The firſt rime that he was ſent vnto Tous 
louſe, where he had left his habit, the principall 
of all the cirtie , purpoled to goe ont ro meete 
him, and to entertaine him , not in qualitie of 
a Capuchin, but of a noblelord of that familie, 
to which the whole contrie was obliged for 
their conſeruation . As foone as he had notice 
hereof,and coming late ynto the trowne, he en 
tred by another gate then was expected,and fo 
came lecretly vnto his conuent, Wherart they! 
being much aſtouighed , went rhe nexr_mor- 
ning to offer him hYir ar the connents ſemice; 
but coming thither they were more amazed 
then they were before, when they found him 
in the garden ſerving the Maſons, and after- 
Wards having thanked them , and enterrayned 
them bur a very licle while , he returned againe 
vnto his former exerciſe, wherin he teſtified by 
bis paines,, that he tooke more pleaſure rherin, 
then in gining eare ro their offers of ſo greats 
affeQion, which had for their obiet, his digni- 
ties and his merits : for he had quite exiled all | 
worldly honors, both our of his defire and re- 
mcemviance, eſteeming nv more of praile then 


of 


| 
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- of reprocke. And as a dead vody , hathno fee- 
ling ot what is done vntoir;, never murmuring 


nor complayning in what poſture ſocuer one 

doth place it: en& ſo he being dead ro his owne 

iatere(t, to his ſenſes, and his paſſions, had (6 

baried his affe@ions in the open lide of leſus 

Cit vpon the Crofle, thar norhiag in the 

whole wordle could affe& him with content= 

ment, only the beaurie of virtn, together with 

the grace of God, was of power ro make him 

joytullin poſelſingit,and ro mak? him forrows 
full, when according to the violence of his de- 
lires he could not pur it 1 practiſe as he 
withed. Yea, healwayes bore that minde, ra- 
ther ro (utler hangar and thirſt, and ro endure' 
the affrontes and inturies of many cold Chr. 
Rtims.in concealing his name and familic,then 
to receine all kinde of curtefies , by revealing 
the houſe from whence he deſernded, 

Vpon a time as he viſited rhe province of 
Picariy being ouer taken by the night , he was 
conttrained ro goeto a Caſtle ro ak -1t of cher 
charitie, they would vouchſafe ro lodge him &- 
is companian tor thar night. And albcit rhat 
his grace full coupxenance ad ljnelie grauitie, 
dd lufhciently shew to thoſe thar beheld 


lim _thar he. had ſomtimes bene ſome man of 


worth, yer the maſter of the lodging being of 
the pretended relig'o ( which ſeemerh ro bears 
+ particular hate to religious perſons ) droue 
them 


_w” _—_—— 
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them away , withall maner of reproachfull & 


iniurious wordes, which paſſion and malice | 
could almoſt inuent . This blef{ed father , who 
knew not what it wasto reply with sharpnes | 


vnto ſuch reproaches, preſt withthe nighr,in a 


g 
C 
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coiittie vnknowen,withour penny or half pen- 


ny, all naked, encompalled with many incom- 
modities,and danger of his health,if he should 
be forced tolye inthe open ayre, humbly be- 
ſoughr him with all the inſtance that a poore 
religious man might in ſuch a caſe, that he 
would only pur into ſomeplace, where they 
might but ſtand drie, afluring him that they 
would no Way be tronbleſome ro him; and 
that God would reward him for ſo great a cha- 
ritie. T his gentleman notwith Nanding, (more 
inſenſible then a ſtone,) was not moued one 
whir at his pitcous complaints and bumble re- 


queſts , and refuſing them all entrie into his 


houle, only ſuffered them to retvre them (elucs 
iaroa {table,w hich was vacoueredin ſuch fort, 
that he could not lodge his beaſtes therin, 

N orwith ſtanding this his incommodious 
lodging, he encouraged his companjon , to re- 
ioyce m our.Saniour Teſus Chriſt,repreſenting 
vnto him, the viuall wordes of their holic Fa- 
ther S.Fricis,faying, that he rooke much more 
confort ro be loaden with iniuries and oppro- 
bries, then he did to hrare his owne prayles ro 
be published , As ſoone as the day brake, they 

departed 
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departed forth of this ſtable, which they had 
' made a chappell of prayer and deuotion ; and 
being ſer forward on their way , they began to 
wouder, when they ſaw one come gal oping 
after them as faſt oc could dbatinglek ome 
greater harme was toward them. Bur this hap- 
ned, becaule that ſome,who had met theſe ta- 
thers in their way, and knowing well this B,fa- 
ther, had told his name vnto this gentleman, 
and from whar houſe he was deſcended , yer 
nether knowing where be had bene harboured 
nor what entertaynment had bene giuen him, 
This gErleman not knowing whar to thinke 

of him (elfe, very ſorrie for his fault,and much 
admiring (© great patienceand humilirie, gor 
vp on horſe-back,and hauing oucrraken thenn, 
inſtantly alighted downe, fell on his knees, and 
askr him forgiuenes , excuſed him felferhathe 
did not knowe him,carneſtly bcſought him ro 
returne to his houſe, wherin all that was, was 
at his ſervice, that ſo at thelealt he might make 
ſomEparrt of amendment for his former fault: 
with ſundry other (ach like wordes, which the 
forrow conceiued for his former faulr, roge» 
ther with reſpedt to ciuile honeſtie, mighr ſug- 
geſt yvnto him, The B. Father kindly chanked 
him for his curtelie , and reaſoning with hym 

alitle whileconcerning his religion, atthe laſt 

heleft higzcorenting himſelfe with the promi- 

ie he made him to P lake his hereſie,, and ro 

cmbrace 
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embrace the light ofthe Catholique , Apoſts-. 
lique and Roman faith ; which promiſe the , 
g:ntlewan pcrtormed prelently attet, ro the. 
gloric of God,and to the faluation of his owne | 
toule, : 

Nener shouldI make and end,ifIshould re- 
late all his actions, in the exerciſe of this ſo rare 
a vittu ,ahd how many (oules he conſtrayned, 
ina maner, by this ſweere meanes, to for lake 
Sathan, to illuc torth of the linke of rheir ſin- 
nes ,ahd roconuertrhem vnmo God ; For euen | 
as balme and orher aromaricall ſpices, being 
ſtamped & reduced ro poudre, are more {weet 
to {mell to, thenthey were betore being vn- 
bruſed : even fo theverrnes of man , ate more 
agorcable vnto God, & atratt others with the 
more yiolence, When being bruled and poun- 
ded by their humilicie, they cauſe a {weer and 


plealing odor to cuaporarfrom them , by their 
practile. 


His 
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Of bis Patience. 


Taz Bttventh CHAnrTER 


Frer bis humilice,l will ſer in order in ths 
ſecond place , his great patience , part| 

becauſe almightic God doth alwayes exerciſe 
the humble by chis way, partly allo becauſe of 
the affinitic and coniunction that there yg 
betwixt theſe rwo virtues, which ys ſuch , thar 
hardly can they be ſeparated aſunder: for hu- 
milinie caulerth vs to T7 abicCction,and pa» 
ticnce conforterh vs inthe lame:truc humilitie 
loues contempr, and patience takes content= 
ment therein : ſo that the one and the other 
having the ſame obic&, haue bur this difference 
v hich doth ſeperarerh@,that humilitie makerh 
that a man, although conremned and let at 
naught,yctreplyerh nor, nor doth opperReny 
vt: contrariwiſle, patience knoweth how to 
helpe yr (elfe , bur will nor ſeruc'yr lelfe of irg 
owne poWer, and chooleth rarher , to ſuffer 
wronge,thcn to offer any,w hich ys indeedrhe 
tne rouchſtone ro diſcerne one truly humble 
t hart and of aftcftion,and to diſcouer all (orr 
of forced. & falſe hipocrifie, which flyderh 
totfuch ations. For itis an eaflte matter, ro 
"care a poore and a patched habit,to goebarg= 
togteythe head abaſed , rhe cyes mortified, rg 
reucrence 


| 
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rcugrence our cqualls, gine place to out int» 
feriors, when rhe ation is not bt imporrance#/ 
bur ro endure an iniurie,a contepr or diſgrace g 
or other fort of indighitie , wirh a (miling and 
chearfull countenance, without shewing yt 
ourwardlic,or feeling inwardly any kinde of 
difcontentment, withont all dour ſacha pas 
tience clearly steweth, that humilitic lodgetht 
wirhin that foule, and! both rhe one and the 
other of thelc virtues, rendre yt perfe&t and 
compleate. 
This bleſſed father, exceeded in both theſe 
ſingular virtues crue witnefles of the inward 
peace a1!d rriquilirie of [tis {oule:For as he " 
day came from Veniſe, accordins® ro the cont 
mandcmentofthe Reverend Farher General, 
to be Gardien in the contry of Loraine, the 
warres being ſtill in their former ftrie , ar his 
eartic into Fiice,he was taken bythe ſoldiars, 
who vied hym very detpitefully , ſtriprhym of 
his habic, and loading hym with abuſes and 
with blowes,called hym traitor, hipocrite, ſpye 
to bvwray them, and one who had taken rhat 
habir', the berrerro couer his pernicious de- 
ſignes,ynder this exterjonr pretext of falſe dils 
fmulato,and dilembled talfitie: ſearched hynt 
from'rop roc,to ſee yFhe had no Jetrers about 
him, & tore in pieces cerraine papers Which 
chey founde ; & whileſt ſome thus buſicd 
chcfclues forto [earch hym, others haled hymy 
; & 
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and pulled him by the bearde, with many like 
reproachfull abules. The blefſcd Father all this 
while carried himſelfe, as a mecke lambe, with- 
$nt ſpeaking a worde, or makinge shewe of 
any feclinge, expoſed his body to the rage, and 
fute of theſe barbarous fellowes, who not 
content With this, led him from thence vnto 
their garriſon, a good way diſtant from that 
place, where in the middeſt of themall, as an 
innocent Jambe amongſt wolues, they made 
their ſport, and paſtime of him ſomtimes mocs» 
King him with ridiculous wordes, ſometimes 
Fitch inturies,obieing varo hum the hipocriſic 
of his habit, the falſitic of his faith , and calling 
him ſuperſtitious foole, and cater, & deuourer 
of his god: ſtill berwixt whiles beatinge him, & 
buffering him With cbeir fiſtes, 

O bleſſed (oule, who haſt here founde a con- 
formitie, with the paines of thy lord, and ma- 
ſter, afrer which thou (o erneſtly Coughreſt, and 
aſpireſt, For who can doubt that at = inſtane 
he ſet before his cies, his lord berwixt che hands 
of the Iewes, buffcted, mocked, (pitt on, 
Inturyed, and blasphemed, inwardly reioyhnge, 
and rendring him moſt humble thanks thar 
luch an occaſion of futtcringe was giu »», in 
chaſticement of his defets? whom bobs oughe 
tO giue him his grace, to ſuffer them with-che 
lame (pirit that himfelfe did (uffer the paines, & 
dolour of the Croſſe: and co render himſelfe 
yet more like vato him, & to imitate him 
more 
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more neerely in bis holy {ufteringes, be craued, 
and demanded pardon for them . who blinded 
in 'their error, impoled vpon him theſe re« 

roachfull:niuriesy, for ir is che propertieof a 
foule , which 1s allwayes vnited by loue vnts 
her God, tro conuett, like vnto bees, all bir- 
eernes, imo ſweetenes, to make thereof, the 
hony of gloric, cſteeminge all chat which zffli- 
Qeeth her, for cranquillitie and folacing ber 
ſelues amidſt (uch ſufferances; pray for thoſe 
vnto our lord, who feruec as inſtruments, to 
make proofe of her conſtancie, 

Theſe companions palled ouer the whole 
day in (uch like ations full of inhumanitic:and 
the night being come, which forced them 16 
retice them(clues, they being weary with af 
flitinge him, left him to the open ficldes , that 
ſo alſo he should be afflicted for want of lod- 
pings In this ſort he went for a while with 

is companion through a thicke, and woody 
forreſt, and (ccinge, that the ſouldicrs bad ta- 
ken from him, beſides his breuiary , and other 
papers, their obedience, he encouraged his 
companion,to goe backe againe,vnto the phat 
where the ſouldiers were , and nor to leaue 


them till firſt they had reſtored it againe vnto 

them, for cls quoth he , we shall not be wells 

come, when we come to the conuent of out 

bretheren. They returned therfore , and with 

many inſtances, and pireous ſupphcations able 

to rent the hearts of Rones, they _————_ 
t 
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the laſt their. obedience. 

The weather at that time was very $harpe, & 
the tragells which they had indured that day 
vithour catynge any thinge, hauinge greatly 
weakened his bodily forces, he durſt nor go on 
his tourney in the darkeyin a way which he had 
never went, for feare of fallnige into ſome dans 
gerous hole, and to finde a lodginge he had no 
hope. At the laſt a poore sheepecoate offered ir 
ſelfe ro his necellitie, which entringe into with 
his Companion, they paſſed ouer that whole 
night, in prayers, anddcuine prayſes, weary of 
the way, but exccedinge ioyfull in their ſoules, 
thus to haue ſuffered for the loue of God Who 
can chaſe but admire at this great patience? 
and what heart 1s (o hard , which cannot con- 
felſe that there was ſome cerrainegrace hidden 
in theſe holy ations, wherewith almighrie 
God doth bearifie his frindes, cauſinge theic 
greateſt difficulties, to become eaſy, and full 
of plory ! 

In this bleſſed father doutles , was ſeene to 
derenewed the firſt feruour of Saint Frauncis, 
and of his companions who leaden with Iniu- 
ries, and others opprobries in dijuerſe countries 
where they came , as men vynknowen, andof 
none account , vnder apoore habit, and full of 
abietion, tookeall kinde of contenertent in 
luch like ſufferances , and inflamed with the 
loue of heauen, ike two celeſtiall Salamanders, 
tooke their nourighments amidſt the Games of 
I 2 thel(e 
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theſe afflitions. One ot the greateſt morines, 
which this bleſſed father had to bringe him 1o - 
polleſſe (o great a patience, belides the exerwple 
of our ſawour himfſclfe , was the promile of a 1 
recompence ,cicinge thelewordes, Nolzs {2mere, 
quia redems te, C& vor aus te romine tro. Feare not be- 
cauſe I hauc redeemed thee, and called thee by 
thy name . Wherevpon he tooke occalion to q 
dilare his conceprion in the manner enſfuinge. |! 
»» Fearce not, Orcligious, O my ſeruanrany ; 
», Kinde of ching,nei:her the force of thy enitvies, 
2» nor their remptations , nor perſecutions what- ? 
>, {ocuer,nor other prefſure,nor affliction, becauſe. 
,, | hagc redeemed thee, nor once only by gi- 
z, ming my blood for thee, but againe in drawinge, | 
zz thee ro my (ernice1n Religion, which 18 a newe 
,, redemprion, for thou art ſould ro me for a let. 
+, Uant and (laue, and have redeemed thee ate 
» high priſe, feare not then, | haue redemed thee, 
2, & I hage called thee with ſpirituall inſpiration! 
», to wy ſcruice, and by finguler fauour, and figne 
z; ®fawitie | hane giuen theea nawe diſtin from) 
2, Others. And what 1s that name, Thou art mine, O® 
» dearc, and glorious name, more then#zlirhe? 
») hame,&ricle of honour which Princes can giut | 
,» torheir fauourits, or familiers, O that I could 
2» Expreſle what | feele in my (oule , concerninge 
1, thedigniticof this name , my Seruant my fam} 
2 licr, wy friend, my bridegrome, my poſſeſſion 
., all mine, in this T beg art mine, The world , the: 
, flcsb, nerthe Deuill hane- no more part in on 
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Let none dare to approach to thee, to hurt on ,, 
haice of thy head becauſe thou art mine; (6 ,, 
may a good, Religious man faie, yea euery ,y 
good Chriſtian : All creatures take heed of me ,, 
becauſe | am belonginge ro God, yee haue no+,,, 
thinge io do with me, do not rouch me or ,, 
aproache to me. is 
Hctein appeareth a new particuler prouis ,, 
dence of God towardes a good Religious per> ,, 
ſon ; what neede he feare here after, what euill ,, 
can befall him; Ncicher water, riner, fre, flame, ,, 
by which all creatures are vnderſtood haue po+ ,, 
wer to hurt him. Whenthou wule paſle by the ,, 


. waters | will be wich thee, the rivers $hall nor ,, 


couer thee, when thou $halt walke in fire,thoa ,, 
Shalt not be burnt, and the flame $hall not rake ,, 
hold of hee : what thinke you therfore my bre> ,, 
theren of the felicinie of a Religious many 'do ,, 
yer not (ce how this name Thow are Hine, is bis ,, 
palporr, bis Rerraict of alſurance,aſtrong buck+ ,, 
er againſt his enemies , the Deuill , rhe world, ,, 
and the flesh, and all others, And after this rat- ,, 
ninge.himlelf ro our (amour he taide. And what gy, 
[f | be thine O my Lord, and maſter, wilr not ,, 
thou allo be mines if thou (aieſt io a miſerable ,, 
man He @ Mine, may not he ſaye of thee , Thow », 
&t Mine, God. is mine ? Behould theae, and the ,, 
other in holy Dauid, ſayinge. God is my por» ,, 
non for ever, God is the maſter of my heary, ,. 
and | am the maſter of the heartof god; gol ,, 


pollcſſerh me for his part, and I polleſle =_ » 
Or ,, 


I 3 
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or mine. O bleſſed \Chaunce, O what can be 
deemed more 1n this hfe. 4 
know not what can be ſayd more, It be 
houcth a man that ſpeaketh in this manner , eo 
be cxalicd to a high degree of perfetion, ac« 
cordinge to the bolton of the heart the 
tongue vitereth its conceptions, and in actions 
of vercue, and grace the moſt (pirituall men vn» 
derſtand moſt: he that pollcfierh it not within ? 
him, cannot diſcurſe of it with ſuch cfhcacie | 
and power; Theſe holy dartings of a good pls | 
rit, (erucd him for an Antidote in moſt gre» 
uious diſcaſes,for a buckler againſt moſt ficarſe;, ' 
and rude pallions, and for (weete hony to res | 
fresh him. | 
Yea hedid wish for occaſions of ſufferings * 
to make himſelfe conformable ro our Lotd, & 
ſaviour by the vertue of patience. off 
I doubt not but I may (tile him a Martir withs | 
out feare of cenſare, for this name doth not 
only belong to thoſe, whofor the quarrel] of 
Is8s vs Chriſt do (pend their lives , but allo tro - 
| thoſe, whofor the loue of god , do endure the | 
.. violence of all ſorts of outrages, rendring prays * 
eſl, for iniurics, bleſſings, for curſings, praicrs, 
for blaſphewies, and loue for mortall harc. , 
There 15 ne diffccence , but this, berwixr the | 
on marticdome, andthe other that the firſt is | 
., bought by the price of bloud, and (o is noto» * 
rious, and manifeſt, the other is hidden within 
the cloſeit of an amorous hatt, and is oply 
knowen 
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knowen to god, from whom he expeReth his 
crowne, Then giue me leaue to ſpeak of this 
bleſſed Martyr Father Angel,all whoſe life, was 
* nothing els bur aliogering death, and a conti- 
nuall Martyrdome (uffteringe labour, cold, 
heace, hunger, want, haire Cloth, diſcipline, & 
other morafications of the bodiez and :hac 
which is more hard, the correQions of the 
| heart, whichin the world had in nothinge ap- 
proached to true religious perfetions, and to 
{uſtaine all rhinges, wichour any figne of con» 
ecadiCtion , or murmuring, Whatlocuer Was 
enioyned him by his ſuperioars. For proofe of 
his hamility, and penance, Which is all moſt an 
ones x torrure to corrupted nature 
which playes the rebe]l, with which corruptis, 
we ate all infeted as the ſonnes of Adam, and 
principally great, and noble, perſons, who 
chinke they be borne rocommand others, & not 
to ſubmire their necks with patience vnder the 
yoke of arude, and peremptory obedience. So 
that he was amoug his bretheren, as a rrue pi- 
ure, or image, in which they did conſider the 
patience of our (aujour liucly repreſented, 
which he did pratiſe, with ſo much Zeale,thac 
in his hav lickneſles, (uffrances and occa- 
fions of feelinge affliction, he did shewe moſt 
ioy and contentment, (ſo full was he of the 
ſpirit of God, 

Whence it is ſpoken in their rule, that with - 
eut it he (ayd a religious man was emptic, 
I 4 jerrg 
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1» (e174 ananu &f vacua voyd, and empty catth, See © 
z» ({a1d he)a morcall man, bur without gods (pi- 
z» fit What 1s he but a faire veſlell, but yer emprie, 
1a wellſpoken man, a good merchanr,a curious 
,» workman , but without vertue and pgrace'; 
2» as vnlauory meate without ſalt, lo a Religious 
»» man Withour rhis (piric 15 (uch a veflcll bur 
,, voyde: a good noiſe in the quire, a feruerous |} 
»» action in the pulpirr, an auſtere habit to the {| 
z, £1es of men,good words but withour ſpirir, b& 
»» Without grace, The reaſon is,that things crea» | 
,, ted,arc not ſufficient to fill the (oule, bur god 
z, only, and his ſpirit : how shall we knoweir? 
»y eucnas We knowe a vellell of wine, whetherit * 
,, be full, or emptie. If in conchinge it, ir maketh 
2,4 great (ound, and noiſe 1t is empiie, if nor, it is 
»» full. So rouch a Chriſtian,a good religious man 
,, by ſome tribulation, or penance , it he make a * 
»» great outcry, and be much troubled , and com- 
» plaine, it 1s an atgumer that he waorcth the » 
» {pirir of god. Burt when he 15 full, rouch him as | 
,» much as you will you $hall heare no noiſe, 
,, noe murmuringe, noe complaninge, lt he doth * 
», yeeld anyfſourid , ir is6nly ro the praiſe of god 
,, fayng with Iob, On Lord hath giuen, and our Lord 

bath takey aware, bleſſed be the name of our Lord, And 

if hefaye this, he is alſo more ready to pur ir in 

practiſe. And to encourage othersto this whom 

he knoweth to be of a melancholique diſpohi - 
rion, and apt to be bur too fenfible, Specially 
new beginners, for whom it is allmoſt impoſli- 


ble 
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ble tro bridle all fort of motions amidſt theic 
manifold mortifications, Which is indeed to bee 
come ancweman and to change their narurall 
inclination, & triamphe ouer all their paſlions. 
Thas, I fay, he eacouraged and (weetened 
his exhortation, in ſaying that he did harnly 
wish410 be allwayes a Nouice, ro the end that 
he might be mortihed more $harpely and cxer- 
ciled ttil} ro the vilcſt and baſeſt offices, and 
continually (ubie& co the cenſure of thoſe chat 
are profeſſed, alluring then thar as our ſauionr 
had goccen his glory by great —— , inſo 
much that the Prophet E-fay by way of amply- 
fication callech him verum doloram , which 1s 
man of griefes ;(o a Religions man who ought 
allwayes without inrecmitſion be faſtened ro 
the Crolle, and practiſe ir by his ations, as he 
carried a figure thence in his habir, coald nor 
shwe any greater eff< ts of ir, then in (uffering 


vw hatſocacr god did laye vpon him, and occa- - 


hons offcred, were chey neuer fo rigorous, and 
contrary ro his inclination. 


Of his Obedience_. 
THE TWLEFT CHAPTER 


Here are two things ( aid this Bleſſed ,, 
Father ) ia an exhorration which he, - 
made to his bretheren, which haue the, 
frſt place in cacry good Religion, which do 4, 
piuc it life, forme and pecfeRion, without »z 


I 5 which, 
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»» Which ,Religion is but fraud , ipocritie , and | 
\, ſuperſtition, The outward, and inwacd exer- 
,, calc, the corporall and mentall By the out- 
\» ward, I vndecſtand all thinges which oclonge 
., totompolc the bodie, ro wire , faſting, vocall 
\, praiers, diſcipline , watching . handy labours, a 
,, poore and ill bed, arude habic, And by the 
,, 1aWard, I vaderſtand wharſocuer belongeth 
,, to the reforminge of the (picit, and ſoule, ro 
,» Witt mencall prayer, humblenes of hart, pouer- 
\» (1e of ſpirir, puritie of intention,recolietion, 
\, in finc che exerciſe of all vercues: of theſe two 
,, ſhe outward is asthe bodie of religion, the in- 
\, Ward is as the ſoule, And as a man which bath 
,, but a foule without a oody cannot be called a 
,, man, ſo religion which regacdeth only the in- 
\, Ward man, and not che ourward,cannot be cal- 
,, led religion. And asa man with a body withour 
,, aloule, 1s noe more a wanbecaule that is wan- 
,, tinge, which giuech him life: (@ Religion with 
\, the only outward shewe, is not religion, but a 
,, dead bodie, Therfote the outward, and inward 
4, exerciſe, make religion perfect. 
w Thc(carethe two alters, which god pointed 
\, Out in figure, in his cemplec, The altar of braſle, 
,, Where the flesh of dinerſe creatures was ſacri- 
| - ,, faced, andthe altar of gold, where the (weere 
| , incenſe was burnt. The ficſt was named the al- 
 ,, far of Holocauſt, and was more open, and dil- 
© ,, couered: the other the altar of incenſe, ſome 
K » Whatmoredclole, and ſecret: which gaue vs to 


enderftand, 


,_——— 
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ynderſtand, two torts of operations , which »» 
god doth require of vs, in his holy (erunce, the ,, 
outward, and inward.T he firſt Altar wherethe 1» 
body, and the flesh is ſacrificed with che reitis 3, 
mortfication, and penance, and this is expoled us 
rothe cies of men. The ſecond altar where the 2 
ſpirit is offcred ro god, with the fice of loue, as »» 
a moſt iweere incence , 1s more ſecrete, The », 
Apoſtle Saint Paul exprefſith theſe wo lots of ,, 
ſacrifices, and workes, (ayinge. I beſcech 701, that »» 


Je giue your bodtes 4 liwinge ſacrifice, boty. and pleajing to »» 


god, your reſonable ſerutis In bidding vs 10 offer our 41 
bodies in ſactifice ro god, andthat a liningeia- ,, 
crifice, hesheweth the firſt fore of ſacrifice to ,, 
be a worke of penance, and mortification, ap- »» 
pertayning to the ourward man: and addinge yy 
that this offcringe be holy, and plealing ro god, ,z 
& a realonable leruice, he shewerh the ſecond ,, 
ſort of ſacufice, and the verrucs which belonge ,, 
to the inward man: as purnie of Intention, po» » 
nercic of ſpirit, cleannes of bart, refignution ,, 
&c. becaule without theſe things, our termce ,, 
is not realonable, bnt rather fi;eshly, & brurall, ,, 
Therfore my bretherenlervs who are called to ,, 
the ſeruice of god in ſo high an eſtate ol lite, if ,, 
we will fatishe our duty and profeſhon, not ,, 
content our (clues with one of theſe parts, bur ,, 
ler vs ioyne them both cogerher, leaſt orherwile ,, 
we labour 1in'vaine : ler vs nor content ourlel. ,, 
ues,to offer vp our boditsfor a liuinge ſacrifice, ,, 
but ler vs offcr him allo,both (oule, and bart, ſo ,, 

to make 2» 
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to make our (eruice relonable, 

O admirable ditcourſe. for (uch as know how 

| ro comprehend the (amc!lin howe tewe worc- 
| des, doth he comprehend all the perfeQtions' 
neceſſary to a religious ſoule , which by the 
vowes of poucrne,& Chaſtitic doth contecrate 

to god, all chat wich apperceineth to the body; 

| and by that of obedience , all that which con- 
I || cerneth the foule: and within the ciccuic of 
theſe three, 15 found comprited all that which 
god canrequire, and which a ſoule can perfor» 
' me in the praftiſe of the Enangelicall coun- 
C | ſells. Which counſells the blefſed Father hauing 
di alilwaics for his Butr in his ations, it 1s no 
| meruale if he ſpeake of io great thinges. For he 
{poke of this as a man who knewec by praQtile 
{| . what he ſaid, the beſt lefſon that any deuine can 
| gue. For beinge once incolled ro ſerue vnder * 
the ſtandard of the crofle, he toke allwayes 
great contentment in theprafiſe of obedience, 
He shewed him(clfe ignorant to command, but 
ro obey, he ſurpalled all ochers in this ſcience. 
This was the ballance by which he weighed 
all his ations, whether chey Cariced that 
weight thar god requireth. For he knewe well, 
that a religious perlon cannot erre, wharloe- 
uer he doc in obcying his | wade. , (o tharit 
be not contrarie to his yowes, nor the come 
mandements of God, and his Church. where 
ypon being to giue a definition of this vertuc, 
he (aid, that it 13 an cxtacic of the loue of God, 
which 
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which puiccih = = of him ſelfe by « 
dcnyall of his owne will, nor ſuff:ring hia 
to be any more for him felfe , but for God his 
beloued, . 

O bleſſed, and happy exraſie, o exralie of 
great mecitr! | o chis is that (ayinge of his, very 
conformable ; that a Religious -man that did 
any aCtion for any other defene , then for the 
louc of God imply, and for obedience, wasa 
falic Religion, and poſleſled with anill (pirir. 
thatall iis ations, as faſtings, diſcipline,pray- 
ers, mor'1fication being infected , and porſoned 
with his proper will were vnprobirable}. That 
ſach a man was like 10a horle which had bro» 
ken his hahter, yer trayning iris taken by the 
fiſt thac meerech him : ſo a religious man'who 
doth nor obey with promprnes and feruour of 
ſpirit, istaken by his firſt maſter the Dewill, 
being out of the way of ſaluacion , and in the 
. Way of perdition ,if he doe not open the eiesof 
his ſpirit ro remember his promiſe, He cited tor 
_ of this a place of holy Scripture (which 

c had well cad) where the people lamenting 
that they had faſted, afflited their bodies, and 
humble their ſoulcs , but that God would not 
looke vpon them, . nor heare their Cry , God 
anſwereth them in few wordes that which a 
good Religious perſon ought ro call to mind 
Bebold tn the day of your faſt there was your owne 
will . Bur ſo farr was the bleſſed Farher in (ee+ 
king his owne will, that he held his Superiours 

, as 
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as Angells (ent from heauen for his conduQ, 
and thertore promptly obeyed them wi: hour 
venferhhg them , or (canninge, wherfore chey 
required him co do this, or tharz but only con» 
(14erirg the (ole will of God , Among Reli- 
gious men there are many thinges practited, to 
w hich ſome are more obliged, then other lome, 
The claiks for their office, the Laic brecheren 
for the teruice of the houle, the Preacher , for 
the inſl:uttion of others. And when a Prea- 
cher forſaketh his ſtudy rodo the office of a 
Laie brocher followinge the ordinance of his 
Superiour, without feeling inwardly any points 
of conrradiQions , he certainly is mounted to a 
high degree of perfeRion . youshall heare this 
Facrhers owne wordes concerninge this vertue 
of obedience, 
» liu{ſanbbe)firſtim gouernement,as the mother 
» Prioure in the Conuenr or Monaſtery of ver- 
»» (nes Which che rule doth ordaine. It doth infor- 
» me, thac 1: grueth forme to the reſt after Chari- 
» tie, And as $ Gregory faith. [ris it alone which 
»» doth ingeaſt the other verrues in the mind, and 
» Keepeth them ingrafted. 1 wiligiuc you anen- 
» (ample. A noble Dameentring by chance into 
» the Monaſtery of Religious woemen they all 
»» come foorth ro meete her, she beholderh them 
»*all, but she knoweth them nor, and although 
»» She caſt her eies vpon ſome that are of the moſt 
» plealing alpeR, yer $he demanderh which of 
2» them is che Mocher Prioure, or Abbaſle. They 
shewe 
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Shewe her once whois the moſt ancient and che » 
moſt hard fauoured, & the worſt cladd of them »» 
all. And allihough this honorable Dame doth » 
ſee her in (oc badd a plight ro her viewe, yetshe »» 
turneth her {cite from all thereſt , and without » 
makinge any great reckoninge of theicſt , he »» 
bowerk her (elfe, and makerh reuerence ro this »» 
old mother, She rears, with her and before she »» 
enterraine any of tbe others,$he askerh her pet» » 
miſſion ro do loc, Inlike cale we may forme a »» 
Conuent of Religious vertues, penance, cha- »» 
ſtitie , humilitie , meeknes, patience, ſolirudes »» 
abſtincace, faftinge . patier, &c, Obedience is » 
the mother Abbefle, or Prioure of all theſe. »» 
Wholocuer Will enter ivto ihis Conuent, let » 
him humble himfcltero her, and do reverence »» 
to her, Let him conferr with her, for sheis Su- »2 
crior of all. And allchough $be feeweth 10» 
be old, for she hath not a faire ourward aſpe@, »» 
as ſome others, as Auſterine of life, prayer, aiid »» 
preaching , yet let him auouch her, for the Fa- »» 
ther Generall,or Prouinciall of the loueof God » 
hath giuen her the charge of Prioreſſe: enter- »» 
taine not the others till you hauec her licenſe, »» 
for all the other obey,and ſerue her, Faith obey+»» 
cth her , belceuinge that which the Prelate »» 
commaundeth, is that which God comman- »» 
deth, He that hearetbyou , beareth me , Hope obei-»» 
eth her , hopinge, ard ruſtinge that wharſoe- » 
ver obedience commandeth, though it be of »» 
it ſcelfe of ſmall merrict, that it will be of mgre »» 
merite 2» 
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» merice by reaſon of it, and that she attaine 
» which is vndergone by her authoritic,will have 
” ou ſucceſle, and a happy end. Prudence 0- 
» beycth her, for thece is noe greater prudence 
»» then ro preferre the judgement of our Prelate 
»» before our owne. Iuſtice obeyeth her: for in 
»» obeyinge our Prelare, we payc a debr ro which 
,» we oblige ourſelues by vowe 11 our profeſſion, 
»» Temperance obeyeth her, for a true obedient 
,» man doth not only remper his onward (enſes, 
» and (cnſuall appetites, but which 1s :nore, mo- 
1» deraterh bim l[celte moſt in his owne 19dgementr, 
3» and will. W hat $hall 1 (ay more, almes deeds 
» ſeruc obedience,for otherwiſe they profiit no+ 
»» thinge. The preaching of the word of God, if 
,» it be norruled by obedience, it Ireteth her ver- 
z» tuce. All excellent workes do (erue her enen 
1» Matyrdome it ſclfe, which if it be not ſuffered 
»» by a pure obedicnce io our Prelare, and God, 
x it is of no meritt. Soc obedience is the firſt 1n 
»» Government, which ruleth and commandeth 
»» all cheocher vercues, and preſenteth them as (a+ 
z» cred virgins co her bcloued ſpouſe TIesys- 
» Chriſt. 

O bleſſed obedient ſoule, Gthence thou haſt 
pur thy lelfc intro the handes of God, he will 
crown thee with honor, and glory in this 
world, and will giuc thee the Diademe of an 
erernall kingdome in the world to come: ſoe 
that thou shale hauc two Crownes as a great 
Queenc, the firſt in the militant Church, and 

| the 
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the ſecond in the.criumphanet, Thoushalt noe 
more be called the forſaken, and forlorne of 
thy ſpouſe. For thou shalt abound in-heauenly, 
and devine conlolation, but thou halt be called 
by a new name, and glorious abouec others; 
Thou shalt be called my will, As thoſe thatare 
comprehenſours, that 18, thoſe that haue ended 
their voiage are happy 1n doinge the will of 
God in heauen, fo,the pillgcims, and waifairing 
men are happy in their manner,in doing it on 
earth, Whence it commeth to paſlle, that the 
earth becommeth a Paradiſe, and man at An=- 
gell, & a Pillgrim is become a comprehenſour, 
that is an enitoyer of reſt after his traucll;, See 
then the great dignitie of this vertue of obe- 
dience , which is the firſt of all verrues, the firſt 
in cRteeme of goucrnement, in authoritie, and 
in meritr, What can be (aid more? This is the 
vertue, which ſeructh for boundes, and limitts 
toreteine, and kecpcin, a multicude of others, 
- which otherwiſe get outof the window af their 
own will, euenthoſe which had madea great 
warchandize of vertues,& therfore ir madethe 
Father amiable to his companion, offticiousto- 
watds his ncighbour,ſober in all meetings, plia- 
bleto his (ſuperiours; victorious ouer all ambi- 
tioh of the world , Charitable to the afflicted, 
content in all occaſion , chearefull in the exer- 
ciles of Religion, a ſubducr of his paſſions, and 
abſolute migkvs of his aftc@ions,and by a ſingu- 
ler grace Which God doth not giue butco his 
, K beſt 


146 The life of the Reverend Father 
beſt fauourices, depriueth him of all particuler 
affetion, tothe end that he might laie arr all 
times ruly, O Lord my hart prepared. This he dra 
with (ucha violent feruour that he left a great 
impceſhon of his wordes, and workes 1n his 
fellowe bretheren, for he (aid that proper will 
is a trange yirmens, for a religious man , and 
that which God doth threaten to viſit with 
moſt rigorous punishment, 

He then wade compariſon berweene the 
world, and Religion,and confideringe that rhe 
-world holdeth it a moſt heauy crolle ro be (ub+ 
ect to the willof another, As for me( ſaith he) 
beinge moued' with an extraordinary good 
ſpirier) Fxbinke with Saint Francis, that this is 
a ſoucraine contentment, and comfort. I will 
obey ((ayth he) cuen to death, nor only: rhe 

Pope my Superiour (ett ouer me, General, or 
Prouinciall,bur any Gardiane thac it $hall pleaſe 
. him co giue me, and I will do nothinge againſt 
bis will, becauſe he is my malter.. Preſently tat- 
ninge him ſelfe ro God ſaid. O my God I pur- 
rs; plant [ shall do, thinke, or ſpeake 
this day, ro dire all ro the loue of thee, andin 
obedience to thy holy will, If I fay Maſlc, or 
communicate, ir shalbe in obedience, It I goe 
to wy office, I willdo it inobedicnce. If I goe 
ro the tablc,if I do any (ernice in the Conuent, 
I will goc, and do all in obedience, yea, yea, 
this is it which our Father S. Francis would 

ſay when he put himſelfe in his cule to obſerue 
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the holy GhoſpellofIzs vs-Chriſt, liuinge in 
obedience without proprietie and in chaſtirie, 
And in the inſtant of darth, when if cuer men 
ſpeake moſt incerily the truth , and their harrs 
accord with their tounge(ſpeakinge of hisde-= 
partinge our of religion, for the neceſlitie of 
the Pcouince and: the ſtate) he ſaid, that only 
obedience, which he had vowed, did mone him 
to do it; and with qu: it he had preferred 'a 
thouſand punishmets before that ſword which 
he was then conſtrayned to take into his han= 
des, 


Of his Ponertie, and Chaſlitie, 
CHAPTER XxXI111I. 


] Do ioyne the ations of theſe vertues roge- 
ther, becauſe they hauc ſuch a im ethic 
the one dependeth on the other, and flowe as ir 
wete from theſame fountaine: for who ſeeth 
not that chaſtitic proceedeth from pouertie,and 
is preſerucd for the moſt part by ir? whereas 
plentic, and delicate treatinge of the bodice, are 
the moſt violent rentations to make impure 
Joules, Therfore the beſt meanes ro (uppreſſe 
the flesh , is when pouertic will not lert it pam- 
per ir ſelfe , This blefſed Father had knowledge 
of this by practiſe hauinge liued io plentie, and 
ponertic , He was wont to (ay, that there were 
wo winges of obedience, which did lift it . 
aboue che heauens, out of the dangerous lure of 

K 3 the 
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the world, repreſented by thoſe winges of the 
woman in the Apocalyphs,by which she tooke 
her flight into the high mountanie, and avoyded 
the fury of the Dragon. 

Pouertic was his richgs, & Chaſticie his con. 
renrment and beinge bÞ. poore and Chaſte,he 
lmed ina high degree with in the exerciſe of his 
ralc, A poore cell,a poore place,a poore habitr; 
all conered with peeces, and patches, poore 
ſandalls, & amonge all ſorts of habitts the moſt 
courle, roughe, and vileſt was that which he 
choſe, So that fince his returne to Religionz 
he neuer had a new habict, but wore one nine 
yeare both in winter, and in ſurmer, without 
any timicle neither would he peroritt, thaty! hat 
tt Should be (o pieced to make it more warm, 
bur only {o that it should be therby made mote 
vile, and rather more incommodious. So loudd 
hepouertie, that he called this holy vertue, the 
foundation of all Euangelicall profeflion. The 
ficſt ſtone of the {pirituall buildinge, the orne» 
ment,luſtre, and beautic of all religion (bur e 
pecially of che Seraphicall religion of che M 
nars) a great treafure but hidden from the eie 
of men. Finally an heaucnly inhericaunce'e 
the children of Gad. 1 

The Croſſe of Chriſt was the parterne, and 
medell by which he did mould, and frame all 
his affe&ions, as may appeare by his diſcouſe 
Youshall noc finde(layth he grearer pouertit 
then that of the Croſe;thereyou shall difcoun 
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1 ns v 8-Chriſt all naked, and poore and vtterly ,, 


deſticutc of all extcrnall tbinges, of goodes, of ,, 
Clothes, meatce bed, and houſe roome. Poore ,, 
of frindcs, forſaken of all, yeaucn of hisowne ,, 
diſciples,and of his owne Father poore of him- ,, 
ſelfe, of might, of wiſedome, renowne,andof ,, 
honor. poore of affcRion, lifred vp on high ,, 
from all earthly thivgs, ſtripr, and ſpoiled of all ,, 
whatſocucr, Poore in the vie of things, nor ,, 
hauinge thole which were extreemelynecellary ,, 
vnto him, for damaundinge drinke 1 his extre= ,, 
me thirſt, he had no other giuen him bur gall & ,, 
vineger:inſtcade of a bed,he had no other then ,g 
anarrowe Crofic: and for clothinge, no other ,, 
but a poore clowt to couer his nakednes, /Loe ,, 
the forme, and modcll of a moſt high, and ex-,, 
cellent pouertie! _ 
Thelc wordes,do they not reſtifie the inward 

fcelinge which he had that -d1d pronounce. 

them? for if there should beno more but this 

repetition of Love,were not this alone ſufficient 

toshewe,that his rounge ſpoke. from the abun- 


| -dance of his hcarr? good wordes may lometi- 


mes deceaue, being clothed with Hipocrifte, but 
when the keart, rounge, and hands do ayme at 
the ſame marke,itis1mpoliblethatthere should 
be acceſle for any deceit. So that this blelled 
Father addingethe praQtile of poubrticyynto tho 
praiſes which he gaue ir wirtnethoge the con-. 
lent of his heare by an extraordinary ſerenity, 6 
cheerefullaces of countenance, ir-may be well 
K 3 con- 
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concluded,that he was truly poore in cfte@,not 
hauing ſomuch as proprictie to his beades that 
buog att his girdle, | 
He was exceedinge rich in (imilitudes, to 
make his aftcctions to be the better conceaued, 
Amongſt other things ſpeaking once of pouer- 
tic, he compared it co the Eagle,of which holy 
lob (peaketh , who maxeth his ncaſte in ahigh 
place, and hard to come at from whence all 
,, things belowe ſeemed io be little, and without 
,y appearance. For lo(quoth he)a man poore,m 
-» (puritt is IiKero this Eagle, who beinge placed 
»-Ypona high Towre,doth ſee men that are great 
,» of ſtatuce, like ro little s hrimpes, and Dwarfes, 
», O my dearcly beloucd bretheren, if we alcend 
,, to the topp of this trowre of moſt high pours- 
,z tic, the world, wich all the vanities that ate 
z» therin which ſometimes we cſteeme fo much, 
»» will lceme ro vs but a little point. W hat are Ci 
» ties, Prouinces, Kingdomes, and Empires? what 
,, Should they ſeeme vnto vs, bur lictle holes, and 
z» pitts of Anres? and thoſe! who ambitiofly debre 
, thele great honors, bur as ſo many young, or lite 
,ztle children, who take delight in rhings of no 
,, thing? then we may ſay, (not moued with enuy 
2; bur rather with compathon. O paruult, v/quequs 
»i dikgizu 11/angtam. O little ones, how long will 
gye delight - 57" nf qiar phe we were in deed 
 bifred vpin this hight of holy poucrtie, O how 
;. conſtznr, and how vnmoueable should we bein 
» 8} aducrhicic, O how indiftcrent Should we be 
-{ 10 


| 
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to What ſocucr should happen to vs, whether ,, 
ficknes, perſecution, or cribalation, or death it ,, 
ſelfe. If we were lifred vp vnto this height, how 4, 
fearefull should we be vnto the Deuills, how. ,, 
admirable ro meu, how beloued of Angells,and ,, 
how agreeable to god himſelf? "_ 
And hauinge (uthcicntly praiſed, and admi- ,, 
redthe excellency of this ſo rarea vertue, co- ,, 
minge to incuicate the praQile, and the. loue ,, 
thereof , he ſaith as followeth: Ah my brethe- ,, 
ren, lift vp your (clues on high, dildaine the yz 
earth, and all che world, and like to noble Ea-,, 
ples, fix I pray you by perfect Charitie, your ,, 
cies vpon the wheeles of the ſunne of the Eter- ,, 
nall God, Conuerle with I Es vs-Chriſt, with ,, 
the Virgin Mary, and with theſaints in ſuch ,, 
ſort that you may 1ruly ſay. Conterſatio noſira in ,, 
(ali eſt; Our Conucrſation is abouc in heaven. ,, 
By pouertie ye haue ben made heires, and kings ,, 
of the kingdome of heauen,aſpire to that King» ,, 
dome, and take hold of the heauenly inheri- ,, 
tance ſince that yeaic poorce in carth]y things ,, 
be rich, andnoble in ver:uc. Berich in huge NE 
tic, which is the molt deare lifter of pouertie. ,, 
For this cnd it is that S. Francis doth call vs Mi- ,, 
pors, that is to ſay the woſt; hagble, he moſt ,, 
vile, and the moſt abiet of. all. Be richin obe. ,, 
dience, which 1s eaſily pracled z where our ,, 
proper intereſt doth nor raigne, Be rich in cha- ,, - 
tic for by pennuric,of things accaſions ate ta- ,, 
ken from you of all Nas, and the fleh ,, 
K 4 maketh ,, 
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»» maketh ir (elfe ſubicR ro che (pirit. 
»» Berich in temperance, fortitude , prudence, 
,s &iultice for all theſe are all founded in poucr- 
2, tie, ftnce that a true poore man istemperare,for 
5» he conrenteth himſelfe with a lictle : he 1s va- 
9» lianr for he feareth noe man, hauinge noe cau+ 
2 ſc of feare becauſe he hath nochinge: he 1s wile 
,, indeſpiling the earth}, and obreyninge heaven; 
, heis iuſt, for he renders eucry man h1s owne,gi- 
z, tinge honor ro God, example to his neighbour, 
,y and concempr to himſelfe, He 15s rich 1n faith, 
»» hope, and charitic, for arrue poore man hath a 
», linely faith, a ficme hope, and a burning chari- 
2y tie towatds God, & his neighbour: For he 
», hath exrirpated all couerouſnes, and hath no- 
» thing to do with Meum & Turm, mine, & thine, 
» which are the poiſon, & bane of charitie, He is 
»» rich in prayer, or contemplation, whereas po- 
»z Ucrtic hath remoned/ all the blockes, and hinde 
1 tances of a contemplatiue life. He is rich in 
» Fuangelicall creaſures, which are porre by holy 
» preaching: for the people calily icerth,that he 
» (erK-rh nor after any thinge, bar the (aluarion 
of their ſoules, O moſt rich, and perfirt pouer=« 
» tie, winch makerh vs heires of che kingdome 
» of heanen\, 'O thriſe happy nobilitie which 
»» Fayleih vs aboneall created thinges: This is 
z» our portion whith condufteth vs to the land 
>. of che lininge, O bleſſed portion, ſmall in our- 
», ward appearzhce, bur great in cttc, Little ir js 
becauſe it hathi nothinge , yer great becaufe"ic 
| pollcticch 
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poſſeſſerh all thinges. Tanquam' nibil habente, & 
p94" 8 reg as hauinge nothinge, yer pollel. ?? 
| thinges. »” 


linge a 
1 will not recite many of his particaler aQi6s 
in proofe of his ſpirit, and de(ire of pouertie, [ 
will only by the way (peake how beinge at Ro-» 
me at the General! Chapter, the Pope not a 
little wondringe at his eminent vertue,after he 
had teſtified his holy, and fatherly affection for 
the-conſeruation,and in maintenance of his or- 
der, asked him what he would require of him 
for his owne perticuler, He made this anſwer, 
which aſtonished thoſe that were preſent. Holy 
Father, I demand nothing but your h»ly Benedvcion, to 
obtatne Gods boly grace to krepe the pouertie that 1 baue 
yowed, | 
His Chaſticie was no leſſe remarckable, he 
was chaſte in his diſcourſe, in his enrertaing/ 
ments, in his thoughts,in his affefion, and ab 


is agreat vertue toabſteine from one plealſiir #7 PWM 
after we haue taſted the ſweernes of it, then ro. 


depriue out (clues of ir befote we haut once 
rry<d it:ſo was chaſtitie more excellent, & more 
commendable in him, (ecing rhatin the ſpring 
of his age, in the noone of his youth, he bri- 
dled himfelfe from all forr of thole allure- 
men:s,after he had lined ſome yeares in holy, & 
lawfull marriage, His cies, by Which rhe enemy 
gerteth into the ſoule, were (o mortified, That 
'as he went abroad, the hemme of his habire 
was as the Orizon of bis __ fot ſcldome did 

5 he 


* 
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he lift vp his cies higher and in this kind of 
mertification, his (oule (reticed from all kind 
of obicas) did entercaine 1t lelfe with God, in 
whom he placed his whole delight, 

He compared a man|that is curious 1n (ceinge, 
[02 paniter, Was beinge ro drawelome pour» 
trat, ficſt beholdeth it well, and afterward fra- 
meth an idea.or forme of 1t1n his imagination, 
accardinge to, Which he fashioneth his image, 
And indeed (ſayth he) we are painters who 
lookinge cuciouſly vpon obiets before our 
cles, We conceaue the fornte of them in our 
Widnes, and haue wuch a doe afterwards ro des: 

acc it, and raize it out, and wedo not remem « 
ber that ocalus tuus depredaius oft antmam, Thy cic 
hath ſpoyled thy foule, and death hath entred 
by the windowe, For defires proceede hiſt from 
the light, and theſe ate they which infuſe dea-» 
dly infection into the ſoule, Hiswordes were 
ſo chaſt, that when he was to reproue impuri- 
tie, he had that particuler grace of God to cx*+ 
preſſe himſclfe ſ@ modeſtly,and powerfully that 
he moued thoſe which were farr drenched in 
laſciuiouſnes, and lewdnes, to a butter remorſe, 
with sheddinge many teares, His face was a 
glalle of grauitic, and allwaics repreſented 
modeſtic,and gracefull honeſtic. All laughture, 

& affected geſtures of curious wordlings, were 

farre row him, LL 
To be bricte, he had all the good qualities, 
which are preſcruatiues of (o precions PRONE. 
It | OT 
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For if ſobriecy proficerh tothis cnd, he was one 
of the moſt ſober of his profellion, corentinge 
himſelfe with: herbes, and pults, or bread; and 
water, Which was his orcinary foode, If labour, 
and rrauaile hejpeth, he abhorred 1dlenes as a 
Deuill, If the roughnes of habitt doth Keepe 
downe the flesh; bis was the moſt rude, that 
could be found. If ſcilence doth contribute ts 
this, he was neuer ſcene to (peake bur-when 
neceſlitie veged him. If occaſions, and places 
of danger are to be auoyded, he was ſo citcum» 
ipe&t ro knowe them well before he aduentu- 
red, that there was no cauſe to feareany fall 
there by, Wherfore makinge benefitr of all the» 
ſe, and rayſinge himſelfe hereby as it were an 
invincible caſtle of defence, he lined allwayes 
in the traightnes of pouertie, which he cheris- 
hed in the deſert of religion, vnder the gard; & 
condutt of afairhfull Paſtour, the Angell Gat» 
dicn, and keeper of his life, 


of his feruour and deaotion. 
THE FOVRTEENTH CHAP. 
| + r70r is nothinge els, bur a prompre, 


and ready will, inflamed wirh a great tous» 
rage to ſerue. God vponall occaſions whereas 
lukewarmnes,or coldnes whichare borne with 
vs, hinder vs'ro followe our ſauiour throughe 
the deſerces :of penaunce; Bur thisis@feruour 
which inciteth vs to. craljzace the Crofleyinor 


by a 
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by a forced , buc voluntary violence. Hereunts 
the delights, and ioies of heauen, ſcruc for cor» 
des ro drawe vs on by a \weere conſtraint. This 
ardout, and burninge affeRion did ſo: Kindle 
this B- Father that it might well be chought, 
that rather ſome deuine ſpirit did worke thole 
holy operations in him, then a humane ſoule, 
which is made dull, and heauic by the burden 
of the flesh which accompanieth it. 

Of fourc and twenric boures, in the day , he 
gaue more then twentic to God in diuerle 
ations of holines, and pietie, reſeruinge but 
three, or foure for the repoſe, and reſtof his 
feeble bodice. An houre repoled he:vpon a poore 
ſtrawe bed,or vpon boordes, trullinge himſclfe 
within his habirt, girt with his corde as in the 
day time: and ſo much the more hard 1t was for 
him ro be ablc ro endure this, becauſe whileſt he 
lived in the world he could nor finde linne fine 
enough, not bed ſoft enough to repole in after 
his worldly occa{ion of buſines. Bur as alittle 
fire encrealeth,as fewell is put to it, & breaketh. 
our after into a dangerous firinge: ſo the exer- 
ciſc of religion being ioyned with his firſt pie- 
tie, did (o augment the fice of his deuorion, 
that all:hough he (ſmothered it as much as he 
could, to conceale ir, and hide it from the cies 
-of men, yet the flame thereof did breake forth 
to the admiration of men, as che ioye thereof 
mounted to the bleſſed Angells in beauen. 

Imagine((ayd he) one time a citic with two 
ports, 


ports, by one which, allthe ciches, anderefure 
of the Citie did paſte foverh, and by which the 
enemies enter in Which Should pur all co fire, 6 
{word, and this1s the gare of ſtonth, and lazi- 
nes, There is another port, by which all the il 
annoyances of the Cirie poe foorth, and: like= 
wife the enemies;by which enter all the celicfe, 
and (uccour of rhe ſame cirie : andthis isthe 
port of deligence and feruour. Whar thers is 
more dereftable roa religious man then ſlouth, 
and lukewarmedulnes? and what is mote ro be 
defired, and fought after then deligence > what 
monſter more'hideous, then'to (ce a religious 
man cold, and negligent, and forgertull of his 
vocation ? which is « thinge odious in che fight 
of God, Anpgells, and men. On the contrary 
tide whar fpeack more admirable, thersro ſee 
areligious m#2, diligent, deuour, ferucnr,and 
ſpiriraal}, which tcioyſech God, Angelk, and 
men. CT. oy 
This bleſſed Father ſaid maffe eucry day, 
w hat buſinesſoeuer he had, With that fec- 
linge of che excellencie of theſe dreadfull mi- 
ſeries, where oar Saviour I x s v Chriſt, 
which died onehe Croffe is offered a newe for, 
var neceſlities, which confideration wrought 
in him an exetaordinary affeQtion to this holy 
feruice,ſo rhat on'day being it} a voyage he Wert 
nine leapues ina morninge, which is 18. miles 
english, to the end to faye tnaffe: which he 
preſently ſayde as ſoone ache arined, not = 
| & 
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ning time to wipe away his (weate, nor wask 
his tece, accordinge to/the cuſtome of the Ca- 
pucins- NING 1 

Another time being at Gaillon with his bro- 
ther the Cardinall,hecame frochence very car» 
ly in the morninge;to:the end he might come to 
Rhouecn, and dyne with the Religious, who 
faſted that day, with bread, and water, becauſe 
ur was the vigile of $, Francis, and the Gardien 
couldi'not perſuade him to take any other refe« 
Rion , after he was come nine leagues faſtinge.- 

Speakinge of Deuotion, he ſaid that a Chri- 
ſtian man, but principally a religious man was 
like to a vinedrefler which had agreed for the 
hire of his crauaile with the maſter of the fa« 
mily, which is God , Andas icshould not: be 
meece for the vinedreſler,in tcade of labouring 
to run alide into agaye medoxye, and there 
ſpend his time in wn klage of gaclandes of the 
{weere flowers ſoshould it be vameere for are- 
Iigious perſon, toiletr any time paſſe without 
endeuoringe (till «6 increaſe his meritts . And 
after this as a water, which breakerh the cauley, 
or damme, which ſtayed ir, he cryeth out citinge 
the words of S, Pecer: Bretheren labour the more 
that yee may make ſare your vocation, and cletion. It is 
not enough co haue begunne well, perſcuere, 
and continue. It is not enough to: haue done 
wellin the yeare-of our nouiceshipps, but we 
myſt continue after our profellion: leeſe no ti- 
me, but reade allwayes, or write;or mediate,or 


nix pray, 


F. "Anzel of Toyeufes. 49 
pray, or praiſe God cither inan AQiue life, of 
contemwplariue, - |. ' 1:9) 
Thole heaucnly fauours, and graces Whic 
he had by holy exrafies and raps, he kept ſo clo» 
ſe, chat no man can writeany cerraine hereof; 
notwitſtanding it-was calic for ſpiritualbmenz 
who hauc the 1udgemenr of dilcerninge It zt0 
gurlle by many outward tignes that he wanted 
them not. For 1t is a thing almoſt impoſhble, 
that he could practiſe prayer, which ſo grear 
holy violence, and continue iro long as he did, 
if after ic God had not ſtrenghthened him-with 
ſorc {upernaturall force: & theextraordinary 
ioye with which he was (cared alittle before his 
death, did euidenily shewe that ir could not 
proceed but from a deuine rapt. From this 
fountaine of Deuotion ſprany/incredible tran- 
quillitie, and repoſe of Spirit. He was allwayes 
vnired with God be didall this cloſely within 
himfelfe, and to God, and had no other will,or 
defre, but Gods, will, and pleaſure, fo that he 
had Gods holy (piritin an extraordinaty meaſa-* 
re: And what doth this ſpirit worke( ſayde he) 
in man? Ir maketh bim truly wiſe, wdicious, 
1Mluminated in the way of God: it maketh him 
full of knowledge, nor ofivaine, and emprie 
knowledge, but with the knowledge of the 
Saints: which is the knowledge of his ſalua- 
tion, It makerh him reſolute, and well aduiſcd 
in alldoubtfull caſes, it makerth him valiaprin 


aduerktics, pious,and deuout cowards God | 
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bis neighovour, fearefull with a filiall,and chaſte 
fearc,in fine 1t maketh him allwayes ſtand vpoa | 
his Gard. 

Loc what it is to haue the ſpirit of our Lord: 
itis to giue full poſſeſſion of himſclfe to God, 
thar the may goucrne, and conduGt him, and 
dwell in him,giuinge him the Keyes of the for- 
trefie, Whatatre theſe keyes? ro be willing, and 
nor willing , to will that which God willeth, 
and noi ro will that, which he willeth not; doe 
ye knowe whartirt is ro haue the ſpirir of God? 
rodo all our actions, and workes with feclinge, 
fernour, znd aRtuall incencion , at che leaſt, vir- 
roalifor thc honor, and louc of God, [f we do 
rake our r<fetion, ro take it for the honor, 
and glory of God.If we (lcepe, if we trauaile, 
if we preach, if we do our officie, or ſay our 
prayers, to {efue God with lone, and feruour, 
T his holy practiſe fo vnited him to God, that he . 
madevſcofall creatures, as a ladder ro mount 

ro the contemplation of the Creator ſo 

- char whatfocuer betided him good, or bad, his 
ſpirit was allwaiesatreſt, cakinge all,as from 
the hand of God, Which cannot come, but from 
the cleare fountaine of a pure ſoule . For (I will 
{peake this for thoſe that are more ſpirituall) 
it is the propertie of a perfirc ſoule; the more 
itſeemerh ro be depriucd of all grace, and for- 
faken of God, and ouerwhelmed in miſeries,fo 
mach the more to vnite ic (elfe ro bim by this 
meanes; knowinge by a certaine light of ſpite, 
rnat 
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thir he graces whichir firſtfelt within it lelfe, ' 
wherewnth it was as it Were wade drunc 
by the'abundance of them, thatthereareT 
re47 and drawen vp to the fountaine of thei '* 
v hich is God, and that theyare there afſuredly, ' 
and berrer confeined thet! when the ſoule did 
raſtof'them;and hereby it receauethmorecoi-' 
rentmentiard comfort to ſce'them in God, then 
int {cife,and vniringeit lelfe with God feeketh 
chem here as in their proper'ſonne. Hereby(T' 
lay) it leeferh all vnworthy things in hoon 6P 
trarsfortnerh it ſclfe into God, as much a#ha» | 
manie frailty can'attanic ro. For as we haue no. 
proprietie of our (elfes, bur-by'our will, when 
wecome ro quit ir,& dtiwen'from vs'we have” 
no other ptoprietie, but thar'which is ON. 

In this ſtate of grace, and infthis ſtate of p 
feRtion, was this good Farther Who fpea 
of religion, ſaid./Spoyle yout felnes, and 
what? Leaue all;5r' is nor enough ro leave {oto's, ” 
what; our goods ; our poſſeſſions) our coubrie. z, 
No, all. Ir 1s 61 ſifficient ro lean Farther, m6- 32 
cher,” brechren-# ſiſters), patEhts; and frinds,'s, 
Ns ; all. It is'yot 'enovght to leaue out 'plet- 3, 
{we., our commodities! out delighrs' ot the';, 
worls; and. of the->flegh , *No% ll «hings. Ml, 
our” evill habits, end 'cuftomts , Ml our ,» 
'enill deſires, all'oat proper” will ;fudgernent,';, 
ſenſe, Knowle capeTberbeoly by 68r vowewhith'}, 
vt <hake ih rebgionowe gineStrtelacs wholy';, 
i&Gdd; eo 4be Chi ili "ua deuine Wateſtieriy'), 
* L wholy, T 


re 
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» wholy, and perficly pollefle vs for bis : ſarhar 
» he dilpoſc of vs, as of a thinge that he holderh 
” in bis handes, and that without any contradis 
» Rion, or celiltance of ours. For as among men, 
” the dominion, and propriecic of any thing 18 
” granſported from ane to another ; ſo by ſalem- 
» nevowes which we make, we tranſhate'ithe Dos 
” minion, and proprictic of our (clues to God, 
»» And as amonge men there are in many \cons* 
” tracts, thinges, left to anather mans Keepinge, 
J» Ee Hiþ cp mutations,and reſtiruuong 
» ſo we mayapply them ro our deedes, what then 
2» 4hallwe calluga Bape lef; to another wans ruſh, 
'” or Keepinge?-ta $, Paulleemeth ro call ir, for as 
"ina pledge or. gage ſome thing is commitrred to 
 » gne-wWhich keepeth it far a certainetime, and 
" afterward reftorerh it: (0, do we depriue; out 
2» (clues far a zime_ of the vic.of our will, and 
3» libertie, and/we commite it to God, who 
» wall render, jt vs. sþundancly in another. life; 
by yer ther is this diftcrenge , that the power, 
and diſpoliyon of the gage, is in him which 
2? gageth ir, byt we have no ſuch power ah 
» ghall i callitthen a donation, becauſe we ref» 
._gpe our (clues freely , and franckly to God? 
.2*/0r a ſale, becauſe we do not giue it freely 
”», without recompence, but hauc an erccnall 
» reward for it?-.or may ic be called s come 
.,/mueation », ar, change, | for. «as much as we 
2 wine. our; ſelyes to God, . be giuerh. alſa 
IR, 


ife t9.75 , and that with great adugn* 
tage, 
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tage » giuinge himſe | 
beinge but mortall creatares, and gininge him» ,, 
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e to vs$ immorcall, ,z 


ſelfe infinite ro vs, which are but finite, him=- 3 
ſelfe molt bleſied , and happy , ro vs wiſcrable, ,, 
and wreched creatures, Finally all chis may be, ,, 
ir may be called, Mage, a donation, a cbange,a _ 
ſale, bur it is more meetre to call ir a reſtitution, ,, 
For we do but render to God thar which is his; ,, 
and ir being both iuſt, and reſonable thata man ,, 
reſtore that which is an others, that whichis ,, 
his maſters, leaſt other wiſe we become theeues ,, 
and robbers, 1 ſay it is more iuſt, and agreable ,, 
to reaſon, to render to God that which is his ,, 
with out Keepinge it one moment, leaſt we ,, 
nicurre the penaltie,not only of thefr,and robe ,, 
bery, but of Sacriledge. Lee cherfore chat which ,, 
is Czlars, be rendred to Cxſar,and that whichis ,, 
Gods to God; And how? let vsrender bodies, ,, 
ſoules, lifes, wills, both for their true efſence, ,, 
and profire to God,to the end that the juſtice, ,, 
& law of leſus-Chriſt be accomplished. He ad*+ ,, 
ded further, that as auntiently there were two ,, 
ſores of Sacrifice. In the one they burnt but one ,, 


| part of rhe ſacrifice,and in theother,the whole ,, 


was burnt, and conſumed. We moſt offer our ,, 
{clues as this ſecond lacrifice, wholie, religned ,, 
tothe will of God, and neither to do , nor (pea- ,, 
ke, not thiuke , nor entercaine in any manner, ,, 
any other thing but pierie, fecuour, zcale, deuoe ,, 
tion, holines of life , whole fruites shalbe ga» ,, 
thered , with greac pleaſure , and contentment ,, 
L 3 iQ 
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» in heauen, without feate of theeues to robb vs 
»» of them, nor any rottennes, to conſume them. 


of the ereat zeale he had tothe 
0! ſcruance of hu rule. 


THE FIFTEENTH CHAPTER. 


Ome will thionke at the firſt viewe, that this 
chaprer rreareth the (ſame, as the former,and 

thar there necdes nor auy diuthon, becauſe ih 
the one, and in the other, we (peake not bur of 
fervour, and Zeale, but in the former chapterT- 
ſpake of thar/Zeale which cuery good Chriſtian 
ought to hue in Keeping gods commands» 

- ments, and allihovgh he 1eemrdico ſpeake _ 
. to Rtligious, yet the poynt which he trearee 
Was common to all faichfull belerners. In this 
Chapter I ſpeake only of his Zeale, as he was 

a religious man, and for as much asit concet» 
neth ihe obſeruation of his yowe. 2 
He had this'holy evſteme not to paſſe any day 
without callinge to mine the promifle which he 
made to God, and ito doinge, he excired him- 
ſelfe ro live (o,' that in the end he might be 
worthie of the reward promiſed inthe perſoh 
of S, Francis, to'all his brerheren. oF 
In the greateſt ſcruple and doubtes which 
were ptopoled, he would no other caſuiſt but 

; hisrule:and (wiſe when he was Provinciall,and 
. vifired all the Conuents making two, or three 
cxhortations (as his leaſure permitted, .and the 
I number 
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number of rhe religious required)in everyone * 
of thew,there was not one of his exhortations,. '* 
which was not founded vpon ſome point of che, * 
rule, or vpon ſome (ubieR, to which he,might. * 
ealily apply it; which he delivered wich (ſuch 
eloquence, and pictie, that ic may be well doub= ., 
ted, whether be could ſpeake ſo wichout parti» + 
culer reuelation. Vpon the very word rule; he. , 
wade foure,or fize ſermons, where in one place 
incitinge his bretheren, by the words of Salo-; 
mon to graue in their hartes the. lawe of God, 
whence our glory, & our ſaluarion proceedethy, 
he vſcd theſe wordes. 

It 1s a ſtrange thing how God will hane vs to,» 
imprint his lawe in our hearts He will bage vs, 1 
to beare it i71 out eares in hearKeninge to it, in, »» 
our hearts in louinge ir, in our mouth inſpea- »» 
kinge of it, in our bandes in obſeruinge at , in ”» 
out cies in beholdinge ir, and inall our ations, »» 
in conforminge, and ſquaringe out lifeco the, »» 
rnle of it, And the reaſon is, thar grace may »? 
adorne our heades, and a chaine of gold our »» 
neckes. That we, may haue, grace, makingerys » 
acyous (for that is the grace adorninge ,our » 

cad )angd that we may trelaure vp meritry. and ” 
this is the chaine which we muſt weare, Finally »» 
for as much as this lawe is a lanterne to guide »» 
vs, a. light ro illuminate vs, eg. way, which dire- »» 
Qethvs,anda life which doch beunifig vs;it cage » 
not be more planiely. expreſſed, And for. this »» 
cauſe we do now heare of it,; and willin I 1 
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| ”” diſcourſe of it, Let vs readeit,and catic jt in our 
"| ”” harts, handes, and rounpes, letr vs (err it before 
| ”" our cies, let vs medicare, & (peake of ir goinge, 
"and comminge, and hauc it as the obiect of our 
gf ſ1ght, and vnderſtandinge. And why, this is a 
”» grace to out heades,and a chaine to our neckes, 
| | » this 1s our guide, our light, out way,and all our 
»rerealure, 
1 As he came once to one of their Contents 
i ſome deuout perſons and fingulerly afteRed to 
| the Captins(asrhive are many in all parts )ſent 
fome thinge exttaordinaty to the Conuent for 
his ſupper when he Was inthe refcory, and 
ſawe his portion better then the portion of 
others, he called for a Salede which he only did 
eatc, after he had trauailed the whole day. The 
FatherGardien movedwith chisexample,ſayd ta 
him. Father,you haue made too great a ivurney 
roday to content your ſclfe with fo ſmall a pit» 
tance. You will not be able to vndergoe, and þ 
endure the labour of the viſit in this manner, 


| | Haue a care of your health,ifnot for your owne 
ſake, yer for the good of others. | am nor (© 
| feruent(ſaid he)bur that I haue troomuch care of 


| this lumpe of flesh, bur I hauc no contentment 
to ſce my felfe better treated then others, we 
| areallbretheren, and we ought equally to patr- 
| ricipate of the almes, which are giuen to v$, 
| This Was the intention of $. Francis ont hol 

Father, and this is the end of our rule, whic 

reachech vs what we owe to God,to our neigh: | 


bor, 


| 


” # 
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bor , and one to the other, I haue ſeene, and 
(poken with many Capucins, who hauc happily 
knowen him and conuerlcd with bim, and they 
have aſſured me, that he was ſo preciſe at 0b- 
ſeruer of his vowe, with fo much perfeRion,& 
declaration of vn(peakeable contentmenr, char 
thoſe which were not moued by his example, 
could nor but be thoughr very vnſenſible, or 
vncapable of moſt ſtrong, and lively inſtru- 
Qions. 
He had no other inſtrution more frequent 

in his mouth then the imitation of 5. Francis & 
S$, lohn Euangelift, gaue noe precept to his dif< 
ciples to accomplish the lawe but thit, My bre- »» 
thren love one another. So the bleſſed Father Angell >» 
knewe no more excellent counſell then this. »» 
My bretheren let y1 remember owr rule. A rule ((ayth vs 
he) is ſo called of rulinge, for all Artiſans leaſt »» 
they may erte inthe workes of their attes, hawe '» 
ſome principall inſtrument of which they make », 
ve, which is called their rule. The rule of Ma- »» 
ſons is their rule, and plummete,of an Arithma-',» 
ticean, numbertof a Geometricean,the rale,and », 
compalle, of a Mulitian, well meaſured accords, » 
of a painter, avd Grauer, lineaments, and pro- »» 
ome So a religious,and Chriſtian man hath », 

isrule, The rule of a Chriſtian is the lawe, arid ,» 
commandements of God of a rcligious man »z 
Gods lawe, and his counſclls. [f Arrifane do not »» 
applic their rule, ro that which they pradtiſe ,, 
they can do nothinge well, ſo Chriſtians, and », 
L 4 religious ,» 
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T ro mentf they do not praCtile accordinge 
» to their cule, chey cannot peitorme that office, 
» which is required of them. Iris written, in the 
» firſt Chapter of the prophet Zacharie, Our Lord 
» (ayth,l] will cerurne ro Jernlalem in mercie, my 
»» houſe shalbe built in 1c, ſatth the Lord of |hoſ; 
» and the plummet line $halbs ſtrerched forth 
»» ypon lerulalem:when js 1r, 1] pray you that Gad 
» returned to his mercie, it not then, when, he 
» called vs our of the world inco religion? and 
»» who can recount the graces, and mercirs he 
1» hath done to vs in this vocation? He then, buale, 
»» and purpolcd to build in vs his houſe which bee 
») fore when we were in the world, was all de- 
»» cayed, and fallen to rniac. Gut ro reedific its 
, »» mecte to [tcerch our the plymmer lyne to. tþe 
21. endthat the edifice be well ftnished, Whats tha 
» plummet? Ic 160ur rule. How mult it be exten* 
»» ded in meaſuringe, aud !quaringe oar actions 
2”, by it, thatrhey may be coitor nable to 11, T hen | 
» Shall che citie abound with heaucnly grace,rehi- | 
3» $jous With diuine foauvurs, ard all sh :lbe can + 
» forted, and the holy Caurch edyicd, and reſto» 
»red. 

Heproſecuted the ſame Similicude of Teru- 
{alem , and religion applying that which 1s (a'd 
in the 2 of the Apocalips, and in the forgie 
chapter of Ezckiel. thatan Angell was (cepe 
to meaſure the holy city, the walls, the ports, 
the breadth, the, length, the hight, and all parts, 
and afcer he had recited this he ſaich , What 

f meaneth 
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meanech this/ T his AngellisI xs vs Chriſt the ,, 
Angell of the great counlell, or well might it ,, 
be the holy Father SS, Francis who 1s called an ,, 
Angell fortuc puritie of his life, and we are the ,, 
cuicotleruſaicm. The reede of gold to meas ,, 
{uic 1s 0ur rule, which is of gold by realon of ,, 
the great perteQton of ity and with this the ci: ,, 
tie1s mcalured within and Without, Within 18 ,, 
the incention , the end of our aft-<ttion, and ,, 
delires, without are our Woikes, and wordes; ,, 
It mealurerh che largnes how muchcharitie we ,, 
hauc towards God, and our neighbor, the ,, 
lI-nygth 1s meaſured in (ecing how long our hope ,, 
15, and how profound our charirie 18, It beho- ,, 
ucihro mea{urc our (clues with this plummert, ,, 
whiles we live, for art the houre of our death, ,, 
weshalbe meaſured by our Sauiour, and.our”;, 
holy Father $, Frauncis, and not being found', 


to an{wer the mealuce, it will befaid to'vs. Ap”, 


pen, e544n ſfarera , 5 muciitw es mins habens, T how ,, 
att weighed in the balance, and thon waſlt,, 
found too «light, | TOY 
Duringe his violent and laſt icknes ar Riyot 
where he died , the Phiſifians of 1he Duke of 
Sauoy , who aff Red him ;,.compelled himto' 


, permitt his habit ro be lite before, becaule 


otherwile rhey could not annointe his badic as 


they would, (uppoling that be had the purples.* 


His obcgdience cauled bim to. yeeld to their re- 
queſt; but afzcrward drawinge onto, his end, be 


. prayed then juſtantly ,. that his habire might;þe 


owed 
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ſowed, and ſtirche vp 2gaine becauſe ((ayth he) 
S. Franncis habite was not open: and Idefire 
as mnch as I may to keepe my (elfe within the 
bands of the rule , which he hath giuen co vs. [e 
was replied to him apaine , that he neede not 
haue any (cruplein lo ſmall a matter ,for in ex 
rreeme necelſlitie ther is nothinge which doth 
oblige. Goe ro (faith he) rhis 15 not the forme 
asS{ delice, and was fo carneſt thar they were 
Forced to obey him, He did nor only make pro+ 
fir of his rule, ro (quare all his attons, bur vſed 
it for moſt ſtrong end well ſteeled wearonsin 
combaringe againſt corporall, and (piricuall 
enemies, what confidence he had in it it may 
appeare farther by his owne wordes, 
O ye (faith he) who haue profeſſed a reli- 
" gions life, and call your ſelues Minors ; knowe 
* yerthat you profeſſe your (clues (oldiers to fight 
' againſt great enemies, the world, the flesh, and 
" the Deuill, For ye ought to deſire the lawes, 
'* and ordinances of your great captaine, and 
'? wreld manfally thoſe weapons which he harh 
'? lefe vs; obedience, pouertie, chaſtitie, The De- 
® gilt is foiled by obedience, the world by pouet- 
”* ie, che lesh whith Chaſtitie. Pride, and arro- 
”"prnceis (ubdued by obedience, coueroaſnes by 
®” potertie, and' Irzury by chaſtitie, And briefly 
” þytheſe ſtracegerns , and with theſe weapons, 
» wetrample vnder our fcete all the Squadrons of 
” hell O holy and bleſſed criple number fo plen- 
” finge ro God. In this ts the beginninge, the _— 
3D (N 
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dle, and the end, and conſequently all things, in 
z bodie ther is achreefole d1menſion,in the ſou- »» 
le chere are qhree facultics, among the Angells »? 
three Hierarchies and quires, & in vertves three , 
theologicall, what more is tobe added? In God 
| himſelfecher isa Triniticof perſons in on eſs&ce ,, 
| the Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, and one God,,, 
If we will awplifteic more, | shall nor (peake ,, 
impertinently, if I Should fay theſe three vowes ,, 
arethe three branches, wich (pring our of the ,, 
vine of Geneſis, that triple bone which is ſo- ,, 
hardly broken, the three Calues which Elcana ,, 
offcred ro God, the thre Chalices of the holy ,\ 
alrar,the way ofthe three dayes in the deſert,the | 
three dayes wherein the troopes had patience | 
with our Sauiour, the three meaſures of meale, | 
which rayſed all rhe paſte, the three preſents | 
which the magi did offer, gold, mirrhe, and _ 
frankincenſe, the three gares of the heauenly | 
Hieruſalem, But more pertinencly shall I ſpeake po 
to our purpoſe, if I shall ſay, that theſe ate the 
three peeces of gold which our Lord gaue S. 
Francis, which he offered ro him, w hichare the |, 
three weapons of the ſouldiar of I ssvs-Chnſt | 
in this ſpirituall battaile;, and thoſe that God 
doth require of all. I would recite the hiſtory 
2s itis in the Chronicles of this order. But þe- 
cauſe the Father Angell makes a short abridge- 
ment of ir | had rather expreCe itin his wordes. 
Remember ye{ſayth he)rbar our boly Father 
S. Francis beinge once in che mount of Allur= 
ru, 
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Allucus, and in viconed with a great light, and 
| ſplendour, his Companion brother Leo, heard 
theſe wordes ofrenrepreated., What att thon © 
my(weete Lord,& what am [thy moſt vile ſer- 
nanr? ſtrercching foorth his handes thrife while 
this light shind , Wherfore beinge encreated of 
Brother Leo to explicat this miltery, the holy 
; Father anſwered him, When [ {pake thelc wore 
des, Whatattthou o Lord, and what am 1,there. 
was imparted :0 mea cleere ]ighr of the great- 
nes of Gnds mateſtie, and of myne owne no- 
ching. Therforc | ſayd. O my Lord, what art 
thou? loucraingly wile, mighty, good who 
* vouchlafclt ro vibe me witn fo! much charity, 
me a poore, and vile worme, yea an aby{me of 


miſcries, The miſtcry afterward of firerching 

our my haud three times 1s chis, My Lord Iasvs 

'« Chriſt tpeakinge (weetely to me (avd, Francis 

Piuc melome thinge. And | (ayd ro him, 9 Lord 

chou knoweſt that I am allghine, & that 1 haug 
bl 

no other thing but this which | weare, on 


my Ire! this Cord with which Iam girt, 


and thelc fpings allo are none of mine. what 
thn can [| give ro thee? Then our Lord (ayd ta 
him, Fiancis put thy hand into thy boſome,and 
offer me what thou $halc finde there, rhen he 
pur his hand into his boſowe, found a faire 
peece of pold, and being aſtonished att this he 
offeredittoTesvs Chiſt. Aﬀeer alittle reſpir 
our Lord (pake (o againe to him, and he reply» 
<d I have 'nothinge, neither will haue any 

| thing 
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thing. For | hauc deſpiſed gold, filuer', and all 
earthly thinges for rhe loue of thee. Our Lord 
bad him yet put his hand, in hisbeſome, and he 
found a faire flart piece of gold, and offered it 
alſo ro him. He did fo the third time in bke 
manner , What 1s' meant by this? .onr Lord 
would fignthe by thele three pieces, the three 
wowes, and the obleruance of them, which is 
ſo acceptable ro him, ro witr obedience, po- 
aeriie, Chaſtine. This is monie; not of catth or 
of iron, but of gold , becauſe it is precious mo- 
ny : Found in our boſome, rhar is in our free 
will, becauſeif our vowes were not voluntary, 
they should not be plealing ro God: bur the 
mony which Gol purte:hin our bolome, be- 
caule 1t was he which inſpirech vs tooffer them 
to him, and giueth vs grace to obſerue them, 
O moſt precious mony,, which is {ufficienrro 
buy heagen , and moſt lrong weapons to fight 
2painſt our enemies, ro ſubdue them. 

So well knewe he by his prudence, to reape 
double profitt out of oneaQtion For on the one 
ide, the promiſe which he had 'madero God 
ſerued him as a goade ro incite him, to oucrcos 
me allmanner of difficultics which might hin- 
der the flesh,or the ſpirit: and on the other fide! 
knowinge that all this proceeded From a fingu- 
lergrace of God towards him , he tooke occa- 
hon ro hible himſelfe by the knowledge of bis 
owne infirmitie, and ſo proſtrated himſe]f\be 


fore bitn, as vilc , and abic , in a” 
PENA 1s 


his Ginguler loue , and with a moſt holie paſſio+ 
natcaftc@ion , rendred Nin Thane ſp ings 
that be could poſlibly conceauc in his hart, 
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Of bis Charitie. 
THE SIXTEENTH CHAPTER, 


He fire of ardent Charitie did ſo conſume 
the hart of this bleſſed Father, that he wits 
neſſed by his aRions that he was rather of an 
Angelicall, then humaine nature. His bodie 
kepr him downeto the earth, as the matter of ' 
firedoth (uppreſſe ic in part , but his affetions 
did ſoare vp co heaucn, as aflamejoffice, doth 
eo the proper Sphere , His vertues shined fare 
more by the cooperation of Charitic, for Cha» 
ritie was the ſeed of them , Charitie did nourish - 
them, chacitic as the'vica)l ſpirit, did giue thery 
motion and life. | 
To ſpeake of his Charitie towards God, it ap» 
eced that he was vaiced to this devine obie@ 
in ſo ſtraight bondes, that being wholy dead im 
his owne defires, he ſquared all his ations ac» 
carding to the ſole will of God, which isthe. 
only avd vimoſt point which maketh mens 
es deuine, and icansformed into God; He 
thought, meditated}, ſpake, nor williogly beard 
any other ſpeech!, but of God. So thar'the c6fh» 
deration of the loue of God, which he manife» 
Red ro his creatures incloachinge himlelfe with» 
their fraikie, ro reſtore them the Mn ' 
w 
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wv hich they had loſt by their owne finnes, rauis+ 
hed his ſpirie , awd made him groanerabe with 
in his opened fide, that he might ſucke from- 
thence the m)lk of grace, afier which be pro+ 
felled bimſclie ro panice and fainte, as chough 
he were but a ſtarucling for want of this foode, 
T hc preife, and dolours which his maſter had- 
endured for his ſake, were (o deepely imprinted 
in his ſoule , rhar in the greatctt fuffcringess 
where the moſt perfirt would haue sbewed 
theazſelfes to be nbble, he had all waicsaſe- 
ren, and (milinge countenance, Which (er- 
uinge for an example to ſome, and an obiet 
of admiratiov to others, was an infalliable 
argytpent of his inward contentment , ,and 
the figne of 'the firaight vnion of his ſoule ' 
with God. This vnion did ſo accupie bis ſoule 
in ſupcroaturall thinges, that it cauſed him, co. . 
forgett that feelinge which be did owe t6 the _ 
paturall man. Info much, that ic was, the opt- 
nion of many that kewe him well, that withoue 
(peciall grace, he bad neuer tben able tg, ſubliſb 
among the thornes of ſo. many, auſterities, and: 
«ant, Yan3 084 For it is incredible what lictle 
luſtenance he gaue to his bodie, and how lizle 
reſt he tooke, yer did heappeere in better plight 
for his health, chen when he lined inthe world, 
amidſt all; the delicacies which; men. of his 


rancke hause art cheir will. How often was he to 


de ſeen inthe open countrey travayling , apd 
eaduting all ſorc of bad weathers gy = 
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ltggs have' ben fo ſcorched, and chopped with: 
cold, tbat he hath ben ready to Iy downe ny 

. heapes vf Snowe, and yet then would he refuſe” 
fo 'belpe himſelfe with rakingr houſe, or ary: 

- other commoditie which was offered to him;& 
w hich ke mighr have accepted, ſeinge that the? 
role of his religion did permart irin calc of vr-) 
pert necelline? | | 1 

He was a great enemy of (c]fe love ſo that he} 
eſteemed pood aftions(in h w in whom where: 
there Was ſelfe louc) as a rrec without leaves, 
without flowers, ot fit, and mdeed a barren 
and vnfcuitfull plane: and ihat which is more, he 
thought him vnworthy ro be reputed a man, 

»» Tris rrne (faith he) that a mart in all ſorr of na» 

» ratall'and deuine lawes, is nor hisowne wang 

»» bur Gods ſeruant, his lands, his poſſeſſions, afd 

» all tHht'he hath, thefore as fuch a ohe hee® 

» ought to ſubmirr himſelfe in all grear,and (mall 

2» things to his will, ard accordinge to'ir, gourt» 

»» ne, and rule himfelfe, all his hfe'; and all big: 

-» ations; ſo that he c5not firre one foote, or oe 

»» finger withour his will, for as s horſe is wholy 

»» maps, ſo man is wholic Gods: whence it folls+ 

» weth that as the horſc is eſteemcd' to be good, 

2 Which doth norhinge of his owne proper m#* } 

y tion, but moucth, and ftirreth as be 1s driven;6r 

»» fpurred by bis maſter who js vpon tim , & g6-. 

33 nernech him, Toe man doth the'6fliceof a man 

»» When his will, ard 'al] his workes'fcrue only 

v God, und acc direted to hun'y? And colfivett 
"3 Ww11e 
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wiſe when hauinge forgotten God, andferuinge ,, ' 
himſelfe, referringe his workes to kimlelte, and ,, 
his proper will , taileth in his entrie , then doth ,, 
he become as a horle winching againſt his maſter, 
Vir vanis in ſuperbiam erigutur, & tanquam pullum 
agri, (eliberum natum putat. That is to lay. A vaine 
man dorh not conſider his beginninge, and his 
end, for which he was created of God, butis lif- 
red vp 1ato fooliſh pride , and thinketh that he1s 
borne free, asa young colt of a wilde afle,and by 
this meanes will liue after his owne faſhion, and 
according to his owne will, will do what he li- 
liech, and chooſe that kind of lite which is plea- 
{11g to his fancie, and [o go on accordmg to his 
owne capricious humor, & nottake knowledge, 
what is the will and cireion of God, who is his 
S011craigne maſter, Rut in the end he will deceaue 
himlelfe: for $. Gregory laith vpon thisplace ; Ir 
Is neceſ{+ry that man in all his mouinges be bound 
vager the difpolinge of God, whole leruant he1s, 
whereas he hath nor, nor can not have any iuriſ- 
oftion or ation in his owne handes, and that tor 
many realons, | 

The frit is, by reaſonof the eminency of des 
une nature, and tor as much as one thing 1s more 
exceilent then an other, ſo much it 1s | KW 
tO 1t, and the other mult yeeld as interiour , The 
lecondis, by reaton of the right ot creation, for 
he that cnaketh an otherthing , 1s to be ablolute 
malter of it, and hath rightro difpole ot it , as he 
{ball thinke beſt, The third is taken from the laſt 


M F cad, 
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« end, For when a thing is made for an other, it 
«« oughrto be naturally tubie roit:man is made for 
« God, and therfore oughe rv be his ſubie& and 
« yaſſall. The fourth is, in conſideration of the com» 
«« mandement and precept, becauſe God requireth 
«this [ubieftion of vs,nort only out of feare , but 
ec |oue, The fifth is,for as much as it is manifeſt that 
« he which hath bought a thing, and paied the priſe 
« of it, he 1s made maſter and patron rherof; but 
« our Sauiour hath bought vs with the price of his 
« bloud, and therfore hath right ro command vh 
« The fixthis, for the recompenct lake which is its 
« finite, by the meanes whereof we attaine, to pok 
« ſeſle God himlelfe, And lalily there isa (tri obl 
« pation, of a {orne contrat by which we ate 
& wholy deuoted, and dedicated to God in hol 
 Baprilme , when we promiled to renounce St 
« than, and all his pompes. Since then man is Gods 
«« ſeryanr, tyed by lo many knotts , why ſhould 
« notcry and lay with Dawg. O Lord behold I am 
«© wholychanged, I amas abeaſt, but a reaſonable 
« beaſt which obeyeth his maſter in all thinges; ſo 
« do [refigne my lelfein all thinges, and in allplas 
e« ces to thee, Which art my God, condu@ met 
« thy will, and gouerne me, for will alwayes fob 
« Jowe thee, as an obedient leruanr. 
This holy cogircation cauſed him, before hev 
dertookeany thing, ro ex1minet this ſerpent © 
propre will, did not lecretly putt in her po [ 
by any vaine deſire, or particuler intereſt, thouſp 
couered with the cloake of vertue , and ſanann 


' 
. 


F. Angel of 1 ojenſe- 178 
and if he diddiſcouerit, his body payed the for- 
feiture of it, bya rude mortification , before the 
ſpiric did putin execution, that which God requi- 
red of him for his glory..Soe in all his ations he 
had his hart eleuated ro God by loue, & affeion, 
and being conſumed Within the flame of lo holy 
a fre, he incited othars to the ſame ats. For this 
1s 2 meane to knowe true charitie, if it hath God 
forthe laſt end, and marke thatic aimeth atin all 
occaſions preſented; 

Hence it happened, that once in giuinge a leſ- 
ſon to his bretheren, he made our Lord to ſpeake 
in {luch manner, that it waseakily to judge his hart 
was glowing hott with this holy hre of charitie, 
take pleaſureto ſee the body morrihed, and kept ,, 
downe, but I would haue the ſpiric allo exerct- ,, 
led, I require the hart aboue all thinges . Fils ,, 
pre14 mibi cor tuum; Son giue me thy hart, Iknock ,, 
act the pate of thy hart daylie, En #0 ad oftium, & ,, 
pulſo, I itand at the gate, and knock. It I require ,, 
any thing, it is the heart. Deus intuetur cor, God ,, 
beholdech the heart, If I teach any thing, 1tisthe ,, 
heart, Scrncarur corda, & Tenes, He fearcherth the ” 
hearts and the reines . If I proue, and examine ,, 
anie thing, it is the heart, Probaſts cor meum & Vi- ,, 
ſfitait; noite, Thou haſt proued my hart, ;and vift- ,. 
edit in the night, If I ſeeke to ſpeake to man, fin- ,, 
glely, and alone, it is by the heart. Ducam eum i , 
ſoltudine, & ib1 loquar 4d cor 6185, 1 will leade him : 
into the wildernes , and ſpeake vnto his hearr. x 


And if1 defixe co change any thinge in man, itis * 
. Ma , " his ® 
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c his heart, and ro make ir, of a hard hearr, tender 


c« and ſofr. Auferam a vobis cor lapideum, & dabo vobis' 


e cor carneum . | will take from you a ſtonny heatt, 


« and will giue youa fleſhy heart, In hne, if Iſeeke | 


&« the converſion, andlouegf man, I would have 
«it with the heart. Convertimins ad me in toto corde 
yeſtro, Turne ye to me, withall your heart, By his 
wordes we may ludge of his exceſſive charirie, 
tor it 15 as hard to {uppreſle [ach charitie without 
{hewing it teife, as it is ro keepe fire ſmorhered 
vnder a little a{hes, 
Out of this charity towards God, ſprings the 
other towards his neighbor : for theſe two are 


filters which never part one from the dther, orta 


ſpcake morz properlie, they make but the one, 
and the lame vertue, which tendeth to one obieQ, 
which is God, by two waies; by one directly, and 
in the other by refleCtion vpon his image engra- 
ten wi:hinthe foule of man, 

All manner of crauaile was eaſy to him, when 
hetooke in hand any worke of pierie, he forſooke 
willingly his meate to giue contentment to them, 
who came to leeke of him any conſolation fot 
their foule . He hada naturall lweetnes , which 
drew [1nners with lo great violence to difcouer to 


him their molt ſecrett ,vicers, that in on day IB; 


healed more of ſuck woundes by his exhort& 
tions and inſtrutions,then many could doin m& 


nie yeares, ſuch particulergrace had he giuen him} 


f.om God, direQing all wholy to his glory . Bt 
s aid, bythe frute, the tree is knovyen, and lo tres 


cha 


- 
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charitie by. workes and effetes, not by ſpeech, 
nor by external appeerance: Bretheren ler vs loue, 
notin word, nor tongue, butin worke,and truth, 
Bur what are the markes and effets ? there are 
two principall . The hrſt 15, 1t, we do keepe our , 
{clues from gininge any olfence , or doing any ill 
to 0urneighbour. The lecond1s, if we torce our 
{cluesto do all the good we can. S:Paul laith firſt, 
chatitie worketh no ill, and nextis benigne, and 
g00G: By the hiſt we are bound ro beare no hate, 
or malice towards our neighbour , not to iudge 
il of him, not to murmur, or derraQt from his 
fame: not to iniury , calumniat him, or do him 
any harme: By the ſecond we are bound to loue 
him, to 1udge well of him, to helpe himin his ne- 
ceſhties, to viſit , and ſerue himif he befick, to 
pardon himif he hath offended vs, tocorre him , 
with charitie, if he hath committed any finne. 
Theſe aretheſignes, the effects, and the yyorkes 
ot a true, and brotherly charite. 

He viſited the fick in an extraordinarie feruour, 
comforted them in their greateſt dolours in that 
manner,that many which apprehended death as a 
cruelllyones, before they lee her, did willingly, 
and valianthe enter into the liſtes, and ſhewed 
no apprehenſion of this laſt combar.For he made 
this paſlage ſo happy for them in regard of the 
future re{t, and the auoyCinge of the milgries of 
this world, 
| Ayearc before this bleſſed Father died: Mon» 
leigneur the Duke of Montpelier his fon 1n lawe, 
M 3 payd 
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payd his tribute ro nature,in the floure of his ape, 
being bur of the age of thirrie fine yeare. He was 
a moſt noble Prince; 8& of moſt ſinguler pierie: he 


 neuer forſooke him duringe al his ſicknes, perfor- 


ming diligenclie this laſt office of charirie, and 
exhorting him to dyawell, as he had allways ſtir- 
red him vp to good life before, I doubr not but 
that he had a particuler obligation to lerue him, . 
in a bulines of lo great importance, where he was 
ro be in danger ot gayninge, or loohinge heauen, 
For it 1s true that he was the more moued by a 
fatherlte chiritie,and rherfore hauing purpoled to 
go to Rometo the generall chapter (he being ar 
this time Prouinciall of the Prouince of Paris) he 
was ſtayed by the Kinge, and by his brother the 
Cardinall Ioyeule, Proteour of their order, who": 
would hane him deferre his voyage, for toper- 
forme this laſt dutie, which he did with an incre- 
dible fatherlie affeQon, as he had doneto manie 
others, Notwithſtanding atr this veri? rime, he 
preached in manie of che principall churches of 
Parts,as he was inuited by vertnous perions, who 
knewethe fruit which was rendred an hundred 
told by the leed of his dodrine, 

As he paſfed ordinarilie by villages, he cauſed 
the people to be aflembled rogether, he catechiled® 
them, and made exhortations to them ſhort, of 
long, as his leylure permitted him, ſaying often 
to his companion, that he rooke great content- 
ment iqthis , For he was of opinion thatit wasa 
verye trunttull worke , to inſtru poore foules, 
Which olicnd more our of ignoxauce , then ma» 
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lice, And he ſayd, that he had more devotion to 
this, then to preach in the beſt pulpict of greatci- 
ties , becauſe there were neuer wantinge many 
good preachers (thankes be ro God)and here they 
had {carce one ina whole yeare., 

That it may further appeere by his diſcourſe, 
how he burnt with charitie, He ſayd once: W hat 
thing can be more ſweete then brotherly chart- 
tie? which if it were in the world,this ſhould nor 
be a world, butheauenir lelfe, we ſhould nor 
be longer men, but Angels, yea we ſhould be Se- 
raphins, Imagine I pray you, a cite wherin the ,, 
lawe of loue and charitic is perfhttly oblerued, ,, 
W here children do in all thinges obay their pa- ,, 
rents, and parents take great care of their childre, ,, 
where man , and wite keepe inmolatelie their ,, 
troth plighted one to the other, where bretheren ,, 
live in peace, where Princes,ana {uperiours come ,, 
mand in charitie, and ſfubie&s obey in humilitie, ,, 
where there is not one perſon found, which bear» ,, 
reth anie hate , or ma. ice toward: one another, ,, 
bur all loue one another as themlclues , When ,, 
one {hould be ficke, all would run co lerue him, ,, 
When one is poore, all would ſuccour, andxelieue ,, 
him, when he is {ad and heauie all would comfort ,, 
him, where there were noe word of anger,of de- ,, 
rratio,of il ſpeech, where there wereno theft, or ,, 
detractio, where there were no dildaine,enmicie, ;, 
contentions, or ditcorde, but a perhrtt peace and ,, 
concorde,what would you lay of fucha arie , if ,, 
here were anie luch in che world? would you not ,, 
M 4. elteeme 
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{© eſteeme it moſt happy? would you nor call ita Pa= 
« radile on earth? would not euverie one {ecke to re- 
e« paire thether, and to dwell therein 2 Such was 
ec the compani2 of Chriſtians in the Primitive 
e« Church, whenall their goods were in common, 

«< when they fould their profeſſions, and laid the 
© priſe ot them at the Apoltles feete. And for as 
&« much as by humane trailae, this holy citie of loue, 
£ and peace failed to the body of the Church, " 
« repairing of it, religious men haue entered , 

© maintaine, an: d conlirue the image of this Socie. 

© tie, where All had not bur one hart, and one loule, 
* andlouedone another hartily : Þ tnat (my bre- 
<« theren) we ought toconſider well our obligation, 
© Jet vs while we call one another bretheren, haue 
« the one and the tame Father le\us Chritt, and our 
« Father S.Francis,lett vs haue the one, & the ſame 
© mother, the Church and religion, hauinge all the 
< ſame rule, Charitic hath brought vs to this, and 
© charitie mainteyneth vs1n this itare: charitie gorh 
© bind vs with an indifloluble band, which being 
e& taken aivay all good is Joſt, and the toundation of 
« ourreligion cannot ſtand. This is the tie, which 
« muſt continually burne vpon the altar ot our 
« hearts « Ignis ſemper ardebit in altar; meo. This 1s 
« the buriinge gold, which mult make vs rich, 
« Suadeo tibs emere aurum ignitum. Embrace this cha- 
« ricie aboueall thinges. Ante omni muruam in vabis 
« pmetipſis charitatem continuam habentes , Note this, 

« ante omnia, that is, betorea!ll thinges, It we mult 
« tutter dommage: navy other thinge, it ſhould nor | 


be 1n 
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be in charitie , Ifany other vertue be loſtlet nor 
charitie be loſt, tor this being loſt, all isloſt, If we 
correQ, it we reproue, it wechaſtice, it we giue 
any pennance, lect be 1n charity , Love, and do 
wha: thou wilr, layth S., Auguſtine, All woundes 


in the body are dangerous , but a wound in the , 


heart is mortall, becaute1t 1s in the hearc which is 
the beginninge of litez Soc euery mayme, and de- 
fect of vertue 18 euill, but the want , and defect 
of this vertue of charitie, 1s molt pernicious, for 
as much as the toundauon of {pinituall lite con- 
Gilterh 1n 1t. 


of his Prudence_? . 


THE SEVENTEENTH CHAP, 


T His vertue beinge the cule,and meaſure of al 
that which other vertues do ſhewe foorth, 
made this blefled Father admirable in all his life, 
and in all his converſation , In his render age he 
ewed himlelte ro be old in iudgement, in the 
court his counlells were allways held molt reli- 
gious, and in religion, his counlels were eſteemed 
oracles, In both eſtates , he comported himtelte 
with thar dilcretion, that thoſe that were moſt 
apt to centure others , could neuer take hold of 
him. He was in no fort enuied, and maligned of 
0: hers,noe not inthe Court, where this venime 
1s !ocomon that thereare tewe that can eſcapeir, 


”» 
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there are many who live in the world who are 
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very charitable , and will not charge their conf- 
cience with che leait ſcruple of that which 1s eu}, 
but very tewe of thele are lo prudent, that they 
can dilcreetly, and happily dire& others, ſet them 
1 thole good wayes , which they themlelues 
creade, and this is belonging to prudence, which 
18 malt neceſ[aric afrer charity. For this 1s it which 
iaſtructeth others, what is to be done, what waye 
18 ro betaken, when alſo we areto take our time 
todo it,and what is to be auoided 1n vertuous ac- 
tions . This is it which teacherh vs to haue the 
lame countenance, and the lame afteftion , both 
in proſperity and in aduerſity, as the hand 1s the 
lame, whether the hngers be open or they be clo- 
ted rogether. This is it which cocurreth {til with 
ecuth, not with amitie, which for-ſ(eeing thinges 
rocome, dilpoleth toe of things prelent , that 
being palt, chey leaue not behinde themthe ſtinge 
of repentance. Briefly this is ic which this bleſſed 
Father pollcſled in that eminent degree, that it he 
made no great benehtt tor his owne particuler, 
yet was he made hereby a man molt teruceable _ 
toc the profitt, and aduantage ot others. b 
We have allreadie oblerued manye of his 
wile aſtiong, and Gingulaly in that particuler 
peace, accompanied with a generall , which he 
efieed torthe good of his countrey , when he 
went forth of his religion, After his returne to his 
religion, his brethrenadmiring his great prudece, 
Impoled all kind of charges vpon him: he was 
Guardici in their priacipall conuents , and two 
yeares 


' 
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yeares after he reſumed the habitt, he was made 
Gardien of this conuent of Paris, and afterward 
Definitonr, after that Proumcaall, and then gene= 
rall Definitour. In all which he caryed himfelfeſa 
prudentlie,that if he had lived till the Generall 
chapter followinge , he might haue mericed the 


charge of the Generall of the whole order, 


This prudent managinge of affaires, was not 
only for the good of hisowne order, but for the 
benefitr of other religious men, beinge moſt dex- 
trous to advile others for the way of perfetion, 
and often ſnewinge them ways to ridd themfel- 
ues out of great difficulties, whence they thoughr 
ic impoſſibletorile out, Hereupon many did of» 
ren viſit him, and approuing his reaſons, they 
made vſe of his counlellin their buſines of grea- 


teſt 1mportance, 


The fame of his prudence was ſuch, that it 
came to the eares of the Popes holines, and after-, 
ward lcing more with his owne eies whileſt he 
was at Rome at the generall Chapter in the fa- 
therly care he had of the publicke good, he! pur= 
poſed to haue made him, an affociate to thecon- 
gregation deputed to conlult concerninge regyler 
atfaires, and to prouide for the neceſſities, and 
mainraininge of religious, eltzeming him a man 
lingularly well conuerlantin ſuch cauſes. Bur he 
was Ciuerted from this purpole by Monſeigneur 
CarCinall de Guiry and by other noble perlons 
of Fraunce, who informed him that the Kinge of 
France wouldnot take well his ablence from his 


king- 
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kingdome, and belides he was not like] y to accept 
of any tuch honorable charge, hauinge giuen the 
dehe toall worldly honors, vnles his holines did 
laie vpon him an abſolute commandemenr, 
inthe yeare 1608. Duringe the interdi of the 
common wealth of Venice, many orders forlooke 
the citie.co auoid the violence of thetime . This 
B. Father beinge aduertited that thole of his or- 
der all» were gone foort, hhe touke his journey 
tO palle by Venice, where he was entertained with 
great rel/2e& of the Duke, with whom he treated 
thele affaires for lome tewe daies lo prudently, 
thathe made a reconciliation tor his order, and 
brought them into the Dukes good grace, not 
without admiration of the whole comon wealth, 
and particularly the Duke, who bleſſed God thar 
he had ſent his Angell of peace, toreeſtabliſh rhe 
affetion of the Senat towards that order. 

One of the perfeions in which he did moſt 
excell, was the power to reunite thole that were 
deuided, and fallen out by occaſion of any quat- 
rell; Infomuch that many noble perlons made 
him in ſuch cales cheir ympire, .to compole their 
difterences, hauinge an extraordinary great opt- 
nion of his prudence, ioyned with great charity, 

Some ot his bretheren asked him one time;Fa- 
ther whence commeth it to paſle, that lo many 
labour to attain? to perteQion, and lo tewe arriue 
roit?welee daily lo many deuout peoplecommu- 
nicat often, to pray much, and exercite much 


moruafication, and yet afcer many yeares lo ſpent, 
dig 
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#e little, or nothinge the better, at theleaſt rhey 
ſhewe their imperfeQions vpon the leaſt occa- 
ſons. The reaſon is (ſaith he) that they be nor 
prudent, in the rearing of this ſpirituall building; 
For they truſtinge to much to their owne 1oge- 
ment, they deſpiſeall ſort of counlell , they be- 
vinne with the roofe, inſteed of laying well, a 
{ure foundation, and would open an entrance for 
vertues, before they haue made a place tor them 
in their ſoules, 
This anſwer is ſhort, but ſubſtantiall,and wor- 
thy of due conſideration, To make 1t more cleer 
| wil relate heere, what helpake once concerning 
the lame lubieR, To come to perteQion as farr as ,, 
we can atraine , he ſayd that Chriſtian prudence ,, 
did teach vs, that we muſt obſerue three thingesy, 
n their due and right order, The firſt 1s to purge, ,z 
and cleanſe our {clues from finne, The fecond'1s ,, 
ro deſpiſe,and to tread vnder our feeteall earthiy,, 
thinges, The thirdis by the meanesot vertue tO ,, 
alpire to heauenly things 3 Which three thinges ,, 
were exprefled by the holy Ghoſt mn the tweltt ,, 
of the Revelation, when S. Tohn ſawa great tigne ,z 
111 heauen, to witt a woman clothed with the ,, 
{u:nne,hauing the moone vneer her teere, and ol ,» 
her head a Crowne of 12,ftarts, We may lay that o 
this woman doth repreſent the B. Virgin, or 1s the ,2 
Church: but atr this time I may ſay this woman, ,» 
is the image of a juſt ſoule , and eſpecially of 2 ,, 
g00d religious, which ovghr fiſt ro be clad with ,, 
the ſunne,thatis with Ieſys Chriſt, by his grace, & ,, 
4 9 
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« to ſhine within, and withour by charity,and gaod 
& example. To tollowe Ieſus Chriſt,to be humble, 
© patient, mecke, as hewas: this1s to beclothed 
& yyith the Sun , evenas he which purteth on the 
&© roabe of a Kinge,leemeth outwardly to be a king. 
& The fecond thinge which this woman had was 
© the moone, vnder her teere, by the moone which 
©< js variable, and detetuous, and nener continueth 
& in the lame {tare, all worldly things are implied, 
& as honor, plealure,riches, vanities, which a good 
& Chriſtia, elpecially a good religious ought to gdeſ- 
f« pile, andelteceme them as vile,and tading as they 
*©* are, but {be had on her head ſtarrs, which are the 


* third thing. All heauenly things are theſe ſtarres, . 


* yertuc,ſpirituall exerciſes, loue of erernall things, 
© converlation with Saints, and in heauen the con- 
* templatio of turure felicitie, We mult haue thele 


* ftarrs on our heade: thar is to lay in our thoughts, , 


** and in the lupreame part of our loule, to thinke 


« often of them,to meditatethem , and thirſt atter + 


* thepolilefNio. otthem, to aſpireallwayes thither, 
* foe that we may lay as farte as it 1s poſſible « Our 
*© conterſation 15in heauen, we {hould beare them in 
' ourheade,or vpo our heade in figne of reuerences 
* And indeed to beare the onour heade 1s nothing 
© els, but ro ſeeke the kingdom of God, and his iu- 
t ſtice before all things : |but alas how is this or- 
& derchaunged att this day? We haue nor the ſtarres 
« ypon our heades,and the moone vnder our teete, 
& but contrariwile the moone on our heades, and 
« the (tarres vnder gur teete; VV e do notiecke firlt 


the 


4 
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the kingdome of God, & his iuſtice, but we ſerch , 
after in the hrſt place earthlie things, and vaniries, ,, 
we deſire to fatisfie our appetites , to haue great », 
eſtates, and,revenewes, and afterward for Cere- , 
monie to go to maſle, and to a Sermon, to confel= ,, 
ſton, & communion. So that by a foule abule,thar z, 
which ought to be the principal, becommerh on- z, 
lie ſucceſlorie, and that which ſhould be ſuccel- z, 
ſory is made the principall, and we viethat which ,, 
we ſhould enioye, and enioye that which we z, 
ſhould bur only vſe . And norte that S. John did ,, 
not only ſee ſtares 0n her heade , but 2 Crowne ,, 
made of moſt goodly ſtarres. W hat doth this in- ,, 
timate to vs, but that he which ſhould haue bene ,, | 
a good Chriſtian, a good religious perion , and ,, 
ſhould haue clothed himlelte with Icſus Chriſt ,, 
by imitation, who ſhould haue contemnedearthe ,, 
lie things ſignified by the moone, and ſhould have ,, 
caried heauenly things as ſtarres vpon his heade, ,, 
by deſire, and contemplation, he ſhall in thenext ,, 
life receaue a Crowne of rwelue moſt brighe ſtar= ,, 
res, which are meant the ioyes common to all ,, 
twelue f{inguler giftes. Foure of the ſoule;viſion, ,, 
poſſeſſion, fruition and concemplation , Foure of ,, 
the body. Charitie, or gloriovs brightnes,impal- ,, 
Iibilitie,agilitie, and ſubrilitie, Foure of the whole ,, 
man compoled of bodie, and foule, thecompanie ,, 
of Saintes, the habirarion of the Empyrean hea- ,, 
1608, a general, and perfitt ſatierie, and laſtlya ,, 
perperuall ſecuritie, wherupon he may boldly lay ,, 
with conhdence , that which the Apoſtle S. Paul ” 


{aith, | 
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* aith. I haue toughta good hght (againſt the vi- 


&« ces, and tentations of the world, and the fleſh) I 
« haue finiſhed my courle in |the practiſe of verrue, 
« ] haue kept the faith (which I promited in Bap- 


« tilme: what remainerth, andreſteth nowe, bur a 
« Croyyne ot glory, which {hall be given tome by 


« God, who ordayningethe lawe of good workes, 
« hath alwaics ordained the reward , and recom- 
& pence tothe, 


' 231 8] 
Of DIS COmMporrement W ite he bore ihe charges 
of Pronmt14.t, or Definitour, ant {the 
qualities requiſue therto. 


THE EIGHTEENTH _ CHAP, 


L:hough this B, Father wasia the whole 
\ courle of his lite, a patterne of SanCtitig 
bending all his {pirits to the prattile of vertues, 
yet was he oblerued atno time to be more hum- 
ble, more teruent, more/charitabic, more ftrind of 
pouertie, more mortihed, more exact inthe ob- 
leruarion of che Euangehical countells,then when 


he was Dehmcour, Prowinciall, or bore any great 


charge in the order, The ticle which lifred him vp 


putwardly aboue others , did inwardly calt him 


downe by thecentre of abizRion, & his thoughts 
wereas farrefrom the defire ot preeminencie, and 
prelacie, as the carth 1s remote tromthe heauens. 
He liued as well, or better content vnder obe- 


dience,as he 91d inplace of authoruie, by _s” | 
0 


— 
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of the difficulties which accompanie thoſe pla- 
ces of charge « He was accuſtomed ro ſay that a 
Prelate, or Superiour in the holy Scripture, iscal= 
| led a Paſiour,, a Father, and a Phifttian, which 
qualitieShe had in an eminent degree, 

As a paſtour he had careof his flocke,not only 
of the vniueilall good of the Prouince , bur of 
euery one of the bretheren mm particuler, he wats 
ched often when others rooke ſome repole, to 
{»:r order carefully for their atfaires, and herofs 
duely ro matinesin the Qunre with the commu- 
nitie, and in word, and deed he conduQtedall 
thinges holily accordinge to the rigor oftherule. 

' Asa Father he louedall altke, void of all particu» 
l:refeGion, and alwaics d1d more then he com» 
manded others to do , to take away all occaſion 
of excuſe from them. As a Philitian he had a fin- 
guler care, both of corporall, and [piricuall infir- 
mities : he comforted che afflited, encouraged 
the weake , and fainte hearted, gaue remedies a= 
vainſt rentarions, havinge learned much in this 
kind, by his owne exyerience. In fine, he was fo 
laborious, and care{ullin putting in executionall 
g00d offices , that certainely there could be no 
other recompence ſutficient tor his crauaile,, but 
the crowyne of glory, which he now weareth; 
When he made his vitice, he came to no Con- 
vent, where (if leiſure, & opportunirte ſerued)he 
made leſle then three,or toure exhortations inthe 
Pefettory to all the religious, with lo great Zeale 
enceuoringe 50 raite them to the higheſt lleppe of 
'N tC 
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the ladder of charity, andperfeion, and to make 
them with freſh courage to paſle the rhornic de 
fert of their profeſſion, foe thar they muſt haue 
bene more hard then marble which could refraing. 
reares when they lavyy his cheekes all blubbered” 
withthem tricklingedowne. Theſe viſits were ful 
of learninge , and powettull ,” as he yas of great 
ower in workes, of good example, and wordes 
of wholelome dottrine.| His words did prouoke | 
ro deuotion, bur his ations did carry men forcea» 
bly , and both toyned together, were as chais 
nes, which fuerly , and Itrongly did drawe met} © 
ro lye downe at the feete of the Crucifhx, his }} a 
ations needed notan after excuſe,and his wotdes I} a 
required noereplie, He who knewe foe wellto Þ| 4 
obey, knewe allo how tocommand, propolinge || 
to his bretherenthe merir, and prize of obedience 
byes example of Abraham , who for hauings 
obeyed Godcommandinge him to offer vpp hi 
ſonne Llaacke, God gaue him the greateſt recom-' 
pence , which can E imagined , to witt Jeſus 
Chriſt his only Son begotten of his propre ſub* 
ſtance, to thar in the beginninge of the genealo- 
gie,it was written, leſus Chriſt the Son of Dauid, I m 
the Son of Abraham ; and after a longe recite of] an 
all che circumſtances of chis ation, he tayd. I te 
O my moſt deare bretheren lee the great me# 
ritt of obedience, hoyyc God requited a true 0s 
bedient man. Hepayd a Son for a Son, bur the 
Son of man was offered only , and not receauee 


with the Son of God, not only offered but gi 5 _ Q 
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' for his Son. O gift tn hc eV o high fa« 
vour, arid ynſpeakeable recompence , W hat can 
be ſayd more of the meritt of obedience? If this 
| be not ſufficientro enamour thee with ir, what 
can be ſufficient ? But ir may be every obedient 
perſon doth norreceave the like fauour , and re- 
coinpence. Heare our Sauiour. W hoſoeuerſhal 
do the will of my Father which is in heauen, he 
ſhalbe my brother, what more , he ſhalbe my 
mother, my Father,and I wilbe his Son, 

Among his notes of obedience, Ilighted vpon 
| Eerraine generall propofitions which he gave for 
al ſortes of religion, rotakeaway ſcruples arifin 
and ro make the yoke light, and eaſy, rhoughin 
appearance, it leemeth rigorous, 

1, The firſt is ro belecue verily that God by his 
cectaine knowledge, and infalliable prouidence, 
had forſcene fromall erernitie, that they ſhould . 
be gouerned by ſuch Superiours in rhar-ſtate' of 
life which chey had vndertaken, & nor by others, 
and hereby ro receaue his grace, and finally his 
plory. | 

1, The ſecond is to belecue firmely, that by the 
meanes of {uch ſuperiours if they hearkento the, 
and obeythem with ſimplicitie; God will mani- 
telt his will rothem, and guide them alwaies, ſo 
that they cannot faile , nor be led into error, 
= h the Superiour be lewd, and worte then 
J Caiphas. | 
S 1. To belceve not only according to outward 
© Kawe, buraccordimgro the inward, and ſecreet 


N 2 tudge- 
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iudgement of God,that their ſuperiours who gos 
uerne them,are to them the moſt benehiciall men 
of the world, and the moſt worthy,and to loue, 
honor and relpe& them for ſuch, and not conls 
der in them the faults which humane frailry hath ' 
attending ir,being herein like ro Sem, and Iaphet 
the good Sons ot Noah , who going backward 
coutred the ſhame of their father, and would nor 
behold it, and {o dginge they merited Gods be= 
nedition tor a recompence, 
4+ To colder how |by/the vertue of ſimple obe- 
dience, they ouercome all the tentation of the 
w 011d, the Deuill, and the fleſh, and doobtaine 
greatabundance of heauenly graces,and finally at 
the houre of death, they are alſured that Godwill 
nor call them to account for their life paſt , but 
will call for it at the hands of their Superiour, fo 
thatthey haue no thingels ro do, bur to receaue 
the reward and crowne of their obedience, On 
thecontrary ſide, adilobedient man, is expoſed 
to all tenrations, and deceites of the Deuill , and 
15 not gouerned by God, and in this ſtate ar the 
.houre of death, hndeth the gates of hell opento 
receaue him, and Lucifer the grand Captaine df 
dilobecientrebells,prepared to torment himetg| 
nally in hell, | F 
5.Yer no man (faid this B.Father) is obliged 
obey his Superiour in ats which are purely. 
ward, whether they be of the vnaderſtanding, ore 
the will. As if the| Supcriour cid comand him 
. beleque a certaing opinion, the inferiour is nd 
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bound to obey him foras mich as ſuch aQs are 
inward in the ſoule, which doth immediatly ſtb- 
mit irſelſe ro God alone, For it belongeth to 
God alone to command ſuchaQtions, and all o- 
thers are depriued of any ſuch right vnleſſe thele 
i:ward ations, be mixcd, and confounded with 
external ations, for then by vertue of the exter- 
nall ation, the inward may be commanced, 

6. Weare neuer to obey theintenour againſt 
the commaundement of the Supertour,as the Vi- 


car againſt the commandement of the Gardien: 


of the Gardien apainſt the commandement of the 
Prouinciall, nor the Prouinciall againſt the com- 
mandement of the Generall, nor the Generall 
«painſt the Popes commandement,nor the Pope, 
or any whoſoeuer againſt Gods commandement, 
Therſore he ſaid, 

The matrerof obedience, is like a clocke well 
ordered, the maſter of the clocke maketh the 
wheeles, and ſetteth their mouings in fuch man- 
ner, that according to the Sunne , andthe mo- 
tons of the heauens, there is one little wheele 
with a hand which {heweth, and pointeth outthe 
houres, there isan other greater, which moueth 
thatinthe middle, and hnally there is on great 
wheele, which moucth them all, and is as it were 
the maſter wheelc. Therforifthe ſmalleſt wheele 
will turne ſwifter, or flower then it is moued of 
the middle wheete, or the middle wheele, faſter * 
then ir is ſtirred of the greater , there would be 
diforderin the clock, and the hand ſhould norbe 

| N z bound 
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bound to ſuffer it felfe to be moued, for it ought 
to point out the houres, according to the motion 
of the ſunne, and to the intention of the maſter 
workman of this frame . In like manner all rehi- 


gionis aclock well framed, where thereare many 


wheeles which tourne . The Gardien, the Pro- 
uinciall, the Generall, rhe Pope , and God him- 
ſelfe. The hand which ſheweth thele morions 1s 
the ſubiet. Totheend then, that it may rightly 
point, and there he no fditorder, the lubie ought 
roobey in that order as is formerly expreſled, 

7. A religious man 1$ not bond to obey his Su- 
periour againſt his rule, nor above his rule, bur 
only in things that are according to his rule which 
he hath promiſed. To obey according tothe rule 
1s not vnderitood, only of things which are con- 
teyned in it, but of all {uch things , without 
which thole in the rule cannot be obterued, or 
which do lerue for a more perfe&t oblernance, as 
opt (cilence , |di{ciplihe 8c. In this cale the 
lubiett is obliged|to vraQtile obedience, 

$. As often as there 1s any contempt in anie 
thing whatlocueft the Shperiour commandeth, 
though it be aboye the rule, and obedience, it is 
a mortall finne. This is vaderitood only of atuall 


' contempt, when through malice, or any euill in- 


tention this commandement 1s not tulhlled but 
1s abuſed, ſcorned, and|mocked, and befides this 
may be by vertuall, and habituall contempt when 
as nothing is done againſt rhe commandement of 
the Supetiour by malice of heart,or conteptuous 

| my wordes, 


| 
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wordes, and yet the Superiour , and the rule is 
not reſpeCted, and by a negle&,the contrarie 1s 
done to that which he commanded. 

9. As often as there is any ſcandall in diſobe- 
dience, it is a mortal ſinne, though the thing com» 
manded be neuer lo {mall:vnles chere were lome 
other things,as that ome inuincible 1gnorance,or 
the tmallnes of the matter doe excule the dilobe- 
diente from ſinne, bur I lettthem paſle as things 
common to all Chriſtians, in the obleruinge the 
commandements of God, and his Church, only 
I will conclude , howe he compared obedience 
to Iacobs ladder, by which religious mount to 
heauen. 

1. Theficſt degree (this he tooke from S, Ber- 
nard) is to obey treely without contradiction,as 
S$.Paul, att the firſt call fayd. Lord What Wile thou 
that I doe. 2, without diſſimulation, 3. chearfully 
without murmuringe. 4.. promptly, and ſpeedily 
without delay. 5. manfully without apprehenho. 
6, humbly wichour vanitie, z, vncetlantly with 
perſeuerance, This is (layd he) the ladder , theſe 
xe the {tepps of Ange)ls, for true obedient men 
do leade an Angelicall lite on earth, they are lighr, 
prompr, ſpirituall, burninge , enflamed with de- 
une loue, vnweariable ſeruanrs, aſlti{ting God, 
andleruinge men , Ler vs clime vp joytullic by 
thele ſtepps from vertue, to vertue, from merit”, 
tomeritt, andin the topp wee ſhall inde God, 
who will recompence vs with the viſion ot his 
glorious face, 


N 4. Among 
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Among many other perfeftions, he had this 
particuler grace, ro[diſcerne ſpirits, and ro knowe 
the inclinatious of tholſe/who frequznted him, 
How he had this, either of his long experience, 
and obleruatio: 16,|or by ay particuler reuelation 
I cannot expreſle.! Burthis was certains , that hs 
— lookea n any mans tace wile, tharhe 

11d not knowÞ, or| guefſe very nearc ow he 
vw vas (i poled . {this wag notes finonarly, that 
among all the Nquices he receaued, or eav!e:t ro 
be adinitted w ie he was Pr [ouinciall or Detini- 
tour there were very tew!, or none which went 
not on manfuily land relipiouſly 1 1 their protel» 
hon. He{hew ed himlelte ry tamill:r to weake, 
and teble lpiritts,} He animated! he ſtronger, and 
more able to traujile:to the lu};ewarme 'Q weaks 
hearted, he wittnell *d Tr OUtWarc) appearance 
much rigour, againſt that which was in his heart, 
hidinge his loue, and ciatitie, which held the rei- 
nes, and inwarcly commanded 1n his loule. Such 
was his [pirit of diſcretion, and prudence, that he 
became all to all; and to enery particulc :r perion 
exercifing bis tunftio, with lo great glory for God, 
and protict tor rehoic "n, that all liue, d content vin- 
der him wi:hin the limicrs of their vocation, all 
honored him as 4 Father, tollowed him as a Cap- 
caine , relpe&ted him as 4 Phiſitian,cheriſhed him 
as their Own hearc, in lomuch that his lite palt 


cannot be called/ro mind of thole who enioyed 


h1s conuerlatio: J W1! hour gIcdt ore1te 2nd lor- 


owe, for thy lolle ot lo Bleſled, and lo perfect a. 
toulc, | | | Ic 
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It was obſeruedthar this B. Father in the moR 
1mporrar affaires, & amog other marters in ele&io 
of perlons to thole places whervpon the good of 
the whol-Prouince depeded, & of eueryparticuler 
man alto,thar he might not be tranſported away 
by his owne indgement, he had allwayes recourſe 
ro God, with fernuent prayer, faſtings dilciplines, 
and other auſtericies to this end, and called for af- 
ſiftance of the holy Ghoit,by other holy lacrihces 
thar he might knowe the meritts of thole, thac 
were mo{t worthie, and fo do that which was 
molt her for Godsglory and the good of others. 
le was wonttolay commonly , that eleQton 1s 
a1 humane aft which apperteyneth only ro realo- 
nable men, and nor to beaſtes, becaule the tenſual 
appetite, by which beaſtes are moued 1s determi- 
1ed roa particuler good, butthe will of man to a 
common, and general] good. W herfore ({ayd he) 
to make a good election, and cholle, 1tis meete 
to repayre firſt to God, andto pray tor the grace 
o: his holyſpirn, to 1implore the interceſſion of 
ourholy Father S. Frauncis,to do lome worke of 
extraordinarie mortification , and afterward to 
1%petnot the particuter commodirie of any, but 
the vniuerſall good of the whole Prouince, and 
not to choole as they ſhall be moſt ſeruinge our 
twrne,and more tauourable towards vs, bur fim- 
ply thoſe which are moſt leruiceable,and moſt fitt 
tO doa publique benefitt toall ; And whoſoeuer 
\layd he) doth otherywile, doth not the att of a 
man, bur of a beaſt, 
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Forexample of this he'vied the ordinary gloſſe 
vpon the firit chapter of [the firſt booke of the 
Machabees, which laicth that Alexander ,' when 
he was neere his end, being asked whom he 
would leauc his ſucceſſour i in his kingdome after 
his death, anlwexed the moſt worthie, and yer. 
he had a lon named Nicholas , a brother named 
Atrides,and he left alſo his wife great with child; 
this was an act t9 the confuſion of many Chri- 
ſtians, who are led by partialitie, and affeQion in 
ſuch: ile, He was not allo ynamindtul how Pharoa 
beforc he chole a man for Superiour overall Egipr 
he madelerch tor one that was full of Gods ſpirit, 
Moyles the guide of the people of the Hebrues 
alictje before his death, beinge to Jeaue a gouer- * 
nor ouer al his myltitude would not make choiſe 
of any of his ow1e childien , or of thoſe of his 
brother Aaron, hut rewittinge all tro God, he 
prated tor Gods holy inſpiration to be direQedin 
this, and he heard chele wordes out of the mouth 
of God, Take lo{hathe ſon of Nun, a man which 
hath the ſpirit of God, ahd lay thy hand vpon 
him. And after he had well ,and aduiſedly balan- 
ced thele examples he congluded (as he was elo- 
quent) in this mahner, 
Secinge that af election is a matter of ſuch 


« importance, anda truth knowen and auowed of 
« all wilemen, of an Alexander, which would haue 
« the moſt worthie, of a Phajao, which would have 
« him which had the tpirit|of God , of a Moyles 
*© whoſc authoritic 1s of mots xe weight then the reſt, 
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who puttthe iudgement, and rtriall of it to God, ,, 
I leaue it to your conſiderations who are ſpiritvall ,, 


perſons, conlecrated to God by holy vowes, who 


ought to haue noe other monue , but the honor ,, 
of God, and are called hether to this eftet, what z, 
choiſe ye ought co make, and how ye ought to ,, 
requeſt nothinge but the pure honor, and glory ,z 
of God, and the common and vnuuerlall good of zz 


the Prounce, 

Among the qualities which a Prelate, ora Su- 
periour ought to haue,thisB,Father recited foure, 
which he gathered our of holy Scripture, as foe 
many articles of the will of God, Thehrſt is, 
Goodnes of life , and therfore they are called rbe 
ſalt of the earth. Thelecond i5s,the lutfciencie of 
learninge, becauſe they arecalled rhe h;ghr of the 
world. The third 1s force in aduerhtie,& therfore 
they are compared to a City built vpon 4 Moun- 
taine, The fourth is, light of good example, for our 
Sauijour laith thatno man ligbreth 4 candle for to 
heepe it hid , but that it keing letr vpon a candle- 
lticke may lighten all thole thar enter into the 
houle, The reaton of all this 1s, becauſe{laith be) 
man falleth into ſinne by foure great euills, con- 
cupilcence, ignorance, inhrmiutie, and malice, 
which were as the foure great woundes which 
Prelats who are tne Philtians of the (oule ought 
toremedy,and cure with proper Antidotes, which 
cannor be better miniſtred then by theſe quali- 
ties, For concupiſcence of our ynruly appetites, 
2c lalt of good life is very proper, For ignorance 

of 
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of the vnderſtandinge, the light of learninge , a- 
gainlt the infirmitie of free will , rhe citie was 
builr vpon a mounraine, and the lampe of good 
example, ſcructh to driue away the malice of per- 
uerte will, | 
Hoy this B. Father was indued wirh all theſe 
qualities,it is ſufficiently |proved by the former 
Chprers; For he had eminently thele two pro-; 
perties of jalt, which are to keepe mears from 
corruption, and to featoh the vnſauory; whole 
only fiyhe often geltrayned others from corrups 
non of finnes ,| and made others {auourably 
talt of choſe miorthfications which are in themſel- 
nes vnpleaſinge, by becomminge to them as alt 
to feafon them. For by his example he encoura- 
ved oth2rs: and ofren compareda Prelate, whole 
wordes are notaccompanied with deedes to a falt 
ſeller without ſalt], or to euented, and corrupted 
{alr which is faire in ſhewe , and in effect ſeruerh 
not for thar vſe,for which it ſhould be lernicea- 
ble. Beſ1ies good life , knowledge 15 required to 
conduct others : |He layd that for this condut 
there were two Keyes t9 be had, one uf Turil- 
<@ivn , an other of Knowledge, and the ons 
and the other ought to |accompanie good lite, 
W hence it commeth that God,layd he, would 
cue the Keys of 'the houſe of Dauid vpon the 
thoulder of Eliacim , not about his neck, nor 
att his gridle, nor in his hand . Thole, weare 
the keys on thei neck, | which ſearch prelacies 
to be honored and reſpeged, Thole beare them 
| V1 
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in their handes which ſeeke to content their frin- 
des as anie occahon is offerred, not reſpeQinge 
others though more fitt, and ſufficient . And 
thoſe weare the Key atr their girdles, who who- 
lie ſeeke their owne priuate commodity,and in- 
cereſt, make good cheare,and liue in al plealure & 
toylitie. He added for better exphcation, how this 
iighronght to beaccopanied with gooanes: that 
there are two ſortes of goodnes,the one abſoJute, 
the other reſpetiue, The abſoJute confilteth jn 
the loue of God, as the foundation of ſpiri- 
ruall light, and knowledge , without which 2 
Prelate, or Superiour 1s asa ſbipp vpon the fea 
withouran helme,caryed with the windes of his 
paNon,and the ſtretched our fayles of the vanitie 
of his defire: but this is not enough to haue this 
abloture goodnes, we mult haue allo relpeQiue, 
to witt knowledge, difcourle, dilcretion, tudge- 
ment, prudence,toras much as this goodnes 1s a 
certaine rule and direftion to finde meanes pro- 
portioned, ard well tuting to euery mans end. 
Ablolute gocdnes 1s the end, but reſpective 1s that 
which giueth the meanes to attaine to It , For 
how (layth he) can a Superiour gouerne well 
which hath neither vilcourle nor wdgement,nor 
practile ro knowe,& cdilcerne how he muſt guide 
this or that perſon? Becaule he mult carry him- 
[elle otherwiſe to the good, then to the badd, in 
one tort tro him that 18 ſtrong and luſtie,and in an 
other fortto him, that 1s weake , and feeble: he 
multi rule the one wich ſharpaes,and [eucrine, the 
other 
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other with ſweetnes. A Superiour muſt ſhews 
himſelfe ſometimes rigorus, and ſharpe, & ſome- 
times lweet, and affable , ſomerimes he muſt diſ- 
ſemble, andexpeR, other times rake them vpon 
the preſent occa{ion . Briefely he ought ro haue 
reſpeiue goodnes, & foe much the more he {hall 
haue, by foe much he {hal be more fitt to gouerne, 
And for this caule 1n elections, he is ro be choten 
which hath abſolute, and reſpetiue both roge- 
ther, but yet he that hath more reſpeMue,ts to be 
preferred before him which hath lejle, 

The third qualitie wherewith our Sauiour 
would haue a Prelace induced 1s force, and coniti- 
cie of ſpiritt, Lett him not be as an emprie reed 
light, vaine , and inconſtant, letnor him utter 
him felfeto be caryed away with the wind of his 
paſſions, loue, hatred, hope, teare, reuenge, bur 
without apprehenhion, lect him fultaine the right, 
and luſtice, yea although it be with perill ot his 
life , and ſpeake freely the truth where and when 
it 1sncedfull, whether it pleaſe, or do not pleaſe: 
lett him haue nothing betore his eres, but the ho- 
nor of God principally , and the good of his 
Church, orreligton , lett him notbe an accepter 
of perſons,bur cquall toall, tett him haue no am- 
bitionto Prelacie, lett him not leeke ir, neither 
lerrhim be moued to do any vnhtt or vndecent 
thing for it. Such 4 one (layd this B, Father) is a 
citie,not ſcituated ina valey of teare, of hope, or 
of his owne proper paſſion, but vpon a mountaine 


of afree hart, lifred vp aboue all earchly nges, 
« 
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and only attentive ro the will of God. Acitie of 
refuge for the poore oppreſled & afflitted, which 
ceceaueth all, and giueth rehiefe ro all according 
ro their neceſſitie : Such a citie as S, Tohn deſcri- 
beth in the Apocalipſe 21. which hath the walls 
of gold, the gates of pearle, and in the midſt of ir 
is the tree of life, which bringeth foocch trune, 
whole leaues are allo medicinable , tnch a one 
ought a Prelate to be, embelliſhed with gold, and 
pearles, that is to ſay with vertue, and merits,the 
tree of life ought to be in his heart , the leaues 
which are medicinall, are his wordes of edihca-» ' 
tion, & the abundant truites his good workes, In 
theend the fourth qualicie of a Prelate or Supe- 
riour,is that he bea lampe fhininge vpon a candle- 
ſticke, that 1s ro lay, that he teach others more by 
example, then by word : W hertore our Saujour 
did not content himſelfe to lay,that they ſhould 
bethe light of rhe world, which properly apper- 
teyneth ro the lunne, for as much as the funne ſhi- 
ninge in the world, doth it in his motion without 
paine, or teeling any incommodity, butthe lampe 
giveth lighr to 1ts owne colt , becaule it conſy- 
meth it felte . Soe Ietus Chriſt who is the rule, 
and {quare of others, hath not illuminated the 
world only as the funne, bur as alampe put vpon 
the candleſticke of the houle, where to lighten vs 
he conſumed himleltfe in leehoge his owne life, 
This is ſo worthie of ſerious conſideration, that 
this blef{ed Father could not thinke of it withour 
vreakinge into thele wordes , O how many are 
thole 
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thoſe now which ſeeke afcer digniries , and pre- 
oy ro (bine in high place,and as the Sun to giue 
light without their paine, and trauaile, and nor 
as the lampe, Do ye beleeue and knowe who 
theſe are?they are thoſe of whom Saint Mathewe 
lpeaketh in the 23. Chapter. Q «3 allegant oners 
grauia , & importabilia , digito autem ſuo nolunt ea 
mouere . W ho tye great and molt heauy burdens 
vpon others, but they will not touch them with 
a hnger , Thele are they who in Prelacie regard 
honors, and not the paines, which ſeeke atrerdig- 
nies, to liue att their eaſe, to be honored, ret- 
pected, to receaue all kindof contentment,in hne 
they belun,not lampe, We readin holy Scripture 
two forts of Cherubins, the firſt were made of 
Moyles by Gods commandement ; they looked 
towards the propitiatory, and had their faces tur- 
ned one againſt the other, The ſecond were made 
by Salomon, and put in the temple , but they 
did looke trowardes the propirtiatory as the firſt, 
nethcr did they looke one vpon the other , but 
had their faces turned rowards the outvard tem- 
ple ; What ſhould this fignitie, but wo ſorts of 
Prelates where of the firſt made , and cholen of 
God,are good, holy, wile, zealous, and regard 
only the propiriatory, that is to ſay the glory of 
God, without curninge their eies, but ypon the » 
knowledge of themlelues; for they are lampes 
which giue light ro the houle ro their owne Colt. 
The 15, 09K which are eleted but not of God, 
but by the grace, andfauour ot men, by ſuborna- 
ti0n, 
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tion , and homages, and thele do not looke to- 


wardesthepropitiatory, or the honour of God, 
bur the ourward temple, their owne Intereſt, 
their owne prefetmenr, or contentment , tru 
ſunnes which increaſe in their ſpledour,but wirh- 


olt trauaile or paine, Let Prelates and Superiours - 
(my bretheren) which ought ro be cholen propoſe 
ro themlelues an other end, lert chem be falr to 
their good life, lighrfor their dodrine, acitie for 
the force and {trenghte,a lampe for good exam- 


ple,and lo ſhaithey haue all condicions neceſlarity 


tequired , 
bf his perſencrance: 
THE NINETEENTH CHAP. 


'T He number is great of thoſe that beginne 
well,bur very tmall of thoſe that end well: 
but this bleſſed Farhg havinge theſe wordes of- 
ten in his mout, hand truly grauen in his heart. 
Q uicunque perſeuerat v/que ad finem , ſaluus erit, 
went forward in his good deſignes'couragiouſly, 
and perfeuered tillthe end,heiver did he reſt con 
tented ro continue in that eſtate wherunto God 
had exalted him, but he lert no occaſion nor, no , 
houre paſſe in which he did not ſtriue Rill ro go 
forward, and aduance himlelfe in verrue and pie- 
tie:lo chat euery day wrought ſome change in 
him, with euident markes of more perfettion , 
tor he was vwont to ſay that as ſoone as a magiues 

Q Oucr 
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ouer the care and diligence of betteringe him» 
ſelfe daily, and profiringe in pretie, and deuotions | 
he preſently ceaſed to be good, and lo he eitee- 
med perleuerance the mother of perieion, $,. 
Paul (ſaid he) had but a baad beginninge, but hig/ 
end was good, holy, and glorious, S, Mary Mag-. 
dalene began ill, but ended happily, and loelike- 
wiſe, thegood thiefe on the Crolſe. On the con- 
trary ſide Judas, had a good beginninge, buran ill 
end, Soelixewilc had Salomon, and Saul. Thole. 
that end well, though they began ill, are commens 
ded in holy Scripture, the other condemned. The 
vertue of every good, worke, confilteth in perſe- 
uerance:the lite of a religious,and uit man 1s comes 
pared in the Canticles, ro the morninge, and in 
the Prouerbs co light, which goeth on encreafing 
till perfirt day. Iuftorum ſemis quaſi lux ſplendens, 
ereſcit vſque ad perjettum diem . Soe a good Chris 
{tian, and religious pexlon ought to encreaſe, and 
goe forward in the feruice of God , as a-fairg 
morniage, and cleare light, which groweth on 
euen to the perhit brightnes of the day of eterny- 
tie, where it cannot be more perhtt, hauinge at» 
tayned the vitrmolt rerme of perteCtion. jn this 
manner Diuines do lpeake , who call this lifethe 
way, «nd heauen the terme, and end of the waie, 
The practile of this holy vertue did not only 
appeere in this B, Father, in that he continued 
the rigor of his auſtericies, and the {harpenes of 
his penances, from the beginninge of his conuere 
ſon to the end of his daies, as we haue well wt 
te 


| 
| 
; 


F, Anzel of Toyeuſe. 210 
ted before, burin us. Fac ul which -he 
might have omitted without any ſcruple , he 
ſhewed an inuincible conſtancie in the proſecu- 
tion of them, renouncinge in the cad all fort of 
difficulties, and reaping much profit, where many 
o:her had loſt theirlabour and paine, For ifrhere 
were a matter which concernedthe conuerfion of 
a 31ner, or theconlolation of lomeeminent per» 
ſon,for the loſle of ſome thing wherin he hadta- 
ken great contentment , he feared not greatdifh- 
culties in the beginninge (knowing that all ſortes 
of ſpirits, are not cally moued by ' reaſonable 
perlwaſions) but'io the end he obreyned 1s de- 
{wve,redcubiinge the violence of his holie perlwa- 
tons, 

Hows often hath he bene ſcene in affaires of 
conlequence wayring for a conyenient time, arid 
attendinge the perſons, and occaſions, returninge 
three, or foure times wicth#urt ſhevyinge any wea® 
tines in followinge the matter he had in hand, 
and not giuinge ir ouer, till he had ſgene agood 
end, principal when the bulines was of import; 
for the good of others, and gods glory? - 

W hiles he preached art Lyons, he was much 
pricued to ſee the diſordered behauiour of manie 
at the time of Shrouetide, & thereupon tooke oc- 
calion to reproue it publickly. And when as ſome 
told him that irwas almoſt impoſſible ro cure fuch 
an old foare, and an euill ſo farre growen by mo 
cultome, To the he anſwered. I wil do thatatlea 
which Gogs holy ſpiric ſhall inſpire me, and 

Oz which 
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which I am bound to ſpeake,, God I hope of his 
grace will giue force, and effeQ ro my wordes, 8& | 
accompliſh the reſt, if it be his holy will. He did. 
ſo, and was ſo vehemenr againſt thele. exerciles, | 
that the zeale of his ſoule appeared in his face, & 
he obteyned much more then men could imagine | 
bringinge io paſſe that thoſe dayes were [pent in 
exe:ciles of deuotion, and piety , which befcre 
were paſt in debaiches, and fintfull vanities . He 
went often to viſit priſoners, and made publique 
exhorcations to them, beſides particuler confe» 
rences wich euery one a patt, of which labour he 
gather: 4 a great fruite . Fox om? which had 
noe feelinge of deuotion,and would not heare of 
Conteſo 1, nor the Sacraments, were moved te 


conteſſe and communicate molt deuovily , and ; 
did with great patience expett their lentencey 
whereas before they did porhioge but blalphe» 


me, He began betoreLLent thele holy viſits, and 
duringe that rime, corinued it thiile aweeke with 
an. earnelt affeQion , althoughe he preached, 
and falted euery day, loe that oftentimes, he had 
no leylureto take his poore dinner , becauſe he 
would haue more time tocomtort, and aſſiſt the 
pgoreloules, 

The reader will excuſe me, if I prevent here 
an obietion which may be made againſt his pet» 
{euerance becaule he yent ont of his Monaltery' 
ſometime: but becaule che publique benefit caur 
ſed his departure , he merited as much in that 


time, 4s it he bad continued in religion , beſides 
| he 
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he prattiſed all deuotions, that he could well vſe, 
when occaſion was offered . And-God which ac+ 
cepteth the Wills of men , when they cannor 
ſhewe the eftects, gaue noe doubr the ſame grace 
to his good affeQions, as he had don to the very 
works, And that we may [ze what greife hecon- 
ceaued hereby, that he could not perſevere in this. 
courle of life , 1 will report his owne wordes, 
which he applyed to the religious , who after 
ſometime ſpent in religion ſhould haue any deſire 
to retourne 70 the Fin of thornes in the 
worlds 

He compared them to the children of Iſrael, 

* Who where they heard that they muſt þghr ro en» 
ter into theland of promile, aland fliowinge with 
milke and honie, they were much dilmayd, and 
weepinge all night, incited one an other rochooſe 
2 captaine who might lead the backe into Egipr, 
forgetting what ti1ey had ſufkered vnder the ty- 
rannicall yoke of Pharao : And behold (laid he} 

the reaſon why men do not perſeucre in vertue? 
which is becauſe they feare labour and paine,and 
\this proceedeth tiom their want of conſideration, 
and courage, or witr, that they do nor fee what 
grat recompence folloywe ſhort labours,and howe 
© F ternal! rqrments luccced cheir ſhort plealures. 
| This is it which bappeneth ſpintually to a reli- 
pious man, which is gon well on his way in the 
delert of Pennance, and hath endixed much for 

Gods ſervice, and is affrighted with certaine 

ſhadowes, which tho Deuill pucceth in his fancy 

Wa: entet- 
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entertayneth [ome purpoſe to returne backe tb hix 
life paſt with the body, or with the foule, and 
ſayth, Let vs make vs a Caprtaine, & retume backe 

into Epipt. | 
O wretched man, how is it, that thou enter- 
tayneſt this idle dreame? thoh haſt allready made 
a great paFt of thy tourney , and wilt thou now 
go back ? thou art very neete the land of promile, 
and have but a little patience, and thou wilt pre» 
ſently arxiue there, and there ſolace thy lelte for- 
ever, Thou dolt not conſider, that thou ſhalt not 
enioye the tiuntes, and favors of Gods providence 
which thou hadlſt in religion}, and inthe ſtate of 
race. He fedd thee with heauenly Manna, then 
alt haye no other foode but the husks of lwine, 
He opened for thee the red lea, (o rh-»u did(t paſle 
throughit, without wettinge thy feete, thou wilt 
then hnde it cloſed vp, and thou wilt be ouer- 
whelmedinit, He delivered thee from the bon- 
dagge of Pharao, and now thou wilt vudergoe 4 
harder yoke of flavage. And becaule thou art nat 
content to tutter a liicle while, thou wilt fuffer 
tor all eternitie; and whileſtthou teckelt ro aucid 
the buracn, and heate of the dav, thou wilt (uftet 
the corments ot eternal flames : 2nd whileſtthou 
retuleſt lome Imall trans and pane, thou puts 
chaleſt thy lelte inhnuety tarr more, and greater, 
both in this life and in the life to come: wheres! 
with light ane ſhort paine, rl;ou (uffereſt tor rhe 
loue of God, thou mightelt have bought eternal 
16y, glory,and repole, O vneratefu!ll toole yworthy 
| | 10 
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tobe lamented with teares of bloud, and tho.! 
doeſtaorfee it, 6b blind and miſerable man. 

He had alwaies betore his eies many great mo- 
tives to ſtirre vp his ſoule ro turne al her thoughts, 
and aftetions to this holy vertue of perſeverance, 
as he hath letc lome ot them writren by his owne 
hand,” The brit was, the neceſſicie of it, for it 1s 
neectſary to the attayninge of that heauenly re- 
compence, Which 1s giuen to vs after our tempo 
rall labour, andpaine, And without this all other 
t1ngs profit vs nothinge, as 1t is manifeſt , by 
the ſentence pronounced out of the mouth of 
le/us Chriſt, the authour of truch, and the very 
truth in eſſence, ® 

For this caule he compared the entrance into 
religion with baptilme , by which prace is recea- 
12d, and the child of darknes is made the child ot 
tiohr. He ſaid moreouer, that heaten was aſl1- 
redro them as a portion common with the ete&, 
prouided alwaies faid he,thar we keepe our good 
purpoſe, which we had then,even to the end, and 
that we keepe the vowe which we made: to be 
breſfe, ſo that we perlenere to the end,and this1s 
the neceſſitie of perſeucrance. 

The ſecond thing which he confidered in per- 
ſcuerance was the excellencie of it, wheras 1t 1s 
{as hath bene already lpoken) the mother of pet- 
tection, for It giveth that contentment varo Vs, 
after we haue practiled lome vertue, that Wwe 
thinks of nothinge more, then of the continuar-- 

\Co 6t it, 
O 4 The 
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The third thivg was,thar he knew this vertue 
to he the gift of God, and therefore he dearely 
cheriſhed,and reſpected irs It is faid formally,and 
immediately the gift of God, whecrtore we mult 
ſtill pray for it, and inſtantly demand it of God, 
for the grace which we haue receaued of God in 
iuſtification 1s not tufficient for a 1ult man, but he 
hath need of new lupply, and newe grace toper- 
feuere, as $, Thomas teacheth, For alchough per- 
ſeuerance, as it figniteth a good habirude , and 
vertuall meanes, by which we hue a tul! purpole 
co perteuereto the end, bein the loule of a tuſtt- 
hed man, wich grace, and other vertues;norwith- 
ſtanding?, for as much as.jt (gniheth a certaine 
continuation euento the end of life , inthis fort 
It doth nor alwayes tollove grace, batlett a man 
be neuerſo holy. yet ftandeth he in necd of new 
freſh ayd, and of the ſpeciall grace ot God, ro ob» 
taine this great pifr of perfeuerance , and herein 
we ought wholy to miſtruſt our lelies, & ro rely 
wholy vpon Gods goodnes, and merci, W her- 
fore we teade that our holy Father $, Francis, af- 
ter he had receaued the holy ſignes, and markes, 
and made to high a degree of landtitie, !o teared 
himſelte, rhat he anſwered one that called him 
vainRt, that it God did forlake him he might com» 
mit all the ſinnes ot the world. And it 5. Francis 
a(ter lo high favours of Gog, tearer io become a 
{:nner, x3, 4 may we teare, beingelo tarr ſhort 
of m1m1a holines of life ? Why therforc{hould 
107 Wwe mitrult our !elues , and humoly begs, of 
LUC, 
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God, that he would give vs continuall obedience, 
and conformitic to this boly will? 

The fourth motiue was, that he ſett before his 
ciyes continually the hrſt feruours of his Nouice= 
ſhipp , thi»king it a great diſhonour ro him, if ir 
(h MY be laid that his bepinninge was more cou- 
ragious then his end, whereas accorcinge to the 
common layinge,not to proceede in the waie of 
vertue, 15to goe backe,, 3nd recoyle:for this pur- 
pote he cited the wordes which $. Pau! wroreto 
the Hebrewes newly couerted tothe faith, Reme- 
mor aimms priitines dies in quibus tlumimats magnum 
cerramen paſs1onum ſuſtinuſtis, My breiherenreme- 
ber otcen the hrit day of your Nouiceſhipp , 17 
which ye beinge illuminated, did valiantly reſiſt 
the battery of many paſſions, and won the vitory 
of chem by Gods grace, Eucn then when all your 
enemies, were banded withall their force againſt 
you, I meane the world withall her vanities , I1- 
ches, honors , glory , poſſeſſions, dignities, fa- 
uonQrs &c the fle{l; withall her ſcn{ualities, de- 
lighis , andplealures, The Deuill withall his ar- 
tihces, tentations, ambuſhes, ſiraragems, {eares, 
ang aff Ights, towith-hold you from your holy 
purpole , and yet yee triumphed gloriouſly ouer 
ail theſe enemies, and lifie 4 vp the Rangard of 
the Croile;att the lame time, peniitts , & vidiits, 
& viiitzs, ye came and behetd them, and ouer- 
came them , O happy Cay, ON emorable bat- 
falle, © noble victory by meanes zvhereof, the 
lzauens, God tumlelt, and the Angells roy iced, 
the 
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the carth was altoniſhed, and hell rrembled for 
feare : how many croyynes haue bene prepared 
trom that houre tor yoti as conquerers £ Rememo- 
Tamini priſtinos dies, Remember 1 lay your firſt de« 
fire , when as yenot vnlike to vellells filled with 
weer, or new wine, which boyleth, and rileth, 

not able to containe \yith you the abundace of de- 
vine conſolations, ye were forced to burlt foorth 
with great violence; i into groanes,l1phes, & teares, 

and with danger telt the brickle v ffclls. ouerchat- 
ped with this violent entry of the floodes of rhe 
houſe ot God, werenor broken to pieces, 

He beinge animated with theſe motiues perle- 
nered conſtantly in the practiſe of thole vertues, 
which he had begunne to pur jn vre, and was not 
dilmayed, by any aulterity , and Cifficultie in the 
prolecutinge of that vertue , wherupon our ſou- 
[es healch dependeth , and che blefſed end of our 
pilgrimage . 

Fortell me(laid he) (nould not weeſteeme him 
3 tcole, who atter he.hath gortena 1tch treaſure 
with great trauaile ,| would lect downe, andad- 
ventuie 11 that at ane caſt of a die, 2nd loleele 

if How much prearer 1s thefolly ot a ,00d Chn- 
{t1an, or religious per!on, who hauinge gayneda 
preat trealute of merits, will plaie it awate all at 
oncecommirting ohe morrall 'Gnnel [herfore t0 
prevent fo great milchiefe . P atien;14 uobis neceſſe- 

14 eft . Pacience 18 necellory for you, By patience 
there 1s yor only vpderitood the ſuflerance of ac 
azifiues , but tharwhich is called Longanimurte, 


which 
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which is longe lufteringe, which is indeed perſe- 
terance ,.and ſtablenes of ſpirit in that which is 
go0d,whbici isſo neceſſary tor the feruant of God, 
that withour it, all is loſt , and heſhall neueren- 
1oy the promiſe, which God hath madeto him of 
the poſleſſion of the kingdome of heauen, Vt yo- 
luntatem Dei facientes reportetis prowiſsionem. That 
doinge the will of God ye mey carrie awale his 
pcomile. This 1s an abridgement of ſome of his 
vertues . The greageſt part was only knowen to 
God; And for his ations moſt remarqueable, 
the Capucins ( asthey are farre from all oftenta- 
t10ns, hidinge themlejucs trom the etes of the 
world ) have negleed to. make any exaCt cole- 
tion, Whetin (be it ſpoken without offence) 
thinke they haue done amiſle, for his Heroicall 
vertues, had not only ſerved for aperpetuall mir- 
ror, or glaſſe of millions of follles, ro drawethem 
out of the fea of the world, andto bringe them 
to the lanQuary of religion : but thad doutlefly 
lw.cd much with many obſtinate perſos in their 
{intulllife, & had torced them to admire his ver- 
tugs, wherby many would hauechanged their li» 
ues, and become better, For there 18 nothinge that 
doth preuaile more in this kind, then the example 
ot luch eminent perlons as he was; and morecucr 
tis Gods holy wil, that his frindes be prailes, 
and commended tor their aGtons, it not duringe 
their hues , becaule the corrup:1on of this age 
would call itflatcery, yetatcer their death, where 
ranitie cannot feaze vpon the loule, and when as 
theend hath crowned the worke, of 
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Of his voyage to Rome 10 the generall Chapter, 
aud What he did there. 


THE TWENTITH CHAP, 


Fer the death of Monſeiur the Duke of 
Montpenhier, the 1me.drawinge onthat he 
beinge now Proutnciall , ought to be pretent arr 
the generall Chaprter, to contult with the reſt of 
his bretheren concerninge the ſtate of their reli. 
gion, and to piuea particuler accompr of the attai- 
res of his Province, he parted immediately after 
Ealter ixom Paristo be atr Rome betore whitlon- 
1-1, For the chapter vs taen to begin. And God 
by his ſpeciall providence did lo dt{poſe, that he 
was choſen generall Defnitour by the common 
conſent of all che Prouincialls mert together, 

Thelengi} of the wy, and the great heate of 
[ymmer cauled the kinge'ihar his tourney might 
he more ealy atter hehad itaied him} to prepare 
'orhim a gailey, to bringe him trom Martellesto 
Ciiica Vettta, which w.s bur on dates 1ourney 
diltane trom Rome, They has the Sea & wind 
vant them all along their voyage, and were 
threwecly beater, with tempeltuous weather, 
winch ceated by mea1es of his prayers, not with- 
out great Wwonderment , and reioylinge ot other 
paliengers, which being driven by the windes a= 
mong the rockes, could expect yothinge bur a 
difaittous {hippwracke, Theie/incommodities of 


the 
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theſea , made his companion fall into a feuer, 
when he was :rrived at Ciuita Vetia, Wherupon 
the B: rather Angell was conſtraynedro ett him 
on horſebacke going after him the relt ot the way; 
This good religious man was much greiued ar it, 
beinge a{hamed to ride kimlelfe on horlebacke, 
& his Provincial a foote, He demanded pardon of 
hint withal ſubmiſſion: & Father Angel did leeke 
rocomfort him as much 4s he could, layinge that 
God permitted this for a greatet good, and that 
he did drawe {yyeernes our of bitternes, as water 
our of the rocke, that at their returnethey ſhould 
baue more ley{ure to repole themlelucs,thar they 
ſhould retgne themlchites ro Gods holy will, and 
with [piuttuall oifcourte, he lweetned the rigor 
ot the relt of the way , ull they came to Rome. 
W hen ie was came ro Rome, the firit thing, that: 
he d1d after he had confelled , and viſited the holy 
places, was to humbly preſent himlſelte ro his ho- 
lines, who ſceinge him proſtrate hn the ground to 
kille his feete, he litted him vpp, and gaue him his 
hand to kifle, ſhewinge extraordinary atte&tion 
to him, andreioyſnge much toſee him, whichhe 
witnefled by the cfe&s. For whiles ke letourned 
att Rome, he lent hin; every day lome confiture, 
ang luch pretents, which might not be vnhir for 
2poore Capucin to receaue, knowing wel), that 
his &ody hiuing bene delicately bred, and teddin: 
his youth, needed lome kind of reltauratiues afrec 
the trauatle of lo longa journey . The gaod Fa» 
ther receaued them with molt humble thankes, 
but 
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but he would neuer taſt of them himlelfe, but cau- 
ſed them to begiuen to the fickeperions of theit 
infirmary, 4s he was wont to do when he had re- 
ceaued the like from his trinds in Fraunce, 

This generall [Chapter 1s an aſſembly of the 
Prouincialls, of the whole order in what part of 
the world loeuer they are, with wo Garuicns of 
euery Prouince, where there are luck perfor - al- 
ſembled,that it may be truly layd, that this is the 
floure ot religion, a mirror of vertues, and an An- 

elical armic,clothed incarthly bodies, 

Here 4id the B. Father Angell make knowen 
thole graces which he had receaued trom heaue, 
and his burnning zzale -or the aduancement of 
religion , and his excellinge of indgement in fit 
ding out meanes for that end, his notable prus 
dence puttinge them into execution, which are 
the three pillers which vphould a reguler buil- 
dinge. Notwithſtandinge he cealed not fomrtimes 
to vitt his holines , who gaue him freely, and 
with great contencinent audience as often as he 
came. All Rome was hlled with the lweete 0+ 
dours of his vertues, if he palled by the (treeres, 
everie man deliredto fee him, and his naturall 
grauitie, his comlie tall itature, and his port full 
ot maieltic, appearinge vnder the modeltie of his 
poore habitt, did it;ewe what he had ben , with- 
out any intimation of thole that knevye him , I 
he entred into Churches, all admired his deuo- 
tion, Inthe Conuent all the Fathers, defired one 
aiter another, to hals conterence with him, to 
Jearn® 
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learne ſomewhar of him. The ſick perſons which 
lay vpon their ſtrawe beds, receiied great conſo- 
lation by his viſits. To be ſhort ,hauinge no other 
time for him lelfe, bur for to lay Matle, he was 
fayne to take the night time for the di\patch ot 
his publique buſmes ; and other particuler com- 
miſhons which he had, yer was be as chearetull 
the next morninge, asit he had {we rely relied, 
fell ro the lame raske ag-1ne, 

His conmpaniun wondered att this, and taking 
brotherly libertie which he had ginen to him, ad- 
moni{bed him thus, nd layd, chat this groat contle 
nuall labour would ouverchrowe his heal: h, it he 
were not more proudent in gtunge him ſelfe 
{ome ret, Yo whom he aniwycred, tharc God was 
to good , as not to haue care of his leruants, and 
that it was for him to dilpole of them as it plea- 
ſed him, and for themto put in praQile what be- 
longed to taem: and this wasathing very remar» 
queable, that in the thick clondes of to many bu- 
lines,he had allwayes almilinge,and ſerene coun» 
tenance in token of his 1nward joye, 

He was wont to lay,that God loued nothinge, 
which doth not proceed from a 1oyfull hart, and 
contentment of atte&ion, and all thole that beare 
the croſſe,do not receaue i he fruites, and benefitts 
of it, For (layd he ) I tn explicating the wordes 

'B ®t 5. Paul, God torbidd that I ſhould glorie un 
KB "ything, then in the Crolle of Chvilt , I hnde 
BW berein(layd he) three ſorts of perſons, fome that 
BB 'alute,and adorethe Croſle, but do not beare it, 
nor 
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nor glory themlelies in ic, luch are thole which 
_ can well dilcourle of it and praiſe it much, but 
when accaſton 1s preſented, they fly,and abands 
ic, There ar lome others which beare ir,bur they 
vlorienotinir, and theleare they who lufferper- 
:cutions, tribulations, or infirmities, becaule they 
can do no otherwile, herein like to Simon Sire- 
neus, which cſhſted our Sauiour in bearing: his 

croſle,bur not of good will, but by conltrainr, 

'Thiroly there are others, who do not only {a+ 
Jute, and beare the Croſle, bur they glorv therin, 
bearinge willinghe their neceſſities , and aMlic- 
tions, reioy(1oge in Gods holy will , and thanke 
God who haih youchtated ro make them parta- 
kers of his Chalice. Th laſt of thele three forts 
do only gathr the lauourous fruits of the Crolle, 
and find glory in infirmitie, lite tn death, [weet- 
nes in bicternes, 10y in lorrowwe, and an incompa- 
rable trealure in pouertie, W henceitcometh to 
paſl: many deceaue theletues, thinkinge rhat per- 
teQion confiitech in entoyinge theireale vith guſt 
and feelinge,in vitions, extaſtes,and rapts,in great 
{peculations of rhe vaderſtandinge, in delightfull 
{weecnes of the affeCtion. Bur alas ic confiiterh in 
none of thele, It is in imitating our Saviour Telus 
Chrilt ypon the Croltle, where all che Saints haue 
{ſearched him, and found im, which 1s to trauaile 
for the loue of God. This isthe marck we ought 
ro aymeat,ſtirced yp behides by the exaple of Ictus 
Chriſt, by that our Seraphicall Father S,Frauncis, 
which was a new ccucihed man, and __ 
| thels 
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theſe holy markes. Fgo enim ſtigmata Domini Teſu 
14 corpore meo porto. The chapter being finiſhed he 
beinge nov to returne to Fraunce, wentto take 
his laſt farewell of his holines, who gaue himau«= 
dience, with wonted, and accuſtomed fauour, 
and [eeing by his humble chankes, which he gaue 
for his prelentes receaued, that he was ready to 
dpart, he renewed againe great offer of his fa- 
10urs, which he retuled with great humility, as 
le had done formerly, After theſe: retules of ho- 

nors,he gaue a great Crofle of gold , with two 

chappele:s of Agats, one for his daughter Madame 

the Durcheſle, and the other tor Madamolelle de 

Monpenhfier her daiighrer , and his grandchild, 

but this could not moue his refolution , for he 

wasnot only dead to all things of the world, but 

they were allodead in him, 1o that he had neuer 

accepted them, it his holines, and the B. Father: 

Generall who was preſent, had not ablolutely 

commanded him to take them , Hauinge taken 

them he proſtrated himſelte, and tooke his ho- 

lines bleſſinge withall humilicie, w ho counſelled 
him with Fatherly charitie to continue in his glo- 
rious defignes, with promileto keepe him in his 

remembrance, and to witnes his affetion to hun 

as occ3(10n {hould be,ether for his pagticuler y or 

the yood of his religion in Generall, 

His holines requelted him often to goon horl- 
backe, and not to expole his health to the ex- 
treame heate of the lcalon, and of the climate, to 
Which he was not accultomed. W hich he cetuled 
P with 
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with great humilitie, beinge not willing ro releaſe * 
any thing of the auſterity of his order . So being 
full of zeale, afrer he had taken his leaue of the 
Cardinalls and ſome other eminent perſons , he. 
departed from Rome, the tenth of Anguſt 1608, 
leauinge the whole cicie repleniſhed, - with the * 
odour of his exemplary deuotion and admiration 
of his prudence, ; 


of his returne from Rome \ and yhat happened 
zo himin the Yay. 


THE XXI. CHAPTER, 


'$,.. 


En propoſe oftentimes, and Goddoth diſs, 
pole:his ſentences are hereby contrary to? 
their determinations. The eies of his providen 
ſee farther then the cies of our affeions; And be=" 
cauſe the preſent obie, beguilinge vs often vis 
der the appeerance of ſome good doth hinderviz”? 
that we do not duly conſider, nor vnderſtand they 
yreater, or leſſer profitt, which will redound from? 
the end, hence it commeth to paſſe, rhatGoa! 
ſeeingeas well the ſucceſle of our enterpriſes, 87 
the end which moueth vs, diſpoſeth ofren of off F 
ations , cohtrary roour deſignes, when by hi 
race he imprinteth in vs a deſire ro do nothing®* 
again|t his holy will, and to reſt our ſelues wh 
vnder his faichfull conduQ, 

This B. Father departinge from Rome , had? 
many good proiein his heade, which he cole” 
"0 
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not finiſh, becauſe God ſeeing alſo that he.had 
noe other obie@ bur himſelfe, did diſpole of all 
otherwile for his glory. | 

As he came downe, the people in all places 
being aduertiſed that he was to paſſe by them, 
preſſed much to ſee him, who ikcer they hadre- 
ceaued the fpirituall foode of his exhorrations, 
thought theraſelnes happy if rheycould kifſe his 
habict; ſo God would haue his holines of life te« 
ſtihed by his ations ro be knowen, and to haue 
ſomeparcell of that honor , which is nowdue to 
him, and which h2: entoyeth for ener, You might 
haue leene many principall men of the nobiliie 
to, go foorth co meere him,inſtantly requeſtinge 
| himrorake vp his lodginge with them , Which 

he did neuer w_y_ , or very ſeldome, when he 
could retire himſelfe to any conuenr:for although 
he were neuer lopoorely treated , he tooke fart 
more contentment to be there, then hedid where 
there was rich plentie of all chinges , havings 
. long ſince forſaken rich, and plentifull meanes, to 
embrace pouertie, with hartie, and true affeQtion. 
' Religious men were as much cheered with his 
prelence, as ſecular, euery one was edified with 
the fight of him only, beſides the fruit whickthey 
- gathered, by kis diſcourſe, and conference . For 
a8 hediſcourſed often and moſt effeQually of that 
Which {wayeth moſt in our affetion , ſoe he ha- 
uing his ſpirit bent principally to a rigorous ob- 
ſeruance of his vowes, did ſpeake of this ſubieQt | 
' hot without admiration , ſethet one time (1 
( P 2 know 


4 


22x Thelife of the Renerend Father 
know not whether it were in Fraunce, or in Italy) 
ſpeaking to the religious, and taking a ſimilitude 
of the Pomegranate (he aid) If ye haue oblerued, 
the Pomegranate hath foure things. The fiſt is 
the outward Rine, or barke which is rough, bard, 
and bitcer. The ſecond is the ſweet fruite within. 
Thethicd is the multitude of rgd graines,whichar 
{o well ordered, and lertt rogether,that they ſeeme 
ro bello many rubies. The tourth is that it hath in 
the topp,a taire crowne. This is an hierogliphick 
of the ſtate ot religious, euery ur + man 
ought to reſemble this , much more euery con- 
uent,and the whole order of religion. They ought 
to be (harpe inaulteriries, faſtinges, diſciplines, 
ſhircts of hard , hairein poore clothing and trea- 
ting of their bodies &c. But with ikis outward 
ſharpenes, and birrernes , there is mixed inward 
tiweernes, the conlolations of the holy piric, the 
wward cheeringe, and entertaynement of 
God which hegiueth to a good ſoule , the ex+ 
ercile of hislawe, the hope of future glory , the 
{weetnes which is felt in doinge good workes, 
and in the obferuance,of Gods commandements, 
and his rule, this is the lweet fruit of the Pome- 
granate. The third thing is the multitude of grai» 
nes, the vnion, the order, the dilpoſfition, the co- 
lour . This betokeneth the multitude of good 
workes, the vnion, the charitie, the peace which 
ought ro beamong vs, order in allthings, that 
no man hinder his companion, but that heayde : 


him, thatall with one hart be A 
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and fernent; And wig Fu be ſo, whatremay- 
neth butthe crowne of the Pomegranate, the re- 
compence of eternall glory which God hath pro- 
miſedtovs. The conlideration wherof oughtro 
make vs thinke all paine, and rrauaile, light, and 
ſleight. Heconfirmed this with infinite examples 
taken our of ſcripture, and prophane authors, ſoe 
that his wordes wereas piercinge ſhafts, which 
wounded the hearts of the hearers , or rather as 
hrebrands to kindle the fire of deuinelouein their 
ſoules, and toenablethem to ſuffer, and beare the 
Croſle of their maſter. 

As hecameneereto Turin, heworild not enter 
into.the citie, bur ſaid it was beſt to retire theme 
ſelues to a Conuent of their order called Noſtra 
Dona de Ia Campana: diſtant abour a league from 
the towne, which he did the ratherto auoid the 
occaſion of viſiting the Dukes highnes, For ha- 
uing baniſhed all curioſity from his affeftion, he 
declined as much as he could poſſibly the mee- 
tinge of great perſons, But he did attempt this 1n 
vaine, forby what accident Iknowe nor, or whe- . 
ther by Gods diſpoſition for ſome good, hemerr 
the Dukes highnes in the way , who after he 
knewe him,entertained him withall poſſible cur- 
tele. Heenterrained about halfe 4, 0 diſ- 
courfinge with him about Fraunce, Rome, and 
ſome matters of ſtate , and religion . The good 
Fatherexcuſed himſclte, as oreſſed and ſtreight- 
, hed by little rime, wherupon, his highnes told 
him, that he would come to him the nexr mor- 
P 3 ninge, 
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ninge, a5 he did, and paſſed the whole morninge 
with himinthe Conuent. 

This nightthe B. Father began to ſicken, and 
had alirrle hit of an ague, which brake his repole, 
yer thinkinge that ic was a matter of nothinge, 
arditwas only the wearines of his long 1ourney, 
he ceaſed not the next mornioge after he had ſaid 
maſle, to entertaine his highnes againe tio or 
three houres, who offered him all courteſ1es,thar 
lay in his power, and prayed him to b2 mindtull 
of him in his holy lacrihices. Of whom, after he 
had taken his leaue, he went on his way towardes 
Riuoly, where there isa Conuent of Capucins, 
Riuolyisa little towne {cituated wel for fertility, 
ewo leaguesfrom Turin, This good Father repo- 
ling there, purpoledto haue gone thence the next 
morningeatter maſle, which was the day of the 
markes of S, Frauncis. But alas he was defeated of 
his purpoſe; For as he was att the altar , he was 
taken with a great ſhaking, and rrembling of his 
ague, that he cold hardly huſh maſlle;loe that 
aſloone as he had ended, he was cartied into his 
chamver,and neuer went of1t till ic had rendered 
his loule in.o the ha:1des of him that gaue it hims 


of hs death» 
THE XXII. CHAPTER: 


Tz Dukes highnes had no ſooner vnder- 
{tood that his icknes had made this ooo0d * 
| F a» 
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Father keepe his bed, but he ſent preſently his beſt 
Phificiang, and his Apothecarie to viſict him, and 
yeeld him all helpe and comfortthey could;com- 
manding them expreſl+,rto haue a ſpecial] careof 
him, andto ſerue him with as much aftcQion, as 
they would ſerue himlelfe . They frgnited fo 
much ro him, and performed it really, [paring not 
paine, nor mony, and employing their beſt ende- 
uours to alaje the heate of his heuer, which was 
lo violent, that they could do him liccle ,, or noe 
good, 

The B: Father judging by the extremitie of his 
diſeale, that he could not continue long, andthat 
he was come to the end of his pillgrumage,re- 
11gned himſelfeinto rhe handes of God , Bur as it 
1s the manner of the moſt perfeQ, ro miſtruſt 
their meritts, eltceminge themlelues {0 much the 
greater ſinners, as they abound moxein grace, he 
{aid chat itifplealed God to haue compaſſion on 
him, he would yerliue, hauinge not done the pe- 
nace which his fianes required, Herein not valike 
co S, Francis who atter many yeares of penace was 
alwaies but vpon his beginnings; And lo turning 
his choughts to this end, he began with humble 
thankes giuinge to God tor the care He had oi his 
loule, knowinge that Gods holy hand, layeth ate 
flictions, and diſcales vpon vs, accordinge to out 
forces, or according to tuch forces , wherwith he 
Gilpoſerh to fortihe and ſtrengthen vs, For when 


Wwe confiderdolows,and aMiftions in their owne 
P 4 obict 
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objeQt with the eie only of nature, we haue cauſe 
to be deieted with ſadnes, bur fince we are not 
only men, but Chriſtians alſo, we ought by the 
power of grace to 69nfider them better , and 
pearcing through the cloudes, of the accidents 
of this life, beholde cleerlie Gods holy dilpo- 
ſition , and lift vp our ſpirits high, and lo lee 
the end, which is deſigned to all , and comftore 
our lelues in the preat profits , and benehers 
which are! to redonnd to vs thereby . This me- 
ditation tunck into the hart ofthis B. Father, loe 
that in the extremeſt paines of his diſeaſe , he 
was as thoughe he had ben vnſenſible . Bleſſed 
* (layd he!) are rhey who futter anie thinge for 
heauen, their dolours,and preifes {halbe recom- 
penced with ioy and gladnes; the more we lut- 
ter, the more we fatishe for the paynes due to 
our ſins, this is the great mercie of God, which 
doth puniſh our finnes and crimes in this world. 
For fo we depart our of it with expeCtation of 
more cotnfort , Afterward he was viſited by 
manie that were well affected to his order, 
which inſteede of giuinge him comfort, recea- 
ued it trom him , in foe much that they who 
entred t9 Tee him full of forroxye , departed 
from him with great contentment, wondering 
much ot| his great conſtancie , He made them 
vnderſtand how much it importeth to line wel, 
it we will dye well, and how hard it is to come 
$0 heauen , which 18 a place of lo great puririe, 


How 
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Howe likewiſe thoſe abule themſelues , hr 
deterre the amendement of their lives ro their 
end, whereas it falleth our,that lelldome he dyeth 
well, who hath lived ill , He did entercaine 
them with thele, and the like diſcourſes , All 
the religious of the Conuent one after another 
viſited him, whom he inſtanthe betoughr ro 
aſſiſt him with cheir 4acrihces , and prayers , 
and to begg of God pardon tor his finnes, and 
elpeciallie that he might be holpen by the laſt 
Sacrament, when they lawe ft time , without 
waytinge the extremitie , wherin was danger of 
commirringe an irrecouerable fault, 

His Companion was allwayes with him , 
and entertayned him allwayes in fpirituall 
cilcourte , He prayed him to recite deuoutly the 
prayers of the Romane ceremoniall , made to 
this particuler end for the comtort , and reliefe 
of lick perlons , For amonge other prayers he 
made great account ( as agood Chriſtian ought) 
of thole deuotions which the Church doth vie, 
and of the ceremonies of his orcer, which haue 
a particuler vertue for thoſe ends which they 
were 1nſtituted , 

He growinge weaker dayly by the violence of 
bis dileale, which grewe vpon him, he defired to 
fortihe himlelte, with the buckler of a true Ca- 
tholick in this laſt ation, W herfore atter he had 
conteſſed with his accuſtomed deuotion, he pray- 
ed them-char they would bring him the B.Sacra- 
menr, 
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ment which he knewe, not only to be the ſtregth 
of his ſoule, and the foade therof, bur alloe an 
appeaſement of his bodily dolours, The Reue- 
tend Father Prouinciall yelding to his requeſt, 
allrhough hethoughr he was not 1n ſuch extre- 
mice, brought it him after Martins , accompas 
nied in| proceſſion with all che rel1gious of the 
Conuenr.O what cleuation of his toule ha heart 
the fight ot his Sauiour vayled vnder the Sacra- 
ment, His Cheekes becomminge vermilion red 
as the role, and his teares rricklinge downe his 
cies witneſſed [ufficiently, what inward diſcourle 
he had with his Saujour, caprtmwatinge all his fa- 
Culties, and pouvers to giue him thankes for fo 
reat a beneht, Before he reccaued , he would 
tollowe this lait a&io of S. Frauncis to dy naked, 
and depriued of all things , ſauinge the loue of 
God, Wherefore he befought Fa.Prouinciall, that 
be might conligne into his handes, ſome ſmall 
e)qgry mobi his holines had (ent to Madame 
ts danghter , He pur allſo thole memorialls 
which he had of the affaires of their general co 
ter into the hands of his companion, alluring at 
fo the Fa. Prouincjal,thatifhe did alſo commit to 
him the other preſents, that he ſhould ſati:he the 
tention of {1s holines : and as for himfelte,heY 
deſired nothinge more then ro deprive himfellt 
| 
| 


of rhe proprictic of the lcalt things that could be 
imagines,co polleſle God more pertettiy, Haung 
ofren in his mouth the wordes of the Apolltle, 
Mabi panere Chriftus eit, © mori lucrum , Vnto md 

(0 
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to liue, is Chriſt, and to dy is gaine, Moreouerhe 
demanded leaue of the Fa, Prouinciail to renewe 
his vowes, and to offer them a fre{h ro God, the 
which he hauing once con!ecrated co God,neuer 
had any mind to change i;,allthovgh the violence 
of the people tooke him from his Conuenr, pro« 
| teſtinge now that 1t was againii his wuhand that 
| whiles he was our, he allways longedafter thar, 
which hedid enioy att this preſent, He did al this 
| | withextraordinaric deuotion , and hauinge pro- 
| | nounced the wordes very diflinflic, he made a 
| briete exhortation, but verie feruent to thole that 
aſſiſted him, and {hewed to them the contentmet 
| | which his {olitude had cauled ro him: he com- 
mended much the perfeion, and happie ſtate of 
religion, laying that God doth drawe his frinds 
toir tofeede them with the {weete milke of his 
grace,not that they ſhould liue as they did betore, 
the life ofplants, tor that is but earthly, northe 
life of ſenſible creatures, tor that is but brutal,nor 
the life of men onlie, fot that 1s bur humane, nor 
the life of the Angells, tor that ig but creared,bur 
olive of the verie life of the diuinitie, for he wil 
make vs liue, and entoy his efſence;and his eflence 
1s lite, and the {piinge of lite: with thee 18 the 
founcaine of life 1ay« Dautd, fo he wil make them 
enter ito the lite, whici1 he liuveth himiſclte with 
the Son, andthe holy Gliolt in the companie of 
thole, among men, ang Angells, whom ir hath 
picaled himto make worthie of fo great grace, 
All his bretheren ſtandinge about hum couched 
as 
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as children about their dying Father, ſhewin 
great (ignes of heauines, and aſtoniſhed at his fer- 
uour, ſeemeing to heare the holy Ghoſt ſpeake 
throughe his mouth, and exhort them to rhe 
dutie. In concluſion he with his cies full of teareg, 
anda [pirit rauiſhed with holy deuotion demar- 
ded humbly, pardon of all, both preſent, and ab- 
{ent, which aſloone as he had done, he receaued 
the holy Sacrament with ſa much deuotion, that 
all the aſſiſtants felt their hearts rouched witha 
lw:etcompuntion, and an ardent defire to make 
themlelucs worthie of fo bleſſed an end, 

The next morninge his companion ſeeinge 
him repoſe more then ordinarie1n great quietnes 
of body, and lpirit(as he thought) moſt ſweetlie, 
andnot knowing the reaſon of foluddaineachan- 
ge,thoughrthat it was ſome beginninge of an al- 
, terati6, whereupon his better helth a1d depend, 
W herfore heretired into a chamber hard by,and 
aduertiſing the religious,thatthey ſhould not ett» 
ter in to him, leaſt they ſhould breake his repoſe 
which ſeemed to be better,then he had al the time F 
of his ſicknes, he was abſent for the ipace of two, 
or three houres,in which time he rookealitle reſt 
vpon a ſtrave bed, hauinge paſled lome nights 
before without once cloſinge his eies.W hiles he 
tooke this little leepe, or rather ſlumber, he lee 
med to bein a great Churchyard , where a quite 
of Angells, made a moſt [weete harmonie , he 
heard them with great attention, admiring at the 
beautie, and behauiour of thele heauenly picys 
Atrct: 
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Afterward he ſeemed to come neare a Coffin all 
be ſett with floures, whoſe odour was meruailous 
fragrant & ſweere, vpon this he wakened fodain- 
ly, and fearinge leaſte the good Father had yelded 
vp his ſpiritt (for in ſuch caſes dreames do much 
afright vs)went to his chamber, & openinge ſoft- 
liethe chaber doore, he was preſently ſpied by the 
ſick perſon, who asked him tro whence he came, 
and how longe he had ben abſent, it 1s about 2, 
houres {ince(laid he)that 1 ſeeing youlyelo quiet, 
I withdrewe my lelfe to take lome reſt , I had 
thought (ſays the ſick Fa: ) that it had hardly ben 
aquarter of an houre, for my loule was neuer in 
ſuch a calme,being as it were rapt from me, & ful 
of luch joye,and contentment , that I can not ex- 
preſic ir, for irſurpaſſeth all kind of harmoniegand 
other contentment whereof the ſenle 1s capable, 
Then his Companion knowinge that there was 
lomething lupernaturall in this ation told him, 
what repreſentation he had in his fleepe, & how 
that ſhortened his ſleepe , which the good Fa; 
hearing ſaydto him z Speake nothing of it I pray 


| you, but pray to God thathis holy wil be don; lo 


did he flie olteration, & the more he weakened, & 
adaled his body in the outward man , the more 
ltrenpth,& honor had hein the inward man. 

This rauiſhing ot {pirit,and extraordinary fere- 
nitie of his countenance did encreale more as he 
cecayed1in body , and as death came on apace, 
Which was a great proofe ro make vs beleeue, 
that he had allrcadie taſted ſome dropp of that 
heauene 
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heauenlie deuine liquor, wherewith the'B.ſonles 
are made druncke in Paradiſe, For this 1s the opi- 
nion of the belt Deuines in miſticall Diuinine, 
Which is not contrarie ro faithe, or reaſon, thar it 
1s poſir' le, and allo permitted, to a good foule,to 
haue ſome feelinge of the ioyes of heauen before 
death, fo that ir become capable therot with a 
lincere will, and due preparation. And why not? 
ſeeing that God, which 1s the obieCt of our felis 
Citie in what ſtate locucr we be, leeing allways 
God in heauencleerely, and in this lite within che 
obſcuritie of fai:h, can it it pleale him drawe the 
Ccurtaine, andreprelent himlelte wichour cloude, 

or obſcuritie, not to the eies ot our body, which 

are to0 terreſtriall , but ro thole of the loule, 
which are the lame , after death or duringe 
Our lite, | : 

After this extaſie he ſeemed to haue a fre(h con- 
ſtancie, as though he had nor felt any euill ar all 
allthough the heate pretently after retiringe from 
him, he was depriued of the ordinary mouing 
of his limnes. He earnettly requeited that he F | 
201:0h receaue the Sacrament of extreme vnaion, | | 
as the laſt buckler af detence againſt the aflaulrs JF | 
of Sathan, which beinge more firce att ſuch ti F | 


mes, then atany other, make oftenthole that are 
moſt ſtrong, to taulter, and faint, His deſire was 
ſatisfied, and hauinge receaued it with ioyned 
handes, and his cjes litred vp ro heauen, and his 
hart ro God, he !pake thele wordes worthy to} 
be gratien vpon the marble of cternirie, or __ 

1N tac 
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in the hearts of deuout ſoules,that they may make 
vie ofthem in ſuch conflitts, God be bleſſed, ] an 
noly fortified on all ſides , and ſoe Well armed from 
rope t9 Foe, that 1 do not feare my enimy. 

The Dukes highnes beinge much afflited for 
the acknes of this bleſſed Father, befides the Phi- 
ſitian, and Apothecarie, who wereallwaies with 
him, ſent euery day lome of his gentlemen to vi 
fit him, and afſure him ot his aftc&zon, & ro knovy 
in what ſtate he was . Thertore he vwasaccuſto= 
med toentertaine them with {pirituall diſcourſe, 
piting chem allwaies ſome good rule howto liue 
in Gods grace , amiddeſtthe great ſplendours of 
cour:, His companion ſeeinge that one of.theſe 
gentlemen would haue driue him intoa diſcourſe 
touchinge nobilitie, and efteeminge that the Fa- 
ther drevye on towards his end, putt himin mind 
of himlelfe and laid , Ab hoc memento pendet eterni= 
tas . Of this moment dependeth erernitie , mean 
ninge the moment of death, 

Thele yordes moued himſo much, thatimmes« 
diatcly throwing himſelte downe to thecentre of 
our naught, he elteemed himſelte one of the greas 
teſt hinners of the world, and vpon this occaſion 
he made anexhortation of the loue of God, of the 

nature , qualitie, and fruites of it, and of that, 
which weare to render in exchange of his perſon, 
or 1n the perſon of our neighbour in whom his 
Image 1s repreſented, And this he yttered with fa. 
much teruour, zeale, and deuotion , and ſtrength 
of lungs, asit he had preached in ſome pulpitr in 


good 
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good ſtate of health , and he witcneſſed ro them | 


thathis heart purt in praſtiſe more then his toung 
did expreſle,tloe that the Phiſitians and otherlear= 
ned men who were preſent hearing him cry lo 
forceably three times. O loue, O loue, O loue of 
God, his face being all on hre , and his heart ra- 
uiſhed on bigh,could not but exceedingly won- 
der at this, andlaid that this ſeemed to them,ra- 
ther to be the voice of an Angell, then of man. 

Immediately atcer he called for the Crucihx, 
and holding it deuoutly in his handes, his {piric 
which was not weakened, {uppliedro him mar- 
ter of feruent, and deuour meditation of Chriſts 
death , and paſſion Hill luch time, as his forces 
wholy torlaking him he contented himlelfe to lay 
Ielus Maria, with a wonderfull cendernes of {ou- 
le, and yett lett not go his hold of the Crucihx, 
butkept it in his handes. 

Prelently his tounge which was the inſtrument 
of conuer{10n of loe many ſoules, and the Angell 
of conſolation, benummed 1n his palate,cealed ro 
do its.proper funRion halte an houre betore he 
departed. And then the hgne ot his cies and han» 
des were in{truments of his hearr, by which he 
wittnel[ed to the Prieſt that he vnder{tood, and 
Iiked ot thole wordes, which he ſpake to him, and 
aſſiſtinge him in lo dangerous a paſlage, till fuch 
time, as by adcepeſ1ighe comming trom the depth 
of his heart,he yeelded vp his foule into the han- 
des of his Redeemer, and vyas receaucd into the 


handes of Angells, 
This 
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This was the eight , and twentich day of Sep« 
rember 1608. the ſ1x and fortich of his life,and the 
nvyoand twentie of his conuerhon among the Ca- 
pucins, that he rendered this his talent ro God; 
who had giuen it him, andrendered it with hun- 
dred fold profitr, which he had gorren by his tra= 
vale, After his death his face changed not in co- 
lour, his eies liircd vp to heauen ſeemed to ſhewe 
ſome little lmilinge, his armes lay a crofſe ypon 
his ſ(tomacke , A mart would not have thought 
that he had bene dead, il his limmes being all cold 
had nor lo{t all manner ot heate, and feelinge; 
His companion in whoſearmes he would dy in 
witines of his atfeQion, ſpake to him as yep ha- 
uinge rendered his ſfoule , The Phifitian felt his 
pulte, and put his hand on his mouth , thinking 
that his loule was not yet departed, when it was 
entoyingethe recompence ot his meritts, In hne 
hisloule wentfrom him lo {weetly, that it gatie 
no ſigne of departure by any contraCtion ot the 
bodie (4s is ordinary) but only thar it liued be- 
| fore, and noxy had no life, 

The Dukes highnes bauinge heard the tioings 
of his death, being much grieued for the loſle of 
lo worthy a perlonage, purpoled to goe, and lee 
bm, and honor his funerall with his preſence: 
bur iis Phifirian diverted him, becaule he had 
'eentlometpotts vponthe bodie of this good Fa- 
ther, which he thought might be rokens of rhe 
purples, and fo his highnes might incurre fome 
Unger therby « W hereupon he gaue Gm—_— 

if 
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his Phiſacian, ro lee him embalmed, and' ro putt 
him into a coffin of leade , and coner it with a 
cloth of black veluerr,defwinge that he might be 
fo buried: as he was in the Chappell of thar Con» 
uent, 


Of the tranſportiuge of his body to Paris. 


THE THREE, AND TWENT(TH 
CHAPTER. 

W/ Hiles the body of this bleſſed Father did re- 
polear Rinoly, the heauy newes of his death 
was brought to his daughter Madame the Dut- 
cheſle, who was much afflicted with the tydings 
of it , Her loue anſwerable to his Fatherly loue, 
would not permitt her, to leaue his bodie lo farr 
of trom her, & therfore rooke order that it ſhould 
be tranſported to Paris, ſhelent for this purpoſe 
the Governor of Dombes in Sauoy,to requeſt the 
Dukes highnes both in her vncles name the Cat» 
dinall Ioycule, as allo in her owne, that he would 
not retule his content ro the remouinge of her Far 
thers booie. His highnes accorded to ir, yet very 
fory he was that Piedmont ſhould be depriued of 
that rich trealure, having already toird & knowen 
the profitt of it by many effeQs, whole ſoule was 
powerſp to aſlilt the neceſlicies of thoſe, who 
ad recourle to him tor his interceſſion ro Gods 
He was taken thence with many teares,and great 
ſorro\ye ,, the Dukes bighnes had three ſonnes, 
Monſieur the Prince Maior, Moſcigneur the Gen 
nau 


”— 
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nall,and Monfteur the prince Thomas, who aflil- 
tedthere withall their trayne, and bearinge great 
torches of white wax intheir handes , accompas« 
nied the body on foore two miles from Rinoli, 
doing him this honor dueco his pierie,att the re- 
moue of his bodie, which they could not do be« 
fore att his death, norar his buriall. 

There was foure religious of his order which 
were alliyays about his coffin, and {ollowed it (as 
they hal commancementro doe ) enen to Paris. 
Through the villages as they pailed, rhe Curarts 
with the people came out ro meete the Corps mM 
proceſſion: the rownes where there were mante 
Ecclehaſhicall perlons atiembled, they didthelike 
in ge1crall proceſſions, and did thinks ita fauout 
from keauen, that this precious Iewell paſſed by 
them, hopinge ro obc2yne thereby the influence 
of ſome particuler grace by his meanes, 

W hen he came io Lyons, the pri:cipall per- 
lons of the cicie came to receaue him,and all the 
clergie & Reltgivus went our with a great num» 
ber of rorches, and lightes ro condudt him to the 
Conuent of the Capucins, who were attended 
with ſuch multitudes of people,that they could 
hardly pate, 

Madam Durcheſſe of Merceeur earneſtly entrea- 
ted Maca the Durchelle of Guale,thar ſhe would 

letc her haue for a prelent the hearr of her father, 
to be keptasa precious relique inthe Conuenr of 
the religious woemen of S, Clare, called orher- 
Wile daughters of the paſſion, which is one ofthe 
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moſt goodly monaſterjes of this order , and 
a wittnes of the great pizrie of this Princeſle, 
which cauſed it to be built in the ſuburbs of 


ab. 


Saint Honore, right againſt the monaſterie of 


the Capucins, to the erefting whereof, this 
good Father had contributed all he could by 
his good 2duile, andemployemenr,and had prea» 
ched there the hrit day, when the firſt 1welue 
were cloled vp, att which time Monleigneur the 
Cardinall oft Gondy performed the relt of the 


othce. 


There was ſome difficultie made in yeldinge 
to this demand, for as much as the heart hauinge 
ben pur,, and cloled within, the body couered 
with lyme, and {ome [weete herbes , when his 
Highnes cauled it ro be embalmed,it was thought 
that beſides the naturall courle of all the parts of 
the bodie , there had ben lome corruption calls 
ſed, and haſtened by thole thinges applyed, note 
withſtanding thele reatons his body was opened 
apaine art Lyons in the preſence of the Gouer» 
nour of Dombes, of Monheur Prefidenr, & ſome 
others, and his heart was taken foorth as found, 


freſh, and bloud-ruddy , as att the houre of hi 


death, not withour great aſtoniſhment of all 
thale that lawe it, The Jame day the office was- 


fayd for him, ( as it was in all other places 


where his body [tayed) and the prefle. of people 
Was lo great, and the clamours and cryes foe 
lowde,both of people wichout, and within the 
Church, that a Father of the order being to make 


- 


a Fu- 
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a Funeral oration,was conftrayned to begin with 
thefe wordes, Silence people, ftlence. 

After the office they departed, and went on 
their way towardes Paris , whereof the inhabi- 
tants of Neuers beinge aduertited, and teeinge fo 
precionsa Tewell art theirgare,vyenrt ourtto meete 
him in great toopes, withan incredible reuerence 
and deuotion , They did him the ſame honor as 
he hadartt Lyons , and the next day the Biſhopp 
withall folemne ceremonye, condu@ed him at- 
rer to the barke , nor withour rhe great ſhouts 
of many, and teares of others : in the like manner 
he was receaued in all places, The eleuenth of 
Iune his body came to Parts, and was receaued 
with that reſpeQtull deuotion as may be well ad- 
mired , but not expreſſed « The Capucins went 
foorth to meete his body a league our of the 
towne, accopanied with a great preſle of people. 
All the houſhold feruants of Madame the Dut- 
chelle his daughter, went foorth alſo two , and 
two , on horlebacks in moorninge weedes. The 
Capucias came afcer in the lame order,euery one 
, carrying a light of white wax in his hand ſinginge 

the office, and iufiragefor the dead, according to 
their ordinary manner of plaine ſonge. After tol- 
lowed the body carried betywyeene two mules,co- - 
vered with a gray cloth as the beere allo was with 
« wiice Crolte of cloth (torto it was ordered by 
Monleigneur Cardinall de1oyeule accordingeto 
the direQtion herein from his holines) And there 
followed a great companie of Knightes of the _ 
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two orders of the Kinge., Amonge other Mon» 


| Geur Duke of Elpernon his brother in lawe. Mons. 


fieur le Grand the mafter of horfe, Mofieur de Roe» 
quelaure , and many others, in whole tace a 
man might have regde 'the forrowe of their 
harts, not for the lofſe only of ſo worthie a kinks 
man , but ſuch a ſpirittall Father, who dus 
ringe hislife raught them the way to heauen by 
his holy exhortations, and encouraged them to 
{urmont al difficulries with manly courage what» 
foeuer they were, by his extraordinary manner of 
vertuous lite. It was thoughtthat there was 4- 
boue an hundred thouſand perſons, within the 
ſtreet, or in windowes, or Coaches, who were the 
beholders of the reception of his bodie . And b& 
fides theſe great multitudes, atr Paris there were 
fourteenc pariſhes which accompanied him from 
the country rotind about, and the devotion of 
many was {o great towardes him, that they could 
not be kepr from cuttinge ſome little parcells of 
the cloth which couered the biere, rakinge alſo 
the floures wherwith it was fetr, ro keepe them 
as reliques. k : 
The Capvcins watched all the nighr abont the 
body , and the next day had a folemne ſeruice, 
wherat Madame de Guiſe his davghter was pre-- 
ſenc, who by her conſtancie made knowena ver- 
rue ſurpaſſinge nature: all the principall Signeurs 
were allo prelent. After thelervice he was bu- 
red before the highaltar of the Capucins, where 


they haue permitted conrary tothe cuſtome of 
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their order,thatthis inſcription ſhould be graued 
ypona marble ſtone. 


Hoc tumulo ſunt offs Reverend: Patris Angels de 
loyeuſe olam Ducis, Paris, ac Mariſcallis France , & 
iy Prouincis Occitania provegis: qu in iþſo etatis flore, 
rt rorum ſe Chrifto addiceret, tor honores, & opes abs 
iecit, & 01dinem Capucinorum mygreſſus in eoreliquun 
vite tranſegit, fingulari pietatis , & bunnlitatis ex- 
emplo, in quo tandem obijt, cum pro ſecunda vice eſſet 
Provincidlis Proumcie Francie, & Definitor Capuuli 
generalis, anno Chriiti 1608, 4. Calend oftobris, 


Henrica Henrici Montiſpenſeri) Ducts vidue Patri 
chariſsumomerens poſuit. 

In this tombe are the bones of the Reuerend 
Father Angell of [oyetſe,hererofore Duke, Pere, 
and Marſhall of France, and Liefrenant of Lange- 
dock, whoin the very floure of his age, that he. 
might giue himſelfe wholy co God, delpiſedio 
many honors, and riches, and entring into the or» 
der of Capucins,lpent thereſt of his life in it with 
linguler example of piety , and humilicy;wherm 
he died att length when he was the fecond time 
Prouinciall of the Prouinces of Fraunce, and De- 
finitour of the Generall Chapter in the yeare of” 
our Lord 1608. onthe fourth of the Calends of 
October, +. 

Henryets the WidoWe of Henry Duke of Mont- 
penſier mowrninge, cauſed this to be done for her moſt 


deare Father. qo 4 
Q+4 of 
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Of his miracles... 


THE FOVRE, AND TWENTITH. 
CHAPTER. 
Odis pleaſed co honor much his frinds, and 
when irpleaſeth him he raylerhthemtoche 
ropp of greatnes, and maketh their aftipas log 
much more honorable , and memorable amange 
men, as they haye lought to keepe them, hidden 
from the etes of men,when they pertormed them, 
Bur as there ar. diuerle waies tocome to heauen, 
ſo God draweth vs, by diuerle contrary meanes, 
as his grace freely giugenare diverle, and vocatzons 
much differinge one from an other, For ſometake 
the way of Angelicall counſells, others do cons 
tent themſe]ues with: treadinge the great beaten 
way of Gods commandements, In tneas uw the, 
heauenly Hierulalem there are twelue ports , by, 
which every Chriſtian (foule may, if it will, enter, 
fo, God vieth diuerle meanes to make knowen 
the glory of his elet:his purpole is but enewhich 
be hath to make appeere glorious, but his waies 
to that end are ditierle by which he carrieth them, 
and bringeth them to have glory. He maketh 
Hui account of prompt obedience to their cal- 
inge, asthat was of S, Matheyye , In others he 
make:h the effects of an extraordinary conuerſion 
Thine molt brightly, as he did towards $; Mary 
Magdalene, He guigetb ſame others by the paths 
of tome \willdernes «s he Gd S. Hilarton, Some 
A other 
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other by the waye of pouertie as $, Fracis. He ma-. 
keth lome to be renowaed for miracles as S, Gre- 
gory, Who was before {urnamed Thaumaturgus, 
which is a worker of wonders,and all theſe by the 
grearnes of the glory, which now rhey entoy. 

By this we may gueſle what crowne of glory 
this B.Father hath receyued, & with what honor 
we ought to celebraie his memory; for what voca- 
yon was more deuine then his?For his coauerho. 
(Ido not {peake from {inne to grace, but from the 
world toreligion) what more promptttor his yer- 
tues were theynot many, and moſt eminent? 

Butlame wil aske what miracles hath he dony 
thedilcourle of this I hauerelerued for this Chap- 
ter, How many Saints arc there in heauen, which 
haue done no miracles? Iefus Chriſt conuerhinge 
' amonge men,did commend much the fanCtitie of 
S.lohn Baprilt aboveall others, and yet the holy 
(cripture doth not make metion of any miracle of 
his.Itis God which doth them , to wirtnes to 
men,the greatnes of his ele, which being well 
knowen by the excellency of their vertues, he ſel- 
dome doth extraordinary things:o that although 
Fa, Angell acuer had done,nor cuer ſhould do any 
miracle,there were no more doubt ro be made of 
his ſaRitie, the if he ſhould do hudreds euery day. 
For who will dare to cal in queltion, whecher his 
B, toule be in heauen ? that foule I lay that hath 
6:lpiled honors, tragnpled vnder his feete warlaly 
pled gives the defie to fortune: that foule to 
whom delights haue ben bitrer,pleaſures haue ben 
[rOU*s 
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rroubles, contearments aMiQions , the world. 
feareful deſert,and the court a hell ful of rorturess 
Thar ſoule which eue fromthe cradle ſought the | 
way to heauen , and warily oblerued the wayes 
which it did tread, and left nor it (elfe inthe labos 
riath of marriage, that ſoule which being masked 
with the fallevilard of temporal honors, law not- 
withitandinge her owne good , and was able to 
dilcerne it from falſeſemblances, & allo embrace 
ie conſtantly , That toule , whoſe vertues were 
eater,then his noble race, & of great courage in 
ubduinge paſſions, as in conquering his enemies, 
That ſoule that checked the pride of his mate the 
body by great auſterities, & mortifications, which 
tooke repoſe, and comfort , where lenfuall men 
finde great paine, and labour, That foule to which 
prayer was foode , and nouriſhment , diſciplines 
{weere contentments, faſtings were banquets, pe- 
nances comtorts, trauaile good entertainmet,cha- 
ſtirie,was his delight, obedience was authoritie, - 
pounertie wasriches, a hard ſtrawe bed was loiter 
then a Downebedd,a little cell, a goodly palace, 
and a cloiiter was a city, where he had che vtmolt 
heaped mea{ſire, and accompliſhment of his harts 
delire, That loule patient in aMitions, modeſt i 
all occaſtons, humble amonge the ot his own pro» 4 
feſſio, burningin the Joue ot God,charitable rows 
ards bis neighbour, benigne, & officious rovwards 
eueryone,promprt to lerue Goo, hilt inthe quirey 
and in all good exerciſes , Thar foule that was 


prudent in the conduRinge ir ſelfe and other, To 
t be 
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be briefe, that holy ſoule, which within the veſtell 
of a humaine body , led an Anpells life, - whoſe 
cleannes exceeding the ſun beames, ſhal ſeruefor 
alight of comfort co thoſe that will open their 
eies, to bebold the beaury of it. And ſhould this 
ſoule after to many graces be fruſtrated of glory? 
\V hat then ſhall become of chole verrues, aulte» 
rites, faſtings, mortifications,prayers, watchings, 
dilciplines, exhorrations, and voyages? what 
{hall become of his honors deſpiſed , riches for» 
laken, dignities banniſhed, and prear fortunes a+ 
bandoned 2 ſhall that patience terue him for no+ 

thinge, when he ſuffered his beard to be pluck 

contemptuoutly ? ſhall that humility wantexal- 

tation, Which lodgedin a poore ſtable? that fer- 

vour ſhall it be without fruit, which made the 

blood flowe from his body by ſharpe chaſtice- 

ment? {hall nor char pouertie be richly rewarded, 

which made him begg,8& endure hunger, where 

he mighr haue bene plentifully, and delicately 

treated? char loue of God, and charitie towards 

his neighbour, which made himleeſe his ordinary 

reteion, ſhall they be floures without bringinge 

toorth fruite? Thoſe exrahes, holy rapts, ano mu- 

hque of Angels heard of him alittle before death, 

thall itend with his life? ſhall Father Angell þe 

deprived of the viſion, and fight of God, who was 

alwaiestheobieC of his thoughts, his delires, his 

ations, while he was a pilgrime inthis hife? No 

certainely, God is arewarder of good deedes,he 

bath promited heauento chofe,which — 

; raat 
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that wale which he hath traced our ro vs, and'}. 


thoſe that followe neere ro him. If one of the an» 
tient Fathers durlt aſſure vs,that the conuerhon of 
a inner was more to God, then the produCtion of 
all things vponearth, then certainly all chole, who 
by ciuerle graces pluen to them, have had that 
bleTing to cooperar, and caule theconuerhon of 
foules which goe allraie,6o by conlequence (o 
many nuracles., V pon this foundation, this B. Fas 
ther laid,tharthe comming of God incoaloule by 
race,didinlome manner exceed the comming of 
Ie{us Chrilt into humaine fleſh. For (laid he)out 
Samour comming into the world, onlythe lecond 
perlonof the Trunitie becam? man, vaitingiclelts 
to our nature; but 1n the loule al thy three perlons 
of che Trinitie come, for as much as they three 
doe concure indiuiſibly, to the creation ot man, 
fo do they indiuilibly concure to his iuſtificationy 
and allthreedo adorne his loule with graces, vet- 
rues, & gitres; The Father giveth perteCtion ro the 
memory, che Son to the vnderitandinge, and the 
holy Ghoſt to the will. The Father communica- 
reth power to him to relitt his enemies, the Son 
wiledome to dilcerne good, trom bad , the holy 
Gholt goodnes to embrace the one, and tly the 
other, 1 he Father maketh the loule hi 's daughter, 
the Son maketh it his ſiſter, 8 th2 holy Ghoit his 
lpoule, [Che Father created it, the Son redeemed 
it, andthe holy Ghoſt lanctitieth it, 
2. The comminge of lelus Chriitin the flefb 
Was vilble by his conuetlation among men , but 
the 
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{| thecomming of him intoa ſonle inuiſibly, is nor 


only to other, but to him who receaueth him, For 
thatis true which Salome laith, that a man knows 
eth not whether he be worthy of love or hate. 

3. The coming of our Saniourin the fleſh was for 
al, forthe good, and bad, for the iuſt,and vniult, 
but his ſpirituall comming into the ſoule,is nor 
bur for the 1ult, for God is an enemy ot finne,and 
will not lodge ina finfull foule, | 

4+ The coming of our Sauiour into this world, 
was fora little time,not that he would leaue the 
humanity which he had taken, but becaule hedied 
ſhortly, & riſen againe aſcended into heauen: but 
the comming of the moſt holy Trinite into & 
loule is perperuallon their part, Godneuer forla- 
keth any ſoule it he be not forlaken hilt. 

5. The comminge of the Son of God'into the 
world, and thedeſcent of the holy Ghoſt, and all 
the miſteries of our faith haue bene ordained, for 
the dwelling of the moſt holy Trinitie with vs by 
prace in this world , and eternally in heauen by 
plorie, 

Finally this comminge of the moſt holy Trint- 
tie into the foule is of lo great importance thar all 
that the $on of God hath don in this world,all 
that he hath endured, and wrought outwardly for 
the loue of vs, profiteth vs nothing without it, 
For what avayleth ita man that God was incar- 
nate, what benchrt is thereof his bloud, his death, 
bis merits, his ſending of the holy Ghoſt, and all 
de relt,it he goe ro belle W hat ADE. 
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old Tobie) can I haue inthe light of the ſunne,} 
that am blind, and cannorſee it? In like manner, 
what contentment can a ſinner haue, which dierh 
in thele darknes wichont the light of grace, which 
proceedeth from-heſunne of righreoulnes, and 
tor which end h& came into the world? In this 
manner 0id this Father dilcourte of the produgs 
tion of grace In our ſoule as miraculous, 
| [Miracles are certainely one marke of lanttifig 
but they alone are not ſyMAicient to proue it, WE 
mult know it thelite of him whom God doth vie 
to inanitelt his greatnes be aniwerable, in pious*! 
& holy conuerlacionro ſuch effets. He bath vied/ 
fnners in this kind, as he prophetied by the mouth” 
of Balaam and Caiphas, both of them being bad, 
and impious men . He maydo the like for lecrett | 
caules which are knowen to him only, fo that this 
is nota ſufficient argument to proue thereby the 
holines of a good ioule, that God worketh mi: 
racles by his meanes, bur rather the exercile of 
verrue, extraordinary mortifications, the rigor of 
penaces, the daily prattihinge of go04 & verruous 
work2s,the continual yiftory ow-r al his paſſions, 
all this proceeding trom a particuler grace, andno 
common charitiz of thoſe thar pur it in execurtioy 
18 an allured te{timonie of fantirie, which 1s flue" 
{trared, and made viſible ro men by miracles. 
And what hath benthe lite of B, Fa. Angel, but 
a perpetual miracle, whereas it is naturally.umpoſs 
{ible that a body ſo tenderly bred,in the delicacys, 
& plealure of the Courr,could fubliit in the rhor- 
| nes 
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nes of ſoe many a nc lg ſo chearefull a 
countenance allways, & with ſa noble a caurage 
2s he did, if rhere had not ben ſome thinge more 
the ordinary in him.I might recite many 1n part 
culer , but becaule the religions of his orderhaus 
negleed to makeany colleQion of the,or proofe 
by the lgninge of witneſles beings 1uridically 
examined, thtre might be doubt made that they 


werenot auchenricall, and of creditt, and therfore 


bw 


5 I do lectttbem paſſe in filence, Beſides my defire 18 
e no other but roexcite by the rcading hereof good 
a | foules rocompunttion,& to pietie,to auſteritie of 
4} btezco the rarity, and excellencie of his vertue, to 
k {| he deſpiſinge of thoſe things that the world moſt 
y | <ltcemerh, tuch examples do more then miracles. 
tf Andyer if we require them, what greater mi+ 
ig | racle, then that nine months after his buriall, bis 
e | hart (hould be taken out of his body fo found, fo 
i: | freſh withouranyill odour, asitisatt this preſet, 
f {| io the Conuent ot the Daughters of the paſſion, 
f | k-ptina box of gold made in thefaſhio of a harr, 


41d coucred with a Chritall of the ſame hgure, 
through which it may beſeene,al which 13 don by 
the deuotion of Madame de Guile, 

For my part I dare avowe for atrurh,that of all 
proofe to declare the felicitic of a blefied foule,the 
moit certaine 1s hnall grace, on what part the tree 
(hall fal (fayd thelon of God) it wil lye,he would 
lay that our life being like to a tree ( becauſe we 
live as plants) death being coming to curb the 
loores,it we be in grace We are hed to polleſle 

heauen 
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heauenſoono, or late according to the meaſure: 
of oug debres, which we are to pay in purgatoriee | 
on the contrarie fide if we liue with'one mortally 
weare vtterly caſt ayyay, and hell wilbe the eter- 
nall lodging place of the loule. As long as we liue, 
we are till in danger of tallinge,it we be this day 
11 the ſ{tatc of grace, to morrowe hn may enter, A 
man may be now Gods trind, and 1n a moment 
after his enemie, one that hath trelured 'vp manie 
merits, yelaing to one tentation mayleele it in an 
taſtanr,and dying in that ſta:e,he is made compa- 
nion of Lucifer in eternall flames:the realon oftit 
is becaule,as longe as weldive, we are free, and it 
fhe hands of our counlell, God leaueth vs beth 
weene hre and wwater,to reach to which we will, 
Good and ewill are the obieQs of our ations . It 
our affeftions incline to good we are happie,if to 
evill,we are in miſerable tate : we cannor accuſe 
God of our ill that betallerth vs,onur perdition pro® 
ceedeth trom our lelues , wherfore to dy in the' 
ſtate of grace,and as this B, Father did, ſpeaking 
to Guii,andpantinge after him with a hart full of 
loue, delpifiuge all things, & reputing all things 
as dunge to einoy his prelence, luch ends do aburr 
ypon Paradile,& withour teare ot change do make 
the ſoule live inthole delights and contentmentsg: 
which etc hathnot fecne, nor eare hath heard,nor 
the rounge of an Angell can expreſle, 


| The end of the life of B, Fathers Angel of Toyeuſes | 
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A HYMN E. 


Ole of glory comely flower 
R Bleſt by God with ſouerain grace 
Tranſlated to the heauenly bower 
Enthroand , in that Emperiall place 
Bleſſed BENE T in thy praiſe 
To thee this himne I dedicate 
To thee m y thoughts with loue I raiſc 
Ling: in thy blisfull ſtate. 
A burnang one from heauen let fall 
Tocleanſ: my hart that this endites 
Enſtru& my tongue which heere I call 
The pen of hinthat ſwittly writes. 
Whilſt clad thou wert in pilgrims weed 
Detained in this vale of woes 
Faithtult zo God thou didſt proceed . 
To conquer the infernall foes. 
tor God who formed thee of claye 
To thee difplaid his beames of light 
Whole call thou promptly didit obaye 
All hoſtile forces put to flight. 
All worldly wealth thou doſt forſake F 
# A 


All humaine glorie ſeems bnt lies 
Wherin thouſuch contenre did it take 
Whilſ carthly loue did blind thyne eyes. 
From countrie, parents, kindred, trends, 
Whoſe loue tocarth mens harcs doth tic 
A noblerloue thy louc vnbends 
That it to God might mount more highe. 
Delights and pleaſures traile as glaſſe 
Thoudolt bchould with skorntul eye 
For they ike gliding water palle 
Whileſt chy deſires zo heaven doe flic. 
For Chriſt thy louer from abouc 
Thy hart had piercewith fiery dart 
Which made thee like one drunke with loue 
Tolanguith in delightfull ſmart 
Now Chriſt thy patterne to drayy necre 
In life and death thou ſtriult amaine 
Like tothe thirſty papting deere 
The criſtall fountaine to attaine 
Of great Saint Francis Patriarke 
The crolſes troumper vf $hiill voice 
Thou ayming at the highetft marke 
Mad it of the lacred order choile. 
Of (uch a father thou the ſonne 
Yea worthy lonne of char great light 
Whole life may feeme againe begunne 
In thee his vertues ſhine foe bright, 
Of God the precious gemme thou art 


Belert 
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Beſett with orient pearles of grace | 
Thy glorie ſhines 1n everie part 
True beawty doth adorne thy face. 
Braue champion who with croſſe in hand. 
Doſt deuill, fleſh, and world ſubdue 
With it thou doſt viRorious ſtand 
A terrour to th? infernall crue. 
That ſeated on the mount ſublime 
Of pouertie that place of reſt | 
Thy ſoule begins 1n grace to'chme | 
Thy 1oyes, thy comforts are.increaſt. 'F 
And now thy hart is boarne on highe '8 
The heavenly ſplendours to behould 
And Chriſt who raignes aboue the skis 
To thec his ſecretts doth vnfould, | 
Whoſe ſweetnes dewing from aboue 
Doth yeald thee ſuch a blisfullreſt 
That ſoaring with'the wings of lone 
Thou lcaneſt on his ſacred breſt. 
115 pallion obieR of thy ho ht 
1s bodie whether eagles flocke, 
To build thy neaſt 15 thy delight 
There in the rifeures of that rocke. 
His wounds thy bookes to ſtudiein 
Tne ſupreme {c1ence 1s the croſle 
This only thy defireto win 
All other ſtudies ſeeme butloſle | 
This ſc1enee1n thy foule to dwell © 
* 2 This 
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This to bee ſeated in thy breſt 
Thy words, thy bookes, thy writings tell 
The ſame thy life and workes proteſt. 
The croſke thy place of cheite repole 
Thy chaire wherin thou diddelt preach 
The bound by ſ1nne thou didit vnlole 
With it, the erring people teach. 
Whom deadly poylon did infe& 
Thou placeſt In the gates ot life 
Their Herelies thou didit detect 
With words more piercing then a knife, 
And hauing burſt cheur f1nful cheines 
Their harts thou takeſt in Peeters netts 
A happy fiſher he remaines 
That frees men from ſuch heauy debts. 
But holy fiſher let me aske 
Whar doſt rhou with thy noble pray? 
Thou ſerreſt her this del1ghtfull taske 
At Teſus fcet her felfe to lay. 
Then ſweetly thou, but yett with ſpeed 
Beginſt the croſſe in hghr toreare 
Inuiting her in pennance weed 
That ſacred ſtandart for to beare. 
Thou faithfull ſeruant prarfd ſhalt be 
Whoe tothy Lord the heauenly king 
In figne of thy fidelirie 
Of goods received, the gaine golt bring» 
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His feruour burned in thy breſt 
His perfect life thou didſt embrace 
With him thou euer ſhalt be bleſt. 
I add this only to thy praiſs 
Which ſeems 1n one all to combine 
To Chriſt himſelte my ſtile | raiſe 
While life and death 1nthee doth ſhinc. 
And now behould is come thy ryme 
Thy earthly pilgrimage 1s donne 
For loe thy ſoule become like wine 
Whole mighty force doth breake the tunn-., 
Which mounting vpp ecuen as a flame 
Vnto her centre {wittly bent 
The heauenly quiers doe meet the ſame 
With 1oyfull ſongs of ſweet concent. 
Whoe putting 1n thy hand a palme 
They praile,thy valour,grace,and might 
Then finging a triumphant palme 
Condut thee to their princes (1ghr. 
They offer thee before that king 
W hoe framing with his word a loane 
Heauen, earth, with each created thing 
On Cherubeswings doth place his throane. 
nee whole life-giving eye difplayes 
Eternall beames ot light and grace 
And whoe 1n 1wbilies doth raiſe 
Their mynds to whom hee turns his face . 
Hee whom the morning ſtarrs doe laude 
£1: +3 Be- 
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Behoulding thee with grations (mils 
Thy Faithfull ſeruice doth applawd 
And bids thee welcome from exile. 
Hee then extolls thy conſtant loue 
Thy perfe& workes, thy pure enrent 
From which noe force could thee remoue 
Nor ſubtil fleight could circumuent 
Now ſtiling thee with titles great 
For skorns, contempts, & labours borne 
Then placing thee 1n roiall feat 
Doth thee with precious oufts adorne: 
Then commeth 1n a princely pace 
The Virgin mother Queen of blifle 
Whoe with an overflowing grace 
Preſenteth thee her hand to kiſle. 
Whoſe meekenes full of Maieſtye 
Such puredelights and 10yes diſtild 
As with the ſtreams of ſuauitye 
Thy foule remains even morethen fild; 
Then all the hoaſt of heauen procceds 
With himns and pfalms to celebrate 
Thy triumph and 1n 1oytull weeds 
Solemnize this thy highe eſtate. 
Bur firſt the Anoells lead the quier 
With their ſweet ſounding melodye 
Whoſe loſſe-and ruins they admire * 
With ſuch Faire ſtones repaird to ſee. * 
Theſacred Senate next jn place 
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In robes of purple ritchly clad | 
As their colleage doe thee embrace 
And tothy glorye more t6 add , 
Recount thy labours one by one 
And tolles toſowe gods ſacred word 
Thy faithfull ſeruice vndergone | 
To preach the croſſe of Chriſt thy Lord, 
The holy Martyrs highly praifd 
Thathfe which to the world foe dyes 
As all her thoughts to heauenward rarſd 
On God aloane hath fixt her eyes. 
Then the Confeſlours of our Lord 
Of heauens faire field the fraganct flowers 
New canticles to thee record © , 
Inuiring thee into their bowers. 
The ayer they with their yoyces fill 
On earth their eccoes doe rebound 
And wall thy worthy Conqueſts ſtill 
With an eternall troumpet ſound. 
The troups of Virgins take their turne 
W hoe both the world and fleſh ſubdu'd 
In whom Chriſts loue alone did burne 
Whoſe ſong thy prayſes doth conclude, 
On harps and ſhalms, with ſonnetts ſtoare 
| Like Nithingales they ſweetly ting 
1 Remaine with vs for euer more 
"© Los heere an everlaſting (pring. 
Retoyce © bleſſed foule reioyce 
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Thy bliſſe to more encreaſe doth tend 
Thy wiſedome made a happy choiſe 
Thy follid 1oyes ſhall neuerend. 
Behould rhe winter ſtorms are paſt 
Pomegranetts ripe, faire flowers appeere 
"The roſes red their odour caſt 
The turtle {1ngs,loe hacueſt heere- 
O thou whoe doſt in heauen reſide 
Exempt from feare of deaths annoye 
How well ryere former paines emploid . 
That purchaſt ſuch a waight of ioye? 
Now bleſſed father lend thyne eares 
Of pittye vnto this my crie 
That fighing in this yale of teares 


My thoughts to God may twitthe flie. 
Regard from hcauen her {ad complaints 
Whoe ſtill doth languiſhe 1n exile 
And thou who raigneſt with the Saints 
Procure noe ſpott her mind dehile. 


THE MIRACPYLOYS, LIFE, CON- 
uerſion , and conuerſation of the Reverend 
Father Bennett of Cifetld an Englilch man, 
and Preather of the order of Capucins Of 
bs Country, birth, and education, 


THE FIRST CHAPTER, 


Z211 H ExE are not more vertuous ef- 
TN fects, then thole of Gods provi- 
PA I dence which are powerfull ro 

rouſe ypp aloule,; and to drawe 
2 J| it from the vanities of the worl- 
de, to the iearche of the Soucraigne good, 
But they are ſo full of cxcellence and obſcuri- 
tye, eyther in theyre cauſe, or theyr eſſence, 
or in theyre end, that wee muſte haue our yn- 
deritiding wholly perverted, or els ingenoul- 
ly confes, that they are beyond the boundsand 
limices of our reaſon and knowledge to com- 
priſe them. There is noe man ignorant that 
they are, for wee feele the, and raſte the fruits 
dayly : bur to judge of the worthe and value 
of them, or toknowe what perticular motive 
induceth God tro bring thery co light, this is a 
macter that the Angells themſclues doe not 
knowe. 

The Reverend Father Bennett of Canfeild, 
Whole life, conuertſion, and conuerſation bath 
not only beene miraculous bur a corinuall mi- 
Iacle, will fergc for an cuident proofe of this 
A a rruthe 
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2 The life of the Reverend Father 
eruche; For hee wh.ch had ſuc ked hereſy with 
his mothers milke, and 1n his birth was (eazed 
with death, grcweto bee nourished and fedd 
With the ſweeie liquoure of grace, within 
this Seraphicall order ,the moſte hard and aus 
ſtere of all others, ,ro ſubdue the paſhons of 
the flesh, wherein any liucd many yeeres- In 
his death hee was made partaker of a true and 
happy life : hee which from his cradle wa 
tainred wth the impurityes of Puritans, and 
rooke contentment therein, was clenſed from 
this filth, and brought into the boſome of the 
pure, and true Church of God, the Catholi> 
ue, Apoſtolique, Roman Church, And his 
ſoule Shining With an extraordinary puritie, 
by an extraordinary meaſute of Gods graces 
and benedictions, vowed an irreconciliable 
enmirye, both in tongue, and harte agaynſte 
ſuch impuritye, after hee had dilcouered the 
odiouſnes of it : Hee whoin his former thots 
ghrs and defignes, aymed ar nothing bur at the 
gloty and greatenes of the worlde,and had not 
feeling or care of heauenly things, ſoudainh 
was ſoc changed, that hee de(pilſedall the powy 
es and vanityes of the worlde, and fixed all 
bis rhoughts vppon the betrering of his ſoul 
and aſpiting to heauenly things: Hee perſer 
red in thele holy defires, & neuer grewe faytit 
or weary in hisaftcQion: Hee only change 
the obieR, and |:Ke repentant Maty Magdak 
gaue all chat yato God, which hee before hi 
prog 
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prodigallie emoloicd vpon the worlde: This 
was gods proutdence, which wrought this ex» 
traordinary change, which in the begining;ca 
not bur produce a rauisShiwent, and 1n the(end, 
comforte and conrentement, and likewiſe hu« 
milityc, and aſtoinshmenc in the ignorance of 
the time; 

Hee was an English manby nation; and 

] may ſay, by predeltination , and benedi- 
ion; whence thoſe thac are drenched and 
buryed 1n errourt, may (ce that God doth nener 
refuſe iufticiencie of grace to drawe the forths 
ſceing that cucn 1n this Realiwe (neererotore a 
deate childe of the churche, and afterward ſe- 
parared by Gods (ſecret Iudgmenr )) there are 
whom God doth extraordinary call vnro ham 
by (pectull grace: For although the excerciſe 
of catholique religion, bee forbidden and fape 
== yer are theie many ferucnt and: 'zcav 
ous foules,w hich will noi{chough ur bee with 
perill of theyre liues) doe any rhing which is 
contrary to Gods and the churches commande= 
ments. Theretore, as the ſtorie of lobnorerh 
very perticulaily to his greate commedation, 
that hee was of the land of Hus, where the 
people were malicious and greate finners: foe 
hee borne and bredd in berefy, which is (oc 
much the more venemous and dangerous, be- 
camic 11153 malKed with the nainc of a pure re- 
ligion, meriterh the more honour, and prayſe 
in that hee was an English man, in that hee did 
Aaz3 ouet- 
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outfcome rhe corruption of natuie, and nure 
cure, and afterward atrayned to ſuch heroicalt 
vercues, preferring bann'/shment, pouerry,and 
auſterity of life, for the loue of Chriſt, before 
his deareſt coumtry, his plentiful meanes, and 
delights, wherein hce had beene bred and par 
pered. | . | 
| Hee was borne at Cifeild in Eſſex, of a good 
family and patenrage, his fiiſt name w.s Wals 
liam Fich, by which hee was called till hee bes 
came Clipucin: From his intancye hee was of 
ſoe (weete and lovely adiſpolition , that hee 
drewe all mens affections1to him that knewe 
him : His patentes loued H1tm more deerely 
chen they did rhe reſt of theyre children, and 
cberished im more tenderly, not Knowin 
to what end god had deſtinatcd theire das 
fauours: Hee was the ſecond brother of three 
of them; The eldeſt who was hceyre of the res 
uenues and lands, accordirg to the Jawes of 
the contry was called Thomas,the third w# 
Frauncis, who hauing Jitle Ict1 him by his 
rents, marryed atich wideowe by whome hee 
aduanced his meanes and fortune, and aftet 
waid for teſtimony of his gentrie and recomy 
pow of his publique {cruice, was made} 
night. 4 
Theſe rwo bretheren though brovghtvpp 
in good letters, were noe Way comparable w 
Father Bennerty, who beyond. his naturall wi 
clination, wherein hee d1d cxcerde, did sheWt 


Bennet of Canfilde, '> #© 
by efte&, that hee was carrycd to his ſtudies 
with an extraotdinary delire ; Hee ſpent ip big 
render age whole nights at his booke, and did 
not willingly conucrle wich. any , byr thoſe 
of whom hee myght learne ſomewhat. Hes 
tooke noe plealure in any recreations rhat 
drewc him from his ſtudyes, in foe much that 
when his Brethre&,& (ome ocher gerelme, wha 
were brought vp together vndec the [ame ma» 
Rer, would take him to goe a hiiting,(1n which 
ſporte hee more delighted then in any other} 
hee would eyther refule ro goe with them, 
orif hee wGt,hee allwayes tooke fome books 
in his pocketr, which hee opened and read , as 
often as the leaſt occalion was. offered to himy 
taking more conrtentement , in readnig ſome 
pall.ge or ſentence in ſuch a booke as hee car» 
rycd with him, then 1g thacdelightfull (porter: 
Many ſuch things did hee in his render age, 
and in the darkenes of errour and herelye, 
What would hee have done if hee had beene 
a Catholiq, , & hadbad the lighe of crue Fayth? 

When hee was growen ta berter age and 
which was capable of greater knowledge , he 
gave himlclfe ro higher ſtudies, Which accaſige 
ned his parentes to ſende him to the Innes of 
the court,there to ſtudye the common lawe: 
This good Father aduanced himſelfe {pe much 
heerein in a Shorte ryme, that choſe who were 
not wittnefes of ir, coulde nor belctue its 
But whea it pleaſed God of bis infinite mercyes 
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to8hewe him the beames of his truch, rhroogh 
the clonds and foggs of here'ye, wherewith 
his ſou'e was infeted, th: y did foe lighten his 
ſoulc, thac in one moment hee was wholy 
changed into an other man, for whereas befo« 
re hee was terucnt in his ſtudie of che lawe, 
hee became f1-ck and cold and whereas befo- 
re hee was plcalant and a loyer of companye, 
hee became melanchollyck, and afremnd of (os 
h arynes and much reared: yeanowe hee be 
p* to enter into mature conſulration with 
\m(elfe, beeing driuen into many perplexed 
thonghts: For on the (1de, the belerfe and re» 
Iigion which hee had learned from his infan» 
cyc, hcla him as it were fetrered and manicled, 
beſides that, it was the common rehg1ion of 
His country and of the greateſt parte of his kins 
'dred and freinds: on the other fide, he coces 
ued greate (cruplc and marter of doubt concets 
ning *he truth and veretie therof , ſoc that hee 
knewe not what reſolution to make: bur Gol 
made him by is divine inſpiration ro confi 
der the glorious crownes which are reſerued 
in heauen for the recompence of good wot 
kes, and che eretnall tormen's which are pre+ 
pared 1n hell, for che ſoules of ſinners, which 
of all good 1n{pirations 15 the beſt and the mok 
fourcivle. 
Hee continewed ſome fewe dayes in this 
eſtare, feeling the'e {piriruall combarrs 101 
{oulc, which God did more and more + 
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The cauſe whereof hee could not c6 prehend, 
till his miraculous conuerfhon was effeRed, 
Which ir hath pleaſed God that hee hath lefr 
wiitten With his owne hand, to ſcruc for a 
motiue co others, that ſtraye our of the righe 
wayc, and to giue occaſion to Catholiques to 
admireche cff&&s of gods prouidence, to hi- 


| blethemſelues, and to giue vnto God immor- 


tall thankes, for thoſe graces which hee hath 
ſoe freely and graciouſly giuen to his creatu= 
res. It hath beene already , printed by ſome 
one ( whodelirous to conſerue the memory 
of this bleſſed man, hath preuented me)bur be= 
cauſe the reſt of his life and ations, which are 
of ycry greate importance, to [crue for a nota» 
ble example vnto others, was nor adioyned ro 
it, | have thought it fict to putr all rogether in 
one ſtory, that ſo it might bee more perfet, 
and more auailable ro the edification of 
others, and thus the ſtorie doth begin, 


His exclamation wpon the ſtate of this 
preſent life2. 


THE SECONDE CHAPTER» 


A Lthough the diſorder of my life paſt, c6- 
pared with the ſtrict life of ancient Chri- 
ſtians, or examined by the iudgment of rhoſe 
of our tyme, may ſceme euill, wicked and 
monſtrous, yet Was it ſoe shadowed and couec= 
Aa 4 cred 
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red with the iniquitye of the tyme, aboundin 
With vitious and lewed libertins, that it coul 
hardly bee diſcerned and condemned for (uch; 
For cuen as black becing neere ro white, doth 
more playnly appeare, foe when it is mixed 
and confounded with black; it can hardly bee 
_G The ſame may I ſay trucly of 
my lyte, the darkenes whereof compared with 
the candor of the life of old Chriſtians, or the 
puricie of thoſe that are good in this age; 
would preſently bee diſcouered: yerrt hauing 
ledd my life in the black darkenes of this pres 
ſent age, it ſecmed notſoe fowleas indeede it 
is: For fince the lamentable change of rhe 
Catholiquefayth into hereſye,fince the ouer» 
throw and contempr of che vniuecrſall Apoſtos 
Iique Roman fayth in our Realme, the cons» 
ſciences of men haue beene ſoc ſtretched and 
enlarged , the reyne of concupiſcence hath 
beene (oe flackned , that all honeſtic, verrne, 
and good life, hath beene forſaken and aban» 
doned, and on the contrary lide, vice and int» 
quitye hach wholie (wayed and ouerruled the 

ame.l would ro God my words were not true, 
but experience doth manifeltly shewe , what 
{ay to bee bur crath: 

For firſt of all, how are mens conſciences 
ſtretched in rrattiquing one with an other? 
How litle,or noe fideliry,is there now 1n mu- 
ruall promiſes? what cunning dealing and co- 
(enage, is there praiſed cucre where ? _— 
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(mall hold is there of mens words and credirt? 
Neede wee not now more bonds and wris 
tings, to borow but twencye angells, then 
was needfull in tyme paſte ro! buy (0c much 
land for eueriNoe man truſterh his nerghbour, 
neycher would ſcounſell him ro trutte him: 
As for ſacred oathes, which ought ro bee 1nu10+ 
lable , alas men make marchandize of them, 
and fell them for monye: And for concupil. 
cence, whoe (ceth not that it! is withheld by 
noe bridle, men follow iog theyr i1berty and 
pleaſures, like brure beaſtes'But tor this I had 
rather palle it ouer (lghtly, then ro prooue ir 
by many particular examples: And why thould 
ic bee bridled or kept in, if (without grain 
any conſent vnto it) it be 1ndged a Lon 
finne, as maſter Charke and other miniſters his 
companions doe teach? and that all wee doe, 
are mortall Sinnes, as Proteſtants hold? 

M oreouer, if any man giue almes, or doe 
performe any other good worke, hee shall noc 
bee repured a freind of proteftants, bur be eſt» 
eemed; (as they ordinarilie rerme it) a merit- 
monger: and one that ſeeketh roſaue himſclfe 
by his merits: As for Holpicalitye and releife 
of che poore, it 1s almoſt quite neglected, ef(- 
pecially among theyre church men, who ey- 
ther mayntayne theyre wiucs or concubines, 
vpon the goods of the churche. And as for fa- 
ſting and Prayer, which our Saniour bath ſoe 
often recommended to vs by words and wor- 

Aasy kes 
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kes they arc loc licle eſteemed that hee which 
faſteth ypon'the cue commanded by the holy 
church, is called a Papiſt, and long prayer 1s 
Riled a Monktsh at. And finally to vie che hel 
pe of che Sacraments againſt linne , is reputed 
enmitye againſt che ſtare: bur co confelle, ro 
reconcile others, or to bee reconciled, yea but 
to carry abour him holy chings, as Agnus Deiz 
Medalls,a Crucitix or graines that ate bleſled, 
of but ro bee incompanye with a pricſt, this is 
noe lelle then a crime of treaton tohis Prince, 
and country: Burt hee thar will take a more 
cleare view how vice, and iniquitye are xs 
alred, lett him but obſlerue how finne now 
raignethin all ſtates and ſortes of life, and hee 
ſhall fode thar all manner of greuous finnes 
are commirted,as freely and loolely, as if they 
were not ſuch: Soe doe they (confirming the 
woords of holy ſcripture) drinke Sinne 4s water, 
which is onc of the great ſinnes of the worldez 
and of the fix things hated of God, the one is, 
to have our fcere light and (wifte ro run- 
netocuill, 

And to examine further ſome other points, 
whar litle honour is there geuen to Gods, 
maieſtye, Whole name is foe blaſphemed in 
ſwearing and for{wearing in all diſcourſes, 
that hee is (carce eſteemed a gentleman or 4 
man of courage, which hath not learned toe} 
rerlace his words with many oathes and bla(- 
phemacs: Theyre Sundayes and feaſtes , how 

are 


Bennet of Canfilde, 16 
are they neglc&&cd/when on thelic dayes,there 
are more idle perſons walking vpand downe 
the ſtreercs,and 1n Saints Pauls churche( which 
is made a walking and talking place) then 
therte15 on ochers;nay cuen Sunday 1s a day de- 
hgned for bearebayiing, and eucn the howre 
ot theyre (eruice is allotted ror, and indeede 
the ryme1s as well ipent at the one, as at the 
other: | ncede nut ſpeake of protanation of 
feaſtes, which the Putirans will nor approue at 
all . For 1ancour and mallice, doe they not 
raigne vniuciſi|ly through the wholle Real- 
m«<? As for defamarnion, detraction and rath 
ivdgments,men make noe account or recko= 
ning of them; what diuifions and debatesatre 
there in euery patifh? And for the moſte parte 
the miniſter is a principal man in mayntay- 
ning them; If wee {peake of courrouſnes; is 
not hee to bee iudged a theefe, which defirech 
the goods, lands and poſlefhions of his Neighs 
bour, | meane in the preſence of God? and 
who bee thece among them, whoe Ilye noe 
ſtillin ambuih, and (ecreily ſuborre ſpies, ro 
informe them , how they may take any leſt 
aduantage, how to (caze vpon other mens 
goods? 

| will omitte ro (peake of Iuſtice, which is 


| Corrupted among the principall Juſtices, and 


It is not we ſince they acculed one an other 
in ch-yr higheſt court of Iuſtice : This is bur 
too cuident , When wee [ce dayly (oe many 

ink 
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u(t perſons, Preiſts and other Cathohques vn» 
inſthe impriſoned, theyr goods (polled, and in 
the end them(elues cruelly put ro death and | 
all vnder the cloake of iuftice. | 
I will nor diſcover more dereſtable finnes in 

in rhe greateſt perſons, who will not abide 
that thry bee touched : Bur all che other for» 
mer f1nnes, and many other, are {oe common 
in all (ores, av if they thought there were noe 
God atall, or if there bee, they ſceme to be of 
thoſe of whome the Prophet (peaketh. Our 
lord will not ſee 1 , neyther Wall the God of 1acob be» 
bould tt: Neyther is ic to bee wondered, that 
they Keepe Gods commandements noe betrery 
firhence they are not incired and moued by 
theyre miniſters tro keepe them, but-they bold- 
ly preach , and teach by theyre liues, and by 
ethire dorine, that they can nor bee Kept : our 
Gniour layth ; My commandements are not heauye, 
and they lay they are molt heauie, yea impollis 
ble : our ſaviour fayth, My yoke u ſweere, and my 
burden light, and they ceach that ic is sharpe, yea 
voſupportable , our ſauiour fayth , If thow wilt 
enter mmtoeternalllife, k-epe the commandements : and 
they reach thar wee muſte enter into it by only 
faithyis ir not likely that (uch a life proceedeth 
from ſuch doctrine ? For whar wonder is it, if 
ſuch frune gowe from (uch ſecede? Herefice and 
Schiſme, bring forth noe berter Hereſy and 
bad hfe , doe goe together; Therefore Saint 
Ipnatins (ayth; Flyeche breath ofigiyaroie 

| nc 
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the diuelish docrine of Heretiques , out of 
whole mouth proceedeth aninfection, which 
poiſoneth the wholle worlde: Hereſy fayth 
this holy Martyr ) is withour God, Hereſy is 
an invention of thedeuill. Whar farhfull En- 
plish harce is there, which doth nor —_ the 
complaint of Saine Baſil in his cyme, ſaying. 
Good doctrine is (ubuerted, thoſe who oughe 
to feede the flock of Chriſt with the rrn:h, are 
forced ro bee filent, the mouthes of good rea-« 
chersare cloſed vp, and blalpheming rongues 
doc ryott, holy places are prophaned, the ber- 
ter and wiſer (orte of people come nor tothe 
churches , where doCtiine acceptable to God 
and good men is tanght, bur they are forced ro 
liuc 1n deſatts, lifting vp theyte handes ro God 

with (ighes and groanes , and inany ſalt reares2 

This is the ſtate of our poore country, fince 
Caiholique Religion hath beene ouerthrow& 

There hath beeneas it were the genetall delu- 
I of vice and 1niquirye, and the very oniward 
ace of all vertue and honeſtye, haih beene 
thus difhgured : Wherevpon it came to paſſe, 
that my enormons manner of life, appared nor 
loc foule in this miſerable country, as when it 
was inan Other Ayipt , the darkenes wherof 
Wree (o grolſe and ſo palpable, that they 
might 1n a maner bee cutt with a knife, 


14 The life of the' Reverend Father 
What hee was, and what hte was become , how 
bee doth aereſt hus life paſt , and embrace 4 
weve li/e. 


[| THE THIRD CHAPTER. 


Vitly may 1t bee (aid with Saint Policarpey 

O god vnco what time, haſt rhou relerued 
vs! Als what time 1s this, What people, and 
What manners doc wee nowe behould'! Fayih 
iscxiled, the church deſpiſed , vercuc 1s t: 0d» 
den vnder foote, and vice 1scxalted ! Alas lay 
I, finne, herely and S-hiſme doe nowe raigne; 
This is the cime wheria | w (5 borne, bruvght 
vp, and nurtured ainong thete people , and 10» 
Fe &tcd with cheire manners; T hiy was thy of» 
dinance, © God, ſoc it plealed thy diuine mas 
ieſtic and prouidence, that I should bce borne 
in thefe vnhappy (ines, and participate of theb 
rc miſcrics by tollowing them. 1 by wates and 
Iudgments. © Locd , aic 1n{crutable , thy wile 
dome isinfinite, and thy mercies Wuhour nile | 
ber, O depth of the riches, of the wildomep 
and knowledge of God, how vnlearchable ate 
his 1uJgments, and bis waics incomprehenfts | 
ble! There 15 noe number of ris wildomeg! 
and his mercy is a'oue all his workes, To * 
thee will 1 allwaies fivg a canticle of prayley 
and offer ro thee thanke(giving, For norwuhs 
Randing all theie dangers, thy bounty hath 
not foilooke mee, but caitc mcc inro an 
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Bennet of Canfilae_, 19 
orher mould, and changed my finne, to wy 
bench; I cannor but conlider my headlon 

courle and deliperate life, which Lledd wan- 
dring from thee. As a loſte sheepe | ſtraiedz 
when thou cealcdſt nor to looke after thy (er- 
uant For how barbarous and brutilh was my 
life, w hich I paſſed oner out of thy holy church 
and without the helpe of her dinine ſacra- 
ments? Can he bee tiled a Chriſtian, which 
neuer receaued the ſacrament of penance, 
nor of the. Alrar? neuer heard maſſe neucr 
aliſted at matins. or euenſong, nor cuer (awe 
Preiſt in all his life? fuch an one was 1, wret- 
ched and miſerable man, and vnworthy the 
name of a Chriſtian. O lord remember not 
the offences of my youth, nor my ignorance, 
There was nothing els to bee (eene in mee, 
bur a (uperficiall ſhewe and outward appa= 
rance of a careiefle Chriſtian: For if I were 
not then a branch of the true vine, how could 
I bring forth good fruite? [f I were nor a 
member of the body, what ſeruice could 1 doe 
to the heade? But (uch I wasnort then, for he 


fas avenerable Author wel obſerueth) isnor 


worthy to hauc God for his farher, who hath 
not the churche for his mother; ſoc then | 
lived in body, but was dead in (oule, I dayly 
broke thy holy commandements, | dailie com- 
mitred morrall finnes; All my life paſte was. 
nothing but a heaping vp of finne and horri- 
ble offences, I prouoked dayly thy wrath and 
ins 
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indignation. agaynſt mee: my conſcience did 
torture mee, and the inward and lecret partes 
of my harte, did reproove and frett mee; Auas 
rice and coveroulnes did wring mee, pride did 
oucr\vhe)me mce, cnuie did conſume mee, 
concupilcence did inflame mee, luxury did 
impriſon mee, gluttony did tranfporre mee, 
drunkenes did confound mee, derraction did 
rentcmec, ambirnon did {upplant mee, diſcor(* 
did trouble mee, anger did vexe mee, lightnes 

did carry mee away , negligence did opprelle 

mee, hipoeriſie did deceaue mee, flattery did 

abuie mee, favour did puffe mee vp, and 

lumme did prick mee, Bur thou o lord art hes 
which wilt dcliuer mee from all cheſe pets” 
ucrle nations. Theiſle ate they with whomel 

haue haunted, whome I haue truſted as my 
frendes, obeicd as my maſters, ſerued as my 
lordes, belecucd as my counſellors, conuerled 
w1ithall as my citiſens, and dwelt freindhy 
wichall,as my domeſtical] copanions. And yeſt 
o lord thou tookelt not away thy grace wholy 
from mee, neither didft wholly abandon met 
noe not then when for the (pace of ſeuen yee 
res, 1 liucd (oc perillouſlic, in a place {oefull 
of dangerous (nates : whih ryme I ſpent infee! 
ding wy fancye with the vaintics of this plach 
and cooke my delight in the ordinary paſtime; 
of that place : Alas how often haue I beares 
the ſtreetes in idle walking? how often hauel 
runnc to plaics and comedies? how many®# 
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idle turne hauc I made in Sainc Pauls church, 
now (o prophaned? how often haue I runne 
to dauncing and fencing Schooles? If I ſpene 
any rime berter then other, it was when in 
the lane of the middle Temple, I read for fa- 
ſhion take ſome booke of the common lawe; 
In this extremicic of dager, did others deſpaite 
of mee? noe ſucely, forſuch was alas the 
blindnes of men that I was eſteemed forſoorh 
ayong man of great good hope, whe it did not 
appeare, whether | lined iKe|a Chriſtian or 
noe: For can 1 hould this a Chriſtian life, or 
thinke thar my ſinnes were but ſmall?Noſure- 
ly, bur rather with che prodigall childe, am 
bound to (ay: Farher, | haue ſinned againſt heas» 
uen,& before the;l am not worthy to bee cal- 
led thy ſonne. Alas 1 rooke the broad way 
which lcad to Hell, and deſtration and noe 
man reprooued mee,noe man forbad mee,noe 
man ad:nonished mee. Thon only o lord haſt 
criedto mee alowd thar I ſhould leaue this 
monſtrous and dreadfull life, but 1 alas, was 
loe i't]-epe that | heard not thy voyce. There 
wisluch a thick clowd of vanictie before my 
eyes, that it was almoſt impoſlible to ſee the 
true Sunne of luſtice, and hight of all rruch:l 
Vas fo wrapt in darKenes (beeing the Sonne 
ofdarkenes) that 1 loued nothing clic but it, 
becau(c 1 knewe nor the light; 1 was blinde 
and conrented my (eife in that ſtate, and wene 
0 thorough datkenes, to the profounde and 
B b obſcure 
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18 The life of the Reverend Father 
obſcure pitt of darkenes, till fuch time as it 
plealed = to poute into the inward cate of 
my harte and 1in6(t1]] thy moſt holy ard ſoules 
ſauipg comandements laying, Fiat laxlert light 
be made an4 preſently there was light; and foe 
the thick and foggy clowdes, wroich vailed my 
eics, vanished awaie; I {aw thy light, I acknows 
ledged thy voice and ſaid, o Lord thou art my 
God, which haſt drawen mce our of darkenes 
and che shadowe of death, called mee to the 
knowledge of thy certaine and cleate light, 
and cauſcd mee to dilcerne it. For this I render 
thee immortall thankes,thar ir pleaſed thee ſoe 
toilluminare and conuerte mee: | haue now aft 
howvor of the darkenes wherein | was, and 
morc of the darke Abylle, whither 1 was 
going; I haue (a:d in my haite, woe bee to thole 
darKenes which tooke houid ot me ſoc longs 
tune, and curicd bee! that blindnes which 
would haye hindered mee from fecing the glo- 
110Us 1ight of heauen, and vafortunat and di- 
daltrons bee thac ignorance, which empeached 
mee trom the Knowledge of thee, which art 
my ouly God and lord, hight and 10ye,the hope 
of my (oule; which halt at length ſoc merci» 
fully conucried mee, and turned my harte from 
the vanities of this worlde, that (horely after 
I made three vowes, of obedicnce, pouertis, 
and chaſti:ie, which I purpoſed to keepein ihe 
religion of chy faicthfull ſeruant holie Saint 


Francis « But by what racancs hath this beens 
dong, 
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F, Bennet of Canfide.) 19 
done, © my lord, from how many dangers haſt 
thou preſerued mee, and ſuccoured mcein all 
my neceſſicies > How many greate tenrations 
haue I found in this affaire, and how power« 
fully haue | beene deliuered? How often haue 
Idelighted in vaine and frivolous things? How 
preate haue thy mercies beene in this my (od- 
daine change 2 when | wandered, thou did(t 
bringe mee back; when I was ignorant, thou 
didſt inſtru mee; when I was heauie, thou 
did(t comfort mee; when [ did deſpaire, thou 
didſt ſtrengthen mec;when I did fall,chou did(ſt 
lift mec vp; when I was vp,choudidſt hold mee; 
when I did walke, thou didft condu@t mee; 
when [ did come vnto thee, thou didſt receaue 
mee; when I did flcepe, thou didft warchouer 
mee;when I did crie voto thee, thou didſt heare 


' mee, Thele and many other infinite benefires 


thoudidſt conferre vnto mee in my conuetlion. 
Thou which arr che God of my (oule: make 
mee(o lord) ro knowe and acknowledge thee, 
and thac I meditate day and night on thee, foe 
that noe time palle from mee, wherein | may 
not continually giue thee thankes for ſuchin= 
eſtimable bencfices receaued from thee. For 
what ſhoulde bee more plealing to mee and 
more{weete,th& ro ſpeake & thinke alwaies of 
thee, and (oe to render thankes vnto thee, to 
the end that for them | may alwayes loue and 
praile thee, wich all my harre, with all my (oule 
Vich 21] my vndecſtanding , and with all my 
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20 The life of the Rewerend Father 
force, and with the inward marrowes of my 
{piritand of all my faculues and powers, and 
religne my (cite wholly to thee (my lord my 
voy which art the bhifle and commentment 
of all thoic which truſte 1n chee? 


By wath meanes hee was called from ha 
Woraiy,and Herebicall kentationss 


THE FOVRTHCHAPTER: 
A Frer 1 had long lined 1n this licentious 


manger I:Kc a liberrin, and chat 1t pleated 
God of his infinite mercy, to recall mee, in 
the {ormmer time, accordivg to my Wonted 
manner, | purpolied ro goe 1nto the contreyro 
my friends to recreat and delighr my1clfe with 
thoilc {portes whetein youth delghreth, and 
beeing come to the howle of a friend of mine 
my minde was wholly changed, and alienated 
from /any ſportes at all : For three or fowre 
dayes/ after 1 came thither,it happened that | 
hghrced on a litle booke, which I was curious 
ro lovke ypon,and finding that it was a booke 
which 1 had heard much commended, treas 
ting ofa Relolurion ro Jive well, | was pre- 
fently mooued to reade (ome fewe paſlages in 
the ſame, yer without any purpole ro reade 
exactly all what ſocucr might bee contained if 
it; and after | had read (ome licle therof, | be 
gan tolee rhe end whereat hee aimed, which 


was a prelent and ipecdic rcformation of tht 
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life of the reader: where voon i was deſirous tro 


ſee waat arguments hre v{c1 to per|wade,ther- 
to,& if peraducture I liked them well, I would 
putt them 1n praCtile. Bur 1n reading, I began 
ro hauc a remorſe of conlcience, and therctore 
Lcfr che booke for the preſent, with a purpoſe 
to reade moce therof the next day the which 
was ſunday, Bur when lunday was come ipent 
Itin going co the prayers of Heretiques, and 
partly in ſome recreations, and the day after I 
read very litle or nothing atall, Bur on rucſ-» 
day [tooke che booke againe into my hands, 
and | read therin many pages, during Which 
time | labourcd ro fauour my (elfe, as though 
thoſe roxrments which were threatned to fin= 
ners were not touching mee, alcthough my 
conſcience reprooued mee therein, Bur: the 
more, I read, the more my conſcience accuſed 
mee, (oc that I began to alligne and limit a 
time wherein } would amende my life. 

But whar Shall I (ay,o Lord whilſt I did not 
answere (uthcien tly co thy holy inſpirations, 
thou didſt not ceaſe to knock harder at thegare 
of my harte, ſoc that I began ro finde my con- 
(cience extreamely oppreſſed, and by thar 
meanes I became (add & melancholliq;. Then 
didl feele my hart perced with greefe and an- 
guish, knowing that with chele pleaſures on 
the one (ide [lined ill, on rhe other (1de 1 would 
dor forſake them,and reading on ſtill, I found 
euahons to paſſe them ouer the more ſlightly. 

B b z At 


22 The life of the Renerend Father 
At ihe length, having read the Chaprer which | 
treated ot the account wee muſte make to God, 
I was forced in ſpight of wy tecthe ro apply 
this ro my ſelfe, this touched mee for neare, 
and ſoc chooke my conſcience, that I beeing 
not able to diſlemble or colour the matter any 
lovger, was driven to confeſle that I was the 
ſinner againſte whome thelc horrible paines 
and torments of hell wcite denounced. And 
from that time I fawe the milerable ſtare 
wherin | was, and ſoc ſought ro amEde my life 
paltc, But alas, how many blocks lay in my way? 
How (ubtillic did-the old fer per she w himlelte? 
heere vpon what inventions and ſtratagems 
did hee not vic to hinder wee? Hee began thus 
With me. Heereaftcr you shall have better op» 
portunitic, ard shail doe it more eaſily; you 
are yer in the flowre of youre age, and whata 
folly is it co deprive your ſclfe wholly of youre 
pleaſures and conforts? And what will your 
Fricnds lay ro this, when they $hall ſee you 
prowe ſocſober and fadd, yow will lees yout 
creddit among thoſe whkoe cſteeme you, and 
among the wiſe you will bee reputed fots 
foolc; Againe when you 5shall hauc tried, you 
will fivde 1t 1wpoſiible ro abſtcine from you! 
accuſtomed ſinnes, A good life is extreame hald 
and vnſupportable; looke about you, 
(ce if there bee any that liuerh in that mannE 
that you determine to doe, How cah you lu 
without greate or {call finnes, tithe minis 
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F, Bennet of CanfiaeD. 27 
fay, All finns are morral!? Away with theſe pee» 
uish thowghis, by only faith thou maiſt bee 
ſaued, what neede is there of ſoe many things? 
In this manner my encmic allayled mee, and I 
belecued a long time, that thoſe were greate 
aiguments of right reaſon, rather chen ſug- 
geſtions of rhe Deuill. 
| was vehemently rempred by tranſirory 

pleaſures, avd the vanities of the worlde held 
mee in thraldome: (oc that this my new deſire, 
was not yer ſtrong enough to ouercome the 
contrary, which was rooted in mee by long 
cuſtome, The delights of the worlde did allure 
mee, and the tormcenrs of hell did affrighr mee; 
Gods inlpirations did call mee, bur k flesh, 
the worlde aud the deuill ſRtaied mee, for that 
my two wills, one ncwe, the othec old, the 
one ſpirituall, the ocher carnall, divided my 
ſoule; finding by experience in my ſ(elfe, how 
the flesch coueted againſt the fpicir, and the 
ſpirit againſt the flesh. 1 continewed three or 
fowre daics in this perplexed agonie, bur [ 
would not in this conflict auoid the occaſions, 
I lamented and bewailed with teares this my 
vnhappy tate, yer my ſoule refuſed ro beeree 
figned wholly into thy hands. lt feared like 
death a perfect renunciation of the world, and 
While this combat dured, I chought 1 could 
nor ſubliſt without my wonted pleaſures. 

Thus the rerwptor beeing very ſtrong & well 
amed, inuaded mee: but thy goodnes © lord 
Bby4 bridleg 
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bridled his furic and ſtrengrhened mee ,-that 
hee did not wholly ouercome mee. This deuill 
I ſay apprared vnto mce transformed 1nro al 
Angell of light, but thou didftt lighten mee to 
knowe him well, andin the end among theſe 
dolours, and opprefſions, thy goodnes gaue 
mee this 1n{piration, that although a veriuous 
life w:r- very hard and sharpe,yer huing well 
I should hauc ſome good hope to emo hea- 
ucn, Where as huing in thc ſtate I had noe 
hope atall; this litle ſpaikle of hope 1n theſe 
difficulties, was ike a hicle beame of light coms» 
ming from (tarres which shine a farre of, and 
did appeareto mee 1n this miſtie & thicke fogge 
of darckenes, By reaſon wereot I touk: hart, 
and brake with violence all thoſe chnnes and 
cordes which held mee {oe falt ried ro the 
worlde;which mine enemic (ceing, began to 
lay a newe battery againſt mee, which was, to 
ſerr before me his dangerous dodrine of pre» 
deſtination, relling mee flatly that 1 was pre- 
deſtinated to bee damned, and all thar I could 
doc was but vaine, and ſaying to mee thatal- 
though I were forward in well doing,and con» 
tinewed tome yeares therin yer if | were not 
predeliinated to bee ſaued 1 should bee dams 
ned inthe end, O how this croubled mee, 1 
was very neere to have beene ſwallowed vpin 
this dangerous abille: But thy hand o lord ,delis 
uered mee by this inſpiration,that on my pafte 
I ought to doc my ducty,and ſoc 1 should ine 
whether 
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whether 1 should bee taucs or damned, Which 
whotocucrt doth hee canyo: pernh, Aticcall 
this, hee laid an other irapp for wee. lavguus 
ring to wake wee belccuc, that all my guod 
purpoſes, cuen rothis time, would come re 
woching ant rhac1t was buc a brain» icknes ſtirs 
red by the reading of thts booke, and the like 
had happened to others and poſt bKe a dreame: 
For taid hee, are there not many 0:hers 
thac have read the ſame as well as you,ard haue 
they not bad vehcment peiſwations * bu; wha 
I pray is become the berter tor the reading?doe 
not they live 2s they did before? And | was 
driucn to confclle this, hawing Kucwen many 
that had highly commended ir . and yer pro» 
hicd nothing by 1: preſumeſt thou (aid rhe 
enemy)that thou haſt more force then 1hey? 
while I was thus troubled, Igerired my {clic as 
I was accuſtomed inro aloljitary place, ro che 
end | might! hauc better commodity to bewaile 
my miſerable condition; Thou o lord knoweſt 
With how many teares, fobs, and groancs I 
powred forth my foule vnrothee, Atthelergeh 
lying downe vndet a tice neare vnto a hedge 
where | putpoted ro continue mv teares and 
lamentings, till Ireceaued ſorne experiwenrall 
prace, as indeed | found,thou hearglt my prat- 
ets: In this courle of tentations I cannot but 
renCher how euery motniag as ſoone as | Wa- 
Ked, this ontert was giucn Tace a fresb; and 
thea I fele my (elfe very melancholique, and 
Bday almoſt 
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almoſt vnficr for ſoc good an enterpriſe, yer on 
the one (ide the vaſupportable rorments of hell 
wereloe fearctully repreſented vnto mee, & ſo 
rigorouſly threatned againſt mee; and on the 
orher ide the inexplicable ioies of heauen were 
ſoc plenrifully offered vnto mce, and thy grace 
did ſoe powertully afliſt mee, that all theſe 
hindrances had noe power to ſtay mee, or di- 
uerte mee from promiling frankely and freely, 
to vndettake this happy courle which | haue 
begun by thy holy inſpiration. After this rime 
J had ſve abandoned the worlde and worldly 
affzires.thar when I heard any (peeche of them, 
I thowghr rhey were like {pceches of madd 
people, or a: ihe Jeaft I:Ke the ralke of yorg 
children, whoe 1:21ke ordinarily of vaine and 
ridiculous things and alwates iwpertinenr; yea 
thoſe that had iuch communications, ſeemed 
ro mee to bee as farre from mce, as though 
they came out of an other worlde, or out ofa 
region farre diſtant; (oe farre had Gods grace 
now preuailed wich mee, to drawe mce from 
the worlde, 


How hee was doubtful in faith; and howe hee 
purpoſed $0 [fuay: what aviſion hee had whilt 
bee wes abroad in the fieldes 


THE FIFTH CHAPTER. 


H Auing abandoned all letts, and hindran- 
ces cauſed by the yauitic of the worlde, | 
celolued 
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reſolved now to putt in practiic how I could 
(erue God: bur preſently an other tentation 
tooke hold of mee, which aftlited mee wotie 
then all the reſt, (to wit) what religion 1 shovid 
embrace: but thy mercies, © lord, Which aided 
wee before, shewed themielues more clcarely 
to mce heercin; For when | had confidered 
how the Chriſtian world was latcly awwided 
into divers formes of Religion,and {ceing how 
our Country of England, did hold a Kinde of 
Rebgion differing from ihe reſt, and reficGing 
how I had beenc alwaies bredd and brought 
vp according to that Rebgion, without cucr 
knowing any othet: thele things beeing deba=» 
ted and diicufled in my vnderſtanding,occabo- 
nedin mee much doubt whichofthete Ishoald 
embrace: As I thought, Ilawe wile and learned 
men on both ſides, which made mee doubrlioe 
. Much the more what 1 should doe: And rhis 
made mee (oe much the more anxious, becaule 
I feared that I could nor atraine to the pertet 
knowledg of this matter. O ſaid I, what an 1n- 
hni:c labour 1s this? Into what an incricat las 
byrinth am 1 fallen? Burt thy boly inſpirations, 
0 lord, alwaics alliſtcd mee, which willed mee 
not to deſpaire, bur rather ro aſſure my ſelfe, 
that 1n vihag good micanes | Should obraine my 
defire, where vpon | returned to London, the 
monday followipg,ro gerr forme booke which 
handled the comrouerhes of rehgion,that bee- 
ing at my lodging, I might examin them ber- 
rer, 
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rer,ondalto more couentently pray,faſt, watch, 
ly: hard, and doe (u hihingsas Irhoughc good 
to 101Ne With my ſtudic; And alchough | knew 
thar in the opinion of proreſtants (to which 
] aifo was then enclined) ſuch exrerior actes 
would i:tle auaile mee, yert | would needes 
ſce what truir miphi followe heereby, deican. 
ting in this manner with my (elfe; If they doe 
not prothr mee, yet at leaſt they* cannot hinder 
or hurce mce. Brzeing thus reſolued ro ſtudde, 
and to bend all my wirrs to rhe (earch of theie 
d:thicaltes, 1 felt my harte much eaſed; not- 

withſtanding 1 doubted what the end would 
bee, But calling to minde thote words of 
conſolation /reke and yee hall finde, huock and it 
Shall bee opened vnto you come vnto mee all pie that are 
beauteladen, and | will refresh you, and likewiſe the 
example of Cornehus the cerurto whoe before 
hee belecued was our of the right way, yet by 
reaſon of his good life and good intention, hee 
obtained ro bee inſtructed in vertue; by thele 
wordes, and by this example 1 fay, L was much 
raiſed vp and coforted, Furthermore becauſe 
feared leſt the circumſtances of my (infull life, 
might barre mee from obtaining this grace, I 
examined my tclte ofren by the rule of the 
ewclue fruits of the holy Ghoſt which were 
written inthis booke, and when 1 found my 

ſclfe defetuous, I ſtrined ro an amendment. 
The Friday after dinner | ended the reading 
ef this bvoke of reſolation, and the (ame cue» 
ning 
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ning | went into the helds to waike, and me» 
ditate of this matter which.occupicd my head, 
where having ſtard a while, I returned home« 
wards, #nd as I came neere therro by accident 
l looked en one fide of inee, and (cemed co (ge 
inthe {ame field, a company of horſes going 
all togerher in a faire greene Allie; Ar the firit 
VieWc, | cthoughe in tive hchar chis was that 
appeared vnto mee, and there vpon | wenr for= 
ward and h.auing gonr hut 1wo or thice yardes 
farther,| ſawe them: behinde mee, and viewir 
them againe, they ſeemed not to bee horles, 
bur fpirits, and then | made baſte to thew;and 
afccr | had gone ſome few paces, I indged chem 
againc hoctess and ſodainly ſtajed vpon it, and 
reproumyg my lelfe, ] ſpake inwardly to my 
ſelfe, what isit I may rhinke of this? Are noe 
theſe horſes ſome ſprries ? Hauing gone ſome 
dozen paccs, and looking behinde mee, ſawe 
nothing of that which | former]y ſawe , bur 
thereſncceded in the ſame place a greate come 
pany of poore people, ill cladd in browne co» 
our, of whome {ome cartied white wallets on 
theire Shoulders, ſome other greate leather 
botrels in theire hands: | was more troubled 
at this fodaine change then I was before, and 
therefore turning wy lelfe rowards them, I ſere 
my \elfc ro behould them wishly, and haurng 
taken a good viewe of themfor a good ſpace 
as | went on, I thought thar they might bee 
hay-maKers for that 1t Was the (calon vary 
uc 
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ſuch did trauaile, and ſoc I pertwaded my ſelfe 
in very decde; Inthis per (walion | held on my 
way, & could not but wonder what that might 
bee, char (ſeemed co mee a muleitude of horles, 
and what was become of chem; which alchough 
"Ihad diſcuiſed with my lelfealong time I could 
reccauenoe faristattion, Immediatly I rurned 
againe,and loked ba.k cowards the ſame place, 
and al! was vanished, and in their place I ſawe 
a well ordered compamie of men and children, 
all clad in a whitsh colour: vpon the (1ghr of 
them | m2d+ as much {pcede as | could ro goe 
vorot1em, burT coulinorapproach vntorhem, 
for they went as faſt from mee, as I came to- 
wards then, and iecmed to keepe the (ſame 
pace in retiring from mer, as did in aduan« 
ciog, me, At length] fawe them clearely and 
beheld rhem perfeRtly:They were all clad alike 
witha kinde of veltment, like ro long gownes 
with wide ſleenes, [he colour of theire gar- 
ments wasa W'iregray Theire robe had vpon 
ic from che neck to the girdle, a thing which 
I mighrc liKen to a (pamsh cloake; they had 
theire robes girt ro them, and {ome of them 
vnder their garments, Wore as it were Aa 
white robe like roa furplis, with greate and 
wide fI:cyes made of linnen, and vpon theire 
hcad they wore greate hatrs all of rhe ſame 
fashion, and of the ſame colour as were their 
robes. The men were in the midſt, and the chil- 
dcen on both fGdes; Soc Went they in order all 
along 
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along the breadth of this Allic: they ſeemed ro 
mee to goe very cheerefully and gratiouily as 
ir were dancing and reioicing, they Shooke 
theire ſleeves intoken of ioye:l woulde gladly 
hauc accoaſtcd chem, but they made fromanee; 
if I moued neyecr foe litle, and when I Rared 
they ſtated alſo, imitating heerin the former 
viſions, by all which fgnes I conicQured thar 
they would drawe mce after them, that | might 
followe them. After agood ſpace of time [ 
ſtaied my ſelfc. and cloied my cics to the end 
that I might behoulde them berter and more 
Mapa dallen opening my cies I beheld chem as 
bc tore, and then I rgended my pace cowards 
them, thinking thatifthey went on,chey would 
ſtzic at a hedge which was now very neere to 
them, and then I should vnderſtand what all 
this meant, Buc becing come thicher, Lſawe 
nothing art all, butin an other clofle before mee, 
I 'awc ouc ot thegreaceſt of this company all 
alone, and preſently hee vanished, and een 
ned home: In goyng homeward I was muling 
With my (clfe, & carneſtly laboured to (earche 
the meaning of this, and framed diuers con- 
ceptions: but © good God thon wouldeſt nor 
that I should knowe, the expoſition of it, thou 
Kne welt chat it Was much better for mee, that 
the knowledg of irshould bee ſuſpended: and 
thereforeall the declarations that I or others 
could make, were licle co the purpoſe, till ſuch 
tice as it was manifeſted ro mee in fitt rime 


and 
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and place,according to thy holy orcordination., 


Of bu conference with a Catholique and 
of his danoers eſcaped. 
THE $SIXTE CHAPTER. 


Eeing come home, although 1 would wil- 
Yling:y haue faſted, yet I lat downe to [ups 
er 14 Companie, and becauſe 1 did cat very lite 

4g aS | nad I:kowile done foine dayes betore, 
che ompanyasked mreenrt 1 were hck,os indeed 
I was, bat yet they Kn-we not of what dis 
ſeaſc, neicher could thcy ghuctle; Atrer tupper T 
went io bedd, and aftcr y had marurely confi» 
de:ird this matter, | imparted it wholly ro 
Caibo;1quc which lodged with mee ro whome 
alrhoogh h-ec were my familiar and inward 
fricnd, | had communicated noething as yers 
when | had rould him brictely what | had done 
all the we Ke paſt, and whar tentarion | had 
bad, how | was aft-&cd, and how | purpoled. 
to employ my time for the [earching our of ihe 
eric tith, how tothar end | thought to goeta 
London on monday,how I had diſpoſed of all 
my buifttnes, and laſtly char which 1 thought! 
not tv haue done, | icucaled my viſion allo to 
him | 
. Hee reioicing to heare this, encered into 
conference with mee, laying. As for rel1gionl 
thiake there will bee bur (mall doubt of it, rhe 
eruech it (clfe 15 (oe cuident and apparant, __ 
of 
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for you to bolt ir our by ſtudy, beeing of {oe 
ſmall learning and judgment for this purpoſe, I 
hould ic noc waies expedient, for it will bee 
long ere you will by this meanes rake a firme 
and good reſolution. To whome I anſwered 
doc not dilwade mee from this ſearche ofthe 
truth by mine owne ſtudie, for the matter is of 
too greate importance, and too doubtfull for 
mee ro giue creddir to one fide or to the other, 
Vpon this wee reſolued 'the next mornin 
togoc towards London where by his model 
might conferre with ſome QO_—_ Preiſts, 
bur hee tould mee, there may bee ſome dif. 
cultic in bringing a Preiſt ro conferre with 
you, becayſe hee may miſtruſte you, if you be= 
come nota Cathohique you may occaſion his 
takipg. For although Preiſts doe not feare the 
affliction which may befall them for ſoc good 
a cauſe, yet for the ſccuritic of them wich 
whome they conuerſe, they are and ought ro 
bee circiſpet to whome they diſcouer them= 
ſclues. To whome I made anſwere: [ntructh T 
doc belecuc that when Ishall bee fully reſol- 
ved in one religion, | Shallnot forbeare to hate 
and perſecute the cgneraty. The next mornin 
eatly wee went rogither towards London, an 
inthe way hee tooke occaſion often in dif 
courſe, to petſwade mee to his religion. Amog 
other matrers of diſcoutſe,heeſpake ofa booke 
which the Proteſtants faigned co haue beene 


| found ina corner of a wall ,which was of an 
| = C & old 
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old dare, andas they fatc prooucd cuidently 
theire doctrine. Hee (aid ihatthis booke was 
allcadged often in pulpits as a boo ke of greare 
authorine, and of noc ſmall moment to. main» 
raine theire Gholpell, and yer the ſame booke 
a litleafter was recalled by themiclues ro their 


Shame, and confuſion; Aftct ward I vadeiſtood 


thar this was a true hiſtoric, 

Hee (pakeallo of a certayne cxorc'(me done 
by a Catholique Prieſt, and related many other 
ſtrange and mcruailous things done 1n it, and 
how finally the deuill + as calts out of the pol+ 
(clled perton, and reſtored to foriner healthy 
but yet of this | doubted much.O lord | cofelle 
to thee my infidelty, in not belecuing ihe 
power and authoritne, whie1 thou gaueſt co thy 
diſciples laying; Haue ye pour ouer the yn.leane (pt= 
1815, bur by the multitude of thy mercics | ſawe 
afterward ſoc many examples, thai there was 
noc cauſe to call it in doubt for which thy holy 
name be eucr prailed. Hce had this ſpeeche 
with mee and much other rodrawe mee from 
the newe religion, although I yer held my farmg 
purpole to fojlowe the courle of my [tudie, as 
the piincipall foundation vpon which | would 
build my Knowledge. 

All this rime that wee were together, I did 
call :o mipde wy hfe paſte, and in the end breas 
King out of adepih of my inward thoughts, 
(odainly cried out and ſaid. O if I had died 
hceretofore what had become of mce for all 
erernitie! 
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eternitie! Alas how many dangets haueTeſca= 

ed!O lord I belecche thee gine wee grace'tbar 
wr neuer ceaſe 10 thanke thee for toc greare 
& meruailous deliuerances,from ſuch extreame 
and deſperate dangers Then T began'to recite 
to my companion, how when | was vety litle, 
I brake by chance my back bone, and yer by 
the goodnes of God 1 recouered wy health, 
An other time how falling into a dangerous 
maladie, and almoſt deſpairing of ynevts > 
my ſelfe, by reaſon of 4. or 5. incifiots whic 
werealſo to bee reiterated in ſo much that my 
bowells were (eene, and therefore the Phiſt» 
tion ſaid that hee had litle hope of life,notwith 
ſtanding by Gods greate goodines, I was hea- 
led and eſcaped this daunger. I likewiſe re- 
counted to him how at an other time, I beein 
very render and yong,fell into a fatt of boiling 
beere, where T had beene ſuffocated, had it 
not beene that, by Gods prouidence one was 
there at that time which rooke mee our inſtan= 
tly. An other danger greater then the former L 
eſcaped when becing come ro the blofſomin 
of youth, ſtirred and mooued by proud follie, 
aducntured my (elfe into a deſperate combat 
that I could hardly paſſe our of it with m 'ife; 
ſeeing my companion ſoc wounded that hee 
lay for dead, and my felfe alſo laicd on rhe 
grownde. | 

Theſe digers I could not call co minde with- 
our” greare feare and crembling ſaying, In 

vw 
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.whancaic had 4 beene if L had dicdithen: I con» 
felſe o.lord , that chou haſt deltucred mee from 
all ihele;and therefore [render thee all humble 
thavkes, and not ;only for theſe, but for noe 
lefle deligerances lince that time by fea & land, 
and clpecially inagreate ſicknes wherein I lay 
ſpeccheles; Thou haſt 5hewed thy fatherly care 
ouer mee, when | wretched and vnhappy crea- 
ture, had noe feare of thee, Thou haſt vied 
greate meanes to make, mee knowe the feare- 
full ſtace wherein I, was; Bur alas I beeing. 
blinde and obſtinate .negleted them. I fel 
into foe deepe meditation of theſe things, and 
of my.life paſt, that I did not ſyffer wy (pirir 
10 occupy itſelfe in any other thing? Andif by 
chancel looked vpon the fields to take a litle 
recreation, I did preſently reprooue my (elfe 
sharpely for it, fearing ro offende the, o my 
God; And in conlideting theſe things, I could 
hardly forbeare weeping, and chiefely when 
I came to the citty of London where thoſe plas 
ces were repreſented to mee, whetein I 
vainely delighted my [elfc,and at length reſtrais 
ning teates as long as I could, I shedd themin 
greate aboundance, ſoc that meeting ſome of 
my old companions, I pluckt downe my hart, 
and held downe my head, through shame and 
confuſion in my ſelfe, From that rime, O lord, + 
thou did(t humble the pride of my lofty hart, 
| and made mee fee the [amentable tate whet- 
in I was, ſoc thac of an ynbridled wilde colt, 
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and a furious bull, thqu thadeſt mee 4' pbore 
and contetyprible alle, willing to bearepdke 
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dens , anda sheepe diſpoſed to beare and fol 
lowe thee, \ i 


tol.: 
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0f theamanner which bee parpoſed 10 himſelf 
for his ſludies,and how hee wihed anll foi [4 


conference with a Puritan. on 
THE SEAVENTH CHAPTER. 


Hen wee were come to Londen, wee 
would nor goe together, bur wee.cgclus 
ded hee should goce on one fide and 1, op che: 
other,ro the end that according ro'out dehigne, 
hee might Canferre with Caheligne and8 
wich Proteſtanres, ſoe that wee might cullour 
the reaſons and argumeces of both (lides,and [o 
the next morning wee might compare 446 Wax 
wn , andin the'meane while ] weng. to my 
odging , where inſtantly | kneeled downe, to 
pray,giuing now full ventto my teares which [ 
ad reſtrayned before; In ry prayers I prayed 
that God would giue mee light and fauour ,. to 
beeable ro finde the a, and (1nceri;ie 0! 
true religion, which afcerward was mercifully 
granted to mec: Afterward [ lified vp my ſelfes 
and rooke my pEne in my had,to write downe - 
the points of controuerlie which [did purpoſe 
to ſtudie; and intheend I cefoluced ro meddle 
but with fome'of the principall points, as for 
example that of che real wat LE: of Tesvs 
Cc yg _ Chriſt 
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Chriſt inche SAcKaMenrt; T he reas6 that moo« 
ved mee (oro doe was this, that if | did finde 
thaclesvs Chriſt were not really there, chen 
certeinly that could not beea true religion, 
neither could that Church bee holy which had 
ſoc greatean errour to believe that hee was 
where hee was not, and which doth honour a 
crtcarure with that adoration, wWhith 15 dewe to 
the Creator:ion the contrary (ide if Iesvs Chriſt 
bee truely presEc in the Sacrament; thought 
it impoſlible that that' coulde bee his ſpouſe 
and the| holy Church which ſaith that hee 1s 
nor,where in truthe he is, and (oe refuſctha 
b -nefittſoe greate, and (o vneſtimable : 1 reſols 
ned therefore ro give noe creddit to that 
Chutch which 1 found Failing in this high 
oint; and beſides I Kknewe that hee ( as Saint 
1s. pion ſaith) which ecreth in one point of 
faith , can not bee ſaned, Heereupon I wrote 
downe this point of the holy Sacrament , and 
ſome others. Afterward | tought what I could 
ſay againſt the Catholique opinion. | 
Having my head fraught with theſe mat- 
rers, ! wenttoa Puritan of my acquaintance; 
with whome after | had diſcouricd a while, 
hee asked mee if I would receiue the Lorde 
ſupper wich him the day following ; 1 was glad 
ro heare (peake of this ro the end that I might 
haue occaſion to debate this queſtion, which [ 
purpoſed ro propoſe vnto him: I anſwered him 
if wee goc ro any Sacrament, wee firſt ought ro 
ec 
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bee well prepares, bur now the rime was ve- 
ry Shorte; Norwitbſtanding (hee ſaid)chat ther 
was ſnthcienc rime, ro wit, to cate his bread 
and drinke his wine , then thinking with my 
{elf- of the danger of the rime, and the qualitie 
of rhe man with whom [ ſpak*, | ſawe it peri- 
lous ro medle, but conſidering that ſuch perill 
could not bee auoiied,ro wir,that erherl muſt 
vie ſuch conference, or hazard my foule in 
hung in ignorance,l concluded to enter with 
him 1nro the queſtion of Religion, 'and princit- 
pally rouching the Sacrament hee hauing giuen 
mee occafion of creating therof, 

Bur thou o God which direCteſt all the wayes 
of thole which (eeke thee in fimplicinie of 
harte, wouldeſt not permitr thar | should haue 
conference with this hererique, who was dif- 
poled, if notro kill che body, yer at leaſt ro kill 
the ſoule. For cuen as I thought to enter inco 
this conference, there came 1n a third perſon 
which brake of my diſcourſe, and fruſtrated 
mee of my intention, though I wayred a while 
the departure of this partye. Bur whiles I thus 
a'tended, other friendes of this Purican came in 
alloe, whorooke him away inro their copany, 
and yer | followed him ro the place where hee 
went, hoping that hee would quitt his compa» 
ny,thac (0 I might have opportunitie to ſpeake 
with him. but I loſt my labour and my payne, 
O good lord how mercifall waſt rhou heecein 
ynzo mee for thou preſerued(t mee fro a great 

Cc 4 euil 
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ewll , fore!ceing how 1 might haue beene 
eroubled with his falſe obieQ1ons,and (oe hap. 
pily more inucigled in his hereticall opinions, 


_ Of bus Spirituall Tentations, 
THE EIGHTH CHAPTER: 
QEcs that I could nor bee parraker of my 


deſire, in hauing conference wich this Pu» 
ritan,] was diſquiered in wy ſpirit and hoping 
that the next morning | might have better op» 
portunitic of conferiing with him, | wenttog 
friend which was well afteRioned ro the Cas» 
thohque Religion ro arme my (elfe the better 
to ditpute with the Puritan that having con» 
ferred theyre opinions together,1 ty Bins 
diſcerne the truthe, Soe | went co-his Jodging, 
bur 1 found him not there;Therefore to aduer- 
tile him that] had beene there, I puralitle 
peece of paper inthe Key hole of his doore,in 
which I requeſted him, that as ſoone as hee re- 
turned, hee would come to mee to my lodging: 
ſoc I went home, and there ſatt mee downey 
and began to thinke ſeriouſly of this buifines, 
Aſſoone as it was cuening,lI retired my (elfe in» 
to my ſtudie, where on wy Knees I praycd to 
God; then had I a sharper conflicte then euer 
before,then did my enemies (ceke to intrappe 
mee with new intentions, thendid they giue 4 
hor and fresh aſſaultto diuverte mee from my 
good purpoſe,andto holde mee captiue in their 


pollelion, : 
O good 


x 
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O good God how litle force haue wee when 
thou doſt neuer(o litle withdrawe thy hand 
from vs! Thy grace (o fortufyed mee a litle be-+ 
fore,that I thought there was nothing able for 
to Shake mee: Nowe thou haſt turned thy face 
fro mec,and I was preſently troubled;] perſwa» 
ded my (elfe that I was ſomewhat, although 
was cue leſſe then nothing; (ſaid I willbecome 
wile, and ſtraight way I becamea very foole, 
]I doc now knowethar without the ayd of thy 
holy grace wee can doenothing , It is certein 
that vnles thou Keepe the cirrie, in vayne doth 
hee travayle which chinketh ro keepe itz, The 
grace which thy goodnes dothcommunicate 
to vs,is meaſured by thy wildome, which will 
nor permite that wee bee allwaies aſliſted alike 
in our praiers; ſo that now purting my ſelfe 
on my Looks to pray, I had nortthe feeling of 
my wonted feruour, but contrariWile I. found 
my ſelfe very vnapt , and loathed moreand 
more to perſeuer init, Belides I felt a diſcon- 
tentmenc and anxicty of ſpirit , which did 
much trouble mee, 

Now my enemy began to play his parrs, for 
hee (ceing that noe thing held mee bur igno» 
rance of the true Religion, hee rooke occalion 
to vexe mee that ſohcee might moreecaſily ouer- 
Fhclme mee: Therefore hee obieRed ro mee , 
that I vndertooke roo hard a marter, ſaying, 
that the reſolution of it, is coo high a matter , 
and far excecding my capacitie, for if Icarned 
"3 Ut Cc's " and 
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and iudicious men doe not atraine to it, what 
hope canſt thou hane? well may you haue ſome 
conjeCture but neuer (uch knowledge as to af» 
ſure your (aluation thereon. 

In the end I rofe and tooke the foreſaid 
booke of reſolurion agayne into my hands, and 
read {Smewhart ofthe paynes of heil, thinking 
by this meanes to kindle my deuorionin praier,/ 
bur ir proficed nothing. Afterward | felt more 
deduQtion, bur 1 found my ſpirit more vexed 
and :ffl:Qed then before: for then were ſugge» 
ſted to mee by the enemy ſo many ſorres of 
eenrations,(o many newe ({ights and inuerions, 
and with ſo a wonderfull ltuclines, thatl poore 
wretch allaſtonished , was milerably ouerchar- 
ped with feare; and while ]I was in this ſtare, 

ce did not ceale to obict ſtrangely ro mee, 
that not only 1 should neuer atraine ro Krowe 
the truthe by my ſtudy , bur that my (ſpirit 
Should bee (o rurmoiled, thar | should bee in 
danger to leeſe my witte, and thar wy braine 
was already ſomewhar crackt,and that Ishould 
neuer bee (ſo well ſertledin my witrs as | was 
before. O good God how wily is the enemie 
of mankindc? Theſe things were obieRed to 
mee with ſuch vnknowen (ubriliry , that 1 was 
notable roreieft chem, yea the more | labou- 
red ro purt them from mec,the more did they 
aſſaile and afflit mee,and they were the more 
violent agiinſte mee, becauſe | wasalone , and 
ynexpericnced in ſpitituall combats, 

| Wk After 
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After I had becne (orely beaten by this fierce 
battaile, at length I lifted vp my ſelfe, thin- 
. king becauſe I had reſted licle or nothing the 
wn paſte, that the heauines of fleepe would 
d driueall theſe turmoiles out of my head, Bur 
d after I had ſtripr my ſelſe, and laid my felfe 
p | downe,nor vpon my accuſtomed bed bur vpon. 
the grownde wirha fingle couerlet , all theſe 
c moleſting .thoughtes reprelented themſecJues 
d with ſuch cagernes,that my ſoule was wonder- 
- fully weakened and oppreſſed, in ſo much that 
f I was hardly able ro ſubbiſt any longer, 
This was the ſoceſt conflict that euerT had, 
: ſo that | became as a man depriued of his ſen. 
. ſes,yea the force of thele rentations was ſuch, 
, that ic brought mee even to the next doore of 
deſpaire, And the feare which had to fall in- 
roit, wonderfully diſquiertred my ſoule. Tor- 
mented in this manner, I could inde noe eaſe 
| from theſe terrible dolours, my body alſo ſub. 
ie& to it, could haue noe manner of repole, 
| but toſſed and turned it lelfe, on this fide and 
) that, 
| This mannet of lying was ſo vnplealing to 
| my ememie (as 1 afrerward knew that hee cea- 
) ſed nor to ſuggeſte vneo mee, that if | went 
| vnto my bedd, I shoulde finde more repoſe. 
And thou, O Lord, ſaweſt mine. affl &ion and 
permirtedfſt ir,thou baſt tried my harte,and viſi« 
| ted it by night, and haſt examined mee by fice, 
foraſmuch as thou didſt forlake mee to prooue 
MCces 
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mee, but it pleaſed thee that | shoulde knowe 
my ſelfe,nor for the loue of thee,forthou hadſt 
noe neede of mee,burt for my (elfe, for mine 
oWne greare:good and profir; For I preiumed 
before of mine owne perſon,andl thought my 
ſelfe of my (elfe,able and ſufficient enough,and 
filly wretched foole that 1 was, I did not per- 
ceaue that I was gouerned by thece,and heerein 
I abuſed my ſelfe,till 1 fawe that thou was gone 
a While from mee, then I (awe that myer- 
rour and failing proceeded from my (elfe, and 
my rifing out of this miſery wherein | was 
plunged,came from thee, O glorious clearcnes 
thou haſte opened mine cies, and i|luminared 
them,l hauc ſeen and knowen that the life of 
man vpon catth is nothing but a tentation, 
and that noe flesh canglory before thee, much 
leſſe ro iuſtifie it ſelfe.forafmuch as if there bee 
any good in it, greate or ſmall,it commeth fro 


thy bountie,and if there bee anyeuill, ir com- 
meth from our ſclues. 


The Tentation becipg ouercome, the conſolation 
followeth the truthe was reuealed tohim : 
and bowe hee with an other by his meane 


beeing conuerted , Were reconciled to the 
Charche, 


THE NINTH CHAPTER. 


Leſſed bes our lord which deliuered mee 
got into bondage nor into their teeth: _ 
| ſouie 
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ſoule as a ſparow was delivered from the ſnares 
of the hupters , the nettes are broken, and 
_ wee were deliuered. Bleſſed bethy holy name, 
which art neare vnto the afflied \, and doeſt 
not permitte that they shoulde bee tempted 
aboue theire force. Inthe middeſt of this ſoe 
reate delolation and danger , in the middeſt of 
b greate obſcuritie, thou cauſedſt a beame of 
thy goodnes to shine vppon; mee by the light 
whereof dilcouered this heape of fraud and 
of illuſion, and looſed the knorre of all the (ub+ 
tilcies of my enemy, (ecing clearely that this 
vexation Was noe thing bur the tentation of 
the cuill ſpicit,and bleſſed bee thy holy name, 
for it? | 
After theſe tribulations ceaſed, Ireſted in 
greate tranquillitic,and quietnes of ſpirit, yeal 
became more conſtant and reſolute. And it 
pleaſed thee ſo to recopence theſe tribulations 
and afflitions,by aboundance of ioies, and co» 
ſolations,for the conſolations of the holy Spi- 
rit preuented mee in ſuch manner ,thatl fele 
ſuch plentie of ioic and peace powred into my 
harte , that becing replenished withir , I had 
forgot all the worlde,and (o Il knewe noe more 
that which I was ; So was that ſaying of the 
holy Prophet fulfilled, 4ccordingts the multitude of 
my dolowrs in my harte,thy coforts have retoiced my (oule. 
M oreouer,asif this had nor beene ſufticient, 
thou dideſt rewarde mee with an other riche 
bench, which was , thou dideſt reveale by an 
incxplica» 


45 


46 The life of the Reverend Fathey 


inexplicable manner,the cleate and perfir ſight 
andaſured knowledge of thy only moſte pur 
and holy rel1g10n,and that with ſocgreate cers 
tainte,cthat | was not only confirmed therein; 
bur | thought that all co whome 1 did ſpeake 
therof , could nor any way doubt of it, which 
whenT poore worme did manifeſtly (ee not 
withour greate admiration and aſtonishment, 
] caſte forth thele wordes O lord now know 
that thou doeſt neuer forſake him which 
calleth vppon thee in trueth: for the multirude 
of ſoc greate benefirts Iconfeſle it was ims+ 
potable that | could bee tufhiciently thankes 
ull, yer burning with the ardour of charitie 
which thou dideſt impreſle in my harte, | vſed 
thele wordes: Goods, landes, life, and all other 
things are noething,, all which 1was noe leſſe 
willing to leave for thy loue, then the cruell 
and barbarous time was diſpoſed ro rake them 
from mce,as they did from other Catholiques. 
But o Lord Whatis become nowe of my 
ſtudie to which | was before ſoc bentiwhat am 
I co doe for thoſe conferences which I purpo-« 
ſed* where are the propoſitions and queſtions | 
which | had wrore downe to vſe bor argu* 
ments? likewiſe whereate my faſtings, pray-' 
ings, lying vppon the hard grownde which I 
vied as meanes to come to the knowledge of 
the crueth? O my God thou haſt prevented all 
theſe before | began tbem, ſo gracious art thou 
tothole that ſeeke thee faithfully , The "Y 
pher 
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pher (aith:Rcuegletby way to our lordgand bepein buns 
aud bee wall doe 1tzand in an other place hee (aich, 
Hee will not permitte that thetuſt bee continually tor + 
mented. Thy mercic alſo shewed it ſelfe more 
inthis cffe, for inthe time of this gracious 
vilication, beeing well conficmed in the erueth 
of cruc religion | heard one knocke at my cha- 
ber doore,and ſeeing that it was late, and my 
manner of lying was vndecent, J durſte not 
openthe doore, yet hoping in this time thar all 
would (uccede well with mee, when I vnder-= 
ſtood woe it was, I didalmoſt forcliee a good 
end and y([uc of his comming,ſoe Ilett him in, 
and receaucd him ioifully , for this was hee 
whomelI had (carched after ro colle&t fome 
arguments for the ſcarche of the truthe, whoe 
came not to mee Without Gods eſpeciall pro» 
vidence [oe that as ſoone as hee was entered , 
I comended highly, and exalted che Catholic- 
que religion, and I ſpakero him wich extraordis 
nay feruour,ſaying: Aﬀure your (elfe,thatche= 
reis noe Orher cruthe butchis, and hee won=s 
dering to heare this of mee at length was wone 
by mee to confeſſe chertrueth: rhen d1d I aske 
him if hee were reconciled to the Church, 
hee much wondering ar this queſtion, ſaid noe, 
bur God willing I will bee, whereypon wee 
relolucd to goe both together, and reconcile 
our ſelues vato the Churchand foe conferrin 

together all chat night, wee paſt it in diſcourie 
pon, this matcer , Without once ſtripping 
our 


fn 
'' 


= 


| 


48 Thelifeof the Reverend Father 


our (clues out of our cloathes, 

The next morning, which was (unday mors 
ning at the breake of day, wee proſecuted our 
deſigne of reconcilation, and went to an old 
and infamous priſon called Newgate, which 
was commonly filled with Prieſts Among wh6 
wee found a Prieſt which had becne of my 
friends acquaintance, who after his bannish« 
ment our of England became a Charther Moke 
at Antwerpe ) and this good Prieſt , putvs 
both into the hauen of our foules health, re-- 
conciling vs to the holy Church;whoe is able 0 


0 4 
| [3%y Lord to comprehende the grearenes of thy 
HY 


| mercie which was shewed co vs both, in ma- 


king mee (becing without knowledge of re- 
ligion , and one who liucd according tothe 
wickednes of the rime)in the ſpace of a weeke 
arruc_Cathohque , in ſoe much thac I did 
abhorrce the courſe of my life paſte , and deſpi- * 
ſed all the pleaſures of the worlde, and feared 
noe dangers of the time, and that hee alſoe 
shoulde bee perſwaded with ſoc fewe wordes; 
.whoe had not harkened before to any per- 
ſwaſions, | 
This happened on the day of Saint Peerer 
8d vincula, which Saint I doc beleeue did much 
aſſiſte mee heerein, becauſe 1 entered into the 
Churche, where of hee was the chicfe when 
hee lined , and the chaines and bands of my 
finnes were looſed by confeſſion on the ſame 
day, that che Churche doth celebrare the me» 
4 mory 
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mory of his chaines, broken miraculouſly by 
the Angell, fo that I might ſay with che Church 
in greate exyltation of hart z This # the dap 
which our Lord bath made , lett vs reioyee i ty 
For thou baft broken my bands I will [acrifice tothes 
4 ſainifice of praiſe, for now 1 am thy ſeruant, O 
Lord 1 am thy ſeruant , and the ſonne of thy band- 
maid the boly Church. 


How hee ſludied controuerſies, and haning aſ- 
ſiencd a ereate parte of his meanes tohis 
km/men,hee paſt beyond the ſea and of the 
motiues which inauced him to enter into 
Religion, 


THE TENTH CHAPTER. 
Hen in this manner thy mercy, O lord, 
had delivered mee from hercſfic, and 
ſchilme, reuoked mee from my life paſte, and 
eſtablished mee in thy holy Church, and when 
Lawe that I could not forall this auoide the 
dangerous and poiſonous ſpeeches of here= 
tiques,I began in goodearneſt to giue my ſelfe 
to the reading of the holy Scriptures, that by 
this meanes I might confure their fonde obic= 
ions; wherein hauing ſpent ſome time, LI 
founde manifeſtly how weake their arguments 
were, ſoc that I did nor wonder; if according 
tothe ſayinge of Saint Paul, 4n Heretique'is con- 
demned by bu own proper iudgemet tn oppugning wilfully 
the traeth; But becauſe I feared leaſt — 
4 . Vit 
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with them I might haue chat vereficd in meg, 
with the wicked thou wilt become withed , 1 did 
delire nothing more in my foule, then to finds 
| ſome other ot better life, to the end, by the aſ- 
fiance allo of thy grace, that might bee ſaid 
of mee, with the ele thou 5haAlt bee eleft; wherefore 
after 1 had conlulicd awhile, I determined 
ſpeedily, that abandoning honors, Kindred , 
friends, goods, and countrye, yea hazarding, 
my life, I would goe into [ome other Countrie 
where Gods leruants do honour him pub- 
liquely. 

Aﬀter I had waytcd for meanes to accoms 
plich my deſire, a commoditie was offered 
mee,not thinking of it, of which 1 was excee= 
ding glad, and (oe aligning aboute the halfe 
parte of my meancs for the comforce of poore 
Catholicques, and diſpoling of my affaires I 
rooke leauc of my friends who permitted mee 
ro goc though it was not without much ſorow 
and mourning after mee, and not only my 
fiiends, but one which had beene as an enemie 
to mee a Counlaylorat lawe, who vnderſtans 
ding my drifr, and that 1 had forſaken my 
friends, my meanes, and my countrye fol 
Gods ſake, rooke my departure noe Jeſſe heas 
uily then my beſt friends, and (aid that hee was 
very fory that hee had conceaued any ſuch 
opinion of (uſpition formerly of mee, and des 
clared my innocencie with. a proteſtations 
that hee had cacher hauc loſt bis ico 
Wal 
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which hee did-hope for by hispraQtiſe in the 
lawc, then my companye. 

Then I embarqued my ſelfe ro goe into 
France, but by realon of contrary windes wee 
rowed too and fro vppon the (ca 2 long time, 
& were often in very greate danger of becing 
caſte awaye;But O lord thou which art che de» 
fence of the which truſte in thee, dideſt deliuer 
and bring vs to the defired porre, ina Catho= 
licque country where I firſt ſawe that which 
I had neuer (eenc, to wit, the maicſtie, beau=- 
tic, and magnificence of thy Church, and 
with greate contentment, 1 did firſt conſider 
the comely order which is in this mihicanc 
Church and heaucnlic Hierarchy, from the 
higheſt degree of the chiefe Paſtour, cucnto 
thole which are bur newlic encred into orders, 
hauing as yet bur {imple ronſureand euen to 
the ſecular perſons, whence euery inferiour 
deprec is ſubordinat to miniſter to that which 
is abouc it, in imitation of the heauenly Hie« 
rarchic, though not like in all things, for cuen 
as the heauenly Hierarchy 1s dinided 1nco three 
Hiecarchies, and cuery one of them into three 
orders: (oc is the earthly. As the ficſt con 'eth 
of Seraphins,Cherubins, & Thrones which doe 
illuminaterhe ſecond Hierarchie,cuery one c- 
cordingto his order & degree,ifo the firſt earthly 
hath three orders ro wit the Supreme Brishops, 
the Archbishops,and Bishops, whoſe office it is 
to illumunate and authoriſe others which are 
Dda yndcr 
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vnder them, The (ſecond heauenly Hicrarchi 
coliſtethin chree orders: Dominatious, Powen 
and Principalitics,and cheſe are i]]uminated ng 
immediacly from god, bur from the Superiout 
Angeclls, & they illuminate thoſe that ar vader 
them. The ſecond Hierarchic of the militant; 
Chatch 1s allo of thee degrees, of Abborg, 
Priors &Curats,which receaue theire authork 
tie, diretion, & light from hole of the firſt, a 
from their ſuperiors, & doc gouerne,teache,& 
illuminate choſe which ace ſubicRt'ro themy 
The third heauenly Hieratchic corfiſteth of 
Veriues Archangells & Angells which are on 
illuminated and doe not illuminate others, {g 
hach the third earthly, chree orders of virgins 
cornnent perſons, & married, w hoe doe receaus 
the worde of God the Sacraments and light 
wichout adminiſtring chem to others. Thels 
things I did not altogether ſo Exaftly conſid 
then, but according to the licle light I had, 7 
Secondly when I {awe the goodly and mags 
nificeet buildings of thy Temples,the beaut: 
full monaſteries, the exquiſite painted all 
graucn jmapes, Which adorned and enrich; 
the Churches both within & wichour, I cor 


noc but bchould the glory and une! oftly} 
holy Charch. And alchoughe thou doeſt nat 
dwcllinTemplcs made with hands, as withit 
« place which dothe containe thee, yer Olotd 
I {ay withthe holy Pſalmiſt, I hawe lowed the beanth 
of 553 bog/e, and that it is pleaſing to thee, yu 
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that thou doeſt dwell there with thy ſonne in 
carnat IeEsSVs CHRIST andthe Holy Ghoſt: 
and therefore wee may (ing withihe Prophet , 
Holynes becommerh thy bowſe for ever; that isto the 
end of the worlde, and by theſe greate and 
glorious ſttuQures of monaſteries richly ren- 
ted andendewed; I could not but behould the 
greate piety and devotion which the- Catholi- 
que Church shewed, as by the ruines of them. 

- in our Countrie I ſawe and bewailed the vn- 
happy calamitye of herelie, 

Thirdly the beauttull and maieſtatine ſer- 
vices of chy Charch ſeemed to mee to giue 
much ſplendoar to ir: for when | ſawe the ſo« 
lemnicic of che maſle celebrated with Preiſtcy 
Deacons, Subdeacons and Acolites, cuery one 
in theire ofnaments according tro their degree, 
and cucry one adminiſtring according to his 
oftice,w hen I ſawe the Altar cichcly drefſed & 
adorned, the multicude of lights vppon. the* 

Altar, and round aboute the Quire, with what 

deuotion the Alcar was incenſed, the ſolemne 

proceſiion ſoe well rancked, and foe many 
deuout people following with rorches and 
| Iightes, che Quire foe well furnished with 
Preiſtes, Clerkes,and Chaunteis, cacrty one in 
his place, and clad in white preparing to cele- 
brare the. diuine office, when I ſay, I (aw all 
theſe things, I could nor bur behould chem 
with greate deuotion, as if I had ſcene in a 
| lively glaſſe the magnificence and maicſtie of 
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thy holy Churche. | 
Fourrhly good Lord, ſoc greare was my 
inward meling ſweetenes, when I heard the 
harmonious mulfick of voices & organs, which 
with himnes and canticles were offered to thy 
d1gine/ maieſtie, thar my harte could not but 
leape with 1oye,& was violently drawen from 
all worldly thoughtes; & coulde nor containg 
the ioye, but often melted into aboundance of 
reares, ſoe that my eyes ſeemed to bee two 
channells running from a plentifull fountain, 
and that T might rruly ſay with thy feruant 
Saint Augnſtine: How ofren hauc | wept fee- 
ling my (clfe lively ronched withthoſe (weett 
Canncles and Hymnes which are ſong in thy 
Church, with (oc (weete and well belceemi 
Harmonie, Thou ſeeſt, o God, how my harte 
tremblerh when 1 call to minde theſe ſoe great 
benehts, pardon therefore wy ingratitude: 
All theſe former things ſeemed ro mee, to 
be fu!l of grauitic,beautie,and magmificence,in 
thy Churche, and the rather beeing now d& 
hured f16 thoſe infernail blaſphemies, which 
are bel:ched out of the monthes of many here- 
ricall miniſters: & now lining in a Catholicque 
Country with greate rranquillitie and repoſe 
of ſpirit, I heard alſo, o Lord,thy (weete voiet 
which did invite mee more clearely to the et. 
bracirg of areligious ſolitary and prinace life, | 
by quite abandoning all worldly affaites, tt 
doubring of a matter of {o greate imporrance, 


foraſmuch 
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foraſmuch as I had heard it ſaid rhat it was 
not lawfull ro belceue cuery Spirit, I commyu« 
picatcd irro ſome of my beſt treinds, asking 
theyre aduiſe and indgment heerein,who bee= 
ing many, diftered in theyre opinions: ſome 

erſuaded mee to one thing, and ſome'ro an 
other, and all of them werelitle or nothin 
inclined to this kinde of life which I was de« 
firous to imbrace; for they perſuaded mee ra- 
ther that I should continue in the worlde 
where as | was minded to forſake ir. 

But,o Lord, thou gaueſt mee ſoe many con- 
fiderations and monons to followe thy holy 
inſpiration, that in the end after I had borne 
much affliction by contraty perſuaſious, I re- 
ſolued to putt it in execution, my firſt confidee 
ration Was founded vppon the wordes of the 
Ghoſpell which (aich, The way # ſtraight and nar- 
row which leadeth to life Cf there are fewe whith walke 
init; & I ſett before my cies the great debauch= 
ments and diſorders of moſt mens lines in 
this time, I afterward conſidered the extreame 
danger that js in the worlde where there are 
occalions of falling and plunging into ſinne,& 
how for this cauſe the Chriſtians of the pri- 
mitiue Church (which'in reſpec of theiſe of 
our times were {ains) how, | ſay,they ſeque- 
ſired themſclues from the worlde, and how 
ſome ſtriuing to bee more perfitt, fledd into 
deſerts and wilderneſles, Faria leaſt among 


men they might defile theyre ſoules with ſome 
d 4 fowle 
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fowle ſtaync of finne;How much more ought 
I poore and fraile creature retire my felfe tg 
ſome monaſterie, to {cparate my ſelfe from 
chriſtians whoe liue ſoc licentioully. 

Belides I called tro minde the greate multi» 
tude of (oules, which I had left in England, my 
familiar freinds with whome I had lived, and 
many millions of others feeing them all to 
palle this pilgrimage in miſerable blindnes, 
going like ſtcaying sheepe thorough the thick 
darkenes of herlia and (chiſme , and my lelfe 
worle then others, to bee delinered from (uch 
captiuitic; when I conſidered this I felt ſucha 
fire of charitie kindled within mee, that im- 
mediately I was forceably moued to retire my 
ſelfe fromthe worlde, Morcouer although 
was called to thy holy ſeruice yer I was not 
ynmindfull of thoſe wordes which ſay. Many 
are called but fewe are choſen. This (erued for a 
ſpurre and goade to driue mee to a more ally» 
red and perfite life then that which | did leadz 
To theſe conſiderations | added that it was . 
no ſmall thing ro expe cternall glory, to 
cometo which, wee mult palle thorough war 
ter and fire. 

And laſtly ro anſwere well to myextraordi- 
nary calling I thought I muſt embrace and vn« 
dertake more then an ordinary life,and my life 
paſt licentiouſly ſpent ought to bee recom 
penced proportionably by penance in this life 


Br the nexc, for this is agrecable co that which 


js 
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is wricren 1n holy (cripturey 4s much « sbee bath 
glorified ber ſclfe aud hath beete-in delicatie, ſor much 
gue her torment and mourning: and an ancient Dos» 
' Qtour ſaith, that a deepe wounde requireth a 
decpetent; Thele things I ay ſtirred mee vp 
to doe penance and to followe the Lanſel 
which our ſauiour gineth in the Gholpell, if 
thou wilt bee perfelt goe and ſell all that thou baſt and 
give them to the poore and thou shalt baue a treaſure 1 
heaven. Theſe and (uch things, o Lord, came 
not from mee, but proceeded fiom thy pure 
and free liberalitie, to ſtrengthen mee inthe 
courſe of my begunne life, andto confirme in 
mee thar vowe which thy goodnes had begun 
in mee: For which all praile, glory and honour 
bee rendered to thy holy name, 


of acertayne ſþirituall rauichment, wherein it 
was reuealed to him , what hee should doe; 
+ of the zotall obligation of all theſe things. 


THE ELEVENTH CHAPTER, 


Lthough theſe precedent confiderations, 
moued mee greately co forſake the world 
yet was I tolled oftentimes with contrarieties, 
before I could attaine the end of a ſmall reſolu- 
tion, But chou o Lord which art neare to thoſe 
which hauc a troubled harte, for thou baſt 
not deſpiſed a contrice and humbled harte, ſo 
that afcer I had beene occupicd in the con- 
lderation of my life to come, and not withour 
d 5 greats 
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reate anxiety and perplexiry of (pirit, after 1 
Pad my recourſerothy goodnes by continuall 
praicrs,and hnallyafter I had reſolued to cauſe 
three maſlcs ro bee ſaid in honor of thee moſt 
holy Trinitie, with intention to praic thee to 
gine mee thy grace tro abandon the world, thou 
didſt then call mee with ſoc cleare,manifeſt,& 
loude voice, that I could notrefiſte ſoc power» 
full and «ffcuall will 7 and calling ; for about 
midnight becing all alone in my chamber , and 
lifting vp my ſpirit cowards thee in this affaire, 
I felt my ſelfe drawen by thee and my {pirir (0 
filled with a (odain ſupernaturall light, and was 
ſo ſurpriſed with ſo greate a fire of Charitye, 
that becing out of my (elfe, and tranſported in» 
to thee, |] reſted like one that had loſte all fee+ 
ling of my ſclfe and the worlde, in which ra- 


vishment and alienation of (enſe; I knew after 


an vnſpeakable miner thy holy will couchin 
wy vocation, fo that if an Angell had pan 
viſibly ro mee to haue declared it, I could not 
haue better knowne it,nor more certainly be- 
leeued it, ſo that with greare aſtonishment 1 
could not containe my ſelfe but cryed out ſays 
ing : o Lord whoeis hike vnto thee, who is like 
vnto thee:o Lord; thou dideſt ſo aboundantly 
diſtill the deawe from heaucn cuen into the 
borrome of my foule that by the meanes of it, 
I ſpending all the night in thinking of it, I paf+ 
ſed jt in greare sWweerenes & (piriruall delights, 


and ſo beeing ouercome by the excelle of thy 
| goodnes 
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goodnes, | proteſted before thee and all the 
heauenly court ro abandonthe worlde wholly, 
and to diſtribare all thar | had ro the poore, 
which are thy members,'of which prowite | * 
ncuer atrer repented mee; bur which 1s more 
ſupported and fauoured by thy ſpeciall grace, 
withour any contrary tentation,the tyme'bees 
ing prolonged, I delired nothing more rhen 
ro hane opportumirie co effetuare ir,pertectly, 
which happening afterward atthe feaſt of the 
bletied Trimne | beleceued piouſlie, thou didefſt 
youchlafe mee his grace by reaſon of my deuo» 
tion in honour and praiſe of ir, to wit, becauſe 
in the day of my reconciliation, it Was inioy- 
ned me for penance, that I should faſte three 
daies, and tharl shoulde giue three almes ro 
three poore perſons; and likewiſe the day 
before, I determined to haue three waſles 
celebrated , offering all to the honour of that 
moſt holy Trinirie, 


HW hee entered into Religion, with an expoſi» 
tion of the foreſaid viſton. 
THE TWELFTH CHAPTER:t 


Lthough I had made before with my 
A (cife,a firme reſolution to become a reli- 
gious man, of the order of Sain4 Francis, 
yee I was in greate doubt whether I shoulde 
take the habit of the Cordeliers,or of the Ca« 
pucins,not knowing well which of theſ#rweo 
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did moſte followe Saint Francis; 1 fawc well 
the life of the Capucins to bee more auſtere 
and tri, yet I knewe not whether they did 
moreperfeAly obſeruc the rule of Saint Pran- 
cis, and whether they did weare his true habit 
or noe, and inclined rather to thinke thar they 
did not; (o I thought to enter inro the religion 
of the Cordeliers, and yet ob(ſeruing that they 
lived not ſoc auſterely as the Capucins, | was 
troubled, and rhought I shoulde hardly (artsfy 
my (elle in following Saint Francis (oe per- 
fectly as I defired. After I had a l6y tyme made, 
adiligenr and exaQt inquilition-hereof, | founde 
my (elte notwithitanding very doubtfull , ſoe 
that | once purpolſed ro haue gone to Rome to 
vadeiſtand it more clearely,cucn from his Hg+ 
lines owne mouth: but I chought ir beſte at 
length to goe firſt ro Paris, and there to con- 
ferre| with men of the one and the other reli 
gion, where I rooke reſolution to take the ha» | 
bir of a Capucin, following the aduiſe & coun- 
ſell of a Capucin, which before had beene a 
Cordelier, and came our of that order to Jiue 
moreaulſterely, 

Bur 1did not foe wholly rely vppon him, 
bur that I vſed all other good meanes to bee 
well informed of the truthe,& by thoſe whom 
I knewe to very learned and pious, whobt al- 
though they alſured mee that the Capucins 
liued according to the rule of Saint Francis , 
yerthey did diflwade mee to enter inco this re= 


ligion, 
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ligion , by reaſon of theyr greate auſtericie, 
(aying ro mee, that it was exceeding hardeto 
alle from one exireame vnto another, and 
befides that I choulde make a colcience in em- 
bracing luch a life, w here there was litle likely» 
hood that could continue;which they (aid be- 
cauſe they ſawe I was but of a weake conſti- 
11c1on of body. Soc that one day parting from 
Paris togocto Mcudon, to aConucnt of Ca- 
pucins, in ſome anguish of ſpirir, to ſpeake 
wich the forcſaid religious ma which had been 
a Cordclier, I cealcd not to praie feruently , 
tillſuch ryme as comming neare the conuent, 
I felt my (elfe much eaſed and ſuch a vigour & 
force of ſpirit was giuen to mee, that | relol- 
ucd immediatcly to become a Capucin, and in» 
ſantly T had an inſpiration which (aid to mee 
loenow all the viſtonis accomplished,asit may 
bee ſeene by that which followeth., 
Heeccupon I felt my (elfe ridde of all affli- 
@Qions,and whereas I came from Paris, to haue 
ſome aſſurance by way of his aduiſe, I entered 
into the conuent of the Capucins now fullyre- 
ſolued,ſo that in ſteade of conſulting with him, 
at the firſte wordc I asked of him when I wighe 
take the habit, Then was, o Lord, all that full» 
filled, which thou hadſt foretold mee by the 
foreſaid viſion, when by the horſes which I had 
formerly ſcene was repreſented to meceall mun-+ 
daince vyanitie paſt, in which I was long deligh- 


ted, By the men (oc poorely cloathed, was te» 
preſcated 
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preſented to ince the contempt of the worlde, 

and the pouertic in which I shoulde take con-' 

rencment. By the colour and fashion of theyre 
attire, with cheyre baggs ana bottells. was lig- * 
nified co mee my vocation, whichshoulde bee 
the life of the Capucins. By the men and chil» 
dren cloathed in gray,and (ome wearing white 
ſurplfles, were ligmified ro mee the Cordehers, 
and that (oc perfectly, that when I (awe them 
ſing together at the desk+, mee thought | {awe 
th: very hgures of my vition, Etthacl follows 


ed them, this is alio cfctcd 1n that the Cor» 


deliers hue much inutcd meetofollowe them, 
And I hauing along tyme reſted my fe!fe vpon 
their perſualiong, and for that they ſtaied for 
mee when | made any ſtaye, ths ignihed chat 
when | was in doubt concerning the obleruace 
of the cule,they laboured to relolue mee, ſaying, 
that with them I should ovbſerue well the cule 
of SainR Francis and that they wonld an{were 
for mce,at the day of iudgment for this point, 
Concerning him which left his compagnie, 
and getring before them went ſtraight before 
them, in an other clofſe where hee appeared to 
mee, that which happened after did (ceme to 
mee to point it our direaly, whena Cordehier- - 
hauing left his fellowes did exceedethem in aus 
ſerine of life, and went into an other cloſle, 
that is into an other congregation, to wit the 
Capucins right before vs, whichis rowards per» 
fetion; laſtly hee appearcd iv mee as drawing 
mee . 
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mee afrer him, and inviting mee to paſſe ouer 
this companic, to wit che order of the Corde- 
liers, and to followe him to the Capucins, as I 
did afterward according to his aduiſe; when at 
Paris, alicle after on the 23, of the March fol- 
lowing 1586. I rooke the habit, where two 
others of che ſame country,and borne of noble 
familics , which were come into [France for 
the ſame end followed mee, and by my exam=- 
ple, and my counlell, receaued allo the ſame 


habit. 


A briefe repetition of the foreſaid printipall 
points by way of Thankesgiuing . 


THE THIRTENTH CHAPTER: 


Owec,O my God and Sauiour, when I call 
to minde all theſe mecuailous workes , & 
thy exceeding benefitts beſtowed vppon mee, 
poore worme and vngratefull,vnprofitable and 
negligent ſeruant, when I cemember them to 
imprintthem the rather by this meanes into my 
harte, and to engraue them inthe botrome of 
my ſoule, I am A to.confelle, that I inde 
nothing more [weere & (auorous to my (oule, 
nor knowe nothing that is more pleaſing to 
thee,then to praiſe and laude thy holy name for 
them, 

| For thou haſte compalled mee about thou 
haſt raught mee, and kept mee as the apple of 
thyne eye; Thou which art the way, halt lead: 
mee 
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mee into the way of thy holy truth, ſo tharl 
ſtraied nor, Thou that art che cruth, haſt raughy 
mee, ſo that I erred nor, in things' which were 
hard and profound, Thou thar art the life , haſt 
preſexued mee lo that a multitude of morrall 
darres of the worlde, the flesh and the devill, 
hauc not wounded mce to death: O my light 
thou |haſt founde mee out in a deſert land, that 
is in England whichis vnpeopled of Catho» 
liques, #n a place of hor1owur that 1s in horrible 
finnes: 4 land of preate deſolation where there 
is (catce (cencany trace or footeſtepp of catho- 
lique/rcligion, | 
O|my loue, thou haſt ſpread thy wings of 
thy mercy, and haſt taken mee into thy fauour, 
and (cruice, and baſt carried mee vpon thy 
shoulders; for ama moſt vile finner, I haue 
builded vpon thy back: O my (weetenes, thou 
haſt taught mee to drawe honnie our of the 
rock'of penance, and oile out of a moſte harde 
flint ſtone,to wit, out of a moſt ſtraight rule, 
and in all this o Lord thou haſt beene my only 
guide ſo that I may iuſtly ſay, hee hath noc done 
in like manner to any other nation; Giue mee 
grace therefore, o Lord, to thinke of them of» * 
ren, and to expreſle them fo, that I beeing vn- 
rarefull as lam, yet others may praiſe thee 
or them. How greatea benefirt was this, to 
conuerte mceat thattime and place, in which 
I determined ro take my recreation, ſceing for 
that end 1 walked forth inco the feilds? The 
multirude 
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multitade of wy tentations, (o my God)dot 
cuermore preache thy praiſes: my ſpeedy, ſods 
dain and perfe& conuecrſion, doth shew ſuffi- 
ciently the power of thy grace, that neither rhe 
flower of my age, nor the fury of youth, nor 
the pleaſure wherein I did liue, nor'the liberty 
which I had, nor the company which I hayn<+ 
ted, nor the place in which I abode, nor the 
habitade and long cuſtome of my euill life paſt, 
nor yet the auſteritic of a good life ro come, 
had any force to (taie mee. 

T his doth shewe thg extenſion & proreQion 
of thy right hand, by thy only condudt with- 
out any humane per(waſion, beſides the (weer 
ſtreames of reares which came from mee 
aboundantly in this my conuerſion,from what 
fountain could they proceede but from the 
vnion of thy holy ſpirit, Thebitter lighes, 
ſobs, and grones, from whence came they, but 
from a compunQion which thou baft exalted 
in my (oule? The finceritic which without 
partialitye I yſed in ſearching the true faith, & 
my firme purpoſe to ſtudy , faſt, pray, lye ypon 
the hard ground, and other auſterities wveh [ 
practiſed, from whencedid they iſſue, but from 
an aboundance of thy grace? And to ſee how 
It pleaſed thee without all theſe, ſodainly ro 
reveale, the trruthe'vnro me,this 1 ſay, makerh 
mee mach aſtonished, and to knowe certainly 
that thou' ate truly neere to thoſe whoe call 
ypon thge;and that whoſocuer shall reueale his 
«1 E & way 
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wayto our Lord, hee will doc it, and will not 
permicte, nor giue erernall trormer to the iuſte, 

And .\vhen | confider the excefliue conlolas 
tions manifeſted to mec, the merueilous reve» 
lations,cxtraordinary.viſions and rauishmenty, 
admiring thy liberalitic, | knowe cerrteinly t hat 
there is none like vnto thee among the Gody, 
nor according to thy woikes,& thai hee ſpake 
truly which (aid: Awake theu that ſlrepeſi , and 
riſe from the dead, and Chriſte will ilammare thee 
Thou alſo o Lord, did(t giue mee theſe conſos 
lations in fier ryme,to wat, when | was oppreſ- 
ſed and owercharged. with rentations, loc © 
Lord thou doeſt bring to hell and doeſt bring 
back againe,the efficacy and force of thy voice 
in the1nward of ſoules , doth exprelle it (clfe 
inthoſe three callings whith I had vnto good 
life, ro faith, to religion, reſoluing to quict bad 
life, hereſy and the worlde: Thy mercyes are 
infinite in this thy preleruation of my life from 
my youth, among ſo many perills and dangers. 
Thy fatheily protection was ſeene,in not pete 
mitting meeto have conference with that he» 
retique,, Which might baue hindered meein 
my good coutſe; And thy merucilous prouls 
dence appeared,in the conuerſion of my othet 
companion and freind, when as wee becing (0 
facr diſtant one from the other , in the country 
and inthe time of vacation wee bothe came 
to the citty the (ame day. And which is yet 
moreremarkable, wee mett at the very bays 
a 
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and inſtant of this my greate illumination, con- 
(olation, and finall reſolution. After thouſhadſt 
ſo well inftruted mee io thy faith andinfla» 
med mee in thy louc- that the fewe wordes 
which I (pake ro him did ſoe mooue his harte 
that they Wrought his conuerſion, | 1 
Wheretore I may ſay © Lord 1 hanc heard 
thy voice,'and I haue trembled , and therefore 
in the preſence of thy maieſtic, I am like a 
oore moule (eeking to hide my (elfe in ſome 
Go, and as athicfe which hath done illand 
hatech che light , I feare leaſt thy iuſtice Should 
bee excerciled againſt my vnthankefallnes, I 
feare leaſt thou art offended, rhe Saints an- 
ered, the Angells prouoked , men ſcandaliſed 
and all creatures mooued much in (ceing my 
ingratirude, and wy cuill life; I feace leaſt chey 
may cry againſte mee, and ſay; behduld the 
wrerched vngratcfull perſon, whoe narwith= 
ſtanding all thoſe greate particular fauoursand 
beneficrs, receaucd from his Lord and Maſter , 
coulde nor bee wonne to obey him. Iris thy 
greare mercy that lam not now plunged in 
the bottowleile pitc of hel, yer as the ſonne 
of thy feraane. who haue pure my {elſe vndec 
thy proreQtion, my Lord and deliuerer, I con- 
felle ro thee from my hart, and proceſ before 
thy diuinc maicſtie, that as long as 1 live, I will 
remember this,and-never forgect thoſe inflaite 


"favours which thou hat done mee inmy ten« 
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| knowe thatingratitude which is che roore 
ef allfpiriruall cuill, and a winde whichdrieth 
and burneth vp allgood, yea ſtoppeth vp the 
.founrain of divine mercye, 1s greately hatefall 
-and'diſplcaſfing to thee: 'and therefore | will 
humbly beſceche thee, that I may ncuer bee 
ingrkrefull rowards thy clemency and bounty, 
"for as often as this dragon would-haue fwal- 
lowed mee, thou haſt delivered mee from his 
iawes, when the maligne tempror was ſeazing 
vpon mee to carry mee to hell, thou of thy 
grace didſt reſtraine him.1 did oftende thee,and 
thon didſt defende mee, | did not feare thee, & 
yer thou didſt not ceaſe ro preſerue mee; T 
wentfrom thee tomy enemy, yernorwithſtan- 
ding thou didſt hinder him that heedid mee 
\n0eextreame violence, thou halt heaped vpoy 
«\meeallcheſe rich fauours, and I poore wretch 
did nat:knowe them, much lefle acknowledy 
\ther;{oe.o Lord thou haſt oftendeliaered mee 
from rhedreadfulldeuouring teerhe of the de- 
/uill and ſaucd mee from the 1awes of the lon, 
\and,l not witung of 1t,haſt brought mee from 
\the very brinke of hel] mouth, I appreached 
|\eyen to the gates of death, and thou haſt kept 
mee that I hauc not entered. 
'O my Lord I hane likewiſe beene often de+ 
{ligered;even from corporall death, euenthen 
when; | was afflicted with greeuous diſcaſles, 
and expoſed ro many greate dangers, both by 
ſca and land, by fice and water thou haſt of- 
Faſo oh L.2- ten 
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ten alliſted mee by thy greate mercy and goods 
nes, & o Lord thou knoweſt well, that if death 
had chen ſurpriſed mee,] had been perpetually 
damned: but wichour doubt thy vnſpeakeable 
grace preuenred mee allwaies, warcanting wee 
both from corporall and erernall death... 7 
Many .other beneficts chou haſt beſtowed 
yppon mee, bat yet | beeing altogether blinde, 
did not-ſee_ them till thou dideſt graciouſly 
illuminate mee;Thou-arttherefore, o Lordzthe 
life by which I liuc and the cleare brighrnes 
which makerh mee (ee, the light of my toule; 
and for this cauſe I render thee all poſſible 
thankes, although they bee poore, (mall, and 
noe way anſ[wereable to thy benefits, nor ſuch 
as they shoulde bee, bur (ach as my weake 
fraylty can preſent and offer to thee: "for thou 
art my only God which loueſt our ſoules, and 
hateſt nothing thar thou haſt made, and now 
haſt ſaued mee beeing among greare ſinners,to 
theend that I may ſerue for an example to all 
others,and bec wittnes of thy greate piety and 
ſoueraigne clemency, TI will therfore magnifie 
thy holy name, that thou haſt delivered mee 
from the pitt of Hell more then a thowſand 
tymes; Lond I did chruſte my ſelfe del. 
peexrely on,yet thou didſt allwayes drawe mee, 
ack, foe that if thou woyldeſt haue entered 
into indgment and condemnation againſt mee 
& punish mee jn rigour according to my faults 
and merits, thou hadſt iuſtly a thowſland and 
'& 5 a thow « 
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a thowſatid cymes condemned mee; & punish+ 
ed mee with eretnall death, but thou would- 
eft nor doe ir, but ont of hy infittice lbutof 
ſoplesthon doeſt wayte till they bee conuerted 
and doe penance, 5 
O infivire goodnes, my ſoule Fainteth in this 
thy greate mercy , and cannot expteſl> jr 
beeing foe vnſpeakeable, alas I was wholly 
dead, o my ſoneraigne health, and thou hak 
rayſed mee againe my life doth depende on 
thee, atd as 1 doe wholly arttibure ir ro thee l 
doe offerir and giue my {:ife wholly to thee, 0 
my ſanQificr, b whom ll things vncleang 
and pollured are ſanRified, lett mee loue thee 
with all 'my harte, with all my ſoule, with all 
my rhoughts, force; powers, and all my affe; 
@ions, at all tymes and moments, thatfo I'ma 
enioye the fruics of thy tnercie, for were it not 
thatthou doeſt continually gouerne mee, and 
guide mee, I Should bee wholly loft: if thog 
didſt not continually quicken mec, Tshoulde 
perish;8& as thou doeſt ar all times coferte vnte 
mce'thy greate benches, thou doſt continual. 
ly oblige meeto praiſe thy {oucraigne maieſtic 
as therefore there is noc minutein all my life, 
wherein 1 doe not feele ſome effe of thy 
greato goodnes, lo there enght noe tiwe r6 
palle, wherein I should not parte thee before 
mine eyes, and loue thee with all my Force and 
vertue: Bur o Lord thisis not in' mine owne . 
power, if it procrede not from thy digine => 
ieſty, 


"more ample external 


. 
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ieſty, from whome cometh all chat is good, as 
from the father of lights, with whome chereis 
noc change variety, or alteration of things, for 
it is not in the diſcretion or will, of man tb 
loue thee, if ir 'B&e nor graunred him by thy 
holy grace, ſuch a guift commeth from thee; © 
mercifull Lord, from whome commeth all 

ood things, wherefore commaund that thou 
beeſt loued, and accorde to that which rho 
commaundeſt, and without doubt thy bleſſed 
commaundement shall bee fulfilled of mee, as 
allo thy moſt holy will. 


Of his dewotion before hee became 4 Capucin, 
THE FOVRETENTH CHAPTER. 


T is noe meruayle if Father Bewwert 
zhewed ſo great feruour among the Capy- 
cins, fince that from the inſtant of his conuet- 
hon, there was allwayes in him a very particu» 
lar deuotion : Hee was as a coale all on fice, 
which did Kindle others with his glowing 
heate, but the violence appeared faire more 
after, when hee had liued in the obferuenceof 
ſo ſtraight a rule: ſo that it may bee rracly ſaid 
of him , that the change which hee madefrom 
a (ecular life to a religious , was but to giue « 
Fl fimoute of the true 
Apoſtolicall life which hee would after lead, 
and to'binde himſelfe by (olemne vowes, ro 
thoſe ations which hee did praRiſe already of 
Ee 4 his 
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his owne free will, and ofa holy atteion and 
merit of lifc. ; | 
Hee (pake himſelfe inthe narration of his 
couerſion, what pleaſure hee tooke in viſiting 
churches,and behoulding theire buildings and 
outward ornamente, but his humilicy Frbad 
him to ſpcake how hee paſſed wholle dayes 
heerein, not knowing how the time went 
away which was ſpent (o, hee (ſignificd the 
vnſpeakeable contentment Which hee had in 
hearing the muſick, how hee was ſochanged 
theteby that teares trikling downe his checks 
hee fell often into thankes giuing to God, 
that hee had made himin(ome manner vnder» 
ſtand, what the ioyes of heauer should bee, 
fince hee was ſoc much affected with that 
ſweere harmonye heere in catth but bumble 
as hee was , and hiding diligently rhe graces 
which might cauſe him honor, hee did not 
declate how theſe plcaſures putte him into 
ſuch extaſics that hee did noe remember 
where hee was. Ar Doaway When hee trade 
his firſt reſtraine, and cxcercilced his firſt deya- 
tions, his ſoule (which knewe not as yer in 
what warner to proceede according to Gods 
holy intenrion to the attaining of perfeion,) 
ſo gaue it lſelfe to contemplation that many can 
not watch him after the long practiſe of a con* 
cemplariue life in the cloiſters, lid 
Ict happencd then as hee was on his. knees 
praying bate beaded, his hands ivincd, fs his, 
arte 
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harte and cies lifted vp to God, his foule was 
rauished as the hymnes were 56g in the Church 
his body was left. as vnſcn(ible for-the time; 
inſomuch - that lifring vpp himſclfe: ſodain- 
ly, hee went from the ldcs whereihee was, 
leauing his batt and glooues behinde-him;, nor 
perceauing it rill hee came to the Charche 
porch, ſo that hee wasfaine to retire: thither 
where hee had praicd, toſecke his-hatte and 
glooues MIVIEE IT 
What a change was this, that an-Heretique;, 
ayong man, and a gentleman, Þcing bur newly 
come our of herely, and yetreraining the other 
two,should bee ſo denout.,and ſo deepely, roo 
ted in ſuch ats of deuetion?-What a change 
is this, to (ce him frequenre Churches in Read 
of daunces , ſermons in ſtead of Comedies, Sa» 
craments inſtead of prapbane.companie!, and 
to take delight in (pirituall (opgs and/hymnes 


' in ſtead of youthful , vitious, & wanzon longs? 


To turne banquerting.ang feaſting 1nrofaſting? 
to become a freind of ſolitude? to bee rerired 
and recallected? hauing al} waies God before 
the eyes of his ſpirie, ro, Whole will bee rende> 
red all his choughis, affeQions and ations cap» 
tive: Noe man can wellconlider this, valeſle 
he confeſſe that the ſecrets of God-are very 
orcate , and that hee: did.deligne this blefſe&# 
Father to ſome thing extraordinary.,.avd of 
high reach during, the.reft of his {life} faeing 
that the beginning of his, conuerlion, wasſuce 

E e5 courcd 
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coured with lo many graces. | 
T hele graces growing in him did as th 
grewe,cexpell all mandain & carthly affeQiong 
for heervirrir appeateth if wee bee enemies of 
mundanities,and the more wee hate the world 
the more doth this qualitic encreaſe in ys, 
which maketh vs children of heauen,, & heires 
of foe rich an inheritance, This was the cauſe 
that this good Father beeing diſquiered with 
the worlde, whercin hee had taken ſor much 
delight ;*made his ficſt reſoJucion to bee A relis 
gious man, ro Which God drewe him by di- 
uers vilions; inſpirations, lights of the ſpirit, 
end kindling of the will, as hee reported him+ 
ſclife when hee was perplexed which of the 
ewo religions{the Cordeliers or the Capucins) 
did obſerue perfe&ly the rule of Sain Fracis, 
and did weare his rrue habict, wheerein God 
inſpired him ſoe manifeſtly, that hee could not 
admit any doubr, rouchfng this inſpiration as 
religious man of this order hath related, and 
Ggned with his owne hand whoſe name was 
Peter Edwards an Irish man of nation, his very 
familiar and inward freind, ro whome hee re- 
lated it one tyme, as they entertained diſconrle 
one withan other, ypon the particular bene- 

ices roward certeine perſons, 

One day as hee was in a deepe meditation 
ronching this buiſines, and not knowing what 
ro teſolue, hee praied and commended this to 
God with all poſſible feruour, and with all the 
| faculties 
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faculties of his (@ule, nor'withour' many deepe 
grones of his harte,and ſale teaces'fallivg Fom 
his cycs,there appeared to, him an Ahgeitmoft 
beautifull and glorious, compaſſed with a great 
light, aud a PSs in his' hand which hee 
opening Without ſpeaking one worde Fel Im , 
made a figne to him to read that 'which was 
within. Hee looked vpon it and'teaJ theſe 
worges, Olord how 4 Micil & hard is this, way 
which thou haſt shewed ro mee 7 The! Abgell 
turned the, leafe and he read the fatne thing in 
it, and ſ6c turning ouer al] the leafes found the 
ſame words written, vpon this the Angell va- 
nished our of his ſight, and his ſpule was left 
full of conſolation and toye aflaring himfelfe 
that it was Gods will,that hee shovjde bee a 
Capucin, becauſe theire'manner' of life was 
more (tri& and auſtere then thar of rhe Corde- 
liers, though they bee borh rhe children of B. 
Sain& Francis, & make profc(Bop of the ſame 
rule .- After this redoubling the 'feruour of 
his praiers, hee ſaid o God how good art thou, 
and ſoc lay as a wan raptin the contemplation 
of {oe greate a benefit, 'which hee would nor 
have changed for all the wealth of the world. 

After chistime hee could finde noe content- 
ment bur in their cloiſters , making his pil- 
grimage berweene, the houſes of Paris and 
Mendon, and when hee was with them hee 
thought himſelfe in Paradiſe, & neverreſtedrill 
they Tal oreaued him'& given him the habit, 

How 
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How hee tooke he habit of a Capucin: of hit 

Nowiceſtn;p: and bu a4mirable atiions das 
' ing that tyme bv 


4 
THE. FIFTENTH CHAPTER: 
'T He Capucins ſecing ſoc greate feruour in 


this yong gentleman and a ſtrarger,in dey 
maunding the habit did not knowe what tg 
thinke ati for hee not willing to reucale tg 
them the viſions and in(pirations which hee 
had from God to drawehim to religion, cold 
them only chat his deſire was to forſake the 
worlde,that thelitle FRirnce which hee had 
of the worlde was ſufttcient ro make him. deſ-+ 
iſe it, that hee did forelee that ip celigion 
be Should hauc more mcancs to keepe downe 
the body by mortifications, and hee was not 
Ignorant what proffic redoundeth thereby to 
the (ouleif hee, were tyed inthe chaines of a 
holy rule:and in the. end hee knew how greate 
a crowne of glory did belong to thoſe, that 
hadliucd in the holy abſeruance rherof. Thee 
conſiderations ouerwrighed all others , yea 
if the whole worlde had beene putt into. the 
other ſcale, this had ou:rweighed it; But yer 


for all this he was delayed and putte off,chat (o \ 


it might.the berter appeare, whether hee were 


truly mooued by Gods holy ſpirir, or whether 
| contentment did not make 


ſome,worldly . Not mak 
him to change his life & profeſſion; for aro 
| — the 
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the Capucins, religions are nor eafilyTeceaued; 
yea | haue Knowen (ome chat have ſought ro 


bee receaved for fus or fix yeates rogerherzand 
every yeare haue made iourneies of foweſcore 
or a- hundred teagcs, 'iro make ſuce 'to; their 
Prouinciall chapter, before that they have been 
receaued and happily rhey had nor ſoe con» 
ſtancly per(enct ed, if they had beene reccaued 
ar rheir fioſt: requeſte,) foraſmuch as wee pre« 
ſerue thoſe things with more circumſpeRion 
which hae cofte vs much paine and trauaile to 
gere thew; but hee wonne them at the length 
toadmirce him without any more delaics. Ac 
that time hee Was but fowre aud twentie years 
of ape; which though it be:the time when 
nature is in her greateſt violence, and ſeeketh 
moſte her pleaſure, yer then wasall his ſtudie 
bent co mottifice ir, and makerthe flesh obedient 
to the ſpirit: the greateſt auſterities which for 
the anj parte are sharpe and moſt ſen{ftble to 
beginners, were his greateſt contentmentinſa» 
much chat his companion nouices, were much 
excuzed by his deuotion, and. the religious Far 
thers much aſtonished for to (ce it. - 

Hee wascommirted to the charge of a Fa» 
ther of theſſame nation, a man of holy life, and 
grearely..conuerſant 'in miſticall Theologie, 
andin conducting of thaſe which :rooke the 
way of learning the crofle, co the end thar-hee 


might communicate motefreely. ro him what- 


heawight 


locyer bee. had in his ſouls, and thas 
Ty” followe 
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followe his precepts with more relignation } | 1 
willnot (peake beere how promptly hee'pw ff 
vi. in execution Wharſocucr his direRor ordabfl. 
my ned, though irwere contraty to bis inclins 

i tion; Heere Lwillſcir downe how the deuill 
[| the enemy of all menin generall, bur princh 
' ally of religious, how many ginns hee laied for 

Im, and how hee omitted noe tentation, 
neither outward nor inwacd to diuert him 
from his holy purpoſe, and co make him fors 
ſake the babic, beginning hc to terrifie him 
by the rigour of his penances, the vialece of 
praierspreſaging that hee would preuaile mn 
co oucrthrowe his kingdome, if hee did pets 
ſeuerc in religion. T hetetore hee appearedto 
him viſibly in diners formes, ſometimes ip the 
forme of a religious man, & ſome other times 
vynder the figuce of ſ@mc fearcftull beaſt, as his 
maliceand craft made him inuent: one while 
hee repreſented to him the manifold occa> 
fions of ſuffering which occurred in thepe- 
uertic of Capucns, and thac the time which 
hee might live according to the courſe of nv 
ture, was too lang. to bee obliged ro ſuch ſub 
ferance, whereas afrer his profeflion, hee could 
not forſ{ake that kinde of life, buc he muſt bee 
ever reputedan Apoſtar. Sometimes hee would 
make him beleenc,'thac the way to heauen ws. 
ſocalic ; and che gate ſo wide andopen, that 
hee mightarciue well and ferediyaberecal 
yerkuvinrche debghts & courenemensof - 
s[& DJIITH wor 
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worlde. Hee founded his pretext ypon the mer» 
cicof God, who will not the dearh ofa inner, 
J and hath granted heauento Mary Magdalen, 
and to the good thicke, and theſe bee the moſt 
dangerous charmes wherewith hee enchaun» 
tech wordly men, and maketh them to belceue 
them co theice deftruction. But this yong Nov 
vice (old in theſe maximes) by the light of 
grace reliſted valiantly all theſe batteries, cals 
ling to minde our Saulors Words; The wayle hee» 
wen « (traight , aud that witch leadeth to perditien & 
wide and (þaciow; that it is a$ bard for atich man 
to enter into the Kingdome of heauen as a Ca«+ 
meli co paſle thorough the cye of a needle, 
that a man can not haue his heppines in this 
worldeandin the other 7 hary <a with thele 
andſuch weapons hee did encounter the des 
will, and welded them (ſo dextroufly, that hee 
reſted allwaics viRorious , and the devtiliasheas 
medio bee ouercome. Terr 
Thele combats made him humble himſelfe 
motcin his own knowledge; And heere it shall 
not bee amille togiue thee deare reader, an af+ 
lured cule ro knowe, if wee bee truly but of 
tentation, and that with viRorie, which is, to 
leeif wee are become more hible thenbefore 
whereas delight and inward oftentation, pro» 
ceeding from our owne will, doth ofteneauſe 
V8 to attribuce ſo much to our own forcesthac 
Vithour aty relation to God, from whemeall 
grace procgedeth , weeithinke My 0-® © 
| cQ Cre 
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torefhiſt ir; Butthis 1s nor to refit cencation; 
andto carrie away the vidtoric, butro fallfrom. 
a lefſe evillinto a graarer, and ſothe more dans 
perous becauſe wee doe not Kknowe itz but 
when by. the grace of a holy refleQtion, wee 
come to knowe that our owne fotces had 
beenc too feeble ro refifle (o ſtrong an enemie, 
this knowledge bringeth vs ro knowe our in» 
firmite, and in deſpite of our lifring vp our 
ſelaes ro humble and caſte Jowne our (elues, 
fearing otherwiſe Icaſt God might leaue vs an 
other time all alone in the battaile, whence 
weeare not likely to vert out, but with shame» 
full foile. T his good Father therefore, became 
ſtill more humble, as 'the deuill did deliner 
him thele-afſaultes,. and thereby shewed that 
hee was truly the conquerour;and not conteti- 
ting himſelfe with this, did pratiſe mortifica- 
tionwith more courage,and excerciſed prayer - | 
with more feruour; T ke vil6s which hee had 
in the beginning of his vocation, now were 
more ordinaty and featefull in religion ; Hee 
had then'of all ſorres, and ſome (oe: fearefall, 
thar the very apprehenſion troubled him, yea 
and made him (ointimes cry our for. feare.. | 
One-tyme there was repreſented to -hima 
rough ſtonnie way and full of thornes, which 
hee mute palle to enter into a pleaſant gardE: 
the rhornesaffrighted him, but the:beauty of 


the towers of thoſe botders, andthe! (weete: 


odours which they ſont ferth was foe: yore 
61492 0! raat 
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that ir drewe him as it were forceably,that hee 
paſſed freely vpon theſe flint ſtones , & crams 
pled vpon the thornes ſo that the blood iſſued, | 
without feeling the woundes which they cau« 
ſed; God would shew him by this vifron the 
difficulties which hee was to paſſe in the yeare 
of his probation, tro come to the contentment 
of his profeſſion, in faſtening himſelfe rothe 
crolle of his ſauiour, in which hee gathered all 
the flowers of his afteQtions , the Taka of all 
ſortes of vertues which hee did ſauour with 
ynwatchable devotion. 

An other tyme beeing at mentall prayer af- 
cer midnight (as theice cuſtome is, principally 
in the winter to watch and praic, when others 
prouoke God moſt by the enormitie of their 
hnnes) hauing raken his meditation vponthe 
paines of hell, our lord made him (ce the diuer= 
ities of rtorments and paines , which are impo= 
ſed vpon miſerable ſoules, che horrible cries 
of deuils,& the blaſphemies which they yelpe 
forth againſt their Creator,the ſtench of thole 
darke dungeons,and thedeſpaire which tirani- 
zeth ouer them, and many other ſuch hke 
paines whichare in this place of malediction; 
ſeeing all this very clearcly hee ſent forth a 
moſte terrible criz, and aſtonished all the reli- 
gious, & hee began to riſe & runn away [wifc- 
ly : The Fathers bronghr him into his cham« 
ber and a{ked him why hee cried foe, but hee 


Was {oc troubled that hee could not anſwere , 
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bue trembled and panrted looking about him 
continually,and came not perfetlyto himlelfe 
till more then two howres after. 

Theſe ſtrange accidents made the Fathers 
feate leaſt there might bee illuſions of the 
deuill, and cherefore to vnderſtande them bets» 
ter, they went to the truce remedie, which was, 
that they prooued him by many & greate mor- 
tifications,enioyned him extraordinary penan+: 
ces, which hee did ſupporte with admirable 
modeſtic, patience and humilice, ſearching in 
all occalions comtempt of himſclfe , and bes 
houlding I xs vs Chriſte vpon the crofle, 
whichare two foundatias vpon which Saindt 
Francis by divine im{piration, cſtablished his 
wholle rule. Hce'was atmoſt continually in ex+ 
Rtalſes that it might bee truely ſaid that his 
ſoule vnired ro his body did live in heauen 
amongthe Angells: I will notnow ſpeake of 
any'other rapt, but that which befell him 
when hee was x Novice, for the (pace of 1we 
daycs hce lay ſpeecheles and withour any fun- 
Aion of hs ſenles, as farre as could bee (een, 
T he fathers having neuer (ſcene ſuch — 
rapts in any nouice,had recourſe to the Phil» 
tians,to knowe what they thought therof; the 
PhiGrians which (cldome have recourſe ts 
God,when they can finde any reliefe in nature, 


ordayned that pigeons new killed shoulde 

bee applied to hin, and that the bloud should 

diſtil| vpon his head , but they gaue _— 
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eaſe in this; then they prickeo his leggs atd 
thghes with greare pinns , and for all this they 
could diſcerne not morion or ſenle at all m 
him; 1 his did (6 aftonish the Fathers, that they 
thought to diſmiſle him,as foone as hee $hoald 
begin to bee in alicle better tare, And rhey had 
indeed done it if the reverend Fatber Hietome 
du C:ſtferer, at that tyme Gardien of Paris, a 
man very famous for ({anCtitic and prudence, 
hid not hindered it , Who had beene generall 
twiſe, and thrice Procurator in the Court of 
Rome, and for the ſpace of two and thirtie, 
= ordered vety happily all the imporrane 
viſines of religion: This reuerend Father well 
experienced m theſe calcs, was allwaics of opi= 
nion,thar hee shovld not bee diſmiſſed and yer 
tothe end to try fatther the ſolidirye of his 
ſpirir and his conſtancie to ſuffer patiently, all 
things for the love of God, hee cauſed him 16 
bee Kept shute vpp in a chamber for the ſpace 
of fourtie daics, in which time hee conld nar 
goe forth, neither ſee nor ſpeake ro any man , 
but vpon ſundaies and feaſts when hee went to 
heare maſle, and aftcrward hee returned to his 
cell, where hce beeing voluntarily Kept for 
Irs vs Chriſtes fake, hee folaced himſelfg 
with Chriſt in extraordinary ſpirituall capes, 
Bur ro returne ro our former diſcourſe,after 
hee had beene our of himfelfe for two daics, 
hee came in the end to thiraſelfe, againe & was 
foe poſleſied with toie and tubilauon, that hee. 
| F fa ſccking 
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ſecKing ro conceale 1t wich all humilitie, was 
per forced to make outward shew of it; The 

cucrend Father Bennett of Ofimo Prouin+ 
Ciall alſcmbling ſome of che ancient Fathers 
together, ſcnt bl him ro knowe in whar ſtate 
hee was, commanding him in the vereue of ho, 
ly obedience, ro conceale nothing from him, 
and to tell vnto him the naked truthe, wher- 
ypon pielcntly hee beeing abashed and chan- 
ging his colour, entered into a diſcourſe of 
twohowres long, and treared of many. points 
of perfection, which had beene reucalcd to 
him, with ſoc high cancepiions,thar afterward 
they never made doubt bur that his extaſics 
were true, and not to bee (uſpeRed for i]Ju- 
tons: His companions asked him if hee tele 
any thing of that which was done to him, hee 
ſaid that hee felr it weil, but that his (pirit was 
ſoc occupied otherwiſe, that hee could not di- 
uerre itto ſpeake or giue any (igne of feeling, 

Notwi:ſtanding all this, ro shurte the gate ro 
vanitic which creepeth in vnlenſibly like a fer» 
pent, they did hamble him by all (orre of in- 
uentions, They cold him rhat hee was voprofi» 
table and al:ogether vakire for religion , accote 
ding to the ſpirit of Saindt Francis , and that 
ther minded to take the habir from him , at all 
which [pecches hee was nota whit troubled, 
bu: ſaid :hat out bleſſed lady had reucaled ro 
him, that hee should hue and die a Capucinz 
The Father which was ducdtour hath fince 
| declared 
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declared the circumſtances of his reuelation , 
and ſaid chat once as hee was vngirt, or rathes 
had looled the corde wherewith hee was pirr, 
his (pirir which was continually x ata 
terrained it fclfe in meditation vpon the per« 
fetions of the bleſlcd Virgin, then did the 
' Queene of Angells appeate vnto him very glo« 
' rious, and tooke his corde and girt him foft- 
lie, 4 aſlured' him that hee shoulde perſc= 
verea childe of Sain& Francis exhorting him 
to continew his holy deuotions, 

All the yeare of his Noviceshipp was paſt in 
this manner, atche ende of which hee made 
humble ſute ro bee profeſſed ; And this fauour 
was accorded to him ,whereof ſince God hath 
receaued the glory, hisneighbour edification, 
and the wholle order honor and contentment, 


Of his extraordinary fashion of life 
after his profeſaon a 


THE FIFTENTH CHAPTER, 


His good Father longed for the day of 

his profetſion, which was to him a ſecond 
ſpirituall natiuitie, beeing firſt borne when hee 
conuerted himfelfe to the faith of rhe Church, 
this day of his profeſſion hee celebrated cuery 
yeare With extraordinary aft:Ation renewing 
his vowes with greare deuoriozfrom this ryme 
hee began to liue (o,as if hee had done nothing 
defore, hee excerciſed more auſteritic & more 
Fr martifica« 
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mortification, without any releaſe or remiſy 
fipn, cuen till che howre of his death, which 
was forthe (pace of fue and twentie yeares, 
for ſoc long hee was in religion; for rules of 
his ations, hee propoſed noe others but Invys 
Chriſte cructfied, taking more pleaſure to be» 
hould him on the cralle, and participate in his 
ſole one of his dolours as it pleated him te 
communicate ir to him, then to configgr him 
in Cana of Gallilee changing water inrd wine, 
or toſee Martha full of care, hauing the ho+ 
nour to ſeruc him at table. Hence it came to 
paſſe, thar when hee was totreace of ſpirituall 
things and of meanes to atrayneco perfection; 
his diſcoviſe was (o flery that hee was (eene all 
glowing hotte, and euer hee enter{ad ſome 
what of the croſle, for taid hee to ſuffer and 
endure for the loue of I xs vs Chriſte, o what 
agraceis ir, this is the {are way of ſaluation! 
Noe ſoule eucr 100ke it which did not (afely 
artine, although neuer ſoe preate enemies 
would ſtoppe the pall ige. 

Hee mounted yet farte higher by miſticall 
Theologie, knowing that our flcsh was the 
more true croſſe ypon the which God was nai« 
led comming into this worlde , and where hee 
had endured, and daily doih endare, more 
erucil rormenrs then the cruell lewes inflicted 
on him; 8 for this cauſc hee labourcd to render 
eroſle for crofle,paſlion for paſſion,dolour, for 
dolour flesh for flesh, caufing bis flesb co fuffer 


in pat- 
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in particular(as much as was in ie pants the 
dolonrs which our ſauiour had (uftcred in tus, 
boih croſles beeing but one and the ſame, as 
they did participate the fame, nature in their 
ſpecies. | £64 
This is very high, yer they $ball cafily com- 
prehende the ſame , who conlider that I xs vs 
Chriſt, hauing t:ken our nature, and With it 
all the maimes and imperfe@ions excepting 
ſinne;/it was co ir (to viethe wordes of Father 
Bennett) that hee was bound þy an hipoſta- 
tical vnion, vpon which hee was nayled with 
greate and piercing nailes of Joue , where hee 
was condemned to dyc by the soueraigne and 
high coure. Therefore it is on this crofle af 
our flesh that hee hath endured and dothen« 
dure dayly cruell paines, for when the Pceiſt X 
celebrateth only fer gain, jt is then that hee is 
ſould by his dilciple:when the holy Sacrament 
isgiuen to obſtinate/ſinners, hee is deliuered 
inco the hands of Lewes: when hee is receaued 
of an vnworthy (oule,hee is traitcrouſly kiſſed; 
when wee doe hinder him ro doe his will, hee 
1s bound and manicled: when after the com- 
munion, wee\ſpend thetyme in prophane pa+- 
ſtimes , hee is ledd shamefully thorough the 
ſtreeres: hee is buffered, by the hardenes of our 
hartes: hee is mocked, when wee pray ro him 
and thinke of other things: hee is cladd as a 
foole, when wee deſpile to followe him; wee 
bende our knees inskorne, when wee kneele 
F f4 in che 
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in the Churche & doe him not due reverence 
weegiue him a reede for aſcepter, when wee 
call him King and Lord, and yert will not obaie 
him: befides thoſe which doe diſguiſe thems 
ſelucs, doe (pitt in his face; thoſe who paint 
themſclnes with vexmillion, doe couecr his face 
with bloud: they which weare firange hayre, 
doe pull him by the haire: and thote which 
weare them powdered friſeled , creſted and 
vnnaturally dreſſed, fette thornes vpon his 
head. =} 
Morcouer, thoſe who oppreſle the poore, 
lay the crolle vpon his shoulders; thoſe who 
rerrifye them with threates, doe putt himinto 
an agonye, they that takeaway the goods of 
the Churche, doe ſtrippe our Sauiour of his 
cloathes; they who doe affli Pceiſts, doe cru- 
elly ſcourge him; hee which deuiſerh lyes 
againſt a religious perſon, accuſeth him falſely, 
and ſtaineth his good name, calleth our Sa- 
uiour drankacd and freind of publicans; thoſe 
who acculeaninnoeent perion, beare falſe wit. 
nes aginſt | xs vs Chriſte, and thole which 
ſweare prophanely, doe blaſpheme him; the 
judges which keepe a widowe or orphan long 
in ſuſpence, doe rye him to a Pillar: and they 
which sede them from one Court to an other, 
doc {ende him from Caiphas to Pilatzthe iudge 
which for feare of Princes or greate perſons 
docth nor iuſtice, is an other: Pilar, and hee 
which agaialt his owne conſcience, doth can« 
demne 


) 
) 
f 
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demne the iuſt caule of the innocent,doth pro+ 


nounce ſentence againſt I x8 'v s Chriſte; they 
that hinder theire feruants or others ro doe 
good, doc nayle his hands vpon the croſle: and 
they that permirt them not rogocto maſlle or 
to a catholique ſermon, doe nayle his feete to 
the crolle, the (ouldiours which deſpightfully 
treate poore countrey men, doe handle our 
Sauiour deſpightfully; Hereriques which by 
theyre falle opinions doe affli&t che Churche , 
doc prepare wn for him: and the tongue of 
the miniſter ſpeaktng againſt the Churche, is a 
lance which pearceth his (fide whence the 
Churche commeth. And to conclude briefely, 
they thar commitcte any (inns, doe punt him 
cruelly ro death crucifiyng againe'in thEielues, 
the (onne of God, as Saint Paul ſaith . This1s 
the iruc crolle on which hee cryed | thirft (vo 


 -man)for thy (aluation, on which hee caſted the 


vineger and palle of our mallice,and on which 
hee had his harte and (ide pearced by our vn- 
thankefullnes. 

Soe did Father Bennet diſcouer the miſticall 
cros(c of our humanitie chaſtiſing in recom- 
pence his awne flesh, for to make it in some 
{orre like to that of his maſter. And wholocuer 


+ will ſce (ome high conceptions vpon this mat- 


ter,lert him (ce the booke which hee hath made 
entituled. The Chriſtian Kmight,and there doubr- 
leſly vnder the hicrogliphic of a Souldier with 
his arraes, and that which is ncedefall for cor- 

Ffs porall 
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porall warre,heeteacheth every Chriſtia ſouly, 
which defireth, to live one day in Hcauen 
withlss vs Chriſte, all things which are ne» 
ceflary ina (pirituall warfare , and that which 
4r ought ro doe oraucid , the meane to ſubdue; 
kis'paſhons , the art of rooting vp vices and 
rowmg vertues, and in one worde an abridg- 
ment of an aGtiue and contemplatiue life. 
This extraordinary manncc of meditati 

the paſſion in his owne proper flesh, in ſtead 
of contemplating him vpon monnt Calnarie, 
imprinted in him more inely couches, thenit 
would have done by other meanes : for iris 
certain, that theſe things doe more afte& w 
which couch qur ſelues, then they doc when 
wee (ce them in an other; And as an habirude 
| 4s gotten by aQtions, imprinting it felfe more 
ftrongly as the ations are violent , ſo this bleb 
fed Father did ſo bende the force of his ſpirit 
to God by the meditation of the crucltie of the 
paihon , that three yeares' before hee died , hee 
repoſed not one houre and a halfe, of fowre 
andewentie when hee felt not himſe}tedrawen 
by divine tracts With (uch «fc4 of vn1on and 
eransformarioninco Ixsvs Chriſt cincified, 
according to that Which hee wrote thereon in 
aisrhirde parre of the will of God, in his rrea- 
tic of the poſſion that it left impreſſions in him 
of the paines of our Saviour, and fo violent 
they were that his body and ſoule did fecle day 


and night the great and inward dolours _ 
»iy 


- —- 


nw Tasw?s 


F, Bennet of Canflde)., © O01 
ſed thereby. Hee ſuffcred in his body, and for 
that which concernech the inferiour powers 
of the {oule,all thar can be ſuffered, bur the fu» 
periour partof rcas0 did take pleaſure thereby, 
& receaued preate contentment which was an 
infallible argument, that ſuch atrraRtions were 
truly from God and not illuſions of ſachan. 

Notwithſtanding that hee might not bee de» 
ceaned by an aCt of profound humilirie, not 
truſting in his owne Knowledg,nor in his own 
proper ſenſe h«e communicated this ro one of 
the Fathers a wan cminenr in all (acre of fcien» 
ces both ſpeculative, & praRticall, & an excel- 
lent preacher , coniuring hjm. moſte carneſt- 
ly ro rell him, whether hee were not beguiled 
in inchaQtions both in regarde of the litle re - 

ole hee rooke in reſpect of the weakenes of 

Lis conſticution, as in regarde of other ogca- 
fions becauſe this diuine atcraftion did ceane 
vpon him often before matins, ſomerime after, 
& for the moſte parte did houlde him all along 
the wholle day, though with lefle violence! by 
realon of exreriour occupation and diſtra- 
&ions. | 

This Father knowing him familicly for ma- 
ny yeares, and by humility iudging of thereſt 


of his ations aſſured him thar all was from 


God proteſting afterward to the Fathers rs 
whome hee made relation of this that hee had 
neuer heard ſo high things and ſo, well deliue- 


red as hee had done in this colloquie with 
Father 
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Father Bennett for the ſpace of thice howrg p 
though hee lay at thar time lick of his laid JF xi 
diſcaie which ended his life, I} 6 

Inthis noc doub: hce hid greate occaſion | 
tO reioice and to thanke God ,tor thoſe graces 
and Fiaours done vnto him, which hee refu: Wl ; 
ſerh ro many others, But beſides theſe, heedid YI | 
ſutfer violent paines in all partes of his body I | 
in ;hac tor the ſpace of (welue yearecs aftcr hee 
entered into religion, hee was fo opprels 
(cd, rhat there was noe (ort of diſeaſe (o vio» 
lent, that could putta wan to more extreame 
paine then hce endured, with infinice patience,” 
never complaining or murmuring, bur allwaiet 

railing God , and for all this hee did nener res 

ent in bis daily mortifications. Hee did fres 
quent daily the communirie if hee could traine 
him(elfe chichee without falling, where it pleas 
(ed God one time to worke a miracle for his 

health, as I will relate hcereafrer. In fine, hee 
omitred nac ations of his rule nor of his pat» 

2icular deuonon, if the Phifitian did nor come! 
maund him otherwiſe (tci&ly for his health & 
for his conſcience. 

The deuiil nor preuailing in his Nouiceship 
againlthim,to bring him 2gaine into the world, 
Ceaicd not to aflaile him with other tenta-* 
tions aftreiwards; For the fauours of God did 
teruc him as a whetſtone ro ſert an edge vpon 
his wezpons: Hee laboured now to make him 


a 
[ 


oftcad againſt his vewes, and for two yeares 
ſpace 
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(pace hee continued in the violence of this 
teararians, bearing (he yoke of greate affli» 
ions, and his brethren which could nor 
afifte him but wih theyre prayers, did him 
this charitie (oe much ihe more willingly, be- 
cauſe they iudged hos ſtate out of danger, foe 
that hee might well wish wich [ob, that his 
fiulie; which hee had committed were coun- 
jerpeſ-4 with the dolours & affliGions which 
hee ſuffered, For in reſpeR of them, the other 
had beene lighter then a graine of ſand, 


. Of hu learnins and how hee ved it. 
THE SEAVENTENTH CHAPTER. 


| Amer doth giue vnderſtanding as it is 
| 1commonly (aid, then ſurely was Father 
Bennett endewed with greare vnderſtanding , . 
having (nffered all his life ſuch (orres of Wi 
ons which doe exceede humain frailtice te 
beare, if it were lefr only conaturallforces but 
as there are two ſortes of Knowledge to rayſe 
vs ro Goll, and ro make vs deſpiſe earthly 
things; (oe rhereare rwo principall wayes to 
attaync ic: There is a knowledge of nfm 
of nature, with the neede that we hauec of the 
hand of God, which doeth (upporre and kee 
vsfrom falling, as a nurſes hand doth hold = 
litle infant whome $hee guideth, and ihis is 
cauſed by afflictions; For there is nothing 
which doth make vs rerurneſo ſoone,as a (nale 


Withia his 3hell, as when God cometh col = 
the 
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the hornes of our preſumprion & arrogancig ts 
The other knowledg 1s, that of the ſecrers 
hature of policique and divine lawes, of thelf 1 
Miſterie of our Þclicfe, all which (cholaſticall 
and miſticall divinitic doth reache vs both ty 
aſſent ro rhoſe marrers of fatih and alſo t@ 
knowe the relarion and dependence there it 
betweene the creatour and creature, as allot 
diſcetne truthe from falshood, hereſy froiy 
true doQrine, and ro containe vs Within the 
Church,end to reduce others which are with» 
out : and this knowledge commech not from 
afflitions but from trauaileyoined with a good 
remperature of the braine, or from thoſe free 
graces which God beſtoweth as hee ſeeth et 
prdient for our faluation, and for his glery, © 
How excellent Farher Bennett was in'the 
feſte ſorre of knowledpe, it is aready dechared, 
zxhdasyetin the chapters cf his patience, and 
mildnes will appeare more. In the ſecotif 
whichis more profitable cowards our neigh 
dour, hee did allo excell : For nature had et 
dowed him wirh greate promprnes of witt, 
and he ther confirmed it by his owne labout 
and diligence, that there was almoſt noe ſoft 
of artor (cience, wherein Nee was not well 
connerſant; In his youth after hee had leathel 
Ms hnmanuies, hee gaue himſelfe to rhe iudie 
of the common lawe, wherein hee adoancel 
himſfelfe -@vnch for the time. After his convet+ 
fion when hee becarne me dg 
cot 
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is to che ſtudies of philoſophy and theology, 
j which hee learned with noelefſe facilitic, for 
the inward grace which ſanQified his ſoule, 
cleared alſo his tudpment, to pearce into the 
moſt ob(cure difficulties. And will you knowe 
vhat was the booke which hee held conti- 
nually in his hands, and tutned often every 
diye? It was the crofle and paſſion of our 
bleſſed Sauiour. The crucifix was his Repetitoe 
ot repeater , Whole |ce(ſon hee did continually 
recite: And Why did hee ſtudy ſo much this 
leſſon? becauſe hee would teach noe other do+ 
arine. Thoſe who conuerſed with him knewe 
this well. And hkewiſe the launcings of his 
harte in the pulpit accompanied with the com- 
puntion and reares of his audirots, doe shew 
ttathciently, and an infinite nomber of ſouley 
conuerted ro God by his ethorcarions , \vho 
now beving rauished with Maty Mbgdalen ar 
the feere of the croſſe, receding this will 
witncs that doe not ſpeake the hundferh 
parte of that which hee merired in this Kinde: 
Belides theſe (ſciences hee was well ſeene in 
the learned tongues both Greeke & Hebrewe 
In politiue diuinitic, and reading of the Fa« 
thers,in controuer ics and caſes of conſcience, 
ſo that ic may bee ſaid that hee had an abridg- 
ment' of all ſciences , there beeifg notthing 
wortthy to bee knowen, which the tranſcen« 
dency of his Witt made nor yery familiar rurs 
kim: I naede not to proucit , for there is tow. 
man 
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man whoe doth not Kknowe it and a greate 
number of Cardinalls, Archbisbops, ard Bilſ- 
hops,and other notable perions in theChurch, 
who haue admired , cherished, and hono- 
red him with theyr viſites, and will teſtify this 
fora truth; as alſo for h:s greate trauaile and 
ſuccelle in gaining of loules afrer hee became a 
Preacher : The lublimitic of his doQtrine hath 
beene knowen & learchr afrer in the Cloiſters 
of teligions of all ſortes, & God only knoweth 
the number of Frlgfous men & weomen who 
hauipg beene conforted by his exhorrations, 
and ayded by his doQtiine, both by worde of 
mouth and writing, haue beene exalted to the 
high ſtate of perfeftion, of whome ſome nowe 
enioying the recom pence,doeknowe by cfte&t 
what a happines it is fora (oule, ro haue noe 
other obic@ in this worlde but the crofle ; and 
others as yer not releaied from the thornes of 
this mortalitic , doc live content and ioyſullin 
expectance and hope of the Ike crowne., And 
whois ablerorecll how many Princes, Noble 
wen,Gentlemen, and others of all rankes qua= 
licies and ſortes, bauc found by experience to 
their owne benefitt, how proficable it 18to 
haue good councell for theyr . conlciences, 
againſt the comberances of the world , ſuch as 
thole were which this Father BexnNETT had 
experimented ? His outward carriage. and 
comportement of himlelfe, bred deuorionin 
others; For his very counicnance and para 
| beha- 
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behauiovur , did teach others piery and deuos 
1100. | shon}d never make an end, if I woulde 
particalariſe"a)l'his ations ,” his manner of 
preaching fall of fyrye zeale, the theologicall 
toundation which hee gaue to his morall pres 
ceptes, this merhode of (weerely winning 
ſinners, his manner of creating with ſecular 
perſonesand what preparation he vſed for his 
preaching. Among other things, it is cerrtayne 
that the fice of charitic was (o kindlcd ig him, 
that ict made him often forſake his corporall 
reteQion,ro gine ſpitituall; which hee did'/pra- 
iſe with (uch a ſupernarurall light & ſo quic= 
kening, that the ſtreamihg of it was ſuffaciet to 
engraue his name in memorie amogſt poſteritie, 

One of the greateſt loſſes which wee ſaſteyne 
by his death, is the want of enioynig cer- 
tayne workes which hee had begun; and fefe 
imperfect; in which there were greate'marters 
expeted ronching petfeMibn';; ſince hee had 
Already etrated ir (o excellently in his Rald of rhe 
will of God; which booke is eſteemed by fpirt- 
ruall men(whoe are beſt able ro iudg of ir)one 
of the tmoſte wortchicſt and fitreſt to guitie a 
ſoule with afltrance ro rhe center of his aft 
reſt, and 't6rh leade -men'on more cafily with 
more loue then feare, and it cannot but bee 
luch as Ifay whereas hee receaued the argu- 
ment and knowledge of it from heauens For 
during his-Nouiceship in one of his cxrafics 
Wheccin lee? &6ormucd 14 Tforg tryme as a mat 
Gg out 
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our of his body chat is nor ſeeming to have any 
ſenſe at all ; God by a particular grace and light 
revealed the (pbieR of it in one inſtant with ſo 
liucly apprehEGion of it,that ſome of his friends 
and Nouices beeing at that tyme with him 
to whome hee did communicate them at that 
ptelent,did teſtifye chat hee did then diſcourſe 
more perfeAly and more feelingly of this then 
hee hath done in his booke, 
And I am well aſſured that the DoRors of 
Sot bon belides other greaic eminent periones 
conuerſant in maſticall Theologic doe confeſſe 
that hee hath taken our the (app of Cedar vpon 
the high mountayn of Liban which is of con» 
templanon. | 
One of his more particular delignes wherein 
hee emploicd himiglfe with much feruour and 
affection was the, conuerlion of ſoyles infeRed 
With herelie.,, Far gs wee hate more the bitter- 
nes of 'the fruit. after wee haue taſted thereof 
then if wee hauc only the knowledge of it by 
the qualities,and wee labour more to roote vp 
the plants of this bitter fruice whereſocuer 
wee find the: (oe this bleſſed: Father having 
beene formetly infeRted with hereſy,and taken 
in deepely the venime of it, did more petfe- 
Qly hare it, & therefore did empleye the grea» 
reſt parte of that tyme which bod could (pate 


from the excerciſe of his rule, in labouring eo 
this end, not without ſrones profhtr and bene- 
kc to ſtraying ſouls; for the ſweets phe 
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his couerfation without ever entrivg into paſ- 
ſion (though hee were prouoked)ioyned with 
greate prudence which knewe to make his 
right aduantage as occaſion was offered, made 
him ſoc able to conferre with Heretiques, that 
by the one he wonne them to conference, and 
by the other hee ſeldome Jet them departe 
from him wichout beeing wholly conuerted, 
or atleaſt troubled and perplexed in theyr 
owne doarine, 

Hee did often ſette before his eyes the pitti« 


| full ſtate of the moſt part of ſoules in his owne 


country. Hee deteſted that errour wherewich 


| they were blinded, and had greate compaſſion 


of their miſery, and out of charitie ( which 
obligeth vs to love our neighbour) hee wish= 
ed theire conuerſion from the bottome of 
his ſoule: vpon this occaſion hee reſolued x6 
poc into his Countrey, and to labour in'thac 

oly harueſt, of reducing wandering (oules,& 
preaching to them the kingdome of God b 
the way of penance, and noe labours (whic 
are greate in theſe kindes) noe eminent perils 
of priſons or death, had any power to diuerte 
bim from this holy purpole. 
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of his going into England; and what happened 
30 bim during three yeares that hee was in 
priſon . 

THE EIGHTENTH_CHAPTER 

T He loue which this good Father did beare 


to the crolle, did mone him to a greate 
delire of Shedding his bloud for the quarrell of 
his maiſter wherefore hee chole rather to re- 
rournc into his countrey, which being in the 
beginning of the heate of perſecution in En- 
gland when racks and tortures were ſoe com- 
mon, that few or none could efcape death by 
realon of the moſte bloudy lawes enated 
againſt Preiſts: Hee went from Paris in the 
moneth of July, in the yeare. 1589, after hee 
had receaued the benedicion of the moſte Re. 
uerend Bischop of Modena, Legat of the (ca 
Apoſtolique and Nuncio at that tyme of our 
boly Father Pope Clement the eight, and had 
the obedience of his ſuperiour:hee had for his 
companion Father Iohn Chriſoſtome a ſcotish 
Prieſtand preacher,a very zealous and religions 
Father, whome the incommodities of priſons 
could nor dinerte from returning ſince to his | 
countrey for the reduCtion of ſoules. 

The intention of this good Father Chriſo- 
ſtome was,to goe into Scotland for the couer- 
fon, of his father and moſte of his Kindred, 
which werceall hereriques, and among the moſt 
obſtinate 


F, Bennet of Canfilde-, to1 
obſtinare,fowre of them beeing Miniſters and 
Preachers. Departing fromiParis they went d1- 
reftly to Haurede grace thinking to take ship= 
ping there, but milling of theyre hope, inim- 
barKing there,they went from hauen to hauen, 
till they came ro Callis, where they found a 
shipp ready to deparr,and ſoe went with many 
gentlemen Hollanders and other pallengers, 
moſte of chem beeing Hereriques, 

They had the winde fauourable enough to 
palle, bur yet the pafſsge was painfull to them, 
for on the one fide, the Reuerend Father Ben- 
nett was extreamely ſea-(ick, by reaſon of his 
tender and delicate conſtitution : on the other 
kde hee was not alicle afflited in minde for his 
companion, who was tormented With a con- 
tinuall feuer, which hee had contracted by his 
trauaile, and greate iourneyes which they had 
made:for beſides that it was in the greate heacs 
of (ommer, the heauines of theyre habirs 
did tyre them, foraſmuch as they wore ſecular 
cloathes vpon theyre habits, which they had 
made of fome light iuffe char by this diſguiſe- 
met rhey might auoid dager of beeing diſcoue- 
red, The morow after they were embarked, 
they landed becrwcene Sandwich and Douer, 
and going on theyr way ſtraight rowards Lon- 
don, they left theyr companye, telling rhem 
that for ſome occaſions they could norrake vp 
the (ame lodging with them, and (oe ſtaying 
a litle while, lect the others goc before. 

Gg 2 How . 
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How merucilous is God in all his workes, 
end how doth hee oftentimes diſpoſe of our 
workes, when wee little cthinke of ic! Theſe 

ood Fathers had greate contentment nowe in 
that they had quitted the companie of theſe 
heretiques, that they might the better order 
theire owne buiſines: but God diſpoſed other- 
wile: for the firſt howſe which they came roo, 
they thinking that it had beene an inne,, was a 
priſon; whoe can but wonder ar this accident? 
T his was doubtleſly Gods prouidence, which 
by aſecret inſpitation had incited his ſeruants 
to make choile of this vnpleaſing and dolefull 
lodging,among all other places of the trowne, 
to the end they might worke the conuerſion 
of many priſoners lodged there for diuers 
cauſes, as they found it by theice expericnce 
afcerwards eftcted. 

Scarce were they entered, whiles Father 
Bennert was ſpeaking to the koſteſle for the 
geliefe of his companion, who was growne ' 
vety weake by his feauer, but the Sergeants 
knowing them to bee ſtrangers came to figni- 
ficto them from the Maior of the rowne, the 
lIawe which prohibitech any ſtranger co take 
vp his lodging before hee giue an account to 
the Maior of what qualitie & profeflion hee is; 
whata beginning is this I pray you?Theſe good 
Fathers doe ealily obey,and preſently followe 


| the Sergeants, and came to the Maior, who 


began to interrogate them according to the 


viuall 
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vſuall manner; when any ſtranger is broughr 
before him, and hee found preſently what they 
were, For beſides that they were found with 
their breuiaries(which gaue greate occa(ton ro 
ſulpe& them for Preiſts) theyr aſpe full of 
reagerence, the (weertenes of rheyr countenan- 
ces, the grauitie of rheyr behauiour, the mo» 
deſtic of theyr ſpeeche,theyr patience in endu- 
ting mocking & railing words powred our of 
durtie mouthes againſt them,didbewray them: 
and many blaſ{phemics belched forth againſt 
che puritic of theire religion, and againſt our 
holy Father the Pope, whome heretiques hold 
for Antichriſt, 

After this they were brought back by ſentEce 
of che Maior, and actended by the (ame guatde 
of (ergeants vnro theire furſt lodging, to wit to 
priſon, to bee Kept there vnrill they expected 
the determination of the Qneene of England 
and her priuie Counſell. They ſeeing x ay 
ſclues , thus shutte vpp, armed them ſelues 
With patience for the timero come, and be«- 
gan to deale as effeQually as they could for the 
converſion of thoſe herertiques which werein 
priſon with them , there beeing ar that time a 
greate number. This good Father beeing much 
occupied in ſcruing, and (olacing his ſick coms+ 
panion, was much afflicted. thar hee had not 
more time and lcaſure to conferre with them, 
yet it pleaſed God (o to bleſſe him in this hol 
worke, that in the ſpace of eight daies which 
Gg 4 hce 
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hee was there, hee conuerted ſome whoe did 
him much pleaſure and ſcruice afterward, in 
many matters of conſequence, when hee was 
priſoner at London and Wiſbich, 

After eight daies the Sergeantes were come 
maunded to bring them to acertcine Caſtle, 
wherethe Queene and the Court was, which 
was but ewodaicsiournecy diſtant from thence; 
It is needeles to tell in what manner they wete 
treated in the way, and how they were putt 
in fcarc of death. 

Becing come to London they were firſt 

Wins, Fs) the Lord Cobham, who rc- 
ceaucd'them very curtcouſly , and entered into 
long diſcourſe with Father Bennett, in ſomuch 
that hee ſeemed to bee not a litle mooued and 
troubled in minde thereypon . Hee tould him 
plainly his purpoſe, and likewiſe gaue him to 
vnderſtand , that hee was a Capucin , and that 
hee had not abandoned his conuent for any 
other end bur to come into thole partes, to 
procure the ſaJuation of foules which herefhe 
had blinded, and that hee was ready to (pende 
his bloud cuen to the laſte droppe in ſo gooda 
cauſe; and if the perſecurors should excerciſe 
all kinde of rorments vpon his poore bedy, 
that hee was ready to ſuffer them, and that nei» 
ther tormets nor death shoulde by Gods grace, 
hauc the leaſt power to aker his intention. 


The holy Ghoſt wich (pake by che mouth of 


this bleſſed Father, with ſuch wordes full of 


zealc 
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zeale and [weetnes made them take roote in 
the harte of this Baron, wherevpon hee loo- 
keth more earneſtly on the face of Father Ben» 
pert, confidereth his comportement, & weighs 
heth well all the circuwſtances of this ſmall 
conference hee had with him; and it ſeemed 
hee Was in conlcience already well affc&ed ro 
the Catholique Religion, | 

They were (cnt afterward to the Queenes 
howle at Nonluch , where at that tyme the 
Queene Was, and her Counſell, and for the fe- 
cond ſtation they were prelented 10 the chicfe 
Secretary of ſtate, Sir Francis Walhngham, 
a man of greate credit and authorine with the 
Queenes Maiecſtic, a man moite obftinare and 
ſiiffe in his falſe religion hee preſently began ro 
aske them What they were, and whence they 
came, and why they came 1nto the countrey? 
now and then enterlacing ſome ſpeeches of * 
mecre moacquery. Father Bennert made him 
briefe and pereinent an{weres to all his que- 
ſons, with ſoe much graunic and prudence, 
that all the companye which was there, had 
him in admirationtor h:s dilcreere and modeſt 
fashion, 

Among other things which the Secretary 
asked him, this was one , Why they came rwo 
together, & one inthe companie ofthe other? 
To whome this: good Father antwered , that 
this was. more. conformable: ro the life of our 
Bicefled Saviour and his Apoftles;and'co purtin 
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praQtife his commandement ro his Diſciples, 
whom he ſent binos C4 binos, by tWo and twore 
preache the Ghoſpel|. That this was 11K 2 wile 
the praiſe of the primitiue Charch, and the 
particular inſtitution of their order, to the end 
thar they might comforce one the other in the 
Waic, and that one might partake with the ne- 
ceſli:ics ofthe other;oh,ſfaid the Secretary, it is 
rather that one may beea witnes of the mal- 
lice and lewdnes ef the other, wherevpon this 
good Father tooke occalton to make alpeeche 
rouching the difterence and greate contrariety 
that there is betwweene the children of God 
and thedeuill, the children of light and darke- 
nes, betweene .the elected and reprooued, 
religious men and heretiques, concluding all 
With this ſentence , Qui male agit edit lucem: Hee 
thac doth ill hatech the light: Briefely the can- 
dour of his procecding , and the freenes of his 
diſcourſe, wonne (o Wh the affeRion of the 
Secretary, that although hee was one of the 
greareſt enemies of Catholique Religion, and . 
one of the greareſt perlecurors that cuer was 
in England,yct did hee shewe fauour to them: 
for hee gaue chardge that all theire coſt should 
bee defraied, from the time chey were farſte ta- 
ken, and commanded the Sergeants ro reſtore 
them all thoſe thinges which they had taken 
from them, which they did in parte, 
The Queene which could not endure to 
hearc of Preiſts, becing advertiſed of = con- 
ancie 
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fancie of this bleſſed Father,of his prudence, 
and dilcreete behauiour,of his profound leat- 
ning,and his ſtrong defence of the religion hee 
profeſſed, calming her paſſion in this kinde, 
was deſirous to haue a fighr of him, wher- 
vpon She went ro a Windowe where She might 
ſce him as hee was rogoe from her Court to 
bee carryed to the tower of Lo6don,according 
to the order of her Counlellors; In the way 
thele fathers had leaſure to confeſle one to the 
other,not knowing whether they should hauc 
the like heereafrer, becauſe they were to be 
putt a part by the ſentence of the counlell, that 
ſo they might bee depriued of theyre muruall 
conſolation, & the rather ro shewe theyr hate 
rothe conſtitutions of theyr religion, 

The Capucins of the Prouince of Paris, 
beeing aduertiſed of the impriſonmer of theſe 
ewo religious men made ſute to his moſt Chri- 
ſtian maicſtie, that hee would inrerpote him- 
ſelfe for theyr deliucrance. For they (awe they 
could nor! bee deliuercd by any other meanes: 
His maieſtic condeſcended to the Capucins 
humble requeſte heerein, who hating hereſie, 
becauſe hee knew well by experience the poi- 
$6 of it, did beare a particular affeftion rowards 
Capucins, His letters were dehucred ro rhe 
Queene to obtayne this fauourable libertie for 
them, wherevpon Father Chriſoſtome beei 
a Scotish man was inlarged: Bur Father Benett 
becing an Englishman, and toe conſequent] : 
VAlL 
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vaſlal of the Queenes, was kept clofle priſoner 
ſtill, and foe farre was hee from obrayning li- 
bertie, that hee was now more afflited.and by 
a new (entence,lent ro the Caſtle of Wilbitch, 
which 1s a moſte vywhollome and vacotorra- 
ble priſon, by reaſon of the ill ayre of thoſe 
partes, and the remorenes of the place from all 
that might yielde aſſiſtance and comforte, with 
a greate number of ocher Catholique priſoners 
both ecclefiaſticall and (ecular pertons. 
Heere is worthie the obleruation, that the 
very firſt day that this Father was ſeparated 
from his companion ,- hce putting away all 
feare, forſooke the ſecular habit hee wore, and 
openly made his habitappeare to the worlde, 
practiſing all the auſterities of his rule , as fa- 
ſtings, | Sr it wa and other mortifications; 
whereby the Cathohques receaued very greate 
comforte and contentment , but the Here- 
tiques Witneſling their hate and fury againſt it, 
did reuwile him moſte bitterly for itz Amo 
others one whole name Was Wright, the m1- 
niſter of Dumnington, which came to diſpute 
with him, thought hee shoulde putt him to 
pions Shame for weating his habit, vnderra- 
ing boldly to prooue , that hee was prohibi- 
ced to weare it, both by ſcriprure and by the 


canons of the Churche : but hee failed of his 


proofe , and indeede hee bore away the shame 
of ſo bold and falſe an afſ-ueration. 


This Capucins habic vnknowen .in thoſe 
partes 
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atces occalioned muck derifion and difdaine: 
to Heretiques and. comforte ro Catholiques, 
inſomuchrhat Father Bennere paſſing by Cam- 
bridge (which is one of the famous Vniuer-' 
ines of the Realmne, for the Colledges whack 
are there burke. long tince by Carholique foun - 
ders for Catholiques, though now vſurped by 
bereriques,as alſo the Churches with the reue» 
newes contrary tothe lawes of God and matt 
and the intention of the founders)pafling I ſay 
by this vniuecliac, hee was ledd thorough all 
their ſtreetes as a ſtrange monſtrous (peRacle: 
Hce was followed with odious 'Shoutes- and: 
cryes, and all deſpirefull ceproches they conld. 
poſlibly doe him. [n the meane while this bleſ 
[ed Father, armed himfclfe with extraordinaty: 
patience, and inwardly rcioyced according r6 
the example of the Apoſtles and Margirs, that 
hee was reputed worthy ro ſuffer ſuch contu-- 
melies and outrages, forthe rameof I x8 v s 
Chriſte crucified, Ar at 1 3004 

When hee was come to Wiſbirch and shar'yp- 
with other priſoners, hee began to excerciſe 8 
fresh the rigours of his rule, and during tigh- 
rene moneths which hee convunewed there}, 
hee brought forth greate and notable fruite?} 
both for De conſolation of Carholiques, an 
conucrfion of Heretiques, who could: 6b 
maugre theyr hate to Catholique religion; buy 
admire this trange manner of life: and the 
tame of it was ſoc generally ſpredd, that-very 
many 
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many were dchirous, toſce him, ſome to cons 
ecnt only theyre curiolitic, and others to heare 
hisdiſcourſe, and ro knowe the growndes of 
his do@rine. Among thele there were many 


Miniſters of the proteſtants, who came thin» 


king to conuince him, but they departed from 
him with theyre owne shame; that which did 
invite and drawe them more to conferre with 
him,was his etraordinaty modeſtie, and (weere 
fashion of creating with them, which cauſed 
Co—_ 10 the reporte of thole that were 
ellow ages with bim) that they choſe ca 
ther to conferre with him, then with any other 
Prieſt, becauſe hee did forbeare to reprooue 
theyr impertinencics andabſurdities, with oe 
much eagernes as many others would, neyther 
would hee cucr bce tranſported by pathon, 
though proucked to ir by the folly and obſti» 
nacy of others, knowing well that (weerenes 
and meckenes, often gayncth thoſe, when ri- 
gour rather honddeech, and that it is an vſuall 
tbing for ſuch obſtinate and proud conceired 
men, to contradict more eee when 


they ſee their aduerſary in paſſion; ovr bleſſed 


ſauiour was meckenes it ſelfe,and the firſte lels 
86, which hee would his diſciples should learne 
of bim, was the practiſe of this vertue, come 
maunding them aboue all, to bee modeſt, and 
wmeekeas lambes among wolucs. | 


This good Father wonne mavy ſoules in 


this manger, for there palled noe day, .chat = 


| 
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had not conference with one or other,& often 


hee (pert the wholle day in this good worke, 
loe that hee had ſcarcely tyme to (ay his 
ofice; other Preriſts wondered much at it, and 
ſeeing his (oe greate erauayle, ioyned with his 
auſternties, admonished him tro ſpare himſelfe, 
and tould him, that his weake body could not 
(ubGſt with ſoe much labour, and fo litie (uſte- 
nance; for (ſaid ihey) Father you are-in conti- 
puall aRion, alwayes in greate occupation of 
body and ſpirit, you take litle or noe reſt to 
repayre your ſtrength,this muſte necdes drawe 
on ſome infirmitic, to the ouerthrowe of your 
health; yea rather (laid hee) I am bexter in 
health for this excerciſe, and was neuer more 
heal:hfull & more.able in body,theT amar this 
preſent, And indeede itpleaſed God to blefle 
bim heerein extraordinarily in Witnes of his 
acceprance of (uch labours; for as I ſaid before 
for tweluc yearcs after his entry among the 
Capucins, hee was loc weake, that there was 
allmoſte noc diſcale whereof hee had not his 
parte, becing oppreſled without any intermil- 
fon witha greate weakenes of ſtomack, which 
infirmitic had now lefi him, ſoc that bee felt 
hardly any indiſpolition at all proceeding from 
his old malady. 

Among other conferences which hee had 
Vith Miniſters, there was one very remarkea- 
ble that bee had with the pretended Bishop of 
Ely, who was natned Doctor Eaton, who og 

ac 
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the fame amony them to bee a very ſubtik 
diſputer . | 

When hee came ro Wiſbirch/where thisre. 
uecend Father was priſoner)vpon ſome impor» 
rant affaices of the publique afliles, there were 
ſome genclemen of quality in this Bishopt 
companye, Whoe had formerly Knowen this 
Farther Benetr of Canferld 1n his yourh, Among 
the reſt, was one Knight called Sir Lohn Curg 
they earneſtly ſoliciced rhe Bishop to deale 
with him, and ro conuit hin of his errour;ſoe 
that the Bishop vndertooke it, and hauing ap= 
pointed the time , they ſent for him to the pri> 
ſon, without giuing him the leaſt aduerriſe- 
ment of this they purpoſe, Hee ſuppoſing that 
it was to bee codemned ro death for his Rehi- 
gion, prepared himfelfe rather to die, then to 
diſpute; At the ficſt, the Bixhop began to in» 
terrogate him as if his Indicement were now 
to bee made: but hee an(wered him plainly and 
categorically, nora whitt amaſed; but preſent- 
ly atcer afewe queſtions, hee entered vnſenli» 
bly into a queſt:'6 cocerninge the Popes autho® 
ritie, which 1sa matter very odiousin England, 
Bur when the Father (\we that the Bishops 
intention Was not toexatnine him asa crimb 
pall, but to conuince him by argument, hee 
defended himfelfe (oe well, and an(wered the 
obieAion of his adverſary fo pertinently , that 
many Catholiques which were there preſent, 
thought it Was Gods fpicir which ſpake wo 

| im 


\,  FÞ. Fennet of Canſ?ac. IT; 
111m, to the 6i{honour and contulton of the Bit- 
hop & his a6herets: loe did this good Father ex- 
<iCHe himfelfe with greate commedation in de- 
fending Gods quarrell, and dayly working the 
conuetfion of loules, till fuch ryme as atter hee 
had beene kepc three yeares 1n diuers priſons, & 
was then ſent back by banniſhmeng into Fraunce 
(tor ſoc he had his tentence) at the ſolicitation 
ot his moſt Chriltian maieſtie Henery the fourth 
ot Fraunce: Bur th. which occationed the more 
ſpeedy execution therot , Was an Oracr matter, 
which I will heeie lec cowne. . 
A certaine vicar of the precended Biſhop of 
Norwich, named maſter Reaman, accompanied 
with ſixtic miniſters, which came trom a Sinode, 
came to Framingham Callie, wacre this father 
no w was, being remouedt:o that of Wisbidge, 
to confer and dilpure with the prielts , which 
'wyere there priloners, who Were tortie 12 num- 
bei; And to the end that all night be cone with 
the more glotie, the gouernouc of the prouince, 
who is the Licutcnant of rhe {hire, was allo 
there,called Si: W inghele,who gue courenange 
tO this coinvanie by 15 prelence, _ | 
In thecompanie ot thels nuniſters, there was 
v11e Called \V rigith, who -hauing lived at Gene- 
Ua, and there borne'a great name, Was oreatlic 
eltzemed for his lainivng and lufliciencie, This 
nnitler, entered 1ato couterence With father 
B1l.et, ana with two other pricltes, but he was 
> fovles, that the vicar Generail, with mante 
Hh others, 
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others, d1d chaunge their colour, and were aſhas 
med of their champian : and afterwards laid a- 
mongp thelelues,thart the taith of the Proteſtants, 
had receined a great blow that day. 

But this man being vain-glortous, vyas not con- 
tent with this dilgrace, but engaged him ſelte for 
another day,to repaire his honor which he had 
loſt. But to prouide tor the worlt , and to reco- 
uer the honor already loſt , rhere were cholen 
three of the molt able miniiters, which were de- 
11gaed tor ro encounter 1 a folemne ditpuration, 
three Prieſtes; vader promile made by the Pro- 
reitants, that they would obtaine warrant from 
the Councell , for the Pricttes fecuritie 11 this 
ation, which was otherwiſe a matter of great 
danger. Some weekes paſled, during which ume 
they treated of the points aud circumſtances of 
the diſputation, winles the conſent of the Coun- 
ce]| was procured . The Reverend father Bennet 
was one of the three Prieſtes which wereeleCed, 
for this dilpurtation, as a man well qualited, both 
tor learning and for pietie; But wm the end, all 
came ro notfing, tor thele Mitiiters becoming 
wile by the example of the former, attex they 
had well thought vpon the þulines, durſt not 
4Dpeare,nor yet coula tindea more honeſt excule, 
then to hatien the banithment of father Bennet 
and the other Pitelts : which being obtained 
tpecdily, they were quit an wholie dilcharged 
Kom This MCet,g 
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Of his returne into Fraxce. 


THE XIX. CHAPTER, 


Frer chat Father Bennet,had paſſed rchres 

yeares in prion, he was delivered as afor- 
laid. VV hilſt he was in priſon, he made it a Cloie 
itre for the aulte;11e of his profeſſion , and a pule 
pir, preaching frequentlie there the word of 
God, and drawing many loules out of the linke 
ot hereſfie, The Cacholiques were glad of his en» 
{argment, in regard of their defire that he mighe 
returne, to enioy the |weet contentments of his 
Cell, bur otherwile they wee exceeding lorrie 
to be depriued of his conuerlation, his good in» 
{tructions, and vertuous example, 

His bretheren who knew how zealous and 
{111T he was in the obleruance of his rule, in in- 
regritie of life, & great prudence and experience 
for the direCtion of foules , made him inconti- 
nently malter of the Nouices . This office he 
excuciled a long time at Orleanceand Rouen, gl- 
uing to euery oe ſuch an odour of his holines 
of life, and of his rare in{trufions, that many Cx=- 
cellentreligious men, could not {peake of him, 
without witneſſing tingular atte&ion to 'honor 
his memorieg in recompence of thole ſpirituall 
benefits which they though: they recetued from 
him, or by his meanes, 

Among other precepts which he gaue to frame 

H h 2 a life 
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a lite truly {piricuall, that of abnegation was one, 

as the virrue which doth depriue vs of all char 
>roceederh trom thewo:1d, or from our owne 
proper unerelt , to giue our fovtes emirely to 
God, toras much as he hateth hyts thar are dc- 

uided. he fcldome imparteth his graces to luch, 

becaule the aftection ay meth at lome other ob= 


' re&, then (359 alone. at the leaſt wile, he neuer 


beltoweth{nis graces lo abundganthie, as when we 
we vo1d aild quite emprie , ot all pets.) be f1- 
aces his, Vhaitore (laid father Bennet) there are 
three [p1igh otabnegarion, one temporall, another 
2orporall, the third (pirituall, yyhich doe lette, 
gonhrme, | and eltabli{h our loule, and all her 
$00d work?s, as fxltinges, dilciplines, prayers, 
& mortifications againit al the aſſaylts of rhe ent- 
mie, The temporall, is againſt the yyorld, whictk 
$y alcouetbus ond diſordered atte&tion, co earth» 
lis thin92s, feeketh ro make vs { rongly affeted 
1 her hide: co All vamrie, and fo to become tribu- 
rarieto hen. The cor; Doral , 15. 46am? the fleth, 
Which by] teihly vlealure , endeuoureth with 
migl? t and maine, ro depriutms V3 Ot tae tnowleag 
of the true and and fours aovne gopd, propoſing 
wo vs ihe falle and masked,, and couered. over, 
with the guryyard 2ppearance of the true , The 
{pricu3ll is agatnitthe ciuell, who! by pride blin- 
derh vs , and hindereth vs to refle& vpon our 
wene mhymite, ſtirring vs vp to take che flight 
Ot ambitign 1 foating, « on hig "I, to the end We 
Aay tall head-longinro the the Haines of hel = 
The 
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The firſt of theſe abnegations, conhſterh m 
the renouncing of gold, ſilver, eftares, argnirtes, 
enheritances, poſſeſſions, atrayre of leruanrs, and 
the like, and was recommended by our Sautour 
him lelte, inthe 14.0fS, Luke, For wanthereon, 
Achab, Giezi, Ananias, Indas, and manv orhers, 
overthrew rthymſiclues mott milerablie. The (&- 
cond confilteth in renouncing the aQions of Al 
the lenſes, as ſeeing, hearing, ſpeaking , raiting, 
ſmelling, rouching, fleeping, cloathing cur fel- 
ues, and thelike, winch S. Paul doth recommend 
vnto vs, when he faith, Mortihe your members 
which are vpon earth, For want wherof, Dauid, 
Salomon, Herod, and infinit others offended 
God . Thethird abnegarion extending farther 
then the others, doth depriue vs of all ſort ot 
complacencie, which we may tak2 in our owne 
zCions, of all vaine andcurious thoughtes , and 
{oue of our felues, and cauſeth vs to doe all thw- 
res only for the loue of God, feeketh hs ho] 
will in all thinges, andthat which doth moſt el- 
pecially rend to his greater glorie. By the firſt, 
we have no more to doe with the world,nor the 
world with vs. By the ſecond, our foule dyyel- 
ling as yer in theearchly rahernacle of the body, 
doth lead alife like ro Angels. And by the third, 
we are transformed into God, as far as may: be, 
being in the ſtate we are. The hot, maketh vs 
children of heaven, becaule we doe deſpice the 
earth . The ſecond, doth prepare for vs a "ny 
*tole, to goe with the virgins, ſinging and exul- 
Hh 2 0.0 
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ting afcer the Lambe. And the third makeih vs 
to taſt here, the lweetnes of thole liquours, 
which doe inebriate vs in bleſſednes, 

This excellent leilon was p1:t'in pradtiſe by 
Father Bennet, before he tavghtir vnaco otheis, 
which made him 1o much the more worthie of 
reſpe& and honor. The contempt of all thingee, 
made him for to be inditterenc, and to be all vato 
all, ſo that by a wondertull pleahng and {hinuing 
ſweernes of affabiliric, he gayned thehmnts of his 
very enimies,even of his one religious; $0 that 
ſince hisreturne trom England, many heretiques 
cooke occaſion , vpon [cruple that they hav of 
their religion, ro confer with him, by which 
meanes, Gods hole lpirit wrought by him infen- 
fibly,the conuerfion of a great number. 

Ic hapned one day, whilſt he was Gardien at 
Rouen, in time of the extreame{t heates of fom- 
mer, he not thinking of giving any the lealt caſe 
ynto his boie, wore this habirpieced,in the ſelfe 
ſame manec as 1n winier,, The bretheren iecing 
him worke in the garden,and to {yyear tuch great 
drops as ouertooke one an other, had compat: 
Gon on him, and ſaid, Father , youſpoile your 
ſelfe, this heauie habir killeth you, give vs leaus 
to take away thele peeces which maketh ic lo hea- 
nie, they will {erue you for another winter ; 
What, {aid he, you mock me,my habiris as yours 
ts, and I finde itlight enough , Pardon me, ſaid 
one of them, there1s great difference, looke well 
ypon It, and you ſhall finde itto be ſo, They had 

for 
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for all this much -adoe to perlwade him, Loe 
what morrtification this was, not ro know in 
what maner his habit was, as whither it had ſuch 
pieces vpon it, yea orno: certainly, rhis was the 
moſt extraordinarie grace of God, which held 
him alwayes raviſht, and by the attra@ of his 
Joue, held him alwayes faſtned to his Crofle, lo 
that although he endured very much , yet he 
thought ic robe nothing, for as much as the do-- 
lors of his Lord and maiſter were more ſenſible 
to him, and kept downe the feeling, of all othier 
EXterior paines. 


of his virtues. 


THE XX. CHAP, 


| T may ſeeme from the purpole to ſet downe 
ſo many excellent virtues wherwith this B. 
Father was adorned, into the narroyy compaſle 
of one chapter , bur nor purpoſing to make any 
ample diſcourſe of them { which requiceth a 
preat volume to containe them) I will only point 
our ſome few ates of many excellent virtues, 
and by that ſcantling , giue the Reader occaſion 
to ſee the trne ſpring and fountaine, thowgh itbe 
nor deduced into great ſtreames. W ho was there 
thatknew him, that [did nor admire in him the 
rearnes of his charitie, the light of his faith, the 
tances of his hope? W ho can [peake [ufficiently 

Hh 4. of 
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of the abillirie of his wit, his prudence, and his 
patience inall ſorts of aMiQions ? His lyectnes 
of converſation, his profaund humilitie, his per- 
fe and prompr obedience, and of his {1mplicirie 
and modeſtie in ail occafions 2 W ho can worth- 
lie expreſle, theauſteritie ot his pennance, the 
fruic of his ſilence, the effeftes of his preachin- 
gE5, the violence ot his labours, the croſles, me 
teringes, watchinges , faltinges, mortihcations 
and his diſciplines? The Reacerhim lelfe may ea» 
fily infer moſt of all thefe, out of our tormer dil- 
courle of his B. lite; Therfore I will only here re- 
cite, ſome particular aftions of 2ache virtu,which 
may moue toa true imitation of them. 

And hrit concernihg humilitie, which isas it 
were the foundation of all the other, no man 
euerconuerſed with him, who will nor fay, that 
he was truly humble , The offices and charyes, 
which his pietie andrare prudence made him to 
beare in his order, were not accepted ot him, but 
when he could in no wiſe auoide them: and not» 
with(tanding thele places ot luperioriie , yet he 
neuer ommi:tedro ftoope to thole meane drud- 
peries, which rhe lay bretheren are wont to per» 


rme; Inſomuch, that when he was Gardien/ 
at Roven, it neceſſitie entorced him ro goe into | 


the towne, to doe bufines of the couenc, or for 


the comfort of his neighbour, he did ordinarilie. 


carrie the wallet vpon tus back, and begged from 
doore to doore, 11 going and coming: and to giue 
cafe to his companion , he alywayes would carrie 
Yo R | the 


F. Bennet of Canfildes 121 
the more heauie burthen,, albeit he were very 
weake and feeble of nature. Thus he pur in prac- 
tile what we ſaid before ofabnegation in the tor- 
m-r chapter, affirming often, that it was note» 
nough to have the havituall virru, it ir werenot 
accompanied withthe aCuall. We may (faidhe) 
conlider abnegarion inthree maners; as hiſt, ha- 
' bicuall and rehdenr in our foule; lecondly, as vir- 
tuall, for as much as it is 10yned, with an inten» 
tion of a precedent at; in the third place, as 
atuall, for as much as it produceth truly, ats 
conformable to her being, which are, a deſpifin 

of ones lelfe, proceeding trom the knowledge of 
our owne weaknes; The two firlt aregood , but 
without the third, they languiſh by licle, and in 
the end doe drie and wither quite away: where- 
upon great euills doc often follow, ether in the 
vnderitanding , by reaſon of a certaine darke 
cloud, which hindreth vs to know our ſelues, or 
in the will, which ſtriueth nor to get forth-out 
of ſo dangerous a ſtate, His humilitie was alſo 
leene, in Liding diligently thoſe graces, which 
God did ſhew him 1n an aboundant meaſure. 
The more he did receiue, the more was hea true 
follower of S. Frauncis,elteeming him lelfe, the 
molt imperfe& man in the whole world.Noman 
could know his viſions , but ſome vexy few of 
his moſt invard and ſecret friendes , Oneday; a 
brother ſeeing him-ſtranglie cransformed, and as 
it were vnited with God , by contemplation, 
much more .ſtraightly then others were , 0 
asked 
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2sked of him ſomwhar boldy,if he had not ſome 
exrraordinarie viſion in his extaſie, VV har ( ſaid 
he) ſhould [ haue viſions? They are nor for ſuch 
miſerable ſinners as T am; So much did he hum- 
ble, and calt downe him lelte, in the knowledg 
ot him lelfe , and in the novght of kis owne 
weaknes, as God d1d rai'e him vp aboue others 
111 grace and merit, 

As for patience, which is the true filter of hn> 
militie, he profeſſed icin lo high a degree , that 
it ſeemed almoſt impoſſible, to atraine turther in 
the exerciſe of this victu , Affliction Cid neuer 
make him change color: and that which was ve- 
rie much oblerued in him, whilſt he was in En- 
gland, he had alwayesan extraordinarie force and 
magnanimirie of ſpirit, wherby he was wonder- 
fullie fortified, in enduring of all rorments, and 
 garded by thele virtues, againſt the viotenr al> 

laulrs of what aMiRQion foeuer. During the great 
rizours of his diſeaſe (which were molt orcina 
and daylie, as we haue before declared) albeir he 
was Gardien and ſuperior, he was fo obedient to 


the councell of thole char were to councell him, 


that he neuer tran{greſſed, yea he would obey his 
brother, or him that kept him, & had a particulat 
charge toferue him, ſothar often times he found 
tim in theſame poſture, that he had put him & 
teft him the night betore, withour once ſtirring 
arme.So God whois delighted in the ſufferances 
of his friendes , and doth recompence them with 
increaſe of charitie, made him often taſte 1 oy 
the 


| 


| 
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therof, by ſuch ations altogether miraculous, 
On atime, hauing hada violent avd cangerors 
ſicknes, fora longtime, he began tocomplainea 
itle of the tediouſnes of the lame:'nor out of any 
impatience in enduring the ſficknes (fer he did ra- 
ther wiſh to be alwayes loexerciſed) bur becauſe 
be could not goe tothe quire, & performe other 
duties of the communitie , Forthis I will obſer. 
ue by the way, that he was agreat enimie of f1n- 
gularirie, and aliyayes thought that molt zflured 
and true marke of tanQtiuie 1na religious man to 
be, to (ee that it doth alwaies follow the com» 
mynitie , without leauing it, vnles it be in ex- 
treame neceſſitie, And in this Pope Clement the 
eight hadreaſon to ſay , that he would nothaue- 
a better argument to canonize a religious man, 
then tobe aſſured that he had alwayes followed 
that which is ordained by his rule, tor as mnch as 
{ingular ations & particularittes, areneuer with- 
out (elfe loue, which is one of the peſtilences of 
religion. This blefled father therfore, diſconten- 
redin his minde, that he could nor follow the 
communitie,and reſigning himſfelfe whollie into 
Gods handes,feltin his ſoule a certaine{weetnes, 
more then viuall, and as it were a certaine voice 
whichſpake to the eare of his harr, aſſuring him 
that he ſhould receine a perfe remedgie, on the 
day and feaſt of their Seraphicall father S, Fran» 
cis,'fo that he would follow the communirie; 
The effet ſhewed it afterward: for the eve of 
S. Francis being come”, he ifſuerh«forch of the 
inhrma-. 


of this life. For indeed the patience was norable, 
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infirmarie and goerh as well as he can to the-r& 


teQorie with others, They would haue gins him 
ſome other meate , becauſe on this day they faſt 
with bread and water,telling him, that he was te 


weake and fick to faſt, and that he would therby | 
encreale his icknes:burhe forboare to eate other- 


wile then the reſt did , following the inlpiration 
or reuelation which he had had, and contented 
him (elfe only with bread and water. The night 
following he went ro Mattins, and he was ng 
ſooner vpon his knees, but lifting vp his hare 
to God to dilpole him ſelfe to his office, he felt 
( which he imparted to ſome others after- 
wards) a certaine inward cheerfujnes and jabi- 
lation of hart, - which cannot be expreſfled , and 
he heard as it were a voice full of ſ{weernes, 
which conforted him, and ſaid . Goe and finge 


confidently , for thou art nov Wholy cured of thy 


diſeaſe. O how good athinge is it ro endure for 


the Joue of God! 
Preſently vpon this he recovered his health; 


and be — tinge more loude then hewas 


wont before he was ſick, the other Religions 
knew right well, that God had {hewed him tome 
particular grace that night: and fo reconering 
more and more, his former voice grew ſweeter 
and ſtronger. Thus doth God repay the trauells 
which, we endure, threefold beyond the valew 
of them, and maketh vs to ſee by infinit effedts, 
that patience is one of the moſt neceſlarie virtues 


that, 
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tharthis B, father did praQtile with ſo much re- 
fgnation 3 which he did compareto the arke of 
Noe, which preſerned himangd his familie from 
the vniverlall flood: his wordes are thele , The 
Arke of Noe was caulkes, to the end thar the 
waters might nor enter in: What 1s this Arke 
floating vpon boo deluge of milchiefes and xri- 
bulations ? and w hat is thispitch whe with it 
was caulked , bur the fruit of patience , which 
keepeth the waters of afflitions , from entring 
mto this Arke wel & cloſely ſtopt , toextinguiſh 
charitie ? and for this cauſe, ſuch a ſoule laith, 
4que multe non potuerunt extinguere charitatem. 
Many waters could not quench charttie, 
Lervspaſle ro other virrues, and without in- 
filing further in his feruour , nor in the oblerua- 
tion of his rule, of which we haue already trea- 


. ted, I will here recite a ſtrange accident which 


hapned whilſt he was gardien, and maſterof the 
nouices at Rouen , A certaine young gentleman 
wasiniprred of God to delpice the world, and to 
decome a Cappucin, who was lo art Jenghr afrex 
many dehyes and proote of his conftancie , His 
parents (as it falteth our commonly) being grie- 
ned for this his ſpixrcuaH aduancement, andeni- 
mies of this dehigne, attempred by lerters , vfing 
cher the mediation of others,to draw him back, 
But when they flaw they conld not preuaile by 
this meanes ,' they deuiſed another, which they 
kept very lecret, vnder pretext of going to viſe 
Nm, and ro be informed of EEE bla"! * 
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his new caurle of life. And after they ſaw what 


conentment hefound in a religious lite , as he 
accompained them to the dore, they drew bin 
by forceoutof the gates, and carried him away 
wit! them , The Porter hereupon began to crie, 
and the reuerend Father being aduernſed of this 
Jewes a&tion,began to runne after as a good ſheps 
heard doth after a Woulfe, which hath taken 
away a Lambe out of his fould , Burt ſeeing hig 


pourluing to beto no purpole , and that it hg 


ſhould ouerrake them, he was not able to deltuer 
him forth of their handes; hen full of feruour of 
Ipirit, and of a holy anger, he threatneth rhem 
with the juſt iudgment of God, laying , that he 
would neuer leaue {uch an enormous crime at 
this, without ſome notable & exemplar puniſhs 
ment. A thinge very ſtrange 8 worthy of markey 
that at that verytime, ſentence was giuen trom 
beauen, and was very ſhorily after put 11 exe» 
cation, toratihe the true prediction of this good 
tather . For lome few monthes after , this 
younge gentleman , who could not be vuers 
come with any lortes of promiſes, came back d- 
pane rotake the habit , and a Iitle after made 

is profeſſion, who tould them, that from the 
very time that he was thus taken away , his fas 
ther began to grow ſick, and impayring ſtill un 
His healch, dyed ſhortly after. This ought to ters 


rihe thoſe which leeke co draw their children by. 
all meanes from religion: and alrhough many are | 


tote puniſbed in this world, yer ought they to, 
allure 


{ 
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aſſu-e them ſelves , thar they ſball Pay for ir in 
another, if they doe nor farishe for ſuch hzynous 
crimes, by great and extraorcinarie pennances: 
and principally, if ſuch children come to be de- 
bauched and leved ; andleefe their ſoules by oc- 
eafion of worldly encombrances in the way of 
virtu which leadeth to heaven . Forif Religious 
men-haue Jabour enough and much dlfficultie ro 
ſave their foules, why ſhould not ſecular men 
feare, who haue ſoules of the ſame mould as they 
have? ] will add another ſtorie, for proofe of 
this which hapned art the ſame time , and inthe 
lame place. 

A certaine preacher Capucin, borne of one of 
the beſt and nobleit families of Normandie, bore 
a (1ngular refpe ro the piety of father Benner, 
and he likewiſe, did {ingularly aftet him,” One 
day as they conuerles together, and diſcourſed of 
death, and of the ſtare of foules, ſeparated from 
the maſſe of corruprible fic{h, they madea mu- 
tuall pa one to the other, that which ſhould die 
brit, ſhould aduile the ſuruiner of his eſtate, if 
God of his grace and mercie would permit It.- 
This preacher died fhrſt, and two or three dayes 
after his buriall, as this good father yas in prater 
the quire before matins, where he paſſedthe 
moſt parrof the nighte, he appeared vnto him in 
that formeend faſhion, which witneſſeda great 
attliction, After matins he came againe,andeuery 
time heipake only theſe wordes . Multorugn me-- 
mus, grande leuatur onus ; thatis tofay, a” great 

bur- 
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burthen 1s lighined by many mens handes, atig 
{ogi-inly ae vaniſhed, 

This gvod father , iudping of his'ſtate by his 
Weides , could not forbeare to {hed teares , and 
redoubled the teruour of his prayers,and tor three 
dayes [pace, he cauled all the Priclts ro cclebrax 
Miſic for him, and others tro communicate afcer 
his inteniton : which done this toule appeared 


no more: giuing him therby to vaderltand, that 
'his paines were changed into eternall reſt 11 lea» 


ven. This was the entertaznment of this bletied 
tather, who occupied him leite wholy in prayer 
and contemplation, by which hewas continual» 
lie vnitec to God his cnly obiect, and the virtu 
ot poucrtiie, did cilpolc him the more vnto It, 
which he toſtered as his mother . For to pray 
well, it 1s expedient to thinke of nothing bur of 


_ God, and this thought can not be entire ana pete 


te, vnles our harcs be voide and eniptied, 1iom 
the afteQion of all earthly thinges . To this cnd 
he laid right well , that there were three lortes 
of pouerttz, necellarie tor three fortes ot prayers, 
vocall, meditation, and contemplation. The tirit 
is, a poucrtie of atteQtion proper to all Chriltians, 
which conlifterh in nor ache ing to earthly thin- 
ges,, but tollowing the counccll ot S, Paul, to 
vie them in poſieſſing them, as it we had them 
not; and thole which are endued with this {pirit, 
ſay eaſilie to their thoughts whenthey center inio 


. the chuich; Attend mie at the gate, as S, Bernard 


did, The lgcondas,; the poucttic of projaſion, 
en TEL II. which 


Ca 


- _— %Y%YJyJ oa tHe. MH WW 'Qn Q. om 


w FF S 


F. Bennet of Capfilde. r2g 
which belongeth only to religious men, who by 
their yowe, doe depruie them leluesof all thine 
g25:and this being more high then the other,doth 
greatly lolacea ſoule , and maketh it moreCapa» 
ble of meditation, lifring it vp ſo much the more 
in this ſtate, as it hath lefle proprietie or demai= 
nes, ether in common, orin priuats | 

The third ſort of pouertie is yet more excel- 
cellent then thete two , which is a pouertie of 
fpirit, noras it is ordinarily taken, forthat which 
depriueth vs of all inordinat afte&tion to riches, 
but for 2s much it ordereth our afteRions rou- 
ching {pirituall and heauenly thinges , cauting 
that the foule doth not deltre rhem for it telfe, 
nor for her particular profit, but only for the glo- 
neo God, to whomit hath giuen the hart, the 
thoughts, and all afftedtions , And this ſtrippin 
ths loule perfectlie of all corporall and ſwicituall 
thinges, of all deſires which tend to her particu» 
lurincereft, 1s diſpoſed by this maner to contem= 
plation, and by continuall |a&ions of loue and 
cCharitie, kindleth itlelfe, yea and conflumeth ie 
felle, ro transformeir lelte ,| and become vnited 
vnto God, which is the vtmolt degree of [piti- 
et12ll lite, | 

Now it is eafieto judge, how this father was 
poorein thele three kindes of pouerties, His pro- 
teſſion doth ſufficrently proue the two hilt, and 
his ſoule faſtned to the Croſle, withour 1nter- 
miſſion ralting the truites wherof, he hath letc vs 


the [cede in ns booke of the Þp1ll of God , dothide- 
I1 | monſtrar 
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monſ(trat thechiird, And tromthis vnton, procee- 
deth charitie, yea perteC charirie cannot be with» 
our this vnion, and hence ſprungethe peace and 
rranquillirie ot all his deſires within him lelfe, a 
conſtant concord with his neighbour, wildome 
which is the brſt gifc of the holie Ghoſt, which 
doth pznetrat the milteries of God , and atfeCtio» 
nat mercre to contort his neighbour in hisnecel- 
'rie, prompnes to Gods leruice , thepractite of 
990d vworkes, and the loule, the !ite, and the mes 
1z2 of a'l virtues, So that to ſpeake that briefly, 
which I cannot particularize in a whole yolume, 
this bleſſed father being vnited to God, we may 
eruly inferre and conclude, that paſſions did ne« 
wer trouble the peace, which he did inwardly en» 
joy: that the ſaluation of his neighbour, vas as 
render to him,as his owne: that he thought no 
rime lo well ſpent, as when hecould cooperat 
rherto in any maner : that his witdome did ſound 
the molt lecret miſteries : that his good workes 
were ineſtimable and great, his aftetions great, 
his virtues great, and therfore his memorie and 
his name, ougntto be greatamong men. 
Befides thete virtues, which mace liim ſo ac- 
cep:able inthe hgh of God, and his admirable 
ations mtheeyes of the world, he had cerrtaine 
o her graces or gifts which S, Paul recireth as ſ1n- 
eular benehrs of the holy Ghoſt, to thoſe ro 
whom they are 1mparred. There was nothing be- 
Jonging to {piricuall beautie, wherof he had nor 
tome par: and portion, and by his pictic —_—_ 
VFAIC 
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| Which he boare ro Gods ſervice, he ofcen times 
didmany thinges , which may very well be dez+ 
med miraculous, 

Bzing orice ſent ro Audely thereto reimaine, ic 
hapned as he cameinto the chappell , which is in 
theenrrie ro the church, he elpicd chat there wag 
nopiure vpon the Altar, wherathe was much 
moued: for let heretiques lay What they pleaſe 
out of their fooliſh malice , images are nor only 
bookes of ignorant perſons , but of more perte& 
men, who tinde moriues in them to deuation, 
which they would nor haue otherwiſe . W her- 
upon he asked father Gardien, what the cauſe 
was, tharttheir chappel| wasno betrer adorned? 
Hean'wered him. Father we areſo poore in this 
place, that we know not how co beautihfie ity or 
came by tholeconuenient ornaments. Hereupon 
he will:d lim to prouide ſome colours, with 
which alchough he knew not what belonged ro 
paincihg, nor cuer in his life had handled penfill, 
he made an image of our B. Lady, in whichare 
repreſented all the ſimboles and Hierogliphes, 
which be required ro exalt the virtues of the 
queene of heauen, and holo latd and diſpoſed rhe 
colours, that for the beautic therof, and forthe 
detotion which ic doth excite in the harts of 
thole that doe behouldir, it was changed and pur 
inthe place of thatimage of the high Altar, where 
ut ec remaineth to this prelent, 
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Of his extaſies and rapts, and of the graces 
which he receined in thim. 


THE XXI CHAPTER. 


y F I ſhall ſpeake as 1t 1s meete of Father Ben- 


L n2t, and of his ſtraight vnion with almightie 
God, of the force , of the perteCtion , and cont 
nuation therof, I{hould not ſay, that he had.ex> 
tahes or ra1iifhments, bur that his whkoleNite from 
three andtiventie yeares of agethar he becamea 
Cappucin, was a continuall rapt and perperuall 
extalie, When loeuer he was teene, or where 
tocuer he was, he had his ſpirit alyvates litred vp 
to God, the fight ot the bale creature, made him 
ro become engulphed in the knowledg of his 
Creator, This was much notedin him,that when 
any man |pake vato him, and asked him any mat- 
xer , he muit repeate the ſame thinge twice vnts 
him , becauſc his toule beingotherwiſe preoccue 
pared, 01d not heare the hrſt rime; lo that many 
had not bene edthed by his conuerlation, had they 
not knowen 11s great pietie; tor oftentimes he 
bpake lo ſhortand lo brokenly, asif he had vans 
ted words toexnreſle what he would fay. 

His extalies were iudged for ſuch, by thoſ? 


that being very conuerlantin myſticall Diuiniricy 


tound them to be truly ſupernatural ; for they 
could not be foundinges as ſome might imagin, 
tor as muchas a louadinge, according to the ops 
100 
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mon of Galen, the prince of Philoſophers, is an 
uiterception of the ſence, by an obſtruftion of 
the ſinnewes, which taketh away thepullefrom 
the artyres, and doth wholy depriue vs of the vie 
ofreaton . But ſo far was this Farther from bein 
deprived of knowledg,and of the funRion of the 
ſpirit with that of the lence, that on the contrary 
part, he was lifted vp ro God, andreceauedgreat 
tlaminations touching the illuminatiue life], and 
aſfured way of perte&ion, Soundinges are natu- 
rall, and doe follow a ſodaine failling of all the 
torces of the body,which carrie avyay with theny 
thole of the ſpirit, but extahies are from God, 
which by adrawing of ltoue, attraRteth ſoules ro 
him, ro make them taſt thoſe lyveetneſles, which 
they could nor otherwiſe, 

\W hen Father Bennet therfore, recited thoſe 
thinges of ſo high a nature, after theſe extahes, 
wherof he now had knowledge before, who can 
prelume to (ay that this was naturall , and that 
they were nothing elſe but ſoundinges? For 
ariſe from a great emprines or priuation of vitall 
(pirits, which cannot paſleto the place, ordained 
by nature for the funCtions . But extaſies on. the 
contrary part,proceed fromarepleation oraboun» 
dance of grace, which maketh the foule conuer- 
fant in heauen, being yerfaſtned ro this maſſe of 
earth. So S, Peter in the 10, of the Ads, falling 
into an extahe of [pirir, ſavy a great ſheete which 
came downefrom ho full of all fortes of vn» 
cleane creatures, With'a voice which ſaid vats 
li; kimy 
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fuiing this while, he had no maner of feeling of 
his 


\ 
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him Kill, and cate. So S, Paul reporteth of him- 
felfe, that he was rapt euen to che third heauen, 
and there ſavy thinges , which the ſenſe cannot 
comprehend, And S. lohn in the Apocalip:,was 
firlt rapt in ſpirit on the Lords day , and law fo 
many marvellous thinges which he reciteth, cons 
cerning the circumſtances, of the generall iudg. 
ment. So this holy Father being rauiſhedin [pt- 
rit, and receiving the knowledge ct that which 
he could nor artane by great labour and paintull 
ſtudie of manie yeares, we cannot bur wuCege ne- 
ceſſarily, that thele were graces which he recei» 
ued from God, in the \wecornes of his extahes. 

Whilſt he was Garcien at Charters, he fell 
into 2 grievous ſicknes, which moltmen thought 
would haue bene his laſt: for the violence of thg 
feuer was ſo great, that it could nat be afſiva- 
ged by anie remedie: and he being but lately res 
couered of other tormer diſeaſes, beiides his aus 
ſtericies, he was become lo weake and leane,that 
he wasnothing elle but skin and boane, lo that 
it was thought almoſt impoſſible, thar he could 
reſiſt chis brunr. In thiscale, ke cauſcd an Image 
of our bleſſed Lady to be brought voto him, 
being ſingularly deuourt vnto her, and cauſed itto 
belerat his becs feete, that lohe might the bet- 
rer behould it , But he was no looner entred into 
contemplation , bur that he fell into an extahe, 
for the [pace of eighteene houres, all which time, 
bis (ences weredepriued of their funQions , and 
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his dileaſe; Yeaſome did cryin hiseare, burthe 
did pot heare them . His colour for this time, 
was far more vermillian and cheerful then before, 
being more ruddie, where betore it was more 
pal! and wanne , To conclude, he yas in fucha 
ſtare,. that both the phiſitians, and lome others 
who cameto [ce himſaid, that there was nothing 
but his bodie there, and that his ſoulewyas vnited 
to God in luch a maner, that they could not ex- 
preſſe nor well conceiue . This then being laid, 
is a great argument of his lanQitie, which they 
had tormerly beleeued, but that hereatter there 
was no caufe to make the leaſt dout therof,Eigh-- 
ceene houres after tecameto him lelfe, ſceming, 
to be wakened out of a profound ſleepe, and 
preſently very cheerfull and well dilpoſed, hera- 
{ed himfelfe vpon his bed,as if heneuer had been 
lick: God did that in a moment , whick the phif1- 
Hans could not doen alongetime: and who will 
now be lo hardie, as to affirme, that this was 
ratheraſounding,then an exralic? 

An other time, the zeale of the glorie of God 
and (aluation of toules, particularly ot choſe which 
wereinteted with herehe, drew him torth into 
a village nere Orleance, where there were many 
Hugonots, In all his termons, his ticlt diſpoſition 
coenter intolo holiea worke, was fervent prater, 
that he might lighten their darke ynderſtandin- 
ges, and mollifie their obſtinat and peruerle wils, 
Bur atthis time he was yery long, and very fer- 
uent in his praier before he went to preach, ſo 
L 1.4 ' _ 
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thar his companion,turning his eye towards ug S 
(awy him compaſſed about with alight, and lifred* 


, ypmorethen two foorefrom the ground, ablorpr-! 


1n contemplation of the diuinitie, which isthe- 


\ fountaine of all learning and of all vircu, from 


whom doutleſly he drew all chat which he was: 
afterwards to ſpeake , rocondut and guide the: 
poore abuſed foules ro God . So that it may be\' 
more rightly ſaid of him, which $, Thomas ſaid 
of S, Bonauenture, Let vs ſuffer (ſaith he) one Saint. 
£0 trauell for another: tor as much as h& aid labour 
burfor one, which had bene formerly a ſinner; 
but Father Bennet did labour for leſus Chrilt 
God and man allo, the fountaine of all holines, 
and the [pringe of.our glorie, He was ſeene dir. 
uers other times 1n extaſies, whilesſtayingin the” 
quire after others, he was intentiue vnto prayer, 
Bur Ihaucreported this aQion more particular- | 
lie, becaulcit was accompauied with the COnuer- 
fion of many,who afterwards becamedeuoutand 
fernent Carholiques, bearing ſo much the morg 
trueandearneſtaffeQion ro Gods church, as they 
bore hate and malice to it before. 


Of his la#R (uknes and his death. 


THE XXII CHAPTER, 


N the yeare of our Lord one thouſand fix hun-! 
dred andeleuen, died this bleſſed father Ben»! 
ner, in the couent of the Capucins of our B.Lady,/ 
K9githi | being 
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at this time, the ordinarie Confeſlar of the 
religious women of S.Clare,ſurnamed the daugh- 


ters of the Paſſion, of whom we a A 
the life of the B, Father Angell of Joyeule, m the 
chapter of his tranſporting to Paris, The graces 
which God gid him during his life, were aug- 
mented in thislaſlt paſſage ot his death. His fick 
nes was nothingin amaner, but a continuall ex- 
talie, in which he being vnited to God, receined 
great contentment in his loule, and in theſupe» 
110r part therot, my the exceeding great doe 
Jours of his body, and the part inferior, His affec- 
tionsalwaies reigned into the handes of God, 
kept his will ſo occupied in the contemplation of 
the glorie which he was ſhortlie toenioy, thatby 
reaſon of a perte@ contempt which he had of all 
earthly contolaripns, he would hardly be wonng 
to ſpeake any thinge, defaring rather to ſpeake 
wich Angells,in the inward clolet of his hart,then 
outwardly with men , Wherupon it came to 
palle, thar God by a particular grace ,, which he 
doth nor giue bur tothe greateſt Saints, revealed 
ro him, the time, the day, and houre of his death, / 
to the end he might dilpoſe him lelfe with the 
more feruor for the ſame, and might omic no- 
thing of that which might be moſt neceſlarie for 
him 1n this lalt paſſage, whither interior for cha» 
ritie and compunCtion , or exterior for Sacra- 
mentsand prayers, For one of their fathers, an 
eminent man 1n this holy Religion, viſiting him 
the day after he wasfick in bed , and +". 
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rake his leaue of him, becauſe he was going 


to 
preach in the prouince of Tourain,askedof him; 
if this ſhould be his laſt ficknes, for rhe ſepara 
of ſoute & body, in yeelding the onevpro 
and the other to rhe earch? This B. father, lif 
vp his eyes to heauen and ſending forth a groa 
to od, laid, Yea withour all dour, and this alſs 
was at thar very time , when diſcourling of per= 
feion, herould him thinges which can nor be 
Jearned, bur within the praQtife of a high con» 
remplation. | | | | 
Somtimes he was heardro ſpeake within him 
ſelfe, wich a ſpirit wholy abſtraQt andretired, bur 
with fo ſoft and low a voice, and withour any 
perfe& diſtin ſound of wordes, that no man 
could vnderſtand what ke ſpake . In theſe ſecret 
colloquies a man mightſee, ask were a certaine 
Ss at ſtreame from bis face, and | know not 
tkinde of ſerenirie, which droue others ins 
10 admiration of him whovifited him, Oift 
could but haue heard and comprehended, rhoſs 
diſcourſes which his ſoule had with God prinat- 
lie, if they could haue ſcene the thinges which he 
ſaw, and have bene made partakers of thote my- 
ſterios which were renealed ro him, how wo 
they haue bene aſtoniſhed ? For if the ourward 
ſhew was ſo powerfull , how forcible had the 
truth ir ſelfe bene Bur as ſoone as this Father 
rooke norice, that ſomthing was obſerned in 
him, which might bewwray his invvard perfe&ion, 
he cetired his ſpirir as much as he could from rhis 
COns 
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contemplation, to- the of his owae 
jinfirmine: or elle informed hi of lomwhar 
that was imperfe& in himlelte, W hich-whens 
brother of his perceiued, who bad knowen bums 
long time, he began to aske himyif he had not 
ſome revelation of his furure eſtate, or of his lite 
paſt? T'o whom he preſently rewrned an{were. 
W hat doe you ſpeake to me of Revelations, who 
am the molt miſerable wretch vnder the cope of 
heauen? and thus {hewed, how much he was: of- 
fended with ſuch a queſtion, which rendedto his 
owne praiſe and commendation. During his life, 
he was ſingularly affeed to ſpeakeof God, ayd 
of thinges which helpe aſouletothe path way of 
heaven, bur in this laſt ſicknes, this defwe had 
gayned great increaſe, in fo much that he was ye» 
ry defirous to haue a Religious man ſtill, about 
him, enduedwith the ſame ſpint: for if any. man 
would ſeeme roſay , that he ſhould y lens 
grace efcape this ſicknes, he preſently d, 
that ſuch ſpeeches were diſguſttull co him. | 

He hada Crucifix at his beds feete, onwhich 
he continually fixed his eyes, and by the orgdine- 
rie feeling of our Sauiours doulours, wherof be 
was defirons to be partaker (as we haue noted 
before) he gaue free paſſage vntoteares, notable 
to houldthem any longer, by reaſon of the ten» 
dernesof his loue: and give Crofle which 
he hadin his band, be fent many groancs, 
{hut his eyes,and adored Godin has foule, whom 
this figure did repreſent vago him, mn. * 
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he knew tharlaJuation & all glorie that he could 
hope for, hadtheirſpringe & their begining. His 
diſeale was vioieut,and his ftrength declining by 
lirleand kicle, made men to knowe, that the end 

of his pilgrimage was at hand, | 
Thenight betore his death, a good Religious 
man,who had a great care to lerue him, Pa, not 
ro forlake him, {eeing him very quiet in ſpirit, 
and of a cheertull countenance,as though he had 
felt no kinde of griefe , asked him, it nowy he 
would tpeake nothing, drawing lo nete to his 
end, tor the contort ot his bretheren,, ot whom 
he had fo'great care during mis life? He made vn» 
ro him this anfwere , of an afteQion fullof hu- 
milictie, and a greac aba{ing of him lelte. Alas, 
miſerable {inner that I am , what edification 
can I'giue, and what good thinge can the bre» 
theren hope for of me, who am the greateſt ſin+ 
ner in the world ? And prelently 1oyning his 
handes, andlitting vp his eyes and hart to God, 
he added this verſicle ot ihe prophet Dauid. Pas- 
per ſum evo, & wm laboribus 4 wuuentute' mea . I 
am poore, and haue lived in labours from my 

youth. 

The day being come wherin ke was to rendar 
vp his ſoule ro God, he would liks a true Chris 
{tian watriar, and ſingularly of the company of $, 
Francis , arine himlelte with compleate armour 
for this excountet . The moſt hojie Sacrament 
was brought vnto him, andpreſently after, Ex- 
creame Vation was miniſtred co him, andallthe 
* TE bre 
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bretheren being aſſembled, could not poſſibly re- 
traine to weepe , not only forthe loſſe of to holy 
andſo zealous a man of their Religion, bur ieeing 
the effefts of his profound hurnilitie,accuting him 
ſelfe before them all as an vngrateful man, ſaying, 
that he had nener giuen them good example,and 
demaunded pardon of them, with fuch contrr- 
tion as cannot be conceiued nor exprefled, 

A licle while afcer he had receiued the Sacra» 
ments, and ginen thankes vnto God toro great 
a benefir, he asked them ſaying . Is not this the 
6ay of the Preſentation of our B.Lady? And when 
it w2$rould him that it was, he began to cry gut 
(ich a loud voice , O yizgin Which : and preſently 
flopt , hniſking the reſt with inward wordes 
full of afteftion, which is more proper and 
more common to holie men, then the vocalland 
exterior 

One of the fathers who ſpake ro him concer=- 
ning [ptrituall matters, as they are accuſtomedto 
doe in fuch cates, demanded of him, if he werenot 
content and glad in his foule,that he was lo nere 


10 his deliverance our of the milerie of this life, 8 


nov ready to arriue 1n heauen, there to Jiue eter- 
nally,nota dying lite as this which weleade,buta 
quickning lite, tull of glorie and felicitie , where 
he ſhould lee their Seraphicall Father S. Francis, 
and the foule of the B, Father Angell, where he 
ſhould conuerle with them,and finge with them 
toreuex,caricles of praiſes vnto God,beholding no 
morein aglaſle, & thorough the ſhadow of taith 
only, but 
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but face to face inan Angelical maner?He an{ wes 
red only this; That 3s it Wheron I noW> doe meditath, 
He was asked likewile, if he would not yetcons 
tes ag 1c, lecing there 1s no man lo iult, who 
doth aot often fall, To which he revlyed with 
the wordes of the Apoltle: I am guilie to wy ſelſg 
of nothing, but yet in this I am not tuſtified . By his 
{hort an{iwershe made tt appeare, that he hd his 
ipicit well o-cupied,wwhertore he was lett awhile 
v.tto himle!te, 11 his meditation, having his eyes 
alwayes bchoutding and faltned vpon the holy 
Crucihx, which was (tanding ar his beds feere, 
About halje an houre atcer, he defired rhemto 
call for iather Gargien; for (quoch by it 15 no 
gimme. This good Father fick of a violent fteuer, 
telc inwaraly the greater priefe, that he could not 
aliſt this blzfled Father ar his deparcure, then he 
did by the extremitic of his Cileale . For beſides 
that they were both of the lame contrie, and bad 
bornz one to tie othera vety particular and fete 
eat affeRtion, trom thettime thatth*y firlt metin 
Flauders, hauing torlaken their parents and frien- 


des, and had boca ot them the fame defighe, and' 


2c the lame time had both raken rhe habir rogs» 
ther, and receives great conlolation by their mu» 
tuall conuertation ; notwithltandiag , hearing 
that he. dehred to lee, him, he went from lus 
chamber, nor wichour nuch paine being very 
lick, and they entertayned one the other, tn lpi- 
ticuall and good dilcourles , The violence of Fa- 
ther Gardiens feuer would nocſuffer him ro ftay 

any 
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+ | awwylonyger, fo that he was forced to retyre him 
felfe, andrto take his laſt farwell of him , with his 
benedition , which he gaue him nor without 
many teares, 


b His Gardien being gone , he turned him ſelfe 
« | towards the Religious who were preient, and be- 
$f ſought them to pray fervently for him 3 For be- 
$ F hould (laith he) and preſently ſtopt Þ And as one 
* | of che Fathers was about to lay , that they were 
| | not worthy ro pray tor him , but tharthey were 
| 


in good hove that he would pray for thzm.. Ah, 
laid he , recite ſome prayers to the honor of the 
B, virgin and of S, Michael, for as much as there 
i510 [piric fo firong, but that it may faint, This 
made them conieQure that he ſaw ſomthing, and 
that the diaell, who during his lite, could not in« 
ueigle him, did now attempr for to wound him. 
\ heriore, ſome of the Religious praying , and 
| oe of them reading, he had not readadolen li- 
nes, but the bleſſed Father ſaid, Ir ſuficerb: which 
made them preſently beleeue thar the rentation 
was palt, andthe enimie vanquiſhed ; For pre- 
lently he lay very quiet, and ſeemed to be as pro= 
toundlye occupied in contemplation , as it he 
13d bene in one of his extaſhes, which he had 
inhis beſt ſtrength . O how ought the wicked 
ro teare death, when tuch virtuous men are per 
lecuted in ſuch maner!would ro God they would 
refle(t ſeriouſly hereon , once at the leaſt in all 
their liues, 
The time drawing onthat he was to depart, he 
rwraced 
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turned-his eyes ape cnc thar did aſſt him 


and asked them what ifwasa clock? Andit bein 

anlwered him, that it yas hue a clock, thentail 
he, lay no moreto me nov, but Ieſus Maria, noW 
pray ee all for me, W holocuer had ſeeneat that 
time the poore Capugiis (but rich 1n heauenly 
graces)on their kneegtheir armes ſpread in forme 
ot 2, Croſle, rheir eyck ifred vp to heauen, was 
teriNg theircheckes with teares, now redoubling 
the teruour ot their prayers , and prouokmg the 
Quires of Angells, and all the the B. Sitntes, to 
come and receiue this bleſſed loule , hz would 


doutlefly hauve laid ; thatone momen. 11 the dee | 


ſert ofreligion, bringeth more true contentment 
to a loule , then an hungred yeares inthe faire 


open heldes of this miletable world, and to ee * 


fo many deuout loules to pray tor a holy (ule, 
who whillt rhe Prieſt did pronounce without in- 
tertuprion, thole holy and lacred names of Teſw 
and Mari, augmenting:the tire of his claiue, and 
not able to luppres it any longer , brake out into 
thelc wordes with (tr: ange Violence, O wonders 
tull, o incompecheniible abifle of the loue of 
God ! 
This ſaid, inſtantly his [piric tayled him all at 
once, and lifting vp hiseyes to heauen, he entered 
as it were into araiiiſhment, whaerc his ſoule hn- 
ding cruecontentmeat, & the centre of her ſweet 
relt, Geparted to tweetly, that heleemedratherts 


lecperhen ro dye; and lo it wasa {wceet flezpe : 


of peacenthg vition of hus Godia ſleepe of glare 
al 
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ad fruition of his Creator : yea ſuch a ſleepe 
ie was, that cuerie Catholique Chriſtian may 
deſire and lay , that which Balaam conſtrained 
by the ſpirit of God, fald , Moriatur anime mee, 
morre owftorum. Let my foule dye , the death of 
the jalt . $0 be Its 


The end of the life of the Reverend Father 
Bennet of Canfield, an Englishman 
and 4 Capucine 
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how bee With an other by b1s meanes being conuer- 
ted, were reconciled to the Churche, Pay. 44+ 
_ Chap.10. Hol bes fiudiad controuerfies,and ha- 
ning aſnigned « greate parte of his meanies to bis kinſ- 
men, hee paii beyond the ſea, aud of the morrues Which 
. induced buy to enter mio Religion, pay. 4.9. 
Chap. 11. Of &« certaine ſpirunall rauishment 
herein it as renealed to him, What be should doe: 
and of the total obligation of all theſe things, pag. 57, 


hk Chap. 12. HoW heeentered mro - pee 

i expoſition of the foreſa:d viſion, pag. 5 

o Chap. 1. 4 briefe reper t:0n of eb "Revefaud prin- 
£ipall points by Ivey of Trankrsgiung, Page 63. 

Chap. 14. OJ bis BEG(768 beſore hee became 4 
CApucin, P49. 71, 


| Chap, i5, HoW bee OE the habit of 4 Capusiy: 
| of is Nonce 5h.p and his admirable actions during 
that tyme. pag.76, 
Chap. 6. Of bis extraordinarie fashion of life 
ow his prefeſsten, pag. 35. 
Chap, '7. Ofhis learnims & ho bee vſedit P93» 
Chap.,18. Of h4s going 1110 Fholand, G What bap- 
pered to bi n dung three yeares tat hee Was in pri- 
ſon, PALs 100, 
"Chap.19, Of bis rer4-rne ro rleFrance, pay. 115, 
'Chap. 0, O} his Virtiies.Þ 'U. 119, 
Chap. 21 of Pis extaſirs art rapts, and of the gra- 
ces Thich herecercd in them, pas. y-22s « 
Chap, 22, Of bis laſt ſicknes and his death, p.136. 


F IN L 3. 
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minus lacobus Pollet, Door in Theologia, & 
in Academia Duacena librorum cenſor, die 21, 
OQobris 1622, 
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Ye NARRATION OF THE 


CONVERSION AND CONVER-» 
SATION OF F. ARCHANGEL, BORNE 
as of a noble family in Scotland, of the order of 
S. Francis, of thole who are called Cappu- 
cins; and of the Ladie Margarete- Gordoit 


his mother. 
\ y nefle and mercie.of God,the words 
of our Redeemer ro be fulhlledy 
wherein he forerelleth,that the Church was to 
be gathered our of all nations and places ; And 
- (faith he) they ſhall come fromthe eaſt and well | 
4 + trom the North and South; and ſhall fitdowne® + - | 
in the kingdome of Godz{oe that this may/Srulp— 
be called rhe kingdome of Gad, like @ het” 
l ; Into.the ſea. and gathering'of all fore. of -hſhes; 
' And eertainly we rcade both in ancient. and mes. - ,* 
| derne biitogies;thar many baue beene called iran .- 
ealt & w:% tothe kin>dome of God, iſ yglagks 
backe vpon all the diuers ages ofihe w om 
. the cime of our bleſled Sawours incacnarion euen > 
| Aaa 


E doe daily fee not wihour great 
wondzrment, by the great good- 


þ 


p- 

co this preſent age wherein we nowe live. How 
manie may we number heretofore & euen nowe 
from the South? Bur ſome may iultly call in 
queſtion whether there can anie good come from 
the North whereas its written. Ab Aquilone pan- 
detur omne malum . All euill shall proceede trom 
the North, Burt the inhnite goodneſle of God 
hath notexcluded the people of the North from 
the benefit of his holie vocation, but hath vouch- 
lafed ro call them ro his heauenlie kingdome, 
He hath cauſed his grace to ſuperabound where 
finne before did abound, that the promiics of 
God might be tulblled, 1» ey ſeede (Chriſt) sball 
all nations be bleſſed : Their ſound went forth in- 
ro all the earth. 1 Was found of thoſe Who ſought 
me not, aud I openly appeared to theſe Who did not 
arke after me . Soe that by this meanes no na- 
tion can pretend this excule , No man bath hyred 
ye. [tis no part of my meaning to runne through 
all nations and regions of the North,norto T 
ſerve out of theire Annals who, what men of 
tie, and how mamie in number haue beene 
called ro this fealte of rhe mariage of the lambe,l 
will nowe only infilt in the kingdome of Scot- 
land and briefely fect downe the vocation of God 
inourcimes, and in this laſt houre of the world, 
tor asmuch as it concerneth ſome ſingular per- 
ſons 4 which thing hath occaſioned this my 
Trearile, 

Tees OF y 

Me vi; {id 44i4 4B OS 


\ 


WF. A "k 


” 
*. . 
, ” 
| 
Mb . of "y 
- # 


GS A AT. 


; 3 
F. Archangels countrie, and bis mothers kimared. 
THE I. CHAPTER. 


He kingdomeof Scotland, ancient and well 

knowne, hath brought forth ſome notable 
perſons both men and women tor pietie and ho+ 
linefle of life, deſcended of blood royall, who in 
diuers ages kaue come thence by Gods prout- 
dence into the prouinces of Belgium , and 2s 18 
euident by rrae itories, by voluacarie pilgrimage 
haueentred into thoſe parts, that they might im« 
bne rhe people with good mannersand holeſome 
inſtruRions, and bring them to the lighrof faith 
from the darkeneſſe of infidelitie , or might re+ 
duce them declining by litle and licle from the 
light, having once ſhined vpon them, to behold 
the amiable beames thereof againe, and confirms 
them-in the happieenioying of rhis benefit, And 
albeir rhis light {eeme to be withdrawen from 
the kingdome of Scotland, being infeted with 
diuers- herefies by the (eueririe of Gods juſtice, 
yet is itnor foe wholy raken from them , but 
that it often breaketh out through the thicke 


. clouds of errours, and fendeth torth beames 


which cauſe a ſpirituall fruitfulneſle; ſothathers 
and there manie good graines. of wheare grows 
vp among much cockle, and make a litle harueſR 
not to be negleed. For as much, asir is lefle in 
guantirie, ir 18: More precious in vertue mo” 
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litie, But if the reſt of the graine by reaſon of the 
ehncke growth of tares, ſeemeth to be ſomwhar, 
or for the molt part choaked as that it cannor 
growe vpp , we knowe that our moſt pracious 
God liueth , able to raile of ſtones children of 
Abraham, who will cauſe at a htr ſeaſon, the ſeed 
of faith which ſeemeth there to be as it were 
dead, to ſprout forth and to be plentitully mule 
tiplied . 
Herern I will not heape vp manie examples, I 
w2ll only recite, one or two fitting this purpoſe, 
How choice and good a graine was the moſt 
vertuous queene Marie of Scotland , mother of 
James the (ixt , the moſt potent king of greate 
Britannicz How truiafull a graine was ſhe euen 
ro death, by whole example manie being prouo=- 
ked, and among others fome moſt noble perſons 
neare vnio her inthe ſame royall ſtemme, I meane 
thetwo brethremnamed Gordons, who at ſeuc- 
rall rimes yeelded yp their hues ro deach for the 
gloriz of God, And that noble perlonnage and 
verie reverend Father, James Gordon Huntley 
vakle of F, Archangel, a true and ele Prieſt of 
God , verie lately decealed after much milerie 
which he endured in Scotland for the contola» 
gion of the faichfull, retuted peremprorilye the 
Marquilhip, delcending to him by the death of 
his clder brethren, though offered ro him by the 
Itique ſtate-ſmen, chooſing rather to bean ab- 
za in the houſe of God, and inthe moſt holie 
Sogictie of Ieſus mn which he liued and ads ang 
SP - 
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vnder the yoake of obedience to paſſe a long and 
voluntarie martyrdome in baniſhment, then ro 
haue that contentment and eſtate of remporall 
greateneſle and felicitie. 

O happie ſtocke, out of which ſo manie no- 
ble branches of ſanQite have ſprung! among 
which this F. Archangel & his mother, thefiſter 
of ſo noble brethren, are not in thelaſt ranke, For 
why ſhould the filter nor be parraker of the holy 
Jottfallen co her brechrev? Was not that diuine 
fauour alſodone to her, that ſhe might ſuffer alſo 
ſomewhat for Chriſt, ro tke open viewe of rhe 
world? In the continuation of this dilcourte-yon 
{ball ſee, a verrue and power of God eminent] 
(bewing ic {elfe in this frail and weake ſexe, af- 
ter you haue beheld the birth and (tock of her 
ſonne, Iohn Forbele, predeſtinated from eterni. 
tie to be the ſeruant of Gad , whole ſtorie we 
nowetreate of, and whole life we doe begin by 
Gods aſſiſtance to make knowne ; By occaſion 
whereof, ye ſhall ſee manie calualries of the 
ſonne and mother,and what ſhe luflgredavith her 
{ſonne, and he with his mother. 
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F. Archangels flocke by the Fathers fide . His father 
infete4With berefie. His [athers hate towards bis 
mother for ber fauh: and bis putting of ber aWay 
jor that cauſe . The vnfortunate manaves of per- 
ſous of d:uerſe religions. 


THE II. CHAP, 


Q He being the ſiſter of the forenamed brethre, 
who died for the defence of the Cathohique 
faith, from her render age inwardly couering to 
be wedded to her heauenly (poule , was greatly 
inflamed with the loue of virginitie, and when 


' ſhe was mariageable, gGid earneſtly ſeeke ro con« 


lecrare her ſeife ro God in ſome religious order, 
if not in hcr owne countrie, at the leaſt inan other 
foraine countrie , Which defire when {he one 
day revealed ro her mother, ſhe received a blowe 
on the {ide of the cheeke, with an angrie repulle 
In this manner, I haue (laid her mother) but two 
daughters, it one chance to die andche other be- 
come a Nunne , What will become ofall myit- 
ſue ? whereas my ſonnes have voluntasilie loſt 
theirliues, So worldhings unagine their children 
loſt, who retire themtclues ro God in a retigious 
courte,Vpon this {he was filent,no:withltanding 
had not the + 10g and principall of her kinred pur 
111 greater letts and hinderatces , ſhe might hap- 
pily baue enioyed her holy defires; Bur by the 
2uthoritic and counlell of the great perſons, = 
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noble Damoilelle was maried ro the Count or 
Baron of Forbele , who was rich and mightie in 
polleſſions and domaines, though inferiour in 
nobilirie, In ſuch manner was S. Elizabeth the 
daughter of the king of Hungarie , wedded to 
the Landgraue of Turingia,though (he. defired to 
match her ſelfe only to the heauenly bridegrome. 
Margarite was mariedto Forbele forthe com- 
poſing of lome enmitics betweene the two fa- 
milies, After ſome fewe yeares, Forbele had by 
this molt noble marrone, beſides the c}deſt ſonne 
and ſome daughters,this lecond ſonne Iohn For- 
bele, who afterward changing his name, accor- 
ding ro the manner in his hit entrance into.the 
order of the Cappucins, was called Brother Ar- 
changell. I may crulie Ryle her moſt noble , be- 
caule ſhe is of che royall blood of the Stuarts, of 
whoſe nearer ancetours anobleperlo wel know- 

en inthac nation, maried the daughter of the kin 
of Scotland. Archangels Father was Jeſcende? 
from a noble familie of the Forbes in Scotland, 
verie rich in earthly lubſtance, but which is ro be 
lamented, vetie poore in ſoule, as beeing an, ob- 
ſtinate heretique, His mother from her 1nfancie 
was alwaies a Cacholique ,. by name Margarere 
Gordon, the daughrterot the Marquis of Hunt» 
ley, who after the taking of rhe king of Scotland, 
gouerned the kingdom as a Prince nextin bloud, 
and as a good Catholique, faithfully aſſiſted the 
Queene then regent beeing left a widowe, who 
atterward was aglorious martyr. While he lived 
Aaa4 the 
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the kingdome conrinned in the Catholiqure faith, 
bur as foone as he was taken and beheaded 
rhrough the faQtion of the baſtard of the king, ir 
fell into herche, 

| Moreover the enmities which were appealed 
by the mariage, grue freſh apaine, eſpecialiie a- 
gainſt the mother of-F, Archangel. For ſome yea- 
res beeing nowepaſt,thatſhe had (vffered manie 
wrongs and indignicies of her hasband, princi- 
pally becaule {he was conſtant in her faith , {he 
was put away by him, and when he ſawe her in- 
uariable for her beleife, he rooke an other ot his 
owneleQ, not vnlike to himſelfe in manners, Ske 
being thus divorced, was driuvento feeke harbour 
among her kindred, lining verie fecretely . It was 
the more grieuous, becaule ar this rime ſhe bore 
1n her wombe this moſt worthy fruit an« deare 
infani; Tohn Forbele; 'Giue me leaue ro infilt'a 
while 17 recouting the miſeries which this noble 
dame Margarete bore, being great with this 
child, bothin her owneperton and his, the rather 
to encourage Catholiques in their miferies by 
this example: as allo to ſhewe them the vahap- 
pieluccelle of mariage, berweene thoſe who dit- 
fer inreligion. It was well laid of the Poet. $1: vis 
apte nabere, nube parti. If thou wilt marie wel, take 
an equal mate « W hich precept the Lacedemo- 
nians thought ht to keepe fo exatly,rhat Ply- 
tarch reporieth of Archidamus king of Lacede- 
monia, who becaule he tooke a wits of a {maller 
ſtarure then. himſelfe., he was deepoly fined. of 
"7 RR > + « them 
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them, who pretended this cauſe , that Archida-» 
mus by his vnequal match, would beget ro them 
not kings bur F3AF -j w hich is to tay contep» 
tible for rheirlitleneſlſe. How thenare they robe 
tined and puni{hed, who negleCing religion, and 
relpeRing only riches and nobihitie, doe march 
their lonnes and daughters with heretiques? 
W ho can be more vnequal,and more vnlike one 
to an other, thenthole who proteile a contraric 
religion? Howe then are thele mariages made by 
the parents as the authours and promotours ? 
It the wolte {hall communicate ar anie time 
with the lambe, ſothe {inner with the wit, Saint 
Paul faich; Bearenor ye the yaake! with infidets, 
For what participation hath wſtice with iniqui- 
tie?or what ſociene 1s there, berwezne lighr and 
darkeneſle, and what agreement with Child CC 
Behal, or what part hath the faithtull z with whe 
infdel., and what agreement hath che temple of 
God with the Idols? For you are the temple ot 
the liuing God, as God faith, I will dwell and 
walke inthem,and will be their God, and they 
{hall be my people . Bur if anic one ſhall violate 
the remple of God, God will deſtroy him. iult- 
lie ſaich the Scripture ; yee {ball not enter into 
them,neicher (hall they (meaning ſtrangers)enrex 
into yours, for they will certainely rurne away 
your hearrs to followe their Gods. 
Bur purthe cale there were no daunger which 
a conſtant minde ( though experience reach rhe 
comrarie } might not preuent, What peace, what 
| amircie 
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amitie can there be betweene perſons o mai 
oppokite? Befide what will become of their chi 
dren, the fruiQ of mariage ?. Are they not all 
daunger of beeing infefted with hereſie ? Yeay {| 
it not couenanted betwixc luch perlons, thar the 
ſonnes be brought vp in their fathers religion, & 
the daughters in their mothers? W hat more cruel 
and detelitable couenant then this, ro begert chil. 
dren to be burned in the eternall flames of hell? 
And what can be more impious, then that Pz 
rents ſhould haue (o licle regard, whar faith and 
religion their children ptotefle? 

Some Lukewarme Catholiques will anſvwere 
me; Yea but we will prouide that the children be 
brought vp Catholiquely. How dangerous is this 
aduenture? W hoknoweth whether of thele (hal 
preuaile molt wich their children?W ho can iudge 
whether carnall affeftion with the corrupt in+ , 
clination to ill, will not {way more then trueres- . 
tons to good?Belides, while one buildeth andan 
other deſtroyeth:, whar auaileth their labour 
while one prayeth, and an other curſech , when 
will God heare? This I thaught fit by the way 
ro touch, not that 1 reprooue anie yong- maiden 
of rranſgreſſion whois yncapable of guile in this , 


; manner, and yeeldetha {ample obedience ro het 


ns , bur chat Catholiques may vnderitand, 
_ tuſtly fuch mariages are forbidden , and 
howe vnhappie they are to their childre, who are 
innocently contracted by their parents meanes. 


The 
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The diverſe perſequutions and prattiſes, vſed againſt 
the mother of F, Archangel, 


THE II. CHAP. 


% 


Er vsſce how exceſſive the rage and furie of 

this inkumane husband was rowards his 
wite, who tranſported with deadly hate towards 
her, inuenred diuers moleſtations and pradtites, 
which when they tooke no eftet, he atrempred 
ro make his wife away treacherouſly,neither did 
his bill of diuorce ſufficiently latisfie his anger 
kindled againſt her, which he ſent her by reaton 
of the difference of religion, but he thought on a 
farre more cruelt manner of revenge. Once as (be 
poore matron was going toviſit ſome of herkin= 
dred, hauing ſome mn her companie who did at- 
trend her in the high way , her husband having 
notice of ir, came with lome horſemen, and vio- 


\ lently affailing her, cookefrom her all manner of 


furniture which the carried, and lefr her only one 
mantle ro couer her ſhoulders: which he did to 
the end, thar by ſuch vexarton, he might remoue 
her from her conſtancie in the profeſſion of her 
faith, Aﬀrer this — bis griefe and trouble 
of minde to ſome of his triends, he by.their ad- 
uiſe atremptedto make het away by poilon, 

- The day was determined , on which he Ma. 
king all faire outward {hewes and pretence of ro» 
conciliation, giueth order to entertaine his _ 

wu 
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with a great banquet, euen in that caitle wherghy 
he cauſed her to be kept, bearing in her wemks 
quicke at that time this Sonne Iohn Forbele, in. 
rending thereby to dilpatch both together . But 
God who had preordained otherwite of this child 
and the mother, defeated this wicked purpoſe, 
who moued lodainely one of the confederates\h 
this deſigne, to goabout midnight to the caſtle, 
and to gett vp to the windowe of this poore pri 
ſoner, who diſcoucred all this mitchieuous prac- 
tilsenrended to herthe day following. Where 
vpon fearing vehemently her owne and her chil- 
des deſtrution , ſhe aduiſed with chis Faithfull 
meſſenger, what ſhe was to doein this caſe, 

The next morning, atthe dawning of the day, 
ſhe obtained leave of the keeper of the caſtle, 
that for ſolacing her ſelfe , ſhe might goe to a 
caſtle of one of her kipdred , which was but two 
leagues from that place . The keeper graunted it 
eaſily, becauſe he i by proofe of her in that 
" kind,ihat ſhe had faithfully returned, after that 
"x wv with almall retinewe)ſbe had taken a 

itle recreation by ſo [mall a journey. But when 
ſhe revealed the cauſe of her comming to her 
kinſman,ſhe remained vnder his garde for atime, 
juſtly refuſingto returne with her keeper, and {6 
diſappointed her husband of his wicked pur- 
ſe. Andthereby he grieuouſlie offended with 
bis wiues kindred, gaue them occaſion to ſeeke 
revenge on him, either by violent and open 
aeaues or by lecxet, had nottheir medling ny 
In- 


| 
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hindred by the kings commandement and Care- 
" full prouiſion, 


Nee attempts 10 take aWay the life of this matron, 
and neWeplotts to deprive ber of ber honour: 
and likeWiſe the tentation of the denil, 


THE IV, CHAP. 


Ould a manthinke, thar after all thele plotts 
ſoedefeated,the malice of her husband ſhould 
be ſo reſtleſte, as ro goe forward in his milchie« 
| uous intention? Certainly although by falle dil- 
fimulation he ſeemed to haue depoled che former 
obitinate rancour of minde, yet the blind and im- 
temperate luſt rowards his trumpet, who could 
not endure a mare, pricketh him forward toleeke 
newe wayes, howe he may ctie& his old wicked 
deleigne. His feruants likewile did watch thou to 
depriue the aMied matrone of her life, As ſhe 
| Was once walking on the top of a mountaine for 
her recreations fake, her huaband vnderſtanding 
of it, came in hot furie on a [uddaine vpon her 
becing mounted on horſe backe, and thought ve- 
nily to caſt her inco a river , which was at the 
| foote of the hil, hoping perchance( as it is proba+ 
ble) that vpon a rumour [pred, that ſhe was fallen 
into the river, {he might be thought to be the 
authour of her owne death, But while ſhe began 
to fall, calling vpon God and the Bleſled V 
the mother of God , {be was prelerued Fe 


. 
,»# 
cume, 
k - 
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14 The life of the Renerend Father 
rime, In the mcane while this treacherous pay 
{on departed with ſhame and confulion. a) 
An other time having fuborned a noble perſon 
of his bloud, who ſhould fallcly accule her, that 
ſhe had conceiued by keeping companie with an 
adulterer, he caſly beleeued that by this acculs 
tion he ſhould obtaine leaue of the Miniſter 


his harlotin iteed ofa wife, and that hereb 
might haue a plauſible reaſon, to make the cbni 
mon fort of people beleeue, that he was inno- 
cenr, But when they failed in proofe, theſe vn- 
zult indges found out an other pretext of per-« 
mitting him to marie aſecond wife, while his firſt 
was liuing . For they decreed that the husband 
might lawtully take an other wife, becaule the 
firlt was ſtiffe in- her religion, which they called 
Popiſh. Ane this they determined might be done 
publiquely & folemnely,lecing thatthe firſt was 
to bereputed dead before Godin her toule, and 
moſt worthy of all ſhame and ignominie, 
Amidlt all chele troubles and periequurions, 
the vertue and conitancie of this noble dame was 
to eminent , thar her verie enemies had her 1n 
admiration , in to much thatmanie noble men, 


(though the golpel be direQly contrarie)to "P | 
e 


though infeted with herefie, didſceke to marrie + 


her, who thought that the mariage was lawfu!l 
in-regard of the divorce which her husband had 
made, andthe wrongs which ſhe had ſuſtained, 
But (he by the grace ot chaſtitie which God had 
giuen her, and nar forgerting| het troth plighted 

in 


gt 
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In wed-locke, could neuer be perſuaded to com- 
mit ſo ſhamefull ana , as to foile her Chriſtian- 
uritie, or the honour of a Catholique woman, 
herfore ſhe chole rather like a mourningturcle 
doue, to leade a ſolitarie lite, then liuing in all 
worldly pleaſure, to be reputed falſe to her hus- 
band, to diſhonour her children, and to leaue an 
intamy vpon her moſt deare infant Iohn Forbele, 
with whom ſhe was great at thattime, 

Thus ſhe couragiouſly ouercameal the aſſaulrs 
of thole who cealed not to ſolicite and impor= 
tune her tothele euill courles , Neither did ſhe 
beare all chis for a ſmal time, but very long and 
patientlie , which happily God in his prout 
dence ordained for an example to her children, 

therrue Catholiques of that countrie , Sweere 
leſu hovwy manie waies doeſt thou exercile in at« 
fictions, thoſe ſoules whom thou haſt cholen for 
thine, that in ſome thing they may be made con« 
formeto thy moſt bitter and holy paſſion! 


I vw TX cnc; 23... 


The Father of Archangel taketh bim from bis mother 
80 be brought vp im hereſie: but the mother 
giveth not ouer ber care of her ſonne. 


THE V. CHAP, 
Frer this noble matron had paſſed hertre- 
uaile of childbirth , in bringing in tothe 
world thisher.deare infant lohn.Forbele, ſhe en- 
tredinto news travaile and paine + in bringing i 


16 The life of the Reuttend Father 
him vp with all care and diligence , and giuj 
him mitke ot her owne breaſts, with which he 
drewe and luckr the good and {weete nature of 
his mother. She was not ignorant, that it did nat 
licic auaile for the infuhon of pietie into render 
age,with whatnurles milke children ate nouiil- 
he: and therefore {he thought itno paine to nows 
13h hum ot her owne milke, whom {be had nay» 
ri{hed of hzr owne bowels. WV herein manie 
noble woeinen are to he blame, who refule to 
vadergoe the trauaile oft nouriſhing their owne 
babes, Hence it cometh to paſlie, that commits 
tiag them to othernurtes,they drinke in allo cats 
rupt and peruerle manners, with the milke they 
fucke troin them . As ſoone as the father heard 
that his lavwftull wite had bore him his fonne, he 
| beganvpon due con(1deration to thinke feriouſly + 
of has lawfull {ucceflour of his hereditarie do- 
maines, if peraduenture his eldelt ſonne ſhould 
dic, or {hould vpon diſlike (as by the euenrirleite . 
ir fel] ouralicle ater) fly from him. W heretore 
he thought ic belt by way of proviſion for thele 
future 10 conuenzences, that as toone as his child 
was w2ancd, be {bould either by torce, or by 
iomeſligh:;,be caken tro his mother, and brought 
| Vp with lum.. He oftcen communicated this his 
purpoſe co certaine freinds, who counlailed him 
6 the timelie and ſpeedy execution of it , which 
he did pretently afcer the weaning of the child, 
which was no {mall afliQtion to the mother, te 


ſpeher child brought vp Lam my - 4 


| 
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ARCHANGELL SCOTCHMAN 1JF 
defires.In this caſe {he ceafea not to pray for him 
dayly. Thrice happie child, who began beeing 
but a tender infant ro ſuffer for iuttice , herein 
giving good occaſion of preſage, that he would 
by Gods holie prouidence be one daya true Ca 
tholique, 

So was he taken from his mothers breaſt,tobs 
nonriſhed among wolues and toxes; Before he 
was borne they would haue deprived him of in» 
toying the viſible light, & preſently they fought 
torake from him the inward light of his ſoule, 
pradtiſing the |traragemes of wicked Naaz, who 
ſaid he would enter into league with the Iirae- 
lices, vpon condition that he might purr our all 
theirrighe eyes. Bur necheir Gods hand, nor the 
mothers vigilancie was wantivg to this child, 
As he grewe in yeares and vie of realon, his good 
motherdealt with him by fecrete and faithfull 
meſſengers, perſuading him earneſily ro the Ca 
tholiquefajrh,& tro the declining from the poiſo4 
nouserrours ot Proteſtants z3at leaſt ſh2 endeuo- 
red to breed ſome impreſſions of doubring, leaſt 
otherwite he might beroo deepely lealoned wirk 
their wrong in{truions. O how muca dorh it 
concerne parents in thele vahappie tumes, where 
in hereciques live in common with Ca: hohques, 
to take great heede leait cheir children be cor- 
rupred by theis converlation | Their [peech (as 
the Apoltlz faith)cre-peth like a canker. Ir is-nor 
lufficient for parents co haue begocren children 
in fleſh, yf they negleQ co begerthem.in Chrilt. 
Bb b This 
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This belongech to Parents, InſtruQ thy ſonne, 
ſaith the wile man;and Ecclefiaſticus faith. If thou 
haſt children inſtruQtthem and bowe them from 
their childhood. For in that age their vnderſtan« 
ding is like to a white frame which is readie to 
[, receiue anie kind of hgure or image,or like vnto 
whice woll, which as yer hath not had anie die, 
or like a yong twig, which may be calily bowed 
| anie way, but what image, coulour, orplie they 
1 4 rake at firſt,thele are likely to continue, If there» 
I} fore they loue their fonnes, let them teach them 

| 


what betongeth to the [eruice of God,for he that 
hth pitie, teacheth & inſtruerh as a ſhepheard 
doth his flocke, For it 1s certaine,that cuen as the 
branches of trees cannot bing forth fruiQ,vnleſle 
the roote and truncke afford them virall ſappe:lo 
can not children bring forth fruicts of vertue,vn- , 
lefle their varenrs miniſter to them, the fruitfull 
{lappe of good education and dilcipline , which 
| they oughtto doenoleſle by goodexamples then 
| precepts . For all inferiours doe more obſerue 
| examples then words , and children doe eaſily 
| 


abſtaine from euill, if they fee a horrour and de- 
reſtation of it in their parents: whereas on the 
contrarie part , if they {ee their parents forbeare 
| not to doe it, the cuſtome of beholding , raketh 
| libertie of imitarion, as Valerius Maximus ſaith. 
Inthis kind of inſtruſtion,parents doe not on- 
lie benefitt their children , but themſelues allo 
mot of all in the ſight of God and men, Howe 
acceptable this is to God for their avwne yooes 
5 
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the Scripture teſtiheith, by that which fell out to 
Abraham. Can I hide (faith God) from Abraham 
what I will doe? for I knowe that he wil inſtru 
his children and his houſe after him, that they 
keepe the way of the Lord, and doe iudgement 
andiuſtice, and before men they receiue benefits 
For a wile ſonne is the glorie of his Father , and 
on the contrarie part, a tooliſhſonne, is the grief 
of his tather. Hence Eccleaſticus faith.Praife no 
man before death, becaule a man is knoywne in 
his children : and againe, Take no pleaſure 1n 
wickedchildren it chey be multiplied, neither be 
dclighredin them, if the teare of God be not 1n 
then: doenor truſt ro their lite, that is, truſt not 
although thou doolt fee them in good health 8c 
{trong, & doe not reſpect their labours by which 
they performe great and noble as , to procure 
you in your opinion a {uruiuing fonne & names 
For one fearing God, is becter then a thouſand 
impious perlons, andir 1s betterto die without 
childre, then to leaue wicked ones; For umpious 
children doe diſhonour their parents, &prouake 
Godswrarh. Therefore to prevent this euil in lea» 
ung a bad iſſue, ler parents reach them to feare 
God, euen trom their cracle z Let rhem-conhdec 
that if chey be careful, thar rhey may conuenietly 
vnderſtand matters of this world, and how they 
may be gracious in humane locietie, howe much 
more is ut neceſlarie to take care, that they may 
knowe their durie to God, and howe to pleale 
him. This was the p:incipall care of this pious 
Bbb ; matron 
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matron,in the bringing vp of her children, 


The mother is carefull of the g00d of her eldy 
Jonne, the brother of Archangell. He gocth 
into the LiWve-countries , becometh a C aÞ- 
pucine, and endeth his life proufly in the or. 
der jbe fore 4he coming of his brother, | 


THE VI. CHAP. 


5 the mother was carefull of her yonger 
fonne, ſo was ſhe as careful} forthe ſerling 
and ſtrengthning of herelder lorme,according to 
his age,in the true faith, VV hereas he was much 
grieued with the wrong and diſhonour done to 
his mother, he went boldly to his tather, and figs 
nihed that he was minded to trauayle into foraine 
countries, and a$ occahion ſhould be offered , to 
beare armes in lome honourable leruice, His fas 
ther knowing his auerſion from him ſelfe , and 
Routnelſe in detending his mothers cauſe(wheras 
the filters held with thefather) gaue way tothe 
motion, and lett him goe, He arrived happily in 
the lowe countrtes, and offering his leruice to 
the moſt warlike Prince of Parme, was well er- 
tertatned of him,and lo had for ſome tame aper- 


hon paid him from the Catholique king, and his 
table m the companie of other noble gentlemen, 
who belongedto the Prince. In a ſhort rime at- 
er, forlaking this Courle of mulicarie life, andaba- 

| doning 
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doning his countrie, his domaines and lands due 
to him by inheritance, by the [weete inward mo- 
tionof the holie ghoſt, he entred unto the order 
of the Friars Cappucins, which order that noble 
Prince of Parma (much deuoted to the bleſſed & 
Seraphicall Father S. Francis) brought into thole 
crountries,atter he had proſperouſly reſtored Ant- 
werpe, and molt happily recoueredirt by a noble 
{tratageme of warre , And hauing obtained the 
Popes Bull tor confirmation of it, he planted the 
in their hiſt ſeateat Antwerpe. Shortly afcerdied 
the brother of Archangell , hauing lived bur a 
ſhort rimein the forelaid order : who leaving a 
weete odour of good commendation behind 
him, for his abſtinence and {ingular feruour in 
prayer , went to take poſleſſion of a greater in- 
heritance in heauen, then that which he had left 
on earth for Chriſts ſake. He ended his life in the 
Quire at the time of the Complie,hauing palt the 
day in the common exerciles of the brethren, & 
accuſtomed labours, fo that from the Qiire of 
religious perſons finging plalmes he went ro the 
Quire ot Angels, to be 1oyned 1n conlort with 
thole yong minltcell Maydens, that is of holie 
and of bleited toules. 

WW ho then is therethat marketh, how manie 
men die vnhappilie, ſome in bla!ſpheming, tome in 
lurfeting, lomein combaring, ſome in comirting 
whoredame and adulterie, yea lomerimesin the 
horrible aQs of theſe finnes , and conſidering 
the death of this holie brother ( if it be to be 
Bbb yz called 
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called adeath) after ſo manie pennances , afrer ſy Þ 
o_ and deuout prayers and meditations, aftex 

o much faſting and aMiQion of bodie, which 
death befell him while he was lauding and prais 
fing God, would nor earneſtly wiſh,and wiſhing 
ſend forth a tweetefigh ſaying. Who Will grant to 
31e,ther I may die the death of the iuft, and that my 
end may be like theirs? His name in religion wa 
Archangel, which his yonger brotherallo rooke, 
Who will call in doubt whether his. ſoule was 
not moſt acceptable ro God? for me I doubt not 
of it. And inteſtimonie of ir, at the time of his 
gdeath,there appeared to acertaine deuore perſon, 
2 moſt bright and cleare light , which ſhined 
aboue the Quire.But we doe not fo much i1;faſtin 
thele and the like fignes, but in the infallible teſti- 
monie of his vertuous and religions life, and his 
deuout lerviceof God, who rewarded his ſhort 
trauaile with etexnall happineſſe. 


The denotion of the mot noble Duke of Parma 
Alexanatr Farneſio , towards this 
ordey of $. Francis. 


THE VII, CHAP. 


Hereas by occaſion of treating of the eldez 
brother, rhere was {peach offered concerning 
the Duke of Parma, | thought it meere toſpeake 
briefly couching his ſingular denotion , _ 
rag 
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the Seraphicall order, for which we maypiouſly 
belecue,that God rewarded him for his good wil 
and deuour affeion , which is as acceptable ro 
him, as the worke ir ſelte,when ir cannot bepur 
in execution. For it 1s well knowne, that this 
Duke after greate victories which he had gotten 
of his enemies, after manie labours and trauailes 
{ultainedfor the delijueric of the lowe countries, 
did earneſtly couert lome quiet repoſe and reſt of 
minde,by which he might not without the foile 
of the greateſt enemies of eternall bliſle, diſpoſe 
his ſoule ro God for a happie pallage, 

To the cfieting whereof hedeterminedyyith 
himielte,inciced che rather by the exaple of this 
noble Scociſh man,:the brother of our Tohn For- 
bele,to enter into thatreligion which he had firlt 
brought into that countrie. And he had entred 
withour doubt, it he had not beene hindred by 
the right reuerend Father by name, Monſieur Li- 
ucrnols, his moſt eloquent preacher, who was at- 
teiward Biſhop of $. Omers: who told him,that 
the publique good was to be preferred before 
the priuate, & that the commo wealth could nat 
want his preſence, in ſo vrgent neceſſitie of the 
French warrs ; Wherefore if he did otheryile, 
he ſhould pertuade bimſeltethat he ſhould offed 
God, W hereupon laith his Preacher , Sir, be of 
of pood courage, when the French warresbeen- 
ded, you {hall obtaine my leaue (but I knowe 
not whether the Catholique king will grantyou 
it) to performe your vowe . A litle after tho 
Bbb 4 Price 
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Prince goingtowards Franc2,tell grieuouſly ſicks 
and died at Arras. | 

Two hovres before his death, he would 
needs be cloathed in a Capprcins habit , ro r& 
fiibe his devotion towards this holie order of 
Saint Frauncis , Therefore two of the ancient 
brethren being called, brought che habit which 
he would put vpon his naked bodie, which by 
realon of his weakeneſle, was vene painefull 
to him, as his countenance and the contracts 
tion of his lips did evidently ſhewe . Bur the 
ſharpeneſle of the fleſh , is the ſweereneſle of 
the ſpirit and foule. God be merciful] to his 
foule and reward him, for all the good which 
he did, in| detence of his countrie and the Cas 
tholique faith , Ler his memoric be honou-, 
red and followed with benediftion and than- 

'kes-giuing more particularly among our re 
higious brethren, whome he allwiies in regard 
of his deuotion ro Saint Francis to reuerenced, 
that he attributed fo much to the R. Father 
Felix of Lapidon ( one of the principall reli- 

ous who came into this countie) that by his 
counſaile he did much good , would willingly 
heare his admonitions and reproofes , would 
kifle on his knees the rope wherewith he girt 
himſelte , Fea he| would fetr him in his chair 
as his moſt deare Father , while he was giuing 
him good and wholeſome initruttions, I hope 
the Reader will pardon this digreſſion, wher- 
1n1 was willing by occaſion of mention _—_ 

P 0 


ARCHANGEL, SCOTCHMAN. 295 
of this noble Prince, to thewe a gratefull me- 
moris of his bountie towards vs; Neither is 
itro Tohn Forbele his pretudice,it this diſcourſe 
be a licle interrupred , whereas he had the 
ſame obligation as we, toto greats Patron and 
fauourer of our order, 


_ 


Archanecl is conuerted t0 the C atholigae 
faith. His father ſeeketh to atuert 
him from it 7 4 vife ,vho vas 
ay erctique, 


THE VIII, CHAPTER. 


O returne thither whente we made a di- 
greſſion , the brother of Iohn Forbelſe 

( who ended his lite in the poore Counent 
of Cappucms, newely planted in the lowe 
countries ) arriued there, where there was not 
any teare of {hipwracke, andin aſhort ſpace. of 
time, fullfilled the courſe of many yeares , be» 
caule his ſoule was pleaſing to God, He, 1 
ſay, both before and atcer his entrance into Ire- 
ligion, did often ſecretly exhort him by letrers, 
full of religious countaile , to the faith and loue 
of Chrilt, Truly herein a brother which is holpen 
of his brother , is as a ſtrong cutie 3 For howe 
could ſo ſyncere loue of brethren be idle and vn» 
fruitful? Howe ſhould not he procure his brother 
to 


- 26 THELIFE OF THE REVE: FATHER, 
to be partaker of that good, wherein he tookeh 
much ioye? In this he was not vnlike to S; At 
drewe the Apoſtle , who hauing faund out the 
molt innocent lambe of God which taketh a 
the linnes of the world, came preſently to hy 
brother Simon Peter, and laid ro him , Wee hay 
found out the Meſsias: and brought him to Teſar, 
Which allo Philip the Apoltle being called of F 
Chriſt, did to Nathanael, bringing himto leſus, 
The lame was i{poken inatype by foleph the P> 
eriarch,to his brethren, Bring your yongeſt bre- 
thren that you mey not dye. Such is the plentic 
andexcellencie ot {pirituall goods, that the more 
they be poſleſled by manic, the more cuerie one 
particularly doth poſſeſſe chem, andreioice more 
in the poſleſſion of them . W hereupon all men 
doe wiſh, others partakers with them of theſe 
goods , But ſuch is the bareneſſe of :zemporall 
o-— that all heaped mes are not {ufficient 

or one,Soe thatno ma delireth a pirtner herein, 
bur rather ſo refuleth it, that if he haue one,hept 
neth away with enuie, 

The brother of our Archangel, whom without 
donbt he had refuſed to admirt a partner in his 
temporall eſtate, he now laboureth to have him 
joyned with him in the heauenly mheritance. He 
gies himrto his vnkle the noble perſon James 
Gordon, a molt worthy Prieſt of the Societic of 
Jelus, who was then employed in Scotland for - 
to gaine loules, He exhorted him to follovye his 
good nficuRiony and ſtirred him vpp to it, as a 
marrec 
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matter of wonderfull importance, which is the 
ecernall ſaluation of his foule . He being thus 
moued, both by the aduite of his mother and his 
brother, and aſſiſted from aboue by'grace, which 
the reares and ſ1ghes of bothof them , did beg 
for him at the length , fearing more to offend 
God then his Father , he went to his vnkle, 
# whoſe preſence in thoſe parts was wincked at 
by realon of his noble birth, and the conniuen- 
cie of his owne kindred, which were the chiefe 
Princes, 

This noble and reuerend perſon,with infinite 
ioye embraced him , and ſaid . O happie child, 
what good - ſpirit doth moue thee to cometo a 
counſailour ſo contrary to thy fathers profeſſion 
and thine? I knowe nor, faidhe, vnleſſe the often 

oanes and mournings, both of my mother and 
Elder haue cauſed ir, and on the other f1de 
fathers bad life, which I haue found contrarie in 
verie deed andeffe&t, to that holy Scripture which 
we pretend by reading at the table after the man» 
ner of Proteſtants , and vſing ir often in our 
mouths, as a rule of our lives; To whom this 
pious Prieſt replied. O fonne (faith he) the holy 
Scripture doth dazel the eyes of your tather,and 
men of this newe profeſſion, as the funne doth 
dazel the eyes of owles , which are not capable 
of {uch light, becauſe they are borne in darkenes, 
So Proteftants being cottered with the rhicke 


4 


cloude of finnes, doe looke ypon'the Scriptures 
| witha moſtgdinune fight, and cannot behold che 
| 5 
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lght thereof, becayſe their inconſtancie of ming} 
darkeneth their vnaderitanding, T hereto:e who 
ſoeuer delireth to beholde this light, mult haſtey 
to rid himlelfe out ot the darkenetls of misbe@ x 
liefe. Th: yongman an{wered, Herein Iam ready 
to follow your counlell. 

The reuerend Prieſt leeing him well citpoſed, 
and kindled with the [parkles of the loue ot God, 
beganto feede him with the milke of the heauens 
Iy word, inſtcuted him in the Carcholique faith, 
and ſtrengrhned him therein: and in ſhort time, 
delivered him fromthe corruption of herefie, & 
finally by the benefit of abſolution, reconciled 
himrto his mother the holie church . Afterward 
he gaue bim litle deuout images, and an Agnug 
Det to weare about his necke, which holy amus 
lers his father eſpied one morning as he role be- 
times out of his bed, and was much troubled ins 
wardly chereat.But yerſuppreſſing his grief in (1- 
kg would not leeme ro cake notice of ir,not 
impartirto ane of his familie, | 

But for remedie of this, heentreth into conſt 
deration of marying him with a noble maide, very 
beautifull and gracefull for her ourward prelence, 
but inwardly toule in her foule , being tainted 
with herelie. He hoped that the yong ma, would 
þeſocntnared with the beautie ot rtas Damoilel- 
le,that he might eafily be diuerred from the Ca» 
tholique faith, & brought to caſt off thoſe deuout 
amulets which hewore,For as Ecclebafticus faith 
Awoman is the {nare of hunters, her heart is liks 
a nett 
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anett and her hands are bands, And the booke of 
wiſedomelaith. The bewitching of vanity, ob{cu- 
reth good things, and the inconftancie of concue 
pilcence , peruerteth che vnderſtanding that is 
without malice , But vnhappie wilinefle thou 
doeſt not preuatle, the nettis ct in vaine before 
the eyes of the winged onules, in vaine 4oeſt thow 
ſceke toluprite htm, v1 ho is bound with the band 
of charitie, which cannot be broken . The vertue 
of the Sacrament with which this yong toldiour 
is fortihed, is [tronger then rhy enchanrments.So 
farre will it be that thou ſhalt prevaile againſk 
him,thatgue the Damoilelle his [poule, God pie= 
uenring her with good in{prations, shall be con» 
uerted ro the Catholique faith by his ſweete 
perluaſfions, and F, Gorvons good inſtruftions, 
and {hall patiently endure the yy ot the maxr- 
riage, and the ablence of her Ceare ſpouſe, 


Archangel behancth himſclfe like a woer. He is 
inuited tothe Seraphical order by an vnu- 
ſual viſion, & taketh his leane of his ſpouſe, 
vom he pt rſuaded to become a C athol:que* 


THE I%, CHAP. 


] N the meanetime, both father & ſonne diddif- 
lemble,each of che cocealing their maine pur* 
poſe. The father incited his ſonnets all delights 


and pompss of the world, conuenient tor yong 
no 


i 
: 
2 
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will my tecongdſonne alto bea Papilt? Therefore 
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noble W ooers, that by thele ſweete enticemeny 
he might ouerthrowe his conſtancie in his faith } 
The lonne, as though he were readie to follow' 
his fathers will, prerended though verie vnwib 
lingly, to be a great louer of this yong Dama 
leile, putt onigallant apparell, ſported himlelfein 
dauncing, hunting and ſuch yourhfull gameggy 
the end his Father might not haue the leaſt ſuſph 
cion of his purpoſe, and ſo might auoide his ib 
pleaſure. He knewe well enough for althis,whit 
his father had| {aid before rolome of his familiar 
friends, when|he firit elpied the Agnus Del about 
hirnecke, he brake forth into thele words, And 


It was neceſ[arie for himto vſe all good circum 
ſpeCtion and to take courage, Herein his witt fai- 
led him nor, neither was gods helpe wanting, 
On a cercaine day, as he was [porting himlelfe 
In hunting, being in companie with others of his 
wae yeares and qualitic, it happened as he was 
eparated tarre from his companions, and being 
wearie of following his game, and repoling him- 
{elfe by a hedge fide, there appeared to him a gredt 
number of religious men in a poore habit and yn- 
knowne ro him, going ina decent order ; whom 
he wondring ar,was ignorant of what order oy 
were, or what they ment : yet vnwardly he felt 
himſelfe much affeed tothem, and much moued 
to the wmitation of them. Confidering this mat- 


| Cate with bimle]te, and laying it vp verie 


hefell ro examine this viſion, and nor ableto 


Pearce 
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me Soearce into the meaning of it , prayed God that - 
She would reueale to him his holie will, which 
not with ſtanding he neuer perfeRtly knewe, till 
by Gods prouidence he came to Antuerpe:where 
when he mett with the Cappucins betore he was 
witting of anie ſuch companie, he preſently called 
wo minde his old viſton,and precewwed thar he was 
thereby called and inuited, to followe Chaltby 
yoluntaric pouertie and contempt ©! the world, 
ynder the rule of the. Serapiiicall Father S. Fray» 
cis, and fo he, found flames ot his defire daylie 

kindled in himtelf. 

lohn Forbeleatter he was protelied ſome yea- 
res,related this for a truth to ſome of the brethre, 
who were moſt inwardly acquainted with him. 
He therefore entertaining more and more hea- 
uenly thoughtes, being prevented by Gods holie 
| | inlpication, beganto thinke howe and in what 
| | mannerhe might eaſily {hunne the inares of he- 
retiques, which put himin greate dager while he 
lived among them in his owne countrie , where- 
as his father, his fiſter , his vniuſt ſtep mother, 
and hnally all with whom he was faine to cou- 
uerle, were tainted with herefie , he might live 
vertuouſly and deuoutly after the precepts of the 
Catholique taith. Hauing therefore receiued 
aduertilements from his mother, by way of cau= 
tion againſt theſe dangers , aud ſtrengrhned by 
'F his vokles jnſtrutions , he determined to vis 
dergoe a voluntarie exile aud baniſhment, and 
lei himſelf the laſk day;where in he would make 
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his laſt feaſt and iollitie with his ſpouſe. Whi 
rime being oxpired, when as both his father 
his brides parets, with greate concourle of nc 
perſons, cameto congratulate thoſe mariagy 
promiled and prepared ( Iknowe not after wha 
rires or manner of Proteſtants) he ſcing the hc 
of the nighr\cirewe on when all the gueſts would 
tetire themlelues, he cooke this virgin ( ſcarceh 
mariage-able tor her yeares ) a part, and afer hy 
wonted louing greetings andipeeches, feiching 
a deepeligh, he ipake vnto her in this manner, 
My beloued and deare virginall filter , you tee 
howe our parents doe fecke to ioyne vs 11 matths 
monie, being as yet both verie yong, what can 
become of this, but chat we ſhall be commuted 
to we knowe not what tutours and gardians, 
who will make their owne private probt by vs. 
The ſtate of mariage requireth more prudence 
and maturitie of 1dgment, then is incident to 
ourtender age, W nerefore I am carneſly to ens 
treat this fauour of you, with your good liking, 
that before we vncergoe this yoake, I may tra 
uaile a while into foraine countries; and we {hall 
hauerime to accompliſh that bulinelſe, which 
our vnripe age nowe doth not lo well compre 
hend. To this {he made a mildereplie , not {he- 
wing anie trouble of minde hereupon, Your pro- 
poliuzon ſaid {he is verie realonable , God ipeed 
you in your 10urney,, and-{cnd you a good re- 
tourne. And yt hapguly you ſhall change your 
minde and afteRion, 1 wiſh you better gg 
en 
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them you ſhould have had yt you had lived with 
me. God torbid,laith the yong man, that I ſhould 
entercaine  anie fuch thought. VV hat loeuer I 
haue ſaide, I haue ſpoken {yncerely and from my 
heart; yet there is an other ſecrete which I would 
impartto you, yt you will promile me by your 
noble and good dilpoſicion , roconceale it, She 
not yplike one of her lexe, defirous ro knowe 
what 1: was, laid piclently.I doe make you rhis 
promite, Then he begauchus, 
O my {weere heart, I doe much pittie thy 
tee caſe, who hauing other conten:ements of lite 
th. $ goett tollowe blind guides and conduRours, I 
a1'F hane beene hitherio with theein damnable dat- 
& F keneſle,& haue beene nulled by my kin[menand 
b, | friends, There is no, other faich, bur only the 
% | Romane Catholique faich which leadeth to fal- 
4 F uacion.l thanke God nowe by his holie inſpiras- - 
0 F tionand inftruction ot a good guide, I knows 
+ Þ' that Itpeake acruth, and 1 confeile my ſelf ro be 
» | aCatholique, and your ſouleis as deare to me 
” | as mineowne: therefore Irequelt you , that we 
| louing one an other, may haue the fame wall in 
| | louing God,and emoracing the true faith. W hen 
\ 'F ſhe heard thele [ſpeeches from him, {be was much 
aſtoniſhed, bur pretently recouering her felt a« 
gaine, ſhe replied, It amie other beſtds your lelfe 
{ſhould giue me this counlell, I ſhould efteeme ir 
tor idle and vaine; Burt I hauegreat confidence in 
you, that you would not in anie ſort delude me, 
ut thap you tender my good as hgarrily as your 
| Gee owng 
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owne. Yet thinke it meetetotake ſome'reſpirny 
*hinke ot this, being a matter of fo great impor 
rance, leaſtI|be reputed for raſh and inconfidse. 
rate, in forſaking the religton in which I haug 
beene brought vp hitherto. 

\W el, ſanth{he, leaſt you may haue occaſion to 
wauer,ifherein you thouldreſt on my indgemet, 
I will provide that you {hall have an inſtruRout 
for vertuous life and learning, beyond all EXCep« 
tion , I meane my vokle Gordon , who hath 
wrought my conuerſion , And I doubt not,but 
after confideration of his meeke connerfarion, & 
his euident proofes of the Catholique Roman, 
faith, you vill put great difference betyycene that 
which conliſted only in ſpeech,and that whichis 
eruly powerfull and effeftuall. For the kingdome 
of God is not in wordes, bur in |yertue and 
power:then {hal you diſcerne manifeſtly,wherhet 
that be true religio, which in povyer of theworde, 
miniſtrerh faith in faith verfue, & in vertue know 
ledge, & in knowledge abſtinece,& in abſtinence, 
patience, and in patience plette,and in ptetic loue 
of fraternitie, and inloueof fraternitie charirte, 
W hether that he Yikely ro be true, which only 
{peaketh good wordes , or that which doth that 
which ictaith. In the end ſhe was pleaſed with | 
his ditcourle ( fo ſweetely tempered with much 
afleQion) and folloyyed his connlell. And forthe 
molt part it falleth our, that {eRaries are axe 
looner by faite meanes and good yordes, then by 
rough dealing, 

Archan« 
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Archanze! taketh bis fliz ht , andexchanzine 
Fr p » 
bis cloaths Yith a poore shephcard , forſe- 
keth bis fathe Ys hou(e_ » 


THE X CHAP, | 


H Auing ended this dilcourle with this noblg 
' 4 Damoiſe!lz, and hauing well pertormed 
this worke of charicie rovwards her, he departed. 
She concealed this ſecrete committed to her, and 
ſzemed to be ipnorant of his ſuddaine departure, 
yer in her heatr ſhe laid vpp and conlidered well 
his laſt ſpeeches, He returning home gaue him- 
ſelte to re!t, but this buſineſle bearing in his head 
brake'his Nleepe , for he was much' perplexed 
howe and in what manizerhe might rake this in- 
tenCed iourncy, The next mormng caſting eue+ 
Tie way hoywe he might elcape molt dexterouſly, 
looking vpon his fachers caltle where he walked 
fulf penfiuely,at tengrh he put on a couragious 86 
'noble Tefoltion,to take a ſecrete & priuy flight. 
Ooble hear teare not; Flie o my beloued and 
beliketo the Rig, aitd to the Fayne of harts vpo 
the mountaines of acomaticall Ipices , leguing 
thy father 2ndchy deare lifters, and thy belt be- 
loned fpoute, without bidding thy deare mathe 
fare-well, abandoning thy ">, bem. home, all thy 
familiar friends audkiulimen, quitting al thy right 
and title to all thale domaings and poſleſſions, 
which wars thing by right of inhegance ( for 

| ATE. :; his 
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his elder brother hadleft irto him, when hs ea 
tred into religion) negleCing noble deſcent, ©: 
ing the heretical poilon, of his companie with 
whom he was bred and likewile infeed, rill he 
was about fourreene yearcs of age:re/inquiſhing 
moreouer his||yeete countrie , and the prace of 
the king:leauing/I ca not but repeate ir)his ſpoule 
of equall ranke, who wasto him , the one halk 
of his pwne loule, reprelenting herein an other 
Alcxius. 

The day before the feaſt of whichnoble Saind, 
heranne downe trom the caltle, as though fot 
recreation ſake he would tport himſelfe in run- 
ning and yourhfull exerciſe, Vnder which cow 
lour being come ſome diltance from his fathen' 
houſe, by making ſome youthful leaping, heligh- 
ted on a Jad winch yas one of his fathers ſbep- 
heards , feeding aflocke of ſheepe,with whom, 
being of his one yeares he dilported : and ta- 
king occaſion,at length laid to him. Let vs chage 
cloaths, Giue me thine and thou ſhalt haue mine, 
To whom the {hepheard aniwered; I dare not, 
leaſt I ſhould be beaten of your Father . Feare 
not laid he,it 1s || that bid thee doe it, I meaneto 
to make my farher merrie, I will goe to our feaſt 
ſo diſguiled,and giue occaſion of mirth, I wil an(- 
were,tor thee: It thou yvilt nor, I will make thee. 
The yong {hepheard obeyed him, and the noble 
yong man foe fled, and was not feene after. He 
litle regarded what would happen to this poors 
lad, but folyed that counlell which is giuen in 
js Gene» 
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Geneſis . Saue thy ſoule, doe not looke backe, 
ie. # Hence he manifeited to vs the wordes of our 
ah Saviour , I came not to bring peace ,but rHe 
he# ſword, to make diuiſion berweene the Father 
ing} and the lonne , berweene the mother and 
of | daughter, and a mansenemies, ar his owne do- 
ule meſtiques , O admirable feparation, which is 
le B made not by a marteriall lworde but by the {word 
er of God! We doe fee lome times an only ſon= 
ne, not onlie to deſpite all carthly ſubſtance, 
a, | and whattocuer belongeth to ir, but allo with 
o | 2 cheerefull heart and 1oyfull counrenance, to 
» © leaue his parents and toretirehimtelfe from the 
+ F jolicie and pleaſure of this world, to a hard mo- 
s F naſticall life, In fo much that neither the fa- 
> '| thers Jamentations nor mothers weepings, can 
- | retaine him , in whoſe hearr this two edged 
\ | ſword of the fpirit , worketh this moſt won« 
derfull ſeparation, hauing force to diuide aboue 
* | the reachot nature. 
| lohn Forbele felt the edge of this {word 
| in him felfe, in this ſeparation which was 
made, not by his owne, but by dimne power, 
in the flower and firſt feruour of his youth, being 
nowe bur ſeauenteene yeares of age . Wherein 
he was a true and perfeQ follower of Alexius, 
euen abhorringe (which he ſhewed by flying 
trom them once co talt of thoſe alluring bat- 
tes of the falle and fading contentments and de- 
behrs of the world, Thrice happic herein was 
Ccc 3 he, 
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e who. forlooke them before he was torlaken 
of them. __ is a ſtrong and inuincible prook 
abthe (pirit of God , dwelling in the Catholj, 
que Chuch by ſpeciall grace, ſince we lee lych 
heroical atts o pietie no where elle to bs exerch 
ſed, yea rather |to be ſlighted ouer or reputed im» 
poſſible among ſeCtaries. The magicians of Phas 
T20, When they could not ſhewe thols {1gnes 
which Moiſes did,iultly cried out to Pharao. This 
is the finger of God! And the Apoſtle Saint Paul 
ſaith, The prelence of God may be plainely ail 
- Cerned by the [pirit ot prophecie, ot thote tha 
enterinto the congrepation,who can not torbears 
.to lay that God 18 among you, 

W ho then will not acknowledge the hnger 
of God 1n the church, and God to be trulic init, 
wherein lo mhanie noble heroicall workes are 
done by Catholigques? W hy are they noreuident 
{ignes of Gods ſpirit dwelling in it? Sainc Iames 
{peaking ot the {1gnes of true religion ſaith. The 
Wiledome which is from aboue, 1s firlt chaſlt, 
Howe thencan the wiledome of heretiques be 
trom God , to whom thus hiit note is wanting? 
Whereas thereare none among them who haue 
the gift of continencie, but eucric one ( and cl- 
peciallie the minitters ) muſt have his wite | 
becaule of fornication, and cuctic woman het 
husband , there is none among them who will 
chooſe that ſtate,although $, Paul doth counlaile 
all ro it,and that by thefpiric of God, as to that 
Waich is the better; VV hich as ir enableth ir ber- 
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ter withont impediment topray to God; and ta 
al] good deuorions,lo doth it make ys more bleſ 
ſes. But all chooſe that which is graunted by pet 
miſſion and indulgence , neither is it counlailed 
but onlieto avoide cuill, 

I: 15no {mal meruaile, thatthey who brag rhar 
they receiug all the wordsof the holie Goſfpell, 
hauenone ajnong them,who can or will receiug 
this worde; That it 1s not expedient to martic, 
Thac there 1s none among them who will make 
himſelfe chalt tor the kingdome of heauen fake, 
and renounce thole carnall pleatures. And likewile 
while they glorie in reformarion, that there aro 
none who yyill freely torlake their wiucs & pos 
{eſions for Chrilts lake, but doe thinke Chriſts 
counſaile a/martec of impoſſlibilitie « But how 
ſhould they leaue their owne poſleſſions, whoſe 
proteſſion 1sto robbe other men 1t they can , at 
leaſt couerto doe it if they can not 9 For what 
{poile haue they made of church goods, and ha- 
vocke of poſleſſions of Catholiques? Thertore it 
1s amanitett ſigne, that they haue not the ſpirit of 
God, bur acarnall earthly and diueliſh {pirit; For 
the ſpirit which is of the earth, ſpeaketh ot rhe 
earth, and {auouteth of thole things which are 
of the fleſh a 


Ccc4 


46 THE LIFE OF THE REVER. FATHER 


His voltage to Antwerpe where he was caſt inf 
priſon. What happened to the poore youg © 
sbepheard-There 1s great enquirie 


. made after him. 
THE, XI. CHAP. 


T His firſt eneniog of his voiage vndertaken, 
rooke he vp alodging which he lighred vyb 
in his way, having veric litle money on his parts, 
truſting much ro Gods prouidence, being a Jour 
of Chriſtian pouertiez; Where, as he was refrel- 
hing his wearte delicate bodie, not accuſtomedto 
Auch trayaile, threenoble Scortiſh men came into 
the houſe, whom he knewe verie familiarlie,whd 
as looneas heeſpied, he was preately afraid, tht 
they wereſent after him by his father . Where 
upon he was pur to invent ſome willie ſhjfr fot 
him lelfe. Soe preſently he ranne into the chims 
ney corner, and drawing downe on his browe 
his old ſhepheards cap, he began to groane and 
ſhiver, as though he had a fitt of an ague: andſo 
was no more regarded then a poore ficke lad, 
who was glad to creepe into a chimney corner. 
The next day-verie earely, he [etteth forward of 
his journey, which both by tea and land he 
paſſed with great courage, though not without 
much paine, At length by Gods helpe he came ro 
the wiſhed place and hauen, where he embarqued 
himſelfe in a ſmall boate for Antwerpe . But he 


| 


could not come to Antwerpe , but by paſting a 
8 = caltle 
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*Feaſtlenereto Lillo,ſome three miles diſtant fro ir, 
1 Herecertaine wicked foldiours both Engliſh 
 '& and Scotiſh,ſoughr to ſtay him, for he would nor 
reueale ro them who he was, thinking him fit for 
his y2ares ro be employed in the gard with them. 
Bur he gottout of their hands by hjs owne 1ndu- 
ſry, and hauing eſcaped this danger,he fellinto a 
_ , arreſted by a foldtour of rhe king of 
$paine, who ſuſpected him for a {pie: the rather 
becauſe he chaunced to ſee filke ſtockings , 
ynder his long ſhepheards gabardine,s having 
forgotten for haſt ro chang: his ſtockings , as he 
did his other cloaths, Hereupon this foldiovr at 
'B thecommandement of his Captaine, D. Labeut- 
lot gouernour at thar time ofthe fort Noordame, 
led him priſoner to the caſtle of Antwerpe, and 
there preſented to the Gouernour de Mondrago, 
he rlineth aſecod hazard;For being asked for Ris 
prteporr, be an{wered he had none, immediately 
e wascomitted topriſon,to be examined as lea- 
lure did permitt, and was in danger either of the 
racke to be more exaQtly interrogated , or othan- 
ging to be diſpatched ſpeedily out of the way. 
But be of good courage, o noble youth , oi 
patience to abide in priſon ti} we haue beheld the 
tumulr of this tragedie, which happened both a» 
mog thy kinſme, & through al thy coutry forthy 
abſence:Repoſethy lelfe inthe inward cloſert of 
thine owne ſoule , being humble in thine owne 
eyes, yethxethy hope aboue in Gods prouidence 


watching ouer thee, Both theſe holds ar fic 
211; tO; _ 


an. was... 


0 


| his Maſters ſonnes rich habit, Fepeſing a Its 


' filke, wonderedat thisnoueltie , eſpecially his 
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Catholiques newly conuerced , that he may wiſer 
freſh his minde by fitting downe at the tabbWyu 
where Angells ferne, and no earthly food is to fine 
had. In the meane while I may fay that thou ani 
one of them, of whom the Apoſtle ſpake.Notes 
ceptng redemption that they might ſinde a bets 
cer relurregion,had triall of mockerie & ſtrip 
maoreouer allo of bandes and prifons:they went 
about in {heepe skins, in goates skins, needie, in 
Giſtreſle, aMikes , of whom the world was nat 
worthic , wandering 11 deſerts, in mountaingg II Y 
dennes, and caues of the earth , and all thefe aps | 


proued by the teſtimonie of faich, becaule they 
tufftered all this for theteſtimonie of faich, 
The ſhepheard ſtzid mg inthe held , cladin 


rurne. W hen he awe he came not, he brou 
his ſheepe to the fold, Thoſe whoſawe him allin 


maſter with all his familie, They thoughr atthe 
firſt ir was amatcer of ſport, and that the han 
man would recreat himlelfe in this manner, T 
ſhepheard being asked, how of a ſhepheard he 
became ſuch a gentleman , he anſwered , The 
whicele of fortune turneth all thinges . Ar thy 
length required totell what this meanr, hetold 
the whale hiſtorie of this buſineſſe, berweene hu ' 
Maſters ſonne and him. His father receiuing 

contentment vpon this narration, and thinking 

thathis ſonne was with his ſpouſe,and was thers 


playinghs ſbepheard by wayof meriment , he 


Nept 


en ——_ 
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lept char night without anie trouble of minde, 
Bu when his ſonne didnort returne, nether the 
Wnex: day, northe day after, and being fought far 
Jinthe houle where his{pouſe was,coulde not be 
founde, nor couldeir be knowen where he was, 
this former macth of his,eudedin moutning, and 
hisioy in much heauineſle. 

Vpon this occaſion, the yong ſhepheard was 
verie carefully examined : who, when he could 
not ſay arye other thing for himlelt, then that hg 
was forced to 1 gungy 5 garments by his main 
ſters ſonne, to theend he might make ſport for 
his friends who vere mett to feaſt rogether, he. 
was laid in priſon with bolts at his heeles , forhis 
frinds bogan' to (ulpeR; that this {hepheard had 
killed him,either by the inſtigatio of tome other 

ate perſon, or by ſome wilie plott of that a» 
F ltereſſe,of whom we haue ſpoken betore, Th 
ſulpeed that they bad lecrerely buried him, 
whererpon maniegraues were opened, and dead 
bodies taken our, - {earch of his bodie; And to 
they ſought in vaine him that lived truly m 
Chriſt, among they dead. W henthey tound him 
notamong the liuing nor dead ,manie were ſent ' 
into allcoaſts, towards [talic, France, Holland, 
and by the-Kingscommangement through all 
Britannie, But they loſt theit labour , {lo cucum« 
peQly did hecaric himſelf , that he made manig 
windings & turnings, asking of diuers whom he 
metr, diuerſly the way, till he ſawe he was ma 
lalc and fecure place, Therefore yrhen husbands 

mee 
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men were asked, whether they had feene 
paſte in that habir which he wore, they varig 
much in telling which way he was gone, The 
oore ſhepheard was kept in priſon two yeares, 
bat God preſerued him being innocent from 
being pur to death, and happily the rather bythe 
prayers of his yong maiſter, who vas a volun. 
tarie baniſhed \man, God graunt alſo he may he 
gclinered from blindneſle of minde, and enio 
thetrue light of our holie Catholique faith, 


The yong man kinſmen, doe ſecke to renengt 
the loſſe of this youg wan , by the death i 
his fathers concubine, to whom they empute 


his death, but the Ladie Margarete hit 
areth them, | 


{THE XII, CHAPTER. 


VW/ Hen ſearch had beene made farre and neare, 

and no tidings could be brought what was 
be come ofthis yong man, his kinlmen conſulting 
togeather, determined fully to ſertthe caſtle on 
fire where Forbeſe his concubine was , and to 
burne heralthough irſhould happen that he were 
with her, thinking certainely that ſhe had made 
him away, and buried his bodie', or cauſed it 10 
be buried in ſome lecrete place, W hich when 
John Forbele his mother vnderſtood, ſhe encrea- 


ted inltandly hex kinſmen on her behalfe, and 
ka FELL, hindred 


- 
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hindred themin this defigne, telling them thac 
ſhe doubted not but God would reucale, what 
was become of him verie ſhortly, So did ſhe 
1} ouercomeill with good, and heaped coales vpon 

her enemies head, | 
Ie It may here be demanded, how his departure - 
*F could be vaknowne to his mother? Firſt we may 
e 
; 


ealily gheſſe, that he had nor free accelle to his 
mother, becauſe his father would forbid ic. And 
belides, had he had ſo ealie accelle vnto her, he 
mighr iudgeir verie inconuenient to make; her 
acquainted ther with, lealt his father might take 
occaligthereby ofaugmeting his cruelty towards 
his deare mother.T herefore he prudetly thought 
it meete to impart this matter to his conteſlour 
and his ſpouſe, who was a faithfull keeper,of 
thetrult repoled in her. In the meane ume , For- 
bele his crueltie towards his wife, gaue much oc- 
caſion of complaint againſt him amog good me, 
who moued with compaſſion of the poore La- 
dies ſtate,did opely wiſh Gods vengeance again 
thoſe treacherous great perſons, talle Prelates, 
and corrupt iudges, who were conſenting to this 
vnult proceeding, 
Behold I pray you the puritie of life of Purt- 
.tan Proteſtants, who bluſh not to praQtiſe mil» 
chieuous plotts totake away the life of theirlaw- 
full wives, euen when they aregreat with child, 
Which 1t they can noteffeR,they may eafilyhaye 
leaue ro mariean other,though their owne be Ii 
uing, Is chische fcuiR of their goipelly — 
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their-zeale, who would feeme to-reuerence] 
much the word of God, that at their tablesth 
will have it reade? To whom ſhall I preſentth 
complaits,ſhal Iflte for aide ro them that vin 
the places of Biſhops, there ſurely they doe nal ®® 
permitrt artte to pleade his owne cauſe, vnle 
(fuch was the cruettie of Pagans towards Chis 
fttans) they will fylt abiure cheir faith, It is 
knowne, how litle regard they haue of anie Ch 
tholique mans caule, For if anie become a Op 
tholique , he becometha man infamous among 
them,ſo litle eſtzeme doe they make of thar fank 
by which our anceſtors were firſt enroled C 
ſtians, and conlequently they o{honour,yea ; 
condemne all their progenitours, O vhgratefull. 
and'degenerate children, who hate thar faith 
their- brethren, and perlecute it, without which 
they never had had ante knowledge of Chriſty” 
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What Archanvell aid white he vas is priſon 
What he did. after his deliverie , Hov be 
2reve acquainted Vith the Cappucins, amig 
whom he Would hane beene a lay brother, 
but by their aqniſe he followeth his ſtndie. 


THE XIII, CHAP, 
[ Et vs rerurnetoviſit this ſtranger, whom we 
left impriſoned in the caſtle of Antwerpe, 


Ss _—_— 
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is is an euident proofe that God forſooke him 
zot in priſon, The keeper of the caſtle (in whole 
ſight he found much fauour ) gaue him liberty 
to conucrſe with his people, he being readie to 
SEferucthem in carying of wood and water , and 
doing all drudging worke, in ſo much thar the 
maſter of the houſe and his people, and likewile 
his fellowepriſoners, had him in great admirati@ 
Y for his ſweete faſhion of cariage rowards all, for 
his vertuous and gogd life, and cheerefulnefle in 
his _ want: bur principally that in the lence 
ofthe night, he retired himlelfe ſecrerely to his 
prayers and deuotions, So did Paulus and Silas 
when they vere in bands, who at midnight did 
not ceale to Jaude God, W hen the keeper of the 
iſon related this to the Gouernour, he was farre 
om ſulpeRing him for a vagabond perſon ora 
ſpice, who was 1o vertuous, Therefore: compal- 
onating his caſe, he gaue order for his enlarges 
ment, and willed the keeper to forgiue him his 
fees and arrereapes in priſon, &to repaire hisfot 
fes by making his profit and gaine of fome richer 
_ hereajter, He had bur thirtie fix ſtivers int 
is purſe, of which money the keeper rooke 
twentiecighr, Healfo offered hint his filke ſtocs 
kihgs, of which ve ſpake before , but he tooks 
them nor, butleftthem to his keeper. 
' Being delivered ont{of prifon, he enquired one 
Gur Ladies church, bearing great deuotion to on 
B, Ladie. There he humbly rendred all thankes 


Ynto her bleſſed long ours for ei ee 


wa, 
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tion of him and preleruation, He daily trequens 
ted thischurch with extraordinarie deuotionand 
faſting, of which a certaine good Prieſt taking 
notice, wonhdred at his feruour, and inuited him 
totake a mtales meate wich him. Helirtt asked 
him what countrie man he was, He anlwered,] 
am a Scottiſh man, andam come out of my cg- 
untrie, that || may laue my toule among goad 
Catholiques, But Sir ( fatd he) howe arc they 
called 1 pray you, Whom I law,going two rOge- 
ther, paite through the church, after they had 
humbly proſtrated themiclues ona theearth ? The 
deuour Prieſt,percelung mcre by his 1gnes then 
by his language (vnknowen to him)atter who he 
enquired, roja him they vere Cappuctas,and Gee 
declared rohim as well as he could, theic rule 
and their manner ot lite. 

This yong man prelently remembring the vis 
fion that appeared to him in Scotland, whe he re- 
poled him 14a wood being wearie atter hunting, 
moued with an extraordinarie ardour of fpirit , 
brake torth prelently into thele tpceches.1 deſire 
aboug all things ro becomea Cappucin, Come 
(faith the Prieit) my lonne,and I will bring you 
ro the houle of the ſpiricuall tather of, the Cap- 
pucins, which was then the tacher bf Roger 
Claris now lilung, aworthie man and a great pa- 
cron of the poore, W ho immediatly being inci- 
ted - thereto | by his daughter , and out of 
a bounrifull| minde , comforted and cheri- 
ſhedchis yong man ,and ar length entertained 
| him 


— 
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him athis owne table,though he had a naturall 
abhorring of poore ftraungers, in that cale as he 
was in, full of f1:h andlice. Bur the vertue which 
did ſhine eminently 1n this yong mans face, aba- 
ted rhis apprehenſion, fo that his foreſaid dau- 
phcer in lawe, in faudur and commendarion of 
this ſtranger would lay. I would co God our 
children were of as good behauiour asthis yong 
man. 

After one or two daies, hisnoble hoſte kno« 
wing his good dehres, broughr him ro the Cap= 
pucins,his {pirituall children,to whom he reuea- 
led che lecretes of his heart, in fauour of this 
ſtraunger, Vpon the ſight of him they alſo much 
affeted him, and elpecially for his holie defirez 
yet was there one great barre in the way, becaula 
he had no language but his ownenatiue, whereas 
ic was requiſice that he ſhould nor onlie ynder- 
ſtandjrhe Latin congue, bur the Dutch allo,or the 
Frenchin ſome realonable manner. For Forbele 
his father, would not permir his ſonneto learne 
{o much,as the hr{t rudiments of the Latine ron= 
gue, lealt lome knowledge might giue him occa« 
hon otreading of bookes,and applying his minde 
ro his ſtudies, andlo happily thereby might be= 
come a Catholique. 

W hen chis biefled exiled man for Chriſts ſake, 
heard the Cappucins iudgement of him, he anſ- 
wered them in word and gelture, that he hadno 
need of the Latin roogue, being minded to be« 
come a lay brother in this holie congregation, 

Ddd and 
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and moſt willing to ferue the Prieſts in all baſe 
and more ſeruile offices: whichoffer of his, gaue 
no |mall contentement to them.But they leemed 
much to doubt of his ſufficient ſtrength and abi. 
litie of bodie for that end, and therefore the 
perſuaded him to followe Mis ſtudies wich other 
poore {chqllers ot the citie, In che meane time 
with lome|trauaile he might learne the Dutch 
rongue, growing Gall to yeares of more iud- 
gement , night make good proofe of himſelfe, 
whether he would perhit in the choice of this 
religious tare. | 
He followed, as an obedient child the coun. 
ſajle of 11s elders, and by reaſon of want and pe- 
nurie, frequented fomerimes one {chole,ſometi.”" 
mes an other, He viedextraordinarie diligence in 
obſeruing and carying away his Maſters leſſons, 
WW hen he had obtained to be admitted in anie 
{chole bur for a {ſhorr time, it 1s almoſt incredible 
how much |he luſtcred, and what paines he rooke 
that he might attajne to that which he aimed at, 
which was to bea poore Cappucin, And that he . 
might more frugally relewe himſelf, he graued 
litle images |cicher in ledd or wood, which ſome 
of his ſchoole fellowes ſought to getr from him, 
and would giue him either picces of bread and 
burrer, or elle ſome portions ot fleshin exchangs ' 
for them, Sometimes his neceſſitie was ſuch , 
that he would ſearch his ſchooletellowes ſachels 
for lome poore fragments which they would nor 
eate, ſuchas is giuento hogs, and luch muy 
| ( 


e 
' 


' his ſcholler extraordinarily, and to helpe him by 


; uingac Anwerpe, a baniſhed man for his faith, 
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he eate verie hungrily and lauourily, 


How dilizent he Was in his Rudies : ho con- 
ant im concealing his birth : and hoy fres 
quently he wiſuted the Cappucinss 


THE XIINL CHAP, 


Mmediatly after his deliuerie out of priſon , 
[ he ſlept euctic night for ſix weekes ſpace like 
a vagabond or poore companion, ina litle lodge 
made ot wood , which the citizens were wont 
ro viefor their watch: there he had a cold lod- 


...ging and vneaſlle reſting place for his delicate bo= 


die, viaccuſtomed to ſuch extremitie, by which 
we may lee what force Chriſtian feruour hath, 
euen in yong impes. He was neuer [eene to play 
whey his fellowes plaid, but alwayes was OCCli= 
pied, either in praying or in ſtudying, His Mailter 
commilerating his 8. 5 procured him fome old 
baokes, and lecing his good wit and indultriey 
oyned with honeltie and pietic, beganto affe& 


all meanes poſſible, Whererpon he determined 
ro commend him ro a certaine Scotiſh man Iti- 


whole name yyas Alexander , one that was ve- 
rie goodto all poore, as farre as his ſmall mea- 
nes did ſtretch, ro the end that it he could not 
helpe rhis youth his countriman by his purle , he 
Would atleaſt aſſiſt him with good counſaile, 
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He fearingro be knowne who he was, drewe 
backe as farreas he could; But his maiſter did 
preſſe him; (o, that he could not auoide this 
meetings | 
W hen his maiſter and he came to ſalute ma« 
Rer Alexader. Loe(laith the maiſter) here is the 
yong man whom you were willing to fee and 
conterre \wichall, The yorg man ſtoode modeſt! 
before him,and expected his queſtions, Maſter A. 
lexander asKed himin his owne mother congue, 
what his name was? he anſwered his name was 
Iohnſon, becaule his name was Fohn, and lis 
kewile his tath-r was fo called, He asked farther, 
whether there were any ci:tlen of his kindred that 
was of qualicie and ſubſtance, dwelling in anie 
citie of Scotlac,He anfiwere: he had 1n one place, 
marie a moſt remote part ofthe countrie, whe- 
rein maſter| Alexander knewe no man. Fmally 
this yong man went away with the victorie he 
ſought in defending his owne caule , which was 
to berepuced (till a poore *and bare wretch ; So 
that both inhhis flighr, and in his place of abode, 
he might bea true follower of holie Alexius. 
His countrieinan asked him, whether he was 
not muchamazed with his late impriſonment 
and feare of hanging, which was threarned to 
him by the Gouernour of the caltle? He rephed., 
I cthanke God, | neither feared imprilonmenr, nor 
death, For finceI have beene a Catholique, I am 
content tro vndergoe what God ſhall ſend , both 
hfe and death, want and [upplie of necellaries 
ars 


ARCHANGEL, SCOTCHMAN. gy 

areall one to me, Behold with whar grace he 
was fortified againlt all theſe terrible barteries, 
which/aſſaulcs of rhe devill he overcame ſtoutly , 
though not without difficultie, For he confefled 
that once by reaton of thele ſharpe tentations, he 
had ſo much forrowe and redioulneſle , thar he 
thought ro recurne home to his old courſe of life, 
And whar meruaile is this, when the bleſſed A» 
poitle'S. Paul was wearie of lining, as he himſelf 
confeflech? Yernor withſtanding all thele trou- 
bles, he rooke courage, and never yeelded him- 
ſelt inthis ſore batterie, Inall cifficulties he fol- 
lowed the counſell of bis Confeffour , and was 
much conforted and refreſhed both in bodie and 
loule, by the conuerſation of the Cappucins ,Sog 
- didthe halie goſtſtregthen and dire him, who 
never abandoneth the meeke and humble 1n 
ſpirit, 


His proerſſe in tudies, by the almes and helpe 
of Levis Claris, He oucrcometh manie 6ther 
difficulties and tentarions. 


THE XV, CHAP, 


HE formamed maſter Alexander, bem 
much incired by the cariage of this yong 
man, and principally by his comportement in 
the ichoole maiſters houls, brought his Maſter 
and him to Lewis Claris, a moſt ſweer patron of 
Dddz "Dt 
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the poore, andrecommended him with all 
fible afteQtion and inſtance. His ſchole-maiſty 
ſeconded this commendation, with a faithfullre. 
lation of the yong mans towardneſle , induſirie 
and patience, Here vpon this honourable patron 
of the poore, promiled to pay an hundred florens 
for him to his maiſter, for his tableand teaching, 
By this meanes being hoJpen and refreſhed, vſing 
exatt diligence , he learned verie commehdably 
the Latincongue, and the Dutch, ſufficiently for 
his vie. He allo yas cheared vp ſomewhat by 
better luſtenance, although he was cloathed ve. 
r1a poere]y, going alwayes in wooden ſhoes 
Which verte poore mens lonnes vle in this coun- 
trie, He wore alſo as yet thar long ſhepheardes 
Caflacke, which was nowe all foule and full of 
manie peeces and patches, 

Tel me(I pray thee)o yong man, how wouldeſt 


thou behaue thy leltgif thy delicate bride whom - 


thou didſt lately forſake, ſhould chance to haue 
ſeenethee in this attire? Tt ſhe ſhould ſee thee ([ 
lay ) helping thy ſchoole-mailters maid-terva:s, 
nor only in waſhing diſhes, but in {cowring the, 
and doing ſuch drudging worke in the kitchin, or 
eating hungrily ſome knawed cruſts or fragmets, 
Which other children had lefr , wouldett thou 
haue runne away for ſhame, and forſiken thele 
exerciſes which were pleaſing to thee? Lhave no 
fuch opinian of thee, yea rather [ thinke, if with 
fcorne and dildaine {he would reproche thee for 


it,that thou wouldelt make that anſuer,that bo 
: 
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ſed Agitha madeco her 1udge vpbraiding her. [ 
ama hand-maide of Chrilt, The humble lernice 
of Chriſtians, is berrer then the glorie and wealth 
of kings. Therefore if ſhe {hould crie out againſt 
thee and lay. Art thounot athamed being nobly 
borne, to followe this bale lite of Catholiques, 
andto/ make thy lelf as contemprible as my 1wi- 
neheard? Is this the eſtate, 1s this the forrune 
which you are arrived roo 1n a {trange countrie , 
which you haue preferred before an honourable 
life in wedlocke wich met Is it for this rrimme 
and worthie condition of life , which you haue 
now taken, that there ſhould be fo much adoe 
berweene your kindred and mine, and that Ifor 
your lake am become a mocking ſtocke in the 
presece of the king & his nobles?Returne againe 
my(deare loue)flie this tordid pouertie,come and 
enioy my goods, my amitie, the kings good 
grace, and thy domaines which want an heire 
male. Reuiue thy father and mine,who are more 
then halt dead with grief and forrowe, 

To theie words 1 {uppole thou wouldeſt anluer, 
that which the prophet Dauid laide to his wite, 
tnlulcing over imin (ucha cate. I will play and 
become more vile then I haue beene, neicher 1s 
there caule my deare {poule, that thou ſhouldeſt 
be albamed or troubled artthis my voluntarie and 
vile fubieQtion of my lelfe , as rhough ic were a 
matter of diſhonour and dilgrace for me. Itruſt 
rather that within a {mall time, you will be {o 
atte&cd, that you will not dildaine the like con- 
| Ddd4 dition 


a6 THELIPE OF THE REVER: FaTHhtR 
dirton ot life, but that with bleſſed Agatha, you 

will ſay from the botome of your heart, Iam 

feruanrt of Chriſt, Nowe doe I {ce that ſuch baſe 

and lowly lubieQion of Catholiques, is more ho. 

nourable, then the glorious pompe and pride of 
tyrants. 

Doubt not/deare Reader)though thou ſeeſt nor 
thele great tentations, take place or trouble this 
youg man outwardly, but that inwardly through 
the luggeſtion of the deuill, the flattering and 
tickling of naturall corruption, he had terrible 
combats. Burtthereis noe glorious viftorie gots 
ren, where the hght 1s not tought, and by how 
much thz enemie is more potent, the fight lon» 
pe! and ſharper, by ſo much is the conqueſt more 

onourable and more gratefull. This newe cha 

10n though well tried in this kind of kght, yet 
2m to put himlelf in a more late combare, 
where 1n battle aray vader goodand skilfull lea» 
cers, he might valtantly tight vnCer the (tandard 
of Chrilt, Theretore he ctalec not night and day 
co prepare himſelt by prayer, to fulfill that ro 
which he was [wecily and ſtrungly moued by 
theinſtinC ot the holie ſpirir, which was, to bes» 
come a guod1ieligious perlon of the Seraphicall 
order of S. Francis, This good will, of his and 
preparation of minde, was accompaned with 
greac diligence in his ſtudies, & a gi:acious can» 
dour 1n his life and manners, 

In the ende che wward re of his holie defires 
brake into ſuch flames, that he went totbe Cap- 


pucins, 


bk os ws MAP A 2 
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1cins, and revealed rothem how teruently he 
d-fir2d'to be acmitted in to their order, ſignifyine 
tro them that how much the ſooner he ſhould he 
receined , lomuch the more ioytull he ſhoyld 
be. W hich defire of his, when the religious men 
contidered well, they thought him fire ro enter 
intothis holie campe , being lo well tryed and 
exerciled already in bearing pouertic, and in 
meekeneſle of conuerſation, {bining as in exams 
ple to his Schoo!le-maiſterandfellow es, 


For What reaſons this yon man made thoice of 
the order of S. Francts.His conn: rſation a+ 
mona the Cappucins : and his conclamie 

 andbehauiour in his Npurce-Ship. 


THE XVI. CHAP. 


I 8 firſt and principall motion to bea Cap« 
pucin was, becauſe he ſeemed to be called 

by that vnexpeQed vifhon( where of we haue be« 
fore ſpoken ) to this order;And behdes, whereas 
he was defirous ro embrace the moſt Apoſtolicall 
rule of life, the thought this religious !orr of life, 
to be molt agreable ro that rule. He conſidered 
the auſteritic of life in the Profeſſours of this rule, 
& their roughneſle & courtneſſe of habit, hardly 
able to keepe off the cold. He remembred the 
words of Chriſt. Matth. 11, That they Who are 
cloathed in ſoft garments,are in k:ngs bouſes, He cal- 
led ro minde, that the Apoliles tvliowed Chriſt 
A u 
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1n vile garments , for they vycre poore h{hers 
men; neither did they purt off thole garmeng, 
and put on finer or more coltly to tollow Chriſt, 
He refleed allo vpon thole words of S. Paul, 
Cor.2,11.who layed of himlelte,that be was more 
then others incol4 and nakedneſle, which not- 
withſtanding could not fcparate him tio che loue 
of Chriſt, though his ſufferings were notſmalk, 
He allo knewe, that the witrneiles of God ſhould 
prophecie, cloathed with ſacke cloth, Luc. 10, 
and he remembred allo the word of our Loid, 
Marc.6.Carie not purſe , nor ſcrip, nor shoes , but 
bee shoed With ſandals . He conlidered allo their 
{pareneſle in dyer, who vſing verie often faſting, 
did oftenten times onlie Num, A v'v and pulle on» 
ly: hnally, did ſeeke their meate from doore 
to doore , and had nothing elſe. Soe they live 
caſting all their care vpon God, becaule he hath 
Care of Vs. | | 

He hadreadallo, how the Apoſtles for ' hun» 
ger did pull the cares of corne, paſſing by the 
corne helds; and allo what the Apoltle tpeaketh 
of himſelte and his fellowes in the Apoltleſhip. 
Vwill this boure Tve doe both hunger and thirit, 
and are naked, are beaten With buffets, and are. 
Wanderers, and labour , Working With our oWpne 
hands , He didallothinke vpon the pertect con- 
tempt of money, which all things obey, ahd 
which all men couert , remembring what 
Chrilt had {aid Matth. 10, Doe not poſſefie gold 
ner ſiluer , nor maney 48 your purſes : Attor, 1. wr 
Y an 
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and knewe that money was the: perdition of Ju- 
das and Simon. He vnderſtood alſo, thar the 
pouertie of this religion was t1ich, that they doe 
not only renonce al propriette 1n particular but in 
common, calling to minde our Sauiours words, 
The foxes haue boles , and the foules of the awe 
neits, but the ſonne of man hath not Where to lay 
his head. All thele premites being well examit- 
ned of him, he concluded noe rule to be more 
Apoſtolicall and perfeQ then this , and there- 
| fore entred 1nto this with greate feruour and 
deuorion , 

W ho can well expreſle the ioy and exultation 
of lpirit, which this yong man had, when he 
once obtained that which he had long delired, 
for deſires prolonged , growe more and more ? 
How 10yful a thing had us beene, to haue leene 
the great and bleſſed armie in heaven , who 
were rancked vnder Saint Francis coulours, 1o- 
lemnizing this day, and reioycing at the admil- 
hon of this new enroled yong champion ? 
Surelie thole heauenly mountaines leaped like 
rammes , and the hills of religious in this 
earthly campe , like yong lambes . This was 
certainly a happie day , and very remarqueable 
to the honour of God, He tooke the Cappucins 
habit the 23, yeare of his age , and the yeare 
of our Lord 1593. at Tournay , vpon the 
daye of the litle Portion which is a daye fo- 
lemnized to our bleſled Ladie the fecond of 


Augult.; to her I lay , as the fingular patro» 
nelle 
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rroneſle of the li:le flocks, and ſmall portion 
religious brethren, aſſembled togeither in S, Fran, 
cis rimne, In a church dedicated to our bleſſed Ly . 
die. The yeare following vpon the ſame dayhe 
made his profeſſion, and the verie ſame day thir. 
reene yeares after his Nouice-ſhip, he ended his 
life, as w2 will ſhewe here after: which was a 
ggod (1gne, that his ſeruices performes to the ſon 
ne of that virgin, and offered vp vpon ſuch aday, 
were gratefull co the virgin, to whom he wad 
Wwayes "ny jr deuour, 

Ac his hit entrance into religion (as the ord 
nariecuſtome 15) he changed his name , and whe. 
reas he was called betore lohn, he was afterward 
called brother Archangel. Hauing now taken the 
habir of apenicent, it was ſtrange with what ter» 
uour he ſeruedalmightie God, m trne feare and 
dove-like fimplicitic of hart, eſpecially in thar agg 
which is fo prone to.all worldly delights, which 
he well ſhewed in daily chaſtifing his boaie, and 
bringing of it into ſubieRion( yer vnder the dil- 
creete bridle of his Superiour.,) Whereby lo farre 
are they fr0 not reaping che fruit of their pious 
trauaile, which is ordered by the circumtpett care 
of others,that they merir much more by vertue of 
their obedience,w hich is the cldeſt and firſt bor- 
nedaiughter of humilitie, And what meruaile if 
hauing laid a ſure foundation of humilicie, he 
raiſed the reſt of a faire building ,in all kind of 
vertues an{werable thereto? The eyes of pur 
Lord regard the voluntacic poore, and he = 

ure 


zNure them of him lelfe, who pur their aſſurance 
in him brit. And when God hath taken ame into 

rotetion , who 1s there wha can take him our 
of his handes * 

Cercaine Scotiſhmen, wile according to the 
fleſh, who were fled into the Low countries for 
their faich , vnderitancing that a youg Scoriſh 
man,{hould irortly make his proteſſion among 
the Cappucins, learching and enquiring what he 
ſhould be, doe perluade chem(elues(neuher was 
their perfuaſion vaine) hat he was nobly borne: 
and as they oblerueg his countenance and his 
geſture, they began ro lulpeR,ihat this was the 
noble yong man, who flying out of his countriey 
had torlaken his noble Spoule , of whom they 
had heard luck ſtrange matters. Therefore with- 
out ante further deliberation, they concluded a- 
mongitthemlclues , that this matcer was to be 
propoled to the DoQours and Profcfſours of the 
vniverficie of Doway, in this fort. W hether it bs 
lawfull tor a noble geacleman,who 1s his fathers 
heireand eldeitlonne, to abandon his houſe-and 
tamilie, to the preudice of his ownecountrie & 
Catholique religion ? They aniwere,thatic 1s im 
no cale lawfull, 50 that by che initance of thele 
men , the yong Nouice 1s called before our 
mailters in @ lolemne meating, and by precept of 
obedience, he is perluaded to leaue this purpole, 
yea he is told, that he is bound in conkcience {0 
to doe, All doe expe@ che yong mans an{wer, 
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who afcer this Lenceuce giuen, Ipake wich greate 
teruoug 
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feruour of minde, yer tempered well with m& 
deſtie,laying. 


2 Good Sirs, [am verie weake and vnable in bo« 
2 gie, and worne already both with in and with 


out with long penurie and hunger, and by ſbarpe 
dilcipline I am feeble and blood-lefle.I am not fit 
eirher for warre or procreation of children. Note 
withitanding if you hinder my profeſſion in 
this countrie , I will goe to an other, It I be 
there hindred alſo, I will retire my lelfe to lome 
lojicarie lite, where as no man {hall hnde me 
out, Vpon this ipezch all men fell into won- 
derment of his conſtaucie,& cryed out with one 
voice. This calling is trom God, Goe fonne in 
e., Icis held an evident figne of aneleed 
toule when the deuil raiteth manie impediments 
torhole, who would enter 11to a religious courle 
of lite, which hath betallen manie Saints of borh 
lexes , Soduring thetime of his Nouice {hip, he 
concealed his noble tami}ye, fo that he liued vn- 
knowne among his brethren, being thought to 
2 the tonne of tome poore Scotiſhman, alwayes 
readie to performe all vile and bale leruices of 
religion , both in will and deed , both betore 
and atcer his proteſſion . So thar if this acc- 
dent had not arriued , and thereupon if he had 
not by vertue of obedience, beene forced torel 
the truth , he would neuer haue made anie ac- 
quainted with che lame, to great a defire he had 
ot delpiltvg him telte. And when he told the 
Guardian and his' mailter this , he humbly en- 
F txeated 
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treated them to keepe it to themlelues,and not to 
publiſhicro anie of the brethren ; And by this 
meanes he remained as befor vnknowneto them. 

Hence it came to paſle that he was called vpon 
oftner, both by the Senzours and his brerhrem, to 
doe manie arudperies,and had no humane fauout 
ſbewed him. in Iparing him from thole troubles 
which are incident to religious perlons. And this 
is our manner to exercite them, who are with vs 
in the Ichoole of the croſle , that they may learne 
by the example of Chriſt, to ſuffer ſeriouſly eve» 
rie where, and in all things. Yet I did much won- 
der{whe [ afrer knewe what he was) that he bore 
all without the leaſt contradiction , withour anie 
dilcontentment in outward ſ{heywe, yea certainly 
moſt cheeretully and glad. 

He was ſo willing to ſufter , that once whena 
matter was impoſed vpon him, of which he was 
no way guiltie, which was [o greate thara Nouice 
might haue beene diſmiſſed tor it,norwithitading 
although he was moſt innocent , he neuer ſpake 
one word in defence of his innocencie, but com=- 
mitred the defenceof his innocencie to God, For 
his diet he was of that temperance, that he was 
not only an enemie ro gluttonie, bur to the leaſt 
plealure and delight which might be taken in ea« 
ting his meace. He was often ſeene vpon fal- 
ting dayes (which are frequent with vs ) when 
hb was lettbetore him,though nor freſh bur ſalt, 
either not once co haue talted of it,although hugee 
did prouoke him to it,or it by the coOmandemert of 
hie 
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his Superiour he did eare of it, he would nor di 
his h{h into the butter which was ſerved with 
the h{h , leaſt he might haue the leaſt inordinar 
plealure, which he thought was hard ro auoide, 
even while welartishe narure in eating and drin- 
king. For mante other morrifications which he 
endured, I ſhall haue occaſion to ſpeake &f 
them hereafter. 


He maketh his profeſsion , and follovcth his 
Hudics. His good life and manners, af- 
ter his profeſsion- 


THE XVII CHAPTER, 
Frer ſo manie conflits of mortification, 


hauing made his profeſſion, he is lent forto 
Itudie into a Conuent deſigned forche {tugies of 


Philoſophie, vader areader of our owne order, 


ThereF.Arch,was hritknowne to me, hauing n& 
uer (eene him before, Neither is ic fit for [uniours 
to enquire curiouſlie of what familie and nobili> 
tie oihers are, bur co conſider well in what ex» 
ample of vertue and pietie they doe exccll . And 
then I did diligently oblerue, and (o did manie 
W |'' 
moe wich me, the geſture and comportement of 
this itranger . Firſt L did note his modeſt and 
bumble countenance and looke, his compoled 
and well ordered manner of gate, both at home 
endabroad, For he which doth notcacie himlclfe 


ad 
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2s well in his Conuent and in his cel, -* hedods 
2broadin the ſtreets, is to be judged an i 
He humbled himtelfe co doe alle offices veria 
promptly , he was the hritfor the moſt part, ia 
waſhing the diſbes and diſh clouts: vpon the ac- 
cultomed dayes hei\wept the houſe, yea he tooke 
ofren a conuenient rime to make cleane the pri- - 
vie, which he did the more ſecretly, that his de» 
baling of himſelf:, might nor ſeeme to proceed 
 W fromto much humilicie. | 
, W hen he tooke cate of the ſacriſtie ; you 
would haue iudged himas an Angel of God, mi. 
niltring ina holie place and in the church, hekepr 
all chings fo neatly and fo ſweetly , He prepared 
all chings in time, and by his diligence, keprall 
the ornaments verie decent , and veric beaurifull, 
B fvining with a pleafing ſplendour and luſtre of 
BY bonourable pouertie. Forced pouerticis filchie, 
BY bur yoluntarie is neate andcleanly , Therefore 
this rule is often taught by che Cappucins. Let 
09 apr becleane andneate ; He had a care to 
eepe the walls, the pauement; and the win- 
dowes trom all filch; yer in all rheſe externall 
leruices, he was caretull ro kcepe God in his 
heart, with a moſt amorow aftcion : for this. 
is the maine ſcope and burr of all. He vifited the 
ficke with that carefullneſſe and true charitie, 
that the ficke were wonderfully comforted 
his preſence with them. For as occaſion { 
either he yould ſpeake to them ſweete words 
of comfort, a __ whuch E_ 
| C 
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hearted, in this orthe like manner. Take cour 
deare brother, our B. Sauiour Jeſus ts on thec 
with you , he is neuer more cake to be found, 
then 1n affliction, It you are gold, you are tried 
of him: if drofle you are purged , With which 
kande of exhortations, the ficke were readie to 
endure their ckneſle patiemly, and as long as it 
pleated God, toexerciſe themintheir afiiion, 
In euerie bcke perlon, he conlidering our Saviour 
Felus wearied with labour & {orrovye [pake vnto 
the on his knees, and after fomefthore ſpeech; he 
preſeitliefell ro worke in ſeruing the ficke . He 
would make clzane thoſe veſiells which were n& 
ceflaric for them, |weepe all places about them, 
and wipe off their Lweate with a towell , To 
conchude , be did all neceſlarie duties with alt 
fpeed, If he were to watch, ifthe canonical hou 
rew were to be laid, in anſwering one the other, 
he was readie forall good offices,. 

- Having performed chele chings, he went tothe 
eommon texuice of the brethren , He was obe- 
dientro the gardner or Cooke,and willing ro doe 
thoſe chings that were moſt contrarie to his in« 
clination, In the end he would thanke them on 
his:knees , that they. vouchlafed te call him to 
worke, and make him partaker of their labours, 
He was {o obedient at the becker'of his Supe- 
riour, that therewyas nothing fo hard, which he 
would not dot with a cheeretull heart and con« 
xenance . He gaue as much reverence to Prieſts; 
as if he.had ſcene lome of the emmy - 
*!4.2 1 5 Con bo) 


- MIKE £7 OW" 


ARCHANGELL SCOTCHMAN PF 
Confeſſours preſent. To his fetlowes andequals, 
he was ſo mild, and loloving, asif he had-beene 
their ſerijanr, In the RefeRorte he ſate arrhe table 
ſo inwardly recolleted;that his meare & drinke 
was tedious to him, had he not beene compel- 
led by neceſſicie and common obedience,to fub- 
jet him ſelfe therero : and this was not to be 
marueiled at in him, when as he had learned to 
ſubdue the rage and turie of gourmandiſe long 
lince, 

Afrer his refeQion the diſhes being waſhed, 
h wing ſaid the office of our blefſed Ladie', mas 
king a ronnd abour the garden, all the reſt of the 
time enen till evening, it there were nothing ro 
be done in common, he retired himlſelfero afo= 
licarie place,and did then goe to his cel, Hither 
he did inuire ſyyeere T:lus , ſometimes with 
deep groancs, ſometimes with amorovs ſighs, 
and was wontto commend all the neceſſities of 
Chriſts vniuverſall familie., to his holie condus 
The laft day will reveale what ſacred ſweere 
daintie$he taſted, in comming there with his 
beloned one, For whereas he knewe thar bodily 
exerciſe is profitable to litle , burtpietie is þrofi- 
table toall things, according to the counſaile 
of the ſame Apoſtle, he did purlue the betrer gitrs 
and did diligentlie followe the more excellent 
way ſhewed ro him, elpecially in moſt perfe&t 
quitting ot all proprietie, yea of things moſt ſpt- 
rituall , in a moſt ſimple ſtripping of himlelte 
from all things created, in a moſt profound re- 
Eec 3 mouing 
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mouing of all repreſentations though moſ 
noble, out of the cloſet of bis foule , that be 
mighrt-attaine to a moſt inward vnion with God, 
by an aQuall and moſt feruent charitic , which 
as he had learned by the Apoltle,doth never fal 
away . But the other gitcs (28 $, Thomas ſaith) 
becauſe they have imperfteQion , are to be ta 
ken away, according to that, W hen thar ſhall 
come that is perfeR , that ſhall be made voide 
that is in part, that is that which is imperfeQ, 
For a part doth implie imperfeCtion, as the An» 
=_ DoQour teacheth . In keeping filence 
e Was fo ſeuere, that in time of common 
recreation ( which is permitted but one or two 
dayes, to the end the obligations of faſti 
might be the better performed) he ſeemed to 
force him felfe tro be merrie a licle with his 
companie , to auoide the, note of {ingularitie, 
Neither is it for nought that the raines are loo- 
ſed lomerimes to yong men , For by this the 
elder will iudge much} of the rigour and vi- 
uacitie , or flowneſle and heauineſle of yong 
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Of his outvard compoſition and fernoar 
in prayers 


THE XVIII, CHAPTER, 


Hen he vyas ſent our into the citie, cicher ta 
 vilite the ſicke, or ro demand almes, or vpon 
ante other cauſe, his countenance and behauiour 
was ſo modeſt, andindeed {a mortifed , that 
even by his outwardprelence, he did moue the 
hearts of ſinners , and did checke the vanitie of 
youth, and fomerimes wholie ſubdue it, For un 
this kind, a Lay brother may doe the dutie of 2 
preacher, For we ready in our Chronicles , that 
S. Francis {aide [o to his brother , Let vs goe to 
preach (ſaich he) rhraugh che ſtreers of the cities 
They went ſilently through one or two ſireets 
bare foated, thaugh the cold was verie great, and 
returning home, they tound a wild licentious 
man at «.þ gate of their Conuent , humbly re- 
queſtingto beadmirced to their order; whom tne 
S. forelawe no doubr in ſpirit, was to be gained 
by ſuch meanes. Letno man therefore merualle 
if God doth ordaine diuerſe kinds of orders and 
diterle habits, and caule their manners to be 
compoled in diſtin and diuerle decencie . Fox 
by thele as by diverſe nets, he takerh worldly me. 
Let them therefore creepe vnder ſome whole & 
perfe&t netzif they deſire with S,Antouic,to auoid 
Eec 3 the 
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the dqungers of this world, In the deuine office 
and plalmodie, if anie man had well oblerued, 
this brothers compoſed and lerene countenance, 
and the poſture of his bodie bolt vpright , the 
cheerefulneſle of his voice, his vnmoucable eyes, 
the attention of his heart , the teares often tric 
ling downe by reaſon of internal] guſt, he would 
haueſaid he had ſeene an Angel rapt vp in ſpirit 
Into the heauen]y quire, | | 
In the time of his mentall prayer , the habit, 
whereof he got with much labour and exerciſe, 
he enioyed fometimes ſuch inyard aboundancy 
of the ioy of ſpirit, that ir ſtreamed forth wnh 
_euident rokens, lo that his bodie was perraker of 
ic. And when wicked centations or aftie heauy & ' 
and dull wearilomneſſe did rake hold of him, he 
d1d ſhake them off with ſuch force, that he hath 
beene fecne in that combate to encounter the 
denill, and to foile him, as allo to raile vpp his 
dull iadiſh fleſh, by applying his bare feere ro the 
cold pauemenr, andto pall his backe with chat- 
nes of iron, which kind of weapons are vied in 
{uch cales by religious champions . Finally pan- 
ting after God, and cleauing wholie ro him, with 
all quickneſſe of memorie , tharpneſle of vnder- 
ſtanding, preparation and readinefle -of will,ele- 
uation of hearr, with intention of all his pow- 
ers, and extenſion of his handes, he did ſeeme to 
enforce Godafrer a manner, that jn rhe rerrait 
and bortome'of his ſoule, he mighr be'hel&faſt 
with the {weete embracements of his —_— 
| an 
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and in theſe might flowe and runne from him- 
+ felfe, and fo conſequently wholie flowe into the 
Ocean of his inhaite bounrie, and in thele flouds 
of loue,, might become one wich God and with 
kim, by an abſolute melting and refolution of 
all his powers, andan annibllation iato Godand 
his holic will and plealure . | 
W ho is able to expreſle what God ſpeaketh 
in that heart, in which the peace of God dwel- 
lech, which paſſeth all vnderſtanding,and what 
God worketh in that ſoule which is transfuſed 
into God, and God into it , by the vnſpeakeable 
enioying of his goodnelle? Bur the lenluall man 
' doth nor pezceiue thole things, which are of the 
ſpirit of God , for thele things leeme follic to 
him. Hence Saint Paul affirmeth , that he could 
not ſpeake to the Corinthians as to ſpirituall 
men, bur as to carnal, concerning that wiltedome 
whereof he ſpake confidently among pertet m&, 
who haue the ſenſe of Chrilt. [ris to be lamen- 
ted, that we are now fallen into chole rimes , as 
the Seraphicall DoRour S. Bonauenture faith, in 
his firlt booke of perteRtion of religion c. 18, 4n 
which there is ſcarce anie mention of ſpirituall 
delights , which doe ſo farre exceed all worldly 
delights, as honey doth dung, yea among thole 
who leemeto themlelues,io be deepe inreligion, 
the {weete drunkennefle of luch defires 18 eltee- 
med follie, and reputed as an abomination, and 
thoſe which are piriruall, are 1udged to be pol- 
lefled with the deuil},and are called herevquese 
| Eee 4 All 
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All the ſpiritualitie of manie, confilteth rathge 
in queſtioning and diſputing, who as Saint Pu 
ſairh, doe alwayes learne, and neuer come tothe 
knowledpe of cruth. And in an other place, they 
languiſh about queſtions and trite of words, 
Curious men would not occupie their ſpirits 
about theſe things, if they would chooſe ratha 
with Saint Bernard, ta feele compunQtion, then 
to knowe the definition of it , For we ſec thek 
manner of queſtions -are handled , whether the 
ſupereminent vnion be anie thing elle but habi- 
ruall and aQuall charitie , whetherthis vnion be 
ſuch char it may truly be ſaid , that man be 
cometh God, and God man , ſo thart all aftions 
that are in this man, are not mans bur only Gods 
ations, yea cueriepaſſion and omiſſionis of God 
only, andſo in all a man is merely paſſiue nor ac 
tive in reſpe& of God, of whom he is taught, il 
luminated, and immediatly ſubie& . Thele que- 
ſtions I ſay would neyer much trouble mens cu- 
riohrie, if they could keepe the order preſcribed 
by the Prophet : Taſt and tee, that by the talt 
thereof they might iudge whar it is, For no man 
knoweth but he which taſtech, If that they might 
well raſt this, they would purge the palate of rhe 
foule from all inordination, both of the vnder- 
ſandingand will , and would labour to depriue 
both faculties of all chat is not God , which it 
they would doe, my ſhould no doubr finde by 


| 
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by it man doth ſo perfeQly paſſe into God,andis 
no more himlelfe, bur he giueth place to God, fo 
that he may not only ſay with the ſpoule ; My' 
ſoule was melted.as loone as my beloved ſpake, 
but with the royall Prophete he may lay. I was 
brought ro nothing, and not knowing, He {hall 
alſo hnde according ro that of S. Paul. Hewhich 
acherech to God 1s one lpirir, & that by the lame 
vnion-, ina far moreexcellent manner then by * 
the oxdinarie Atts of charitie , that man beco- 
meth God. 
The Pſalme ſaith. I haue ſaid ye are Gods. And 
S, Auguſtine iy his ſecond Treatiſe vpon the firſt 
epiſtle of S, lohnfaith. If thouJouett God thou 
art God, And 6, Hierome vpon the plalm. 114+. 
according to the Hebrewes v. 5, As longas we 
are men, we doeerre and lye, but when we ſhall 
be made God, we cealeto lye. And immediatly 
BW afterheſaith, If therefore anie man become holie, 
heis made God, and when he ſhall be made God, 
he ceaſeth ro be man, and lyeth no more . And 
Clement Alexandria laith. Man which is broughr 
to be impatible is made God, yea God himlelte 
in ſome manner is made, that man himlelfe, to 
witt, not the old man, but the newe who 1s crea» 
ted according to God in holineſle and iuſtice of 
truth. So that of Saint Paul is verified. When al 
things ſhall be ſubieed co him , then ſhall the 
lonne be ſubieR ro him who hath ſubieQted all 
things to himſelfe, that God may beall in all. 


And then there is no Gentile and lewe, — 
n 
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f10n and prepuce, barbarous & Scythian, bond |} 6, 


free, bur allandin all Chriſt , For it is certaing 
our of S, Pauls words, that while the newe man 
1s produced in vs, and while we put on the news 
man, we pur on Chriſt, 

This once being, they would hnde ([ ay) tha 
all ations and paſſions in man afſumpt to thisex. 
cellent vn1on,nortobe of man, bur ot God alone, 
for almuch as he 15 the principall cauſe, eitheref- 
hcient or final], of all ations and paſſions which 


are in ſuch a man , Whereupon S.Paul ſaith, 


Nowedonotl[ hue, but Chriſt liueth in me , So 
in moſt thinggman 1s merely paſſine ro God 
while he 1s os vnion. And manic Doo 
doe teach, that he 1s merely paſſiue, not only in 
the reccijuing of habituall gifts, bur lome aQtual, 
So this vnion which che myſticall writers rerme 


ſupereminenr, is only from God, according tg 


that Pſalm. 38. Our aſlumptionis our Lords, and 
our holie king of lirael: of which ynion Ricardus 
ſpeaking of the 4. degrees of violent charitie,c- 


red by Saint Bonauenture; As ((aith he) the firlt. 


degree doth wound him that is afleGeo,to the le- 
cond doth bind him being wounded , the third 
-doch'te implicate his ation, that the minde caty 
'not inrend anie thing , but where the enclinin 
ot -Gods wil] doth drawe him and moue him,a 
46 they who haue attained to this degree , doe 


;nothing of their proper will, leane nothing to 


- their owne diſpoficion, bur commiral to God. 
Bur whether haue the embracements of the 
Pee beloued 


c 
| 
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beloued rrantported me, that I haue made this di- 
preſſion for my hiſtorie, The bleſled ſoule of our 
brother Archangel, which cauled theſe, hath oc- 
cahioned this dilcourte : bur nowel will returne 
to my former narration, 


What courſe he kept in his Rudics , and 
with hoy mane wortifications he 
Vas exerciſed. 


'- | THE XIX, CHAPTER. 


, H E did neuer ſo follow hisftugies, that he 

would intermittthe time of prayer , or the 
exercileof the Communitie , much lefſe hegleR 
them, For he knewe , that he was fo to attend 
the profit of others, and the gaine of foules,thar 
without negleQing himſelfe he did not endome 
mage his owne foule . Therefore whether he 
were to apply himlelfe to reading, or to his ſtu- 
dies, he was wont to vie prayer before , and to 
dire a ſtreight fimple. holy intention to his 
lweete lelus, and allo to imploy the helpe and 
interceſſion of the bleſſed mother of God , and 
of his patron Saint Frauncis , All which good 
excrciles and holie cuſtomes when he was made 
prieſt, he negle&ed not, but rather being made 
. 4 ſuperiour againſt his will (as we will {bewe 
hereafter) he encreaſed them, and all other good 
yertues, bearing both the Joue and feare r> wr 
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faſtned in his heart. Hence itcameto paſſe, thy 
he lay proſtrate with his face on the ground verig 
often, when he was both to enter into the 
Church , and to poe for:h , devoutlye kiſf 
the earth wich bended knees , So did he wm 
others by his example, ro adore him thatrei 
neth 1n heauen, & humbled himſcife for vseuen 
wtihe earth. 

He did frequent the holie communion, 
with exceeding greate ardour and compuns 
ion of heart, allwayes making before a {+ 
cramentall confeſſion , and 7146, Tu himlelfe 
diligently from the leaſt corruption of his de 
fects, which che ſtritlie examined , Thus 
he did ( I ſay) with ſuch devotion , that 06+ 
ther being excited by his feruour, did take freſh 
courage to runne all ro the wiſhed goale . 
When he was young, he did ferue the Prieſt 
with ſo much reuerence ( for he had virginall 
beautie and grace allſo in his countenance, 
which did kindle deuotion 1n thole who be» 
held him ) that manie who were without 
the Chancel, were as much moued with his 
deuour manner of teruice, as with the glo- 
rious office of him that lacrificed . And by 
fuch deuour attendance at the Altar , Saint 
Bonauencure conteſſeth , that he obtained of 
God great treaſure ot graces . To lpeake of all 
gifts and prerogatiues of vertues, it would be 


roo long a dilcoutle, 


Marke 


& 
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Marke I pray you, and I will declare vnto 
you, wich how happie ſucceſle he proceeded, 
not if- we ſpeake accordinge to carnall ſenſe, 
but according to the ſpiritt , which mounterh 
to God by clittie and hard wayes , and coues 
tech againſt the fleſh, as the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Theſe chinges which thou dideſt both privat- 
lie and publiquelie ( o brother Atchangell ) 
were approued of all tro be good and prailes 
worthie, not falſe and farded ., But how? It 
furely for praile and applauſe due to thy me- 
ris, thou haoſt bitter mockings , reproches, 
ſcorne-full deribons, chicings , reproofes, bit= 
ter words pearcing even to the heart , 18 not 
this a werihie 7 condigne reward? No; it 
is too {mall., Let vs proceede on, Let vs fee 
what dilcipline thou wert commaunded 10 In- 
fit on thy, felfe, how manie crofles thou 
Waſt made to drawe wiih thy tongue vpon 
the pauement , how ofren a wooden gag was 
purt in thy mouth , and for what caule, I 
pray you? Peradnenture you were too full of 
pratling and babling? No , bur leaſt vaine glo- 
rie might creepe vpon you , becauſe you kept 
hlence better then others , But why is a diſh» 
clout like a vaile bound about your head be- 
fore {Your eyes ? They delerue it, who doe 
not {hut their wandering eyes , and doe not 
keepe them from vaine aſpets . Although 
thou $haſt chaiteyes ( for the dilciple bs not 
ue 
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aboue his maiſter) yer artthou to be vexed jg 
them. Sometime thy {uperiour or thy elder brg 
ther, ſtandeth by thee which ſerterh vpon the 
as it were with iniurious words, and as tho 
he were offended, reuileth thee and proclaimeth 
thee wholy vnprofitable for religion , purteth 
thee ro confuſion 6t face before al , and intirts 
terh that thou doeſt all things bur fainedly and 
diſlemblingly, It thou doeſt defire to fait, rhowan 
commanded to eate'and deuoure fo much, tha 
thou mailt be called a glntton and a rauenner. if 
thou doeſt intendto retreſh thy ſelfe, and feeds 
liberally vpon [ome folemne day, preſently thou 
ſhalt be commaunded to fold vp thy napkini 
W hennarure is oppreſſed with heauinefle, thou 
muſt preſentlie be commaunded co be merrie & 
cheretull: and if thou retoyceſt and cheereſt 
thy ſelfe at their commaundement, loe ſtraights 
wayes a ſuddainewhirle-winde rifeth , and dri 
neth thee from that (tate of minde.Doeſt thoures 
joyce in the health of bodie ? Tribulations and 
ſorrowes'prowevpon thee ſome other way, and 
beſet thee on everie {1dE;” That I may conteſle 4 
truth, I ſee the holy ghoſt , not onlydireing 
both the words and attions, both of the maiſtet 
and ſuperiours, butalſoinciting, fo thar nothing 
is wanting for the proofe and tryal of the fol- 
diours of Chriſt, why they may not inſtly vie 
thoſe words of the Prophere, Thou haſt laid tri- 
bulations on our backe ,and'thou haſt fert men 
vpon our heads, 
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Neicher is it needfull here , to hire a ſcolding 
neane to vexe his hart, and braine', with crying 
and ſcolding at him , that by ſuch exercile he 
might at length learne patience , for -ſurely the 
Cappucins giue occaſion of ſuch exerciſe to the 
onger fort, verie plentifully and withour cauſe 
br Chriſts ſakezthar by their ſufferings, they may! 
ſearne patience, by the example of Chriſt.Clima- 
cus ſaith. If rhou wilrclime tothe higheſt top of 
yertue, leeke a guide & a maiſter, whoſe name 18 
hard and rough , vnder whomthou mailt cont- 
nue drinking and digeſting dayly<chidings , and 
reproche. full mockings, as hony and milke : yea 
thinke thou haſt tuſtained great dommage that 
day, when thou haſt had no Fich aflitions, For 
as trees which are ſhaken by great windes, haue 
deepe rootes: ſo they who liue in obedience and 
are diverſly proved, poſleſſe vnſbaken and valiant 
hearts, Butperaduenture theſe ſeeme to be light 
and flight matters to the worldly man, yeaſeeme 
ablurd and ridiculons ? Notwithſtanding as he 
who hath gotten health by ſome bitter potion, 
doth not judge that it is therefore to be delpi- 
ted, becauſe it is made of ſome vile and common 
herbs: ſo muſt we thinke of thele trialls,- which 
leeme to be deſpiceable. A yong freſhnouice £o- 
ming hrſt ro the magazin ot his inſtrutour,won- 


dreth to what end al} thoſe inſtruments are, till 


he learne to prattiſe them. » 250 ſes 
In the beginning of my cotmerſion, T w 


much troubled at ſuch kind 6f exettiſes , ifs 
| much 


80 "THE LIFE OF THE REVER. FAThih 
much that Icould hardly forbeare to breakeay 
into thele words ſome-what malepertly, Icany 
hither to this end hoping for quietneſle & peacy 
after manie turmoiles in the world , and hetel 
find contituall crying. The Superiour is both the 
accuſer, anti the judge. The accuſed perſon ca 
haue no licenceto anſwere for himlſelfe, neithe 
can the innocent be heard , All that he doth is 
condemned. His diligence is puniſhed as well a 
his negligznce. VV hilewe are to rake our natw 
xall retection , we heare licle but raylings and 
cryes. Belides there are manie leuerities, and dif 
Ciplines. I had rather goe ſuppctleſle co bed, then 
come forth to the Cappucins chapter . I deſire 
therefore this only fauour ; that 1 may eare my 
portion in my cel, as I did for eight dayes before 
I was cloathed . It ſeemed to me a verie good 
propoſition, bur God knoweth and I, whac cots 
cluſionfollowed, to whom 1 give infinite thaw 
kes, For happie 18 hes, as Climacus laith , who 
thinketh huntelfe worthie at all howres of ig- 
nominie and vilifying , and who being charged 
with reproches, holdeth his peace here , for he 
{hall ceioice there, and ſhall be made equall to the | 
Angells; | 

Seethe mercie of God , he doth not only pu» 
niſh Ginners inceligion, but he maketh chem ich 
m good workes, and by this methode encrealeth 
their crowne , For by how much the labour 1s 
greacer, the crowne and reward 1s greater . Aad 
lo they bring forth tcuits worthie of cepentance, 


that 
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thatthey may gettſo much greatergaine _—_ 
workes by pennance, by how muoh they 
runne in greater —_— through finne, as Saint 
Gregorie faith . The Prophere fore-ſeeing this 
faid. We haue retoyced tor the dayes wherein 
thou did{t humble vs,& tor the yeares in which 
we ſawe-euill, thatis afliQtion, Andagaine: How 
manie-tribulations haſt thou ſhewed rome both 
manie and eml] , but thou being conuetted haſt 
quickned me, [t vexation doth atford this ro-the 
nocenr, whar dorh it to the innocent? O noble 
Archangel; whar profit haſt chou receiued out of 
fo mante vexations ? Great indulgence and re» 
ward 1s Gue c< voluntarie pennance, but much ra» 
ther to the patent (ſuffering of thoſe pennances 
and vexations, which are inflicted by orhers. 
We readean the liuesot the farhers', that a 
yong monke, by naridn'a Grecian ', hauthng too 
ſlipperie acongue, did often maniteſt the impa= 
tienae ofthis heart befote his brechren ,, whom 
che Abbot 'commucred to be chaſtiled and amens 
ded by the ſentours, They treated him fo, that 
they made him otren failing ipro this fraikae, 
goe without dinner and {upper to bed; He being 
dead appeared to the Abbor, and contefled, that 
. thale ktnge of vexations,' cauled him to obraine 8 
heauenly crowne, withoac feeling anie painevof 
purgatorie, Yherefore we cannot bur rehder this + 
ar co thee( 0: Archanget)vwho as a yong fhiraple 
mbe ,. watt allwayes 'meeke and chearefulh. 
Thou yalt ncuer- {cane to depart when thou 
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hadſt done thy pennance,bucthar humbly on thy 
knees, thou gidit bleſle God, as thy exerciſer and 
hingular benefatour, whois wiſe and will keepe 
his, that they may vnderſtand the wages of ow 
Lord, and his hidden wayes , Thelc things be 
vnſauorie to the wile of this world, they (eeme 
follies ro thoſe thar are falſely great, yerare t 
miniſtred to thelicle ones, who profes th:Goſ; 
Out of theie 1s taſted the hidden Manna, by which 
they-arepacihed inthe palate of the heart, bein 
ory obraine the hericage of the Lonnes 2 
inds of God. W bich being obtained, what 
can be kept from his inward and {ſecrete freindg? 
He ſpzaketh ro them thus [oan. 15. Now Iwill 
notcall you feruants, bur treinds , For. all thatl 
haue heard of my father, I haue made knowners 
youz Tothis honour was Archangelexalred, 
| | will now proceede to the reit of his life, 
which chough I defire to make perfect ,- and to 
omitrnothing of importance, yet Iam not abls 
to performe ic, becauſe he changed ofcen his ſits 
tions or places of dwelling , by order from out 
Superiours, and I have not had commodirie to 
conferre with the religious of all thoſe places 
with whom he conuerted , nor I haue wrote no» 
thing here, which either I \awe not myſelte , or 
did not vnderſtand by yerie good and maſt cre 
dible relation of other rel:gzous , whom 1 haue 
alyvayes ob{erucd tobe yerie paring inTteuealing 
the: yerruous qualiries: of theic brethren, as not 
making ſomuch cſeeme of them, So/happily the 
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ropre and inbred complacencie of men is quel- * 

ſeg , whentheyare not affected with tuck yaine 
glone - @ - 


Heis remoued from the Conuent of Bruges, 
becauſe his countric-men lay in vaite _ 


for him- 


\W/ E haue recited before one cauſe why Archatt- 

gel, by order of his Superiour,camenot with- 
out danger of his life from Bruges to our Con- 
uent. Nowe we will relate an other occabon, 
which will make way for the proſecuriotvofrhe 
relt of the narration, In this famous citie of Bru- 
, there is a Conuenr of Cappucins,”thow h 
vnholetomely firuated, yet molt conuenient 
a ſolitary quiet life, in which Archangel was pla- 
ced by his tuperiours, ſo rhathemighe the rathet 
giue himlelfe to pious exerciſes and | 
Which were his tttie delights'before he was & 
Preacher. W hile he thought all things were moſt 
quiet, a ſudden diſturbartton of bis reſt Irrmued. 
The Guardian- had notice from ſome cirizens, 
thar certaine Sooriſh-men who ſeemedto be men 
ot relolation and of hardie attemprs, did walke 
about the 'Crhuent, rooke a viewe of all; ant 
© ->/erued the countenance of the yonger brethren 
{though they kneye is —_— the py” 
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doe noriof ferr purpoſe caſt yp theireyes) wha 
uponthey gaue occafion co ſuſpeCt;ch 
ring extraordinarie affeQtion to Archangels 
(as grieving that he ſhould be depriued of by 
oalic tonne. and heice) concen uſo. thax, 
cotmrrie ſuſtained a great lofſe herein, w 
attefipt” ro take him by forte and cattid hin 
away . For auoidiny this inconuenience he wa 
ſooner ſent away thence to Lifle, which wa 
a place deſigned for (tydies ,! where he paſſed 
his courſe in PRUVlOpine, and afterward in D 
-nuwine, o Wn / 

'- The fame. atrempt was entetprifed by cer- 
taide Seotiſh: men at Antwerpe \before ;'; The 
.Cappucins haule being-clole to-rhe gate which 
15 roward Holland,gaue themoccahon ro thinks, 
ch@ hey might doe thar which they deſigned, 
(Werknowe nt allo to. be true, that certaine 
tſh-men; both in theſe parts and in Scotla 
aiade [their complaints-in the preſence of Pre 
-htes and Catholique Princes, that.-brother Av 
changel was a-Cappuctn ,: alleaging manie re# 
1ans; for the defence 'of their councrie- andthe 
faith thathe ſhould be periuaded to. beare at- 
men as Fa, :Archangel-the. Cappucin:Duke of 
Joyeuſe did 40 the. like; exigent .; But: God'did 
not ptrmitc-this ; for chat what: he; did nov in 
thatkinde being : "an vnexeacaled. :ſoldiour, 
he. ptrtormed- _ eſlAually by prayers u_ 
prot ateih; HE, 2A Inai:'T 

"> Neywidlndoglod tho roi afal comp 


+1 AROHANGELs:SCOTCHMAN 8p 
mon. -weakb-{eeme. to, be, negleted,, by the. 
loſſe of chis noble gentleman ,. let vs ſert downe 
what God wrought by other noble inſtruments, 
For at the ſame time , God tured vp the heart 
and {treng;h of his noble. ynkle, who ſpent bis 
life for- the Catholique faith. in defending, his 
countriez/W ho with a ſmall; number of Cathos, ' 
lique ſoldiours, like an other Judas Macchabgus, 
who truſted not. in his number of foldiouss-but 
11 God, put to flight valiantly his enemies which 
were hergtiques :; which viftories he gaintdaf- 
ren in diuerlq skirmiſhes, and in his lalk conflict 
with them he flewe manie, though his enemies 
were farre greater in number,.and.torced mane 
toyeeldtheralclues, tillar;the length the hors, 
of this, warlike, Prince iroken with a dilgaſe 
ſtood as ſtifle as a ſtake, and would por moug/Pne 
foote,,| Far; the horſe was.cnachaunted by a. cet- 
taine majde-ſeruantof a neighbour woman of 
this noble, yyacriour , - The, enemie, perceiving 
his ſtrange Rifnefle of horſe, lying before him 
C9: 47 farces againe.,. and t | 
vpon this aduantage beeing, offered rg; thei | 
by.che bewvirching of ,þis-horle..; Whergupan 
the Cathalique ſaldiours wete allo muck wour 
bled, and wanting their, Geoerall , hath 
a" ang dogg Sa A pate mn 
the bastle ., Theix Ge NIWas 5 enDYns 
nigecling of hamaniiaþ 


engmis, and-without a 
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they cruelly buccheres him, cutting off-þis kareas 
his lg Wappen ind her pans o{lebndig 
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left him halfe alive in-the field , whenthebatty 
was fought, Not vnhappie to him, iftheve bedus 
reſpe&@ had.of the gaine of his ſouls; whos 
fore he gaue vp the ghoſt; taking « goldenkty 
out of his bolome; with his hand which wil 
halfe cut off, delivered it to a friend of his,” with 
thele worde which heſpake imperfe&ly. Hereh 
the key of my chappel and oratorie , whichwa 
my great ſolace , Deliuor this to my'molt deats 
brother, and commend me to him, andre 
himrharin thathohie place he call for helpe trom 
God, and prepare himlelfe to'die nobly for thy 
truth, /- nd AT OE TERS I 120 
This nobleleaderin thisinſt warrewas the Mas 
quis Huntley, one of the brethren whieh-wely 
Nlaine for the defence of religion', anid'vnklew | 
Archangel, whom hedid'sMiſt alwaies by fervent 
prayer and voliintatic'aMidion of himmſelio, 6 
thar both folowed their vocation in'd” diner 
kind; the one in ſpirit; the echer in powerand ad 
mes:the one in filenee'and quiet retraiftofminde 
ſpraking to God, theorher in warlike'a&ts and 
valiant interpriſes: Therfore we are tot tothinke 
that the common pood'was hindred by the ab- 
fence of Archangel , bur rather profiioted after 
more effeuall manner; Neither wis it deſtirure 
of defenders , by occaſton'of hisentrie Into feli- 
n; for God prouight ſtificientdefendours,e- 
ling totherime MYhich/he hath deteftmined 
romides manifeſt his inftice in the Seariſh nation, 


ne 


-  \ARCHANGEL y, SCOTCHMANG $9 
tow hath- God prouided, lecing thatindman- 
nerall the Caiholiques were querthro 
cahon-of the lofle of this battaile , wherein rhe 
Gordons werelubdued2 Bug we muſtnoriud 
of che: vnhappineſle of che bartle' of Catholi 
byluch ouerthrowes , asthough irayvereaneve 
and ftrang thing, that, Chriſtians ;evienbyaying 
hauecarried the victorie,and haue taken theking- 
dome-of heauen by tuch violence, -ahd-fo.haye 

uelledrheir ejnmics.For we find by experience, 
: wi tuch bloodihed, doth yeceld/greatencreaſe;ic 
doth bring forth ten told morenableKhegvical 
perlonsin their place, ro fight againitthe enemid, 
So after'the dearh of Iudas Macchabeugsy whom 
the lewes did much lament,as thoughin knumnatte 


conſideration they were wholy ouerthrowne, 
yeticha that his death was more precious 


chen bis life, and ſtirred vp maniero..dis valiant- 
lie, fothat'the ſhedding of his blood}, idig:nor 
ſrike-arertour, but gaue Courage tomame 
raines of Uiracl, lucceeding oneatteranorher..'- 
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Of the conuerſion' of 4 certame noble Sror- þ 

. 2ich man to the faith: and of his pro-.. 
04101 to be a Prelates.., | » 
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the Cappucins at Anwerpe ,' and reader of 
vimue; affirmed for a truth to meandothertzwhy 
were vnder his goverment , when this brotha 
Archangel, and this farher remainea mi-the lame 
-©anuent ar Liſte together, where the yong bis 
thren:followed their ſtudies vnder a readerids 
purted for:them .'' Ir happened that rwo Scotiſh 
yongmen Tame thicher, one was of the ranked 
Counts; rhe orher of Barons , and: borh of them 
neare:to human kindred, 'burthe Count was nes 
xer. Roth of them came to fee brother Archang 
bged much'ro ſee, hauing heard 
hewas inithoſe parrs,and ſo hauing- obtained ale 
pr aA. FR theyfound him at Lifle, whet 
they cimetp the Cappucins Conuent; &enqui 
xing-after a Scotiſhman , were brought ro him 
whom chey:delired ro 1fce and conferrexithall,? 

*:: The Cbunt as fooneas he awe brother Ar- 
changol,fetback warg, being much aſtoniſhed & 
-trOhbled both in bodieand minde , Brother At 
Fonroingives vpasked of whar religion he 
was? when he anſwered a Proteſtant . Then ſaid 
Archangel youare abominable to ys. For,the Sa+ 
maritans had.not comerce or fellowſhip with the 
J ewerpuryoſing to vrge him with a ſhyrper que- 
ſtion, he being much moued thereac was by litle 
andlitle inſtruted more fully in the Catholique | 
faith, & wasadmitred to the #ites df Catholiques, 
and baptiſed vnder chdition with impnie geremo- 
nies, reconciled rothe® Church, W ho doth nor 
' Wonder at thil?. Who can'ſeazahr he ſedrer RA 
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of God? Two yong men-made a long journey tow 
gether, both of them camero the Cappucins gate 
ro geather,the one 1s receiued, the otherreiected. 
Theeternal word of truth hath ſaid it ſhould be 
ſo;Godbe mercifull ro the other, tharthe fearetul 
forlaking be nor fulfilled in him. 

Moreouer father Henrie did affivme,tharB. Ar- 
changel was of inuincible patience inſlacknefle & 
all aguerfities,and inwardly hadthe tpiritual ioye 
ofcontinuall hohe megiation and conreplation, 
No ma knowerh thele joyes, but thote who haue 
them,Heare the {ecrete of anauctour itJuminared, 
whar fruit there is byrthis comerce with-a ſoule 
weldiſpoted, He maketh often yittsrothe inter- 
nallmangand hath {weere conference! with him, 
wherenpe much peace tolioweth &tamihariry to 
be much woderedat,butnarable robe expre 

When father Archangelt-at his/fi6| crime was 
madeGaxdiancof Bruſlels.by the camaund: of his 
ſuperiour,he refuſed it with exceeding humubitie 
.and baſh-tulneſle. Fortuch a charge, was indeed 
verie contrarierohis natural dilpolitionand baſh- 
fulneſſe, which made him wiſh that he might 
pafſehis time'in reſt and vyoknowen, He laboured 
roexcuſe himſelteas wel as hecould , fignitying 
'that ho wastoo;yorg-forſuch a charge, and like- 
-waſe that he wanted experience, which was fee 
.quilce. ty fuch! a ſupcriour . Bur! he: could not 
'r:aſt:Gods ordinationy. yet he obrainedthatthe = 
yeare following beniehs be in ſome more le- 
crerg: and zeriged place then -neare:the CHnn 
ls ce 
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go THELIFE OF THE REVE. FATyxr. 
if he were to luſtainerhe-jike charge, Whey, 
upon he wz-nt ro Teneramund, where a Conuent 
was builc-by the almes ot _Spanith toldiours ing 
molt conuenicar place , which was walled 
with a pleaſant garden, and a molt clea:e tives 
which did ebbe and tlowe twice a day; and has 
trees and herbes verie neceflarie tor our loblte. 
nance. Toconclude, Irwas:a place verie/ftic tors 
religious retrai, and tor tlence and meditation, 
i which Fa. Archangell was much delighted 
There. was allo an other brooke which runuing 
through the. midle of this fituation ({ vponabe 
bridge ot which brooke we\ball vaderitand that 
ta, Archangel ended his lite the day ordained by 
God ) which doth ſeparate one garden froman 
other, which further garden was boughe bythe 
molt nable PrinceAlbert, ano giuen wn almes th 
the religious: for he thoughrithatthegardeniog- 
ning io the houle before, was noc large: eno 
for their neceſlaries , !/vyhcn: he was plealed 10 
viewe the monaſteric of Tenetamund. , and 
vouchlated by his pertonal prelence: to: vifze the 
yeligious, and to honour them much wiihicx 
ceeding humanitie , and: Vet1c rare in thoſe: of 
 hisranke. vob ore Ny Mes 01 
+ The rguerend fa, Clement a\Fl:mmingy: late 
Guardian of the Cappucins:ar' Bruilels 43 andirhe 
preferuer otthis Prouince,whoin the years 1160p. 
when'all-yhe ttare began-ro: orter an uticiwelt 
parc of Flanders , (bycealon of an outrthrowe | 
that the hereriques had guen the. Sn 
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ARCHANGEL,'SCOTCHMAN. 
re ſeruice in encouraging the people of 
Bruges, being much afrzidand amared vpon the 
vidtorie of the enemie, This fa. I tay told me,thar 
he earneſtly perſuaded Archangel, whoſe inward 
freind he was , that he would rake ſome 

occaſion to write verie reſpeQtully and dueitully, 
yer as forcibly and mouingly by good reaſons as 
he could, tothe moſt porent and preat Prince 

Fames, then kinge of Scotland, towhom he was 
joynedin neareneſle of blood, and whom he had 
attenced often in his youth , both in the Court 
and abroad in his htnting and {porr . Which he 
did ar hes requeſt, and lenthinralerter written in 
themother rongue,'wherem he ſhewed hoy ne- 
ceflatic the proteſſion of the Catholique faith 
was vato faluxion, and init he did difcouer the 
vannie of Proreſtants, and the odious vnlauori- 
nefle of the Puritans. The king at the lame time 
preteriding the crowne of England, which was 
fallen ro him by the death of Elizabeth, never 
made him anie reply. And Archangel did carneft- 
lie intreate this father, thar he wonld nor reveale 
0, leaſt by this meanes he might make knowne 
his noble birch , which he 01d defice'ro keepe 
ſecrete. 

' Fa, Archangel] finding great inward guſt and 
contenrment, 1n the diſcticeming 29d: deſpiſing 
of himlelfe, in his povertie; in his long baniſh- 
ment, in the'want of carnal comforr, and ablence 
of kindted:for the word of Chriſtcannot deceius 
v3, whohath proiled one handred fold recom- 
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pence to luch, not only inthe lite ro comeglun 
in this prelenc, did labourgut of meere aid moſt 
abundant loue aad charac, to make theafMlifted 
loule of his morher partaker- of this' {pirigyall 
banquet, and he vieth manie-meanes tocthis 
by which the wiledome of God doth aptly dile 
polethe \ e's his ele, He was mindtull bay 
his elder brother had lately liued in baviſhmeng 
andentred.the religion of the Cappiicins ,,and 
being a religious man, how he bad deal wih 
him by letters and other entercourle, tor to.be 
perfeQly conuerted to God, and hoxy he perlwar 
ded him to an auerhon trom all vajne camfany 
of whar creatures fo euer. Y hich that he "_ 
effeually doe,he counlailed him ro-haſten hi 
flight and departure from his countrie , that lag 
he might couragiouſly at irik paſſe by.rough 
waies, to come to the plaine and enen way, aud 
toa firme. and ſtrong, adhefion aug waion: with 
the arlt tountaine and beginning, tullaf all. de+ 
lighc and contentment. + omit 4 eh 
He was allo, mindtull, kew by the prowident 
andtaithtiull care of his mother he had beene' las 
rely delivered , God protetting hia from the 
wicked [nares, from che words ot lying, fromahe 
vniuſt and dehled rongye;' fram thelips of thoſe 
that worke lies, trom the hangs of thole, chat 
ſaughc hjs oyle, andirom the tharpe word gftur 
os WAgemens «And. therefore bis touje with 
fats forcgg,prailed-God, and being. moyed tg 
the vexrua gb Gratitude, he thoughth@raIFe 
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towards his mother, and to folow the example 
6f his brother , whom he had foimd'ts be a fa- 
ther to himin ſpirit, and ipiritnall proceedings, 
And that he might begirto give ſpiricuall com- 
fort to his deare mother, who liued as a deſolate 
matron in her countrie, he wrote confortable 
lerters'to her,andexhorted her to leckeafrer per- 
fetionof verttie;"'ro Which ſhe was verie well 

repare@and difpoſed; hauing raſtedfo much of 

the bitter cup 'of aMiRion, and'amonrg orhet 

things, he per{[waded her to folow both her ſon- 
nes, in abandoning hir countrie, 

Biithow can this be done, where are ſo manie 

it perſons of her kindred, who being iealous 

of het ;' watth otter 'her ? God will 'affiſt her de- 

nour defires, and will 'heare the prayer of herre- 

ligions ſoniie. Againſt God; neither {trengrb,nor 

crete; can preuaile, ' Let vs therefore behold thi 

profperons: arrivall of this marron. The day i 
not farre off when ſhe will be here,attended onl 
wich one handmaid, bringing a few Iewels and 

recioiis ſtones with her, It 1s reported that ſh& 

18 arrived in theſe parts, not withourſomecrafſe 

accidents, let her nor feare to come hither with 

the leave of ournoble Princes, ro make a happie 
entrie into this land, renowned for wealth and 
arthes,nor inferiout tothe moſt flouriſhing kings 

domes. Here doth-her only ſonne-expeR ee a 


my with much longing affetion of a dutifiill 
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T jc coming; of the mother of Archanzell ing 
'" the Lowe-rountries « lb 


T-HE XXIL CHAP. | | 
Owens the preatefull day.ariued, wherei 


N the ſonne received hrithis mother at Liſts, 
in the preſence ot his ſeniourbrechren, whombe 
entertained,not with anie outward pompe a 
feaſting banquets, bur in.preat exulcation, of the 
holie Ghoſt, wich great 1oy . At the hit they 
embfaced.onc the other, . and were not able to 
ſpeake for exceeding ioy. Atthelengrh, after this 
rauiſhment of ioy,they conferred together, and 
when they had ended their conterence , the rel 
10us men came toreioice wiihthis noble Dame 
zor her ſafe artiuall, and received her with all hos 
nour poſſiblethey could ape her, and aſſiſted het 
being exiled for Chfiſts Jake , and cheared het 
Wwithgood counſaile and comfort, and ſhewedall 
zokens of exceeding charitie rowargs her. How 
voy was {he , to ſec her fonne become of 2 
Proteltant,angarneſt enemie of al.brangling lets, 
and of an ignorant yong man, wha had learned 
no good letrers,to become learned without is 
fathers expences,and to havecbanged bis earth» 
ho Fm, territories:, m aber Prielt- 
thooa? Thee thinges made her forget all iorrows 
paſt, being jp, Sh in ioytull praiſe of 
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Before this meeting, as ſooneas ſhe came 1nto 


ww # this councrie (kindled wich fre of deuotion) ſhe 


fy 


went tothe firtt church which {te fawe,in which 
with great reverence on her knees, {te adored the 

bleſſed Sacrament, ſhedding many teares tor 10Ys 

There {hee powred forth her heart,in thakſgiing 
and other meditations, and-.continued in them 

wich great feruour and ipiritual guſt. In themeane 

while, her handmaide (of a good fanmlie) who 

attended her faithfully1in this voyage and banith- 

ment, being as yerrainted with theinfeQtion of 

the rehigion of the countrie , and to fpeake rhe 

truih, brought vp in herehe , and ſhortly to be 
gained to the church , was curious :to behold all 
thingesjn the church, and ob{crued all her ladies 
bebauiour and her ations: who when ſhe cid 
bowe her lelfe, and did reverence after the man« 
ner of Catholiques to the Images of SainQts, ſhe 
loakedabourher to.ſee it there were amie perions 
of quahne,to whom her Ladie did thisreueren«- 
ce. W henſbe lawe no bodie, ſheasked her La- 
dicand nnltrefle, ro whom ſte did vie that reve» 
rence? To thele noble pertonages(laith _ 
tinga. the Images of Saints. The maide ſmiled 
and laid .. Thete noble perions are:{carce well 
cloathed, tor me thinkes they are halfenaked. As 
ſhe looked about her on cuerie fide at lengrhſhe 
came neare ro 'S, Chriſtopher , art the ſight of 
whom ſhe was ſtroken ſuddenly with feare, and 
made him a verie lowe reuerence,, and. preſently 
made as much ipeed as ſhe could ro be gone 


of 
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ot the church,and there waited for her Ladj 
whom when {he asked her why ſhe made {ag 
haſt to be gone, ſbe laid . I wasafraidleaſtthy 
orear may which [ laywe,' would haue ftrokeme 
with tle great ſtatis on which he leanerh ; He 
Ladielanghr atthe {tupidfimplicitic of this youg 
wench, whoas [ {aid before, was ratherbr 
| vp in herehie, then intetted withir. 4 
' When this yong maice did after enquire. 
Fa, Archangel; what was meant by that gianthike 
Image ot St. Chrittopher , wading through the 
lea, Ihaniy gona ſtatte, and carrying a yongchuld 
vpon his backe, he treindly inſtrufed her w this 
manner . Although it be rrue , that St. Chriſty 
pher was of a goodly greart itarure, notwirkſtas 
ding becaule the torme of his foule was mud 
more eminent, and hat his fpirituall ſtarurewa 
eminentamong tholewholiuedat rhe fame time, 
itcame ro paſle that painters and grauers , why 
fiſt drewe his Image, didratherſecke to expreſle 
his eminent gifts of vettue wherein he did ex 
cced others , and did rather reprelent his noble 
mind, thenthe outward lineaments of his bodir, 
For the art of grauing and caruing, doth often 
expreſle by" (cercaine viſible fignes and hmbols, 
thar which is ſpiricuall andinuibble, thoughin 
Ptogreſle. of |\rime this fimbole  occationeth the 
fiction of manie fables, among ignorant perfons, 
as this particularly of Sr, Chniltopher, [Cherefore 
his grearnefie, fignifierh che greatneſle and ver- 
Tus of hjs mind, iu oucrcoming bruriſh vices,and 
"4 | leaning 
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leaning on che vertue of Chriſts croſle, which is 
figured by his {taffe, he paſledconfidentlythcough 
the maine fea of this world, which fovellech with 
the billowes of tentarions, and (o merited to tar- 
riethe child Iefus vpon his ſhoulders, notin his 
bodie, burin his minde, not outwardly , bur in- 
wardly and (pititually . He ſhewedtheeſfe&s of 
hisloue and zeale, in preaching Chriſt, ſo that he 
conuerted eight and forrie Soufand foules ra 
Chriſt, and to he bore Chriſtin his bodie, accor- 
ding to the ſpeech of the Apoſtle,they exhibired 
Chrilt in torme of a child, becaule Chritt is but a 
licle one in thole that are newly conuerted co thie 
faith, though he be the gouernour of the whole 
world, & therefore bearethin his hand the fhgure 
ot the wortd. He being prevented with the bene- 
&Qion of this child, did ſubdue all his enemies. 
This benediRtion is repreſenred by rwo hngers 
of rhis 1weerte and world-bearing child (the Sa- 
utour of the world) which are litted vp to giue a 
bleſſing. So [piricuall arte doth prefentthatto out 
vnder{tanding, vnder ſenſible hmboles & ſignes; 
which 1s/not dilpleaſfing co God and his Saints. 
For God appearing ro the Prophetes, repreſented 
himſelte by diuerle viſible ſignes, both inthe old 
and new teſtament. This maide gaue often occa« 
f1on of mirth when chey ſpake of this marter: but 
atrerward being conuerted, ſbe gaue God thankes 
for her deliverance from darkeneſle , all things 
cooperatingto the ele& for their good. 
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Fa. Archangel is placed at Antyerpe. His mg. 
ther foloved him thither, and what things 
happened to him there. 


THE XXUL CHAPTER. 


T7 A. Archangel haning finiſhed his courſe of 
L ſtudies art Hein Flanders, he was fentby his 
Superiour to Antwerpe, that he mighr bethere 
Vicar of the Conuent . For one cannot ſuſtains 
the whole charge alone. Burt where {ball che mo- 
ther remaine? Sh: will tolovy withour doubther | 
lonne, it opporcunicie permirr that ſhe mayre- 
ceiue rhe nouriſhment ot mind and fpirir from 
him, whom {he had begotten in bodie, and to 
whom ſhe had fo louingly miniſtred rhe now 
riſbment of her mothers milke 4 Goe on conf 
denrly (o matron) noblein pietie, in blood, and . 
inthy children, folow thy fonne ro Antvverpe: 
The benigairie of che cirizens doth inuice thee, 
yea the nobles are as tauourable and courteousto 
ſtrangers, as the citizens. Therefore feare not, 
bur thou {hall be welcome to them, and to vs 
who are your fonnes brethren. 
| As1oone as Fa. Guardian of this Conuent at 
Antwerpe, heard that the mother of his Vicat 
was neareat hand, he prepareth himfelfe ro re- 
ceiue this exiled matron of leſus Chriſt , andto 
giue her all manner of good comfort. This Fa, 
| | 


Guardians 
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Guardians name was Cornelius of Aecanate,well 
knowne to the Icalians, to the Loue-countrie 

men, to the Switzers, to the Germans, a manall 

fierie in performance of brotherly charitie, who 

for the loue of his Prince and of this countries 

went with an vadaunted courape to thole ſedi» 

tious ſouldiours 7 who had afewe yeares before 

artempred the Caltle of Hooſtrate, and with 

whom he ſo dealt, that by his words of zeale 

and feruour, he paciftied them aiid madechem ſub=- 

mitt themſelues to their Prince, Arwholeſpeech 

they were much inwardly moued, burthe oath 

they had giuen to their tellowes being abſent, 

held them in the rebellion ; yer did they {hewe 

all good reſpe& ro this religious man, by lup- 

plying him with all neceflaries, and bringinge 
him tafely on his way. This good Father ho- 

pedto have preuailed with themas he had done 

betore with thole [edirious loldiours at Watrem, 
whom he kept by hisſermons and exhortations 
in ſo good mllicarie dilcipline, as if he had beene 
their crve ſpiricuall father choſen by them. In 
time he ſo wonne their hearrs that rhey became 
molt peaceabl2, in ſo much that it was laid, that 
this comotion was not vnprofirable to the coun- 
trieand common weale, byrealonof theſe good 
leruices which the foldiours did at that rume. 
This good father was made afterward generall 
Commiſſarie of the Prouinces of Colen, which 
charge how wel he performed it is, needleflenow 
to recount, 

Ogg! But 


© 
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But to returne to our purpole.. This reverens 
father, commaunded ff yr were vnder his 
verment, that they ſhould doe all good ſervices 
for the comfortr of this noble matron , and he 
himſelfe gave ſo good example of all candour 
2nd pietie, that he did helpe her by all poſſble 
mcanes, and by a faithfullinterprerour, did maky 
a mo{t confortable exhortation to her, being now 
m afflition andexile for Chriftes ſake, to tha 
this ſecond meeting with her lonne, ſeemed to 
be motefolemnethen the firft. She was lo affee- 
ted at this, that for veriedilatation of heart, ſhe 
ſcemed ro hane forgotten her husbad, her dauph- 
ters, and all her muleriespaſt, beingreadie asat 
other Elizabeth, to gaine herkumg by her owne 
hands, ans the arte of her needle or diſtaffe: Nei 
ther did {he corne when {he lived at Antw 
{being commended to rich men) to take Almen: 
and whena marchartt ſent a peece of gold to her 
by his ſeruanrt , {he receiued it with her owne 
Hands, ſo humbly that manie wondered at this 
debaſing of her telte, who refuſed not to takean 
almes like a poore begger . At length the molt 
clement Princes hatting, commileration on hey, 
gaue her an honelt yearly penſion of the Catho- 
ious king for her maintainance :| who notwith- 
ſtanding tor her greater comfort, followed her 
fonne i Prom he was ſent by his Supe- 
riours in this Prouince, | 

HerelI muſt nor paſle in ſilence, what happe- 


med co Madame Margarete being at Antwerps, 
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who vpon Emozr W edaelday in Aduent, yas 
vp early co heare a folemne Mil, which was 
won: to be celebrated euerie y-ar2 in lome great 
churches,in m:marie of che toytul ridings, which 
were brough: trom h2auen to mankind, but elpe- 
cially ro che Ble(l. Virgin. In which morning fa- 
cifice, manie lights burning 1n a place made rs 
this end, where there was allo a lluely reoretens 
tation of pectons, farting to exprelle the marrer, 
and a doue as it were falling trom heauen, in the 
midſt of this moſt radiant and brighc light , that 
by thele outward ceremonies, the mindes and 
eyes of the beholders, might be lifred vpp with 
geuotion, in figne of a toyfull and reuerend me- 
mocie of fo great a beneht, done to vs by the in- 
finite goodneſle of God , Ac this ſolemnirie (I 
lay) this woman was preſent, (hewing much ioy- 
fulnefle and exulcation of heart, not accuſtomed 

to leeaniefuch thing in her countrie . She being 
wholy good her ſelte, and {ulpe&ing no emill, 

thought thac in ſuch an aliembly , there were 
none who would ſeeke that which was none of 
their ownein others purles. Bur when her purte 
was empuie (tor as yet ſhe had receiued nothing 

of her penſion graunted to her) and when the 
theeues could find no monie about her,they 

lay in waite for her mantle or ſhort cloake , 

Which was lined after the manner of the 
countrie with white skins , be-!peckled with 

blacke, which was taken from her ſhoulders in 
the' mid(t of the preſſe before ſhe was —_— 
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and they which tooke it, went ayyay cleanly with 
it without being knowne, When ſhe perceived 
that ſhe had loſt it, ſhe was ſo farre from complii. 
ning of this/misfortune, that ſhe rather (miled « 
It a5 an other S. Elizabeth, 

Her {onneand his brethren the Cappucins,ha. 
wing compaſſion on her, commended her nece{- 
ſaties ro God and to the B. Virgin, and it happe 
ned that thelame evening, thele facrilegious per. 
fons being inwardly prickedin c6ſcience, brought 
backe this cloake cothe matron, & inſtarly with» 
drewe chiſejues,thar they might not be knowne, 
W hich kind of reſtitution from theſe ſort of men, 
was much wondered at. Therefore S. Peter doth 
wellexhort vs, to truſt in God and not in out 
felues, becauſe he hath care of vs.Why ſaith Chril 
are ye carefu]l of your garments? God giueth to 
a] aboundantly and vpbraideth none, and that 
both in ſpiritual things appertaining to the ſoule, 
and in corporall things neceſſaxie for our life, 
For all things comefrom him, and God hath no 
{mall care of his ſeruants, as it is euident in this 
exiled womanthe Lagie Margarete, and in het 
hand-maide, to whom he gaue abilitie to learne 
the Dutch tongue immediatly after her conuer- 
fion, that ſhe|might be fit to be received among 
the religions ſiſters of S.Brigit, and gaue herfuch 
ace and courage to enter into this ſtate of life, 
naatno man could diſſuade her fromir. 


The 
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The hand maiae of the Ladie Margarete , be= 
cometh a acuote to Goa, of the order of Satng 
Brizit . What haopened to the ſpouſe of Ar= 
change!, left for Gods ſake. 


The XXIV. CHAP. 


He maide-leruant, who wasthe onlyeom- 
—_ to the Ladie Margarete in all her 
» & tourney, and bore part of her labours and afflic- 
, & tions, and nowe wasa comfort to her in ſerving 
| & for an interpreter to vnderitand the language, 
| 
| 


will nowe forſake her, W hat will Archangell her 
{onne doe in this caſe ? Will he hinder the good 
Capt of this Virgin to giue contentmeng te 
is mother? God forbid, that the loue of a ma» 
ther, bepreferred before Gods ordination .. Yea 
rather he encouraged the virgin to goe forward 
in her good purpole, and ſtrengthned his mo= 
ther to be obedient to the will at God, and of 
her maide-feruant in this caſe. Honourable is this 
torlaking of her Miſtreſle , to ſerue God conti» 
aually among che holie {liſters ot S, Brigit, who 
were of {o good fame at Teneramund . There 
{he entredand liueth yer. In this we ſee her Mile 
treſle Wholy reſigned ro the will of God for 
[weete Teſus ſake, though lenle and ſenſual aftec- 
tion did much ſway her to the contrarie. 
This virgin as (I (aid before ) was rather by 
Ggg 4 educa- 
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education and out of ignorance an heretique,then 
by anie obliquiric and peruerleneſſe of will ( for 
which cauſe her miſtreſſe brovght her our of 
Scotland) ſo that by the good inſtruQions of 
Archangell , and conuerſation of good people, 
ſhe was ſochaunged in a ſhorc time , that ſheabs 
Horred the ſet ot Proteſtants , and receiued into 
the church (according ro the cuſtome) by the c& 
remonies of |baptiſme , ſhe proceeded even to 
the rop of trye Chriſtian perteion. I haue viſt 
ted at conuenienr' rimes this religious virgin, 
with che leaug of my Superiour and mother Ab- 
beſſe, and have had conference of edihication 
with her. I thought likewile and hoped not in 
vaine, that I might be informed of her in ſome 
marters to my purpoſe which either I knewe nor, 
or had forgotten, Therefore when t came ro the 
monaſterie at Teneramund, after 1had obtained 
leaue to {peake with her, the vaile by a fingular 
priuledge was remoired , which coucrerh the 
windowe of theſpeaking place. As ſoone as ſhe 
heard me, ſhe remembred my voice, ſince rhar [ 
had ſpeech with her when ſhe dwelt with her La- 
die and Miſtrefſe. W hen Irold her that I did en- 
tend co write the hiſtorie of Archangels life, ſhe 
and her religious ſiſters reioyced nor alicle,who 
euer much honoured him being well knowne 
to him, and obtained by earneſt entrearie his 
Cappucins Beades /, W hereupon taking a litle 
time of reſpic ,| ſhe reciced tro me all thinges 
12 order vecic {hamfaſtlic and modeltly, wp 
ODS” T1 - Sir aus 
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I haue digeſted in their places , whereof ſome 
ſhe had heard ofcen repeated by her Lady and 
Miſtrefle, and ſome other ſhe had ſeene with her 
owne eyes. W hen Iheard this delivered ro me, 
1 had in companie with me, father Adrian a 
Prieſt of Ganr, who was a faithfull wirneſle of 
this, and Cid helpe me afterward in remembring 
that which was related, 

At my tare-well , I praid the Virgin, that 
ſhe ſhould endeuour to call ro minde , if ſhe 
ojd yer remember anie thing worthie ro be 
noted concerning Archangell , whether itwere 
done before he lefr his countrie , or fince. 
She being alſo asked of me, whether ſhe liued 
chere content, hauing no acquainrance nor any 
{reind to viſit her , he anlwered ſhe was vn- 
worthie of the good companie of her religious 
liſters, and thar all other- companie vas 1rke- 
ſome ro her , For better aſſurance and credit 
of her relation , ſhe alleaged a fairhfull wir 
neſle Maiſter Alexander Citton a Scotiſh man, 
exiled for his religion , who had hiued long in 
this countrie, and was able of his owne know- 
ledge ro confirme all that ſhe had ſaid for a 
truth : With whom I haue had often and le- 
rious ſpeech , concerninge this matter , and 
he did conhdentlie auvouch , that the life of 
Archangell was like the life of Saint Alexius 
in. mamie thinges , in forlakinge his coun- 
rrie , in his lacke of meate and drinke, in his 


deltrefles, labours, pouertic , nakednedle, trauaile 
mt = 
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{poule, 

I {\uppole nowe the reader doth long ſince de- 
lire to knovw, what became ot his deſolace{poule, 
and what courſe ſhe takerh in the ablence of her 
husband, and whiles he prayeth vncetlantly for 
her, whether ſhe be endued with light in her vn- 
deritanding , | and taketh courage accordingly, 
How gracious and mercifull is God ! This mat- 
den being eſpouted , or rather promiſed ro Tohn 
Forbeſe, ar wrriinrs yeares of age, was brought 
vpand ſtrongly imbued from her intancie with 
berehe, yet not long time after folowinge the 
councell of hex ooulh, after that dolefull tepara- 
tion, was conuerted tothe Catholique faith, and 
ſecretely reconciled to the Catholique church, 
by che meanes of the foreſaid deuout father of 
the locietie of Jeſus, and was ſtrengthenedand 
conhrmed by the Sacraments of the church, O 
how ofien (1er ſpouſe being ablent from her)did 
{hecommend her ſouteto Almightie God,ro the 
Blet{cd Virgm,|and S:, Francis, praying that the 
cortuption of tht nation, might haue no power 
to ſeaze ypon het! His prayers hee offered to God 
in theſe and the like wordes. | 

O moſt iweere. lelus, louer of mankind, au- 
thour and infaſer of all chalt and pure councell, 
heare the prayer of thy faithfull exiled feruant, 
and receiue graciouſly my humblepetition. Let 


- : 


reares _ downe my cheekes moue thee, 
let ſighs fm the botrome of my heart rake place 
| [| wit 


ro foraine countries, and elpecially in leauing hig } 
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| with thee . The prayers of the humble and litle 
ones, haue cuer beene plealing ro thee, who 
doeſt ditpole of them {weetly accordingro time 
and place. Behold the voice ot her {poule is heard 
in heauen, and {beprayed for her lelte, in per- 
filtinge in pious workes, and obeying her in- 
ſtrucour , 

It was decreed in the confiſtorie of the moſt 
BI. Trinitie, thatthe beloued louleof this virgin 
(bould leaue herchaſt bodie, and be taken from 
it by the minilterie of Angels, and to be rewarded 
with eternall bliſſe, on the ditmall and prefixed 
day of the departure of her belt beloued. Soc ſhe 
ended herliteafrer two yeares had patied, fince 
her husbands forlaking ot his countne , whom 
withina few yearesafter, Archangel and his mo» 
ther will folow, In this ſhort time of her conuer= 
hon, Archangels ſponſe gained her filter , who 
abandoning her natiue {oile, went to Rome, 
where as yet ſhe liuverh , giuing her ſelte ro 
Catholique devotion, till ir ſhall pleaſe God 
to call her to him, and ioyne herwith this ble(- 
led companie. 


The death of the mother of B. Archangel aud 
the conitancie of both of them therin. 


THE XXV, CHAP. 


W Hois there now if he marke wel, how ſweets 
© licandpowerfullic, aud by how coouement 
meanes, 
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meanes , God hath wroughrt the ſaluation of 
thele his eles, by drawing then ro him one af+ 
rer an other moſt graciouſly, bur will reioyce in 
ſpirit with Chriſt, and ſay. I confeſſe to thee & 
father Lord of heauen and earth, becaule thou 
haſt hid cheſe thinges from the wile and prudent, 
and halt reucaled themtolitle ones ; yea Father 
for ſoe hath it well plealed thee. In this truly ap- 
peared the bountie & goodneſle of our Sauiour; 
Wherefore not without caule was the voice of 
rejoycing heard in the tabernacle of the iuſt, bur 
Ipecially in the tabernacle of che! minde of the 
Ladie Mrgarete, who lecing theſe greate wot- 


. kes of God in her two ſonnes , and other per- | 


ons before mentioned, being nowe poleſled of 
her delires, did begin with iuſt Simeon to fing, 
Lord noW lett thy ſeruant depart in peace, becauſe 
mine eyes baue ſeene thy ſaluation . I deſire to be 
diſſolned avd to \be pub thee, Lett my combate be 
ended. I bane fought a good combate, I haue fins 


hed my courſe, 1| baue kept the faith, For now ſhe 


began to be ſicke, and verie grieuouſlie in the 
iwdpgement of the Phiſitans. Now therefore 0 
God mightie Crearour, who doelt giue lite to 
mortall men, and cakett it from them when thou 
wilt. Thou doel(t take that ſpirit againe which 
thou gaueſt. Thou doeſt rake away their ſpirirr 
and they faile and returne into their duſt , not 
that thou doeſt bring in corruption or Geath, 
of which ( o fountaine of life) thou canft nag 
be the authour, for God did not make - 

| _ but 
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hurt thou leafreſt mans bodie to his owne na- 
ture, Which like water nor kept within its ban« 
kes, falleth vpon the earth and periſteth . For 
even as a torch-light is nouriſhed by the waxe 
of which ic is made, if ir be turned downeward, 
is prelentlie extinguiſhed , becauſe the waxe 
meiterh and waſteth away too faſt not without 
crackling of the flames : Soe ſurely the creature 
is held in the hands of the Creatour, either 
right thar it may live , or turned downe-ward 
that it may periſh. 

Now o moſt mightie Creatout, who haſt ſett 
the bound of euerie one which cannot be paſled,if 
it be decreed by thee to pur an end to the life of 
thy ſeruant Margarete,and a litleafter to herſon- 
nes life, bleſſed bethy will which1s hole , well 
pleaſing, gnd perfe&t , which we beleech to en- 
cline in mercie to thy faithfull ſervant Marga- 
rete, O {ſweet Teſus our Saviour, behold the tra» 
vailes of thy exiled ſeruant, which ſhe hath ſuſtat» 
ned ſtoutly for thy bleſſed name, and for thefaith 
of thy church, O holy ſpirit comfort her, thou 
that art the {trengih ofthe weake, O moſt B,Tii« 
nitie helpe her, becaule thou doeſt now begin to 
lay vpon her ſickneſfle and infirmities, vnlefle by 
thisaMiQting her thoudoeſt meane to viſire ber, 
and inuxe her lovingly to thy kingdome, to 
the rewardes which thou haſt promiled and 
eternal] retribution , She wanteth (o Lord) 
the comfort of her only fonne, whom ſhe 
followed at the firſt even to Teneramund , 

nor 
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not {o much for her naturall motherlycomforty 

ſpiticuall food of her toule, both by good inſtrue. 

tions and by Sacramentall Confeſſions (her ſonne 

hauing licece to miniſter to her becaule ſhe could 

not hnoe a | Prieſt who vnderſtood the Scotifh 

rongie,neither could ſhe Ipeake Dutch.) But he ? 
lonne leeing] that his mother was well aduancet 

. In ſpiricuall|lite , and having found an Engliſh 

Prie!t which lived at Aniwerpe,, of whom ſhe 

mightrecciue the Sacrament of pennance , be- 

van by Ile |and licle for her berter perfeQion, 

to with-drawe-himlelfe from her, and at 

length ccalt\ywith herto goeto Antwerpe , tha 
ſhe might wholy want his preſence, and learne 

to be cotrent in enioying thee only o God, 

Aſſiit her now( © Loro)chou knoweſt how wil | 
lingl'y the obeyed her fonne, and ygith how 
greate conſtancie ſhe permitted her felfe ro 6s 
part from him, « 

After her departure from her ſonne ſhe was 
alwayes {i:kly and weake, hauing made lo ablo- 
lure reſignation but the grewe & encrealed much 
in ſpirit, Her dilcale groweth more and more, 
dayly her itrepgth failerh her , ſhe prayeth with 
eroancs of deſ1-e, O let mereft and ſleepe in peace. 
. Taole who aſſilt her, an{wer . Reit in our Lord 
taithtull and holie marron. She laith, I rett will- 
ingly, bu: one thing 1 will aske of God, that my 
beloued ſonne Archangel, may be ſhortly with 
me, and may recouer the revard of his fidelitie, 
and his labours in the kingdome of o_ wn | 
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haueſent before mee my eldelt fonne, who was 2 
ſoldiour leruing vnder the banner of the Crolle in 
the Cappucins order of S, Francis, hauing obtai- 
ned thole beauenly rewards, andI dehre my bo. 
die may be enterred by his bodie , which is to be 
glorified, and lieth nowe buried mn Gaunt, in the 
church of the Cappucins. Doubt nor, © pious 
Dame, but thy will ſball be herein fulhlled: as ir 
WAS. 

[t is evident by the teſtimonig of M. Alexan- 
der Caſton a Scotiſh man, thar the Ladie Marga= 
rere forerold the day of her death {1x weekes be- 
fore, in thele or the like wordes. O Alexander, 
my moſt fait hfullfriend and countriman, on ſuch 
a day (which was the feaſt of the c— 
I ſhall leave this worldand goe ro God, my m6 
pure beginning, whom I haue wiſbedfor, whom. 
I hauc loued, ro whom though I have done litle 
leruice , yer I haue Joued with {incereaffeftion, 


| When therime of her departure drewe an, Alex« 


ander asked her,if ſhe oid deſire that her lonne 
{ſhould be lent tor ro her from Teneramund ( for 
there he was Superiour , and ſhe lay licke at An- 
twerpe) ſhe anlwered , that ſhe was willing to 
want her tonne, to the end that ſhe might more 
1991 hom more inwardlie emoy God, without, 
anie thing berweene God and her, and withour 
anie impediment , This vas a maniteſt ſ1gne of 
her ſanQirie and perfeCtion:bur faith ſhe.Require 
my ſonne from me, as opportunitie ſerueth, to 
glue thaykes to the molt clement Tous 
| 1991-7 V 
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their charitie to me,and their penſion which 
procured me from the Catholique king, 

Therefore after {he had receiued the bleſſed 
Sacrament, andextreme vnRion, her molt pure 
ſpiric went to heauen. And becauſe ſhe was wil- 
Img to want! that humane conſolation , which 
ihe in motherly aftetion had by her tonne, 1 
doubt not bur by this abnegation,ſhe receiued an 
hundred fold, according to the promile of our 
Saviour; both in this lite, it her body, and now 
In her ſoule , When fa. Arechangell vnderſtogd 
this by taithfull meſſengers, he vas fo farre from 
being moved with torrowe, or anic humane pats 
ſ*0n, thar he rather gaue infiite thankes ro God, 
that he had giuen her ſuch courage, thar ſhe caus 
{ed others $0 admire her vertue , in this conflic 
which {he had with geath. Ic is che priviledge of 
a {pirituall man, thatno accident whatſoeuer can 
make him {ad,nor dearth ir (elte.For no aduerhtie 
hurreth, whereno iniquitie þeareth [iyay, Death 
it (elfe 18 an enrranceto the 1uſt ro heauen, which 
way made thefeete of this deuoure loule Itand in 


thy courts o Hierulalem , © citie to be enquired * 


our of vs, Therefore father Archangelt vpon tis 
dings of his mothers departure, brake our into 


thele words. Ireioyced in that which was ſaid to | 


me , we will goe into the houſe of our Lord, 
Shall I {ſhortly follow my deare mother ? what 
can be more gratefull ro me ! O happie paſlage 
our,of this world to heauen ! o happie focietie! 
0 fdrgeifulne of all euilis! o ſhore rime , it that 


ſhoct. 
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ſhort time be yer remaining , how long will ic 
ſeeme to me ! In the meane while (omott deare 
mother) I will doe the office of a tairhfull reli= 
jous lonne. I willnot be wanting to you inthe 
powerfull tacrihces and tuffragesot my brethireng 
according to the laudable manner of our order, + 
to expretſe all due fignification of a grarefull 
minde . Yee have teene 0 Burgelles of Anewerpe 
and Teneramund, this womans pious and ver- 
tuous conueriation, Fray theteforefor herlweers 
and eternall reit, 


of how great expectation Archangel was,andt 
bv vavilling to take anie charge of ſuperid- 
rulze, and hiv humblc he Was inthe 


THE XXVI. CHAP; 


N the meane while (0 Archangel) prepare thy. 
[ lelfe ro atpecdie pailage, out of rhis world ro, 
the eternall facher, who hath alceacte taken thy: 
mother and thy brother , in'o eccrnall rabernas 
cles. For what will God denie to his faithfull 
leruant, who hach begged of him in the orhec 
lite, thac ſhe might preiently entay thy compa» 
nie? W herupoa | leeme to, heare thy religious 
brethren, maurningand breaking into words,of 
griete and lorowe, Shall we (tay they) be deptty, 
ued of fo deare and well deſeruing a tather , and 
molt tweete Brothes ? Alas ſhall the order leeſe 
| Hhh fuch 
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ſuch a ſtay andeomfort? Shall the glorie of youth 
j&le in the midſt of his courſe? Bur thy beloued 
foule was pleaſing to Chriſt, and was full of wiſe 
dome , and the age of awile perſon, is not meas 
fared by the number of yeares, Ir is 2 joyful 
thing to call ro minde, how he-did cuerie where 
ſhinein example ro his brethren, in fingularpro« 
bitis,.and maturitie of life and manners, which 
was tempered with alvveete grauitie , how pea 
ctable, ſobre; modeſt, and chaſthe was, and how: 
iparing in his diet. For he being a rigid oblerues 
of monaltica}l diſcipline , had irreconcilcable 
warre with bellie cheare , being molt humblein 
all his wordesandactions. ; 
Fos though he wasexaltedto the funttion ofa 
Preacher, &/burdenſome honour of 2 Superiour, 
even while he was yong, yet didnort thele things 
(which ofcerrcauſe tome |welling and tickling of 
pride m that ags)any vwhitaler him, yea he was 
the ſatne man , not leefing one inch of his fore 
mer {ubmiſneſſe, bur rather kepr thar decencid 
befitting him, Without ante ontyward |taine 2 in 
lo uk that the ancient fathers of the order, 
much moued by his caniage , chote him for Dif- 
fmirour or one'of rhe foure: counlailours, who 
are joyned with the Proutriciall for the go- 
uernment of the" religious of the Prouince , In 
which place he behaned himlelfe ſo, that he cau- 


ſed manie'ro hope that he ſhould be Provincial 
Ma ſhortrime, and a man worthie of that charge. 
Yea the verie revtercnd Fa. Archangel of Arimi- 

$4 has num, 
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num, 4 moſt graue man,and one who had deſer- 
wed exceedingly well of our order, hauing beene 
manie yeares Procuratour generall for the order 
in the Court of Rome, as alſo Diffinitour in the 
generall Chapter, who moreouer wasſent Com- 
miffarie and generall Vititour, ro manie Prouin- 
ces on this ſidethe Alpes and beyond, thoughrir 
verie expedient that he ſhould be Tent inro on 
[arid and Bricannie to preach, as another Apoltle 
of Euangelicall ruth, by an Indult from the Sea 
Apoſtolique, Thisreuerend Father when he did 
viſit the Prouinces of the Lowe-countries ; had 
ſecretely determined this milsion of. Archangel, 
as the Reuerend Fa. Francis an Iriſh man borne, 
. well knownefor his lufficientie both in Schola- 
[tical and myltical dioinitie,lately geherall Com- 
miſſarie of the Prouiiice of Colen, who much 
teſpeed our Archangel, told me . Bur God cal> 
Jing him to Hiintelfe, prevetited his miſſion inco 
Britannie , | | 
Here 1 may, firly ſhewe by occaſion of his ad- 
vancement ro lupetioritie, tharthis was one of 
the greateſt inward afflitions which he had), at 
Jealt in his eſtimation, that he was promored 
being yet yong tothe dignitie of Prieſthood, and 
afterward by vertue of obedience, to ſupertoritie, 
Whereas thele promotions and titles of honour 
were much conrtrarie to his humilitie, which was 
nacurally inbred in him , and augmented by bis 
owne induſtrie. For who doth nor fee by the for- 
tner diſcourte of his life , that he was trulypoore 
| Hhbh2 in 
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In ſpicit. Yet when as it is not layyfull to refiſtthe 
ſecrete prouidence of God, and his Superiours 
ordinance, he did violently force himlelte, and 
execured diligently the charge vadertaken, and 
inyardly fought againſt rhole honours , which 
were outwardly giuen ro him, which he had 
done a while before againſt the diſeſteeming and 
dilpifing of others . In both thele combares he 
ſhewed himſelſe verie dexterous , both in pas 
ticnily and cheerefully accepring debaſements, 
and in ac:tributing thole honours not done to 
him|butro Cod, by making 4 vigorous and wiſe 
reflexion on the excellencie of God. 

Both thele vertues are hard to attaine, it fee- 
meth more caſic and plealing rocommaund, then 
ro be commajinded,to enioyne pennance,than to 
take it, to be {erred of others,then to lerue 0+ 
thers . Butfa, Archangel was otherwiſe minded 
wes haye ſeene him often when he was to 
forbid anie thing, or to commaund his bre- 
thren who were lubietro him, exerciſing his au- 
thoruie ny wondertull reucrence ny mode- 
ſti, | For he id beſeech the elter according-to 
th: counſel of St, Paul as fathers, where in he 
wed the ingenuicie of his noble nature , But 
When na eat dilcipline was to be obſerued 
ſtrickrly (for without exexcile of {harpeneſle the 
edgc of ii ways growe blunt) he was more grie- 
9, 1 himiclie when pennance was to be impo- 
ſed vpon others, then the delinquenrs or often- 
dours, euer mixing and tempering the oile of 
| img ICIE 
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mercie with the wine of iuſtice. If at anie time 
anie great puniſhment were to be inflited , he 
would take part of the pennance vpon himſelfe, 
asthough it were ſome great matter of gaine,aud 
ſo did he heape vp to himlelte, greater merit by 
this newe way , wherein God direted him', 1 
meane in this manner of exerciſing others , then 
he did before when he was exerciſed by others, 

He was alwajes more willing to doe aniething 
of labour with his owne hands, then r&@ hane 
commaunded others ro haue done ir, if it had 
beene lawfull ſo to haue done. He yyas ordina- 
rily the firſt and the laſt in the common exerciles 
of his brethren , eſpecially in thoſe which were 
bale and vile, and wharloeuer he had done when 
he was a ſimple clerke , he did not forbeare to 
doe nowe, He wasdiligent in viſiting the ficke, 
andcomforting them moſt [weerly, and inpro- 
viding verie affe&ionartely, all neceſſaries for 
them, He was not wanting todoe bale officesin 
tweeping and making cleanetheir chambers,and 
waſbing and emptying thole vncleane veſſels, 
which be vſefull for ſicke perſons, He leemedro 
haue that ſaying of St. Francis, deepely imprin» 
ted in his mind , which he doth inculcare in his 
rule. If a mother doth nouriſh and loue her car- 
nall ſonne , how much more ought one ro loue 
and nouriſh his ſpirituall brother. If anie fall ſick, 
thereſt oughrto lerue him, as they would them- 
ſelues be ſerved in the likeneceſſicie,So 1s the au- 
iterjrie of pouertie mitigared by remembrance of 
Hhh 3 Mu- 
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mutuall brotherly loue, whereby they know 
Fhat they ate to be cheriſhed , and (ſo taking cow 
rage are content with aduerſitie, 

He kept nothing to himlelte; If anie had aske 
his garment, or his cloake of him by che leaſtin- 
rimation, he preſently would (trippe himſelfe and 
giuent him as I have ſcene, alchough the change 
were made to his loſle, So in other marrters, if 
be didperceiue that an other mans things went 
worle then his, he yyas readie (obleruing an hb- 
nelt decencie) to depriue himlelte of his torthen 
benefir. Neither did this Euangelicall perion, ob- 
derue the precept of Cato, Keepe thine owne. He 
{ett his heart vpon nothing, he did abandon co 
uetoulneſſe, he did pofleile all things in coms 
moſt, he had a ſpeciall care to beſtowe vpon & 
thers what was in his power, choofingratherab 
wales to giue , elpecially of ſpirituall gifts giuen 
by God to him, with which when he was richly 
furniſhed, there was-none moie mecke , more 
milde, more affable then he, ſo that anie way an 
other might be gained ro Chriſt, or be holpen in 
anic honeſt/and neceſlarie attaire, 

_ Howe pure his handswere, and how full of 

dd workes, how well they were ſoftned wich 

the ole of mercie,| which were prepared euerie 

Gay to offer vp the holie and mateltical lacribce 
to God the| tather for the quicke and the dead, 
how inceflantly almoſt were they lifted to God, 

how laborious were they in profitable employ- 
mens, conſtan; in 4 true confidence , how wel 
| entoL- 
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.and attention, and kindled or ratherinflamed-by 
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enformed to intercede for thoſe that are of the 
houle-hold of faith. To conclude , they were fp 
plentifully watered with celeftiall dere, that 
they did not only releiue him, bur orhers. Hence 
was it, that he celebrated Maſle with (o great at- 
tention of minde, and lo reuerent outward deuo- 
tion, thar he was as it were futpended from him 
lelte in a holie kind of rauithmenr,and both hearr * 


and fleſh did reioice in the liuing God , There 


was none Which did not defire much to ſerve 
him when hewas tacrificing,and ro communicate 
at his hands, hoping that . dulneſle & drow- 
linefſe could not bur be wakened by his feruour 


his Colloquie with God, which was (o pure and 
all on fire. 

There was no ſmall contentment ro behold 
his angelicall countenance , his delicate bodje, 
walted wiih long ab(tinenceand faſting, which 
was nothing but skineand bones, and leemed 26 
approach neare to a [pirituall lubitance. He ther 
fore was luch a Prielt as St. Gregorie requireth, 
that is a ſtone of lalr, ſert before bealts which 


-they are to licke and to be fatnedtherby. He had 


{o much care what he might lay to euerie one,6C 
how he might admoniſh chem, thar wholoeuer 


keprcompanie with him,did profit much by him, 


and was lealoned With a feruour of erernall life, 
by the touching as it were of this (alt, 
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How fi. Archangel vas adorned with the gif 
of the holy Gho#, an4 of other vertues, 


THE XXVII..CHAP. 


Hoſoeyer ſhall diligently confider with him 
* felfe, {ball hknde that he was enriched with 
the ſcaueniold operation of the| holie Ghoſt, or 
with the gifts thereof, by alcending all tne de- 
grees, and hikewile with theſeighr beatitudesacs 
cording to St. Auguſtine , and to have atrained 
other vertues in no {mal] meaſure. And to beg! 
with the gitt of the feare of God (which is the be 
ginning of wiledome) how poore became heih 
{piritwhen he celpitedearthly things, and rram- 
pled vpon the pompe and glorie of the world? 
Yerthis did nor occaſion anie Iwelling of pride, 
for he thought moſt bUlely of himlelte, and did 
caſt himlelie downe profoundly in conſideration 
of himſclte; which he eſteemed as nothing . He 
did obey all for God, Tubmitt himleltero others, 
and conrinue in true humilitie, & childlike feare. 
For the gift ot pierie,it is vaine new (o repeate 
here how milde and mecke he was . For the gift 
ot ſcience his often tricklinggeares, his deepe of- 
ten fights and groancs for Ny rime loſt , and the 
, negle& of the molt ſoueraigne good, may luffi- 
cicntly demoſtrate it ro vs . For the gift of forti- 
tude, what force and violence did he norvieto- 
wards huniclte, that he might withdrawe por 
vals 
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felfe from tholſethings, with which he was en- 
tangled by the peſtilent ſweernefle of them; and 
likewile might refit couragiorſly all ewll mo» 
tions and ſuggeltions? To pertorme this the bet= 
ter, he had the gitt of counfell infuſed in him, 
from aboue, that he might helpe anie weaker 
then himlelte wherein he could it he would re- 

vire helpe in diltrefle of one [tronger then him- 
felfe. So that he extending the bowells of mercie 
ro euerie one, found mercie himtelte. And he ob- 
tained cleannefſe of hearr by his continuall good 
employments for himlelfe and others ( for idle 
men are for the moſt part vncleane)lo that he was 
firtro contemplate tharſoueraigne good , which 
can onlie be diſcerned by a pure and cleare vt» 
derſtanding . And certaivlythere could not but 
the laſt gift of wiſedome be infuſed of the holy 
Gholt into ſo pure an vnderitanding , to pacihe 
and moderate the whole man, and to makehim 
the ſonne of God, I meane inlikeneſle. And who 
duſt ſpeake this, vnletſe the naturall ſonne of 
God had given this honour tothe lonnes of men 
dy his merits? 

Archangel confirmed in this peace and tran- 
quillitie ot minde, was able to futtaine all aduer- 
fities and perlecutions for Chrilts ſake and for = 
ſice. O ſauoury and ſweete wiſedome, how fews 
know thee, how happie are they that raltit, and 
erinke our of it a lober drunkennetſe 1 Howvn- 
knowneare ſuch men to the world, whole fim- 


ple andtrue Chriitianconuerſation no man eabl 
magketh 


223 | THE LIFE OF THEREVE FaTyrx, 
marketh*?Hauing receiued this gitc,he waslweer 
and gratious to all in his conuerlation, readiety 
make himlielte common to all , |not verie leugr 
bur gentle,and tul of compaſſion, towards al, pe- 
forming all chinges, not 1a dilicaction of anxig- 
tie, butin the lolid and true vnitie of charitie,. 

Chriſt Joued this taichtull {ldiour, being en- 
ducd with vertue trom aboue, as he was lougd 
tn this world of his Father, and lo conlequently 
ſcar. him not to temporall ioyes , but to great 
combates, not to honours burto dilgraces and 
contempts, notto reſt but to labours, not to rg 
pole butto bring forth much fruic in patience. 
So hauing diſpoled in his hart his ſcale of alcet- 
ſions, he wentfrom vertue to vertue, and lawe 
the God ot Gods in Sion, inthe molt ſecretere- 
trait of his minde, in the botrome of his loule, 
afrera manger not knowae toall, Rilg here and 
be enlightned g Hieruſalem, I ſay o dEuout lou- 

Je , becauſe the glorie of our Lord is rilen vpon 
thee, and rhou art brought euen ro behold his 

Highnelſle, {tearing thee with the light, thou at 
raptinto ch+ lovely and intinite abitle of his diu- 
nitie, and broughcintoa moltcleare knowledge 
of thy owne nothing . True peace and true i0ye, 
are miniltred vnto thee, and the hre of teruent 

-prayer inflaming che temple of thy {oule , draw- 
ing all thy forces and faculties-ro 1t,, that thou 

anaigſt there) adore God in ſpirit and truth . Let 

the milt of earthly conſiderations be farre hence, 
and ghe imokeot warldlic wiledame, There bus 

TTY 7 | praile 
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raile and glorie be to thee ( o wiledome of the 
tacher) becauſe thou haſt mulriplied theſe rhy 
gifts in this religious brother, for all things are 
gouerned by thy wiledome, 

Since now we haueſeene thee (o Archangel) 
ſo richly furniſhed with the: gifts of the holie 
Ghoſt, we willnowe lee how well thar precious 

olden chaine of vertues which Sr. Peter made, 

doth become thee, that of thele radiant and ſhi- 

ning rings ſet together, thou maieſt be adorned 

asit were with aregall prelent. For who can de- 
nie it io be dueto thee, when thou halt valiant- 
lie ringedand hemmedin them allthe pawers of 
thy foule , and haſt laboured to lubdue rnordw 
nate paſſions in thy neighbours, & wn-thy charge 
commurred to thee,not only admimitred ns 4 
as minilters of words were wont ro doe, neither 
haſt ſhewed a taith deſtirute of workes and other 
vertues, but as a Chriſtian Catholique mname 
and deed, halt minittred in faith vertue , in ver- 
tue knowledge, in knowledge abſtinence, in ab- 


« ſtinence parience, in parience pierie, in pietie loue 


of brotherly fellowſhip, in loue of brotherly tel- 
l owſbip charitie, with all which verrues beingar- 
tended, thou canitnor be called blind nor teetiag 
with the hand (thy way) but thar thou being girr 
with verrue, treading the right path, thou halt at» 
rived atthe place of heauenly ret. 

And thou. (a S. Peter): hauing beene bound 
with thole dreadfull chaines in ludea, wherem 
thou waſt kept will death, bait well deſexned ro 


make 
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make this glorious chaine for the benehr of pg: 
ſteritie. Obtaine o BI. Apoſtle by thy prayers heb 
pe from aboue, that we may be girt and adorned 
with ir. This thy doQtine hath a {weete ſound 
bur it 1s ſharpe to the Lukewarme , who forget 
their old offences,the weight whereof, as ir were 
chaining cordes, doth pull them downe into the 
pirt of hell . | Bur our moſt wile and iuſt Archaty 
gel, hauing| folowed thy wholfome doftrine, 
when he ſhall behold thee a neaze affeour of the 
reat fudge, and vyeare this ineſtimable chain, 
he certainely {hall haue thy hand co helpe him, 
androdrawehim to the plorie of heauen, where 
he ſball ſecurely triumph. | 
This chaine (0 my brother) worneabour thy 
necke., made ot ſuch radiant precious ſtones of 
vertues, doth now {end forth a great luſtre into 
theeyes ofthe beholders, which we doe deuout- 
lie reuerence,, when as thou doeſt offer irto vs 
to beimbraced with a holy imiration, Therefore 
thou art bleiled and ſhalt be forever, who haſt re- 


ceiued more of God, then thou couldſt aske or; 


hopefor; Honour and glotie be co him, of whom 
being moſt mightie and {ſtrong , thou halt beene 
ſoſweetly foſtered in great preuenting grace , as 
allo/lublequenr, thatthou greweſt to tt;at firengrth 
that thou didlt nor leeme eo rrangrelle one trle 
or yot of the rule of Sr, Francis, obleruinge it 
wholy both ſn formall preceprs & equipollents, 
tn all the holeſome admonitions and ſweete ex- 
hortations of it : yea he oblerued the Conſtitu- 

| | cloNs 
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tions of the order, and diuers ordinances of Su« 
periours , made according as occalion of tinrs xe» 
quired,as exaQly as human frailtie can doe, with 
molt rigorous endeauours , and euer reſpeted 
them wath all filiall reverence: 

No man can hardly performe thele things, vn- 
eſſe he be able ro ling with the ſpouſe in the Can- 
ticles ro the eares of her beloued, His left hand is 
wmder my head, and bis right hand shall embrace me. 
His lett hand is vaderthe head of the ſpoule,leaſt 
the feruour of faith growe lukewarme in her. 
Farre beit, that{he hurt ir, but as a ſubcill and 
watie [erpent,keepe the head of his faith late and 
found, But his right hand embraceth hisſpoule, 


| that ſhe doth nor only keepe the commaunde- 
ments and lawes of God, bur alto endeauourech 


roexecute the Counlels of ſupererogatios accor- 
ding to her vowe , not without much inward 
rezoycing and exultation of ſpiric, and fo rejoy- 
ceth to offer herſelfe, aliuing and pleaſing ſacn- 
fice co God , in all reaſonable leruices . The left 
hand is vnder the head of the ſpoule in time of 
tribulation, and the right hand cheriſhing her in 
time of conlolation, By enterchange of both Fa. 
Archangel kyewe what is the hole pleaſing and 
perfet will of God, by which experience he be- 
came in ſome manner perfeQ , and not a litle 
praQtiſed-in ſpirituall lite, and conuerſantin-the 
mylticall praCtile of it. Praile and thankes be gi- 
uen to the inbyice power of God, who. choſe 
this his (eruant, and made him rotor 


= 
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himfelfe, having made him to be willing ang to 
be able and potent in Chriſt Ielus our Lord, 


Archanzel ts ſent to Dixmnnde, there he cons 
nerteth more then three hundred Scotich- 
wen from hereſie to the Catholique faith, 
He compoſeth a fedition tiſen betweent the 
Spaniards and the Scotichmen , He falleth 

"ke of his Liſt difeaſe. 


THE XXVIIL. CHAPTER: 


a, 


N the mearie while, the Reuerend Pronift! 

ciall of the Cappucins, exhorted him in thit 
manner ſaying. GoeFa, Archangel whether thy 
ſpeedie obedience doth inuite thee, that now thy 
© end approaching (if we beleiue the words of thy 
mother) thou maielt like 4 torch almoſt ſpent, 
ſend forth more cleare lighr, both by thy ardout 
in preaching the word of God , andin attractive 
example of lite. The compamies and bands of fo 


diours of thynation, who are in darkeneſle and | 


languilh with hunger of the foode of the heauen- 
lie word, doe want the foode and reliefe of thy 
doQrine; yea and they hane the Tame common 
tongue, they will not refule thee being well 
kijowne. Thou art expetted and inuted to Dix- 
mund, inthe Weſt part of Flanders , thou ſhalt 
be welcome to the burgeſſes, and to thy countri- 
inen thete . A'hatveſt of ſoules yeaireth for thee, 

ral fy a great 
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1 great matter of joye to the angelical' quires, 
when finners are conuerred 1s to be effefted by 
thee. Haſten thy pace, whetre thy rongue, rake 
courage againſt all difficulties whatloeuer ſhall 
riſe, God will proſper thy laboursinthe begi 
ning and end; whar fruift and good ſuccefle tol- 
lowed we fuppoſe it is not vnknowne. | 
For whereas in the yeare 1606.a certaine num- 
 berof Scotiſh men came into Flaunders to ferue 
the Princes of the Loue-countries, and were ſent 
as it were into gerrifon to Dixmund,' with abour 
a thouſand Spaniſh ſoldiours, and moſt part of 
theſe Scoriſh men brought vp in herefie , were 
ſbrewdly corrupted with it, it was a matter wor- 
chie the labour , anda verie necefſarie employ- 
ment (when 28 God hath giuen euerie one chars 
5 of his neighbour) to reduce and bring home 
Feofe poore fheepe, fcattered and ſtrayed from 
the flocks. And whowas htter ro vndertakethis 
charge, then” Archarigel, who was ſufficier 
prepared for it by the gift of ſcience, and buthe 
with {mgular charitie to doe lo holie 4 worlke? 
He was therfore ſentro preach ro theſeſoldjorrrs; 
armed with the merit ot obedience, and rtheloue 
of the common good, and-in a ſhorrtime by the 
[yveerte word of God, by his holefome dof@rine; 
andefpecially by his ſingular example of life, and 
mature and diſcreet gs , he wonne #'whole 
band of more rhen three hundred , and | 
them ro the Catholique faith, nor all at once, bur 
by lizle and litle, 'in perlwading nowe one, row 
an other: 


b 
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an gther: behides abour eighteene of bis count. 
men which he gained at Mennen in the lame 
journey, W hen he had wonne chemto be Caths- 
liques , he kept them in that diſcipline at Diz 
mand: by the authoricie of his nobilitie , and 
ſbarpe reprehenhion of the offendours, that al 
the citizens and neighbours of that place, did 
much wonder atthem, and wereexceedingloath 
£0 be depriued of to well ordered and well beh& 
ued. loldiours . So he reitored lolt fight to the 
blind, wanvering from the way of truth, orif 
they neuer had fight, he prepared and quickned 
they hghtsto them wherewith Chriltis leene, 
He appealed a ledicion whichrole amongrhe 
Spaniſh and Sco.i{h loldiours, which were in gar 
rilon.For whiles he attendedin the beginningro 
the gaining of che loules of his councriemen, he 
heard 4 loldzour crie, anda great alarum: and 
haitning co lee whatir {tould be, he found both 
ſides readic to enter combarte one with an other, 
There was nothing wanting bartthe gne which 
was-r0 be giuen by the Capuaines on both hides, 
which-when he lawe, he calt himlelte into the 
midſt on/his knees, his armes {trerched in the 
manner of a Crolle , and cogether with his com» 
panion praying and. exhoriung them to peace, 
aging lomertumes {yyeectly ro them , lomett- 
mes terrify.ng them, one while in his mother 
tongue, an TT while in the french tongue, At 
lait fie preuailed lo much with them, has they 
forbore. this bloudiecombate, which they were 
| cucn 


| 
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euenentring into,and became quier. Thecitizens 
belought co ſtay the Cappucins, thar they ſhould 
norpur themlclues inroſo manifeſt daunger, but 
the loue of God and our neighbour is held by no 
bands . For this a& of exceeding charirie, the 
Prince,and altothe Gouernour ot the Weſterns 
part of Flaunders, who was called Count Frede- 
ric van den Berg, gaue great thankes to ta, Ar- 
chang-l and to God, for the benefit obrained by 
him.'W hereupon Archangel obrained that grace 
ot the Prince, thathe pardoned ac his earnelt in- 
ſtance, rhe chiete authours of rhis commotion, 
who wereto hane beene puniſhed with death tor 
lo great an oftence. Brocher Adam of Liſle, who 
was [tillin companie of fa, Archahgel in this tour- 
ney, auowed in the preſence of his Superiour, all 
this to have beene done by Archangel: He reitt- 
heda'to, that the Minorits, who were atDix- 
mind at that :1me, who entertained ta, Archan« 
gel in their, Convent, did fo relpe& and reue- 
rence him, thatthey were wholy guided and go- 
uerned by him, percetuing (as _ related them- 
telues) thatthe prelence ot the holie ghoſt did dt- 
1ecthun, and moſt euidently maniteſt irleltein 
all his ations, 

£No citizenor toldiourat Dixmund, could ever 
obiame lo much ot him, asro come to theirta» 
ble, rough they were neuerto importune} non 
the Gouernour himlelte . Bur he was euer con- 
rented with. one meale a day , and thata fmall 
one, leeking quiet rerraic, and itudying for the 
I11 recouerſe 
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recouerie of pooremisbelicuing loules ; And hig 
ſtridt faſting,did afford him time to pray & ſtudie, 
The Gardian of thatplace, a wile and learned 
man, did lay (as ic were ding) thar Archangel 
would not live long, but that God would ( 
dily render him the reward of his labours and 
trauailes, At midnight while he was at his accu» 
ſKomed prayers and deuotions , he ſeemech to 
heare with the eare of his ſoule,that he was thus 
admoniſhed by holiz ialtiaQ, O fa,Guardian Ars 
chingel returne now, having fulhlled thy obes. 
Gience, re.u;ne to Feneramund to thy ſonneg, 
that thou mayelt comfortthem a while. For the 
time of chy departure is ar hand, and thy:mother 
expeQeth thee with inceſſint prayers powred 
forch ro God, Thy eider brother with his Sera« 
phicall companions, hauing S, Francis for their 
head, prepare for thy meeting, to the end ihat 
they may 1ytully receive an exiled of Chriſt , & 
briag a {ouldiour of Chriſt, to the throne of his 

happie countrie and ecernall ſeate, 

Hauing therefore atchieued this noble worke, 
and having gotten che yitorie againſt che enemie 
of mankind, he recurned trom Dixmund ( retoy- 
cing much 11 [piritY to his owne Conuent, being 
mott welcome to them and expected, But by the 
diuine prouidence lo diipoſtng it, he went a litle 
after ro| W aeltmunter , 1carce two leagues from 
Teneramund, to doe ſome feruice to the inhabit» 
tanrs of that place, according to their requeſt, 
W here whe as the infeQtious lickneſle did raigne, 
| which 
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which diſcale our countrimen cal the gift of God 
(becaule ic is {ent by the ſingular providence of 
God) and God would not that this his ſeruanc 
ſhould be wichour this gitt, that the wicked may 
lee when che {courgeapproacheth to the tabernas» 
cles of che iuſt , how iuſtly they are to feare pus 
nilhment, and toreturne by dotng penance, be- 
caule as the Prophete Hieremy fic » Behold they 
Thoſe tudgment Was not to drinke the cup, drinkmg 
Shall drinke, and shalt thou be left innocent? Thou 
{halc no: be innocenr, but drinking ſhalt drinke. * 
Andis there ſuch a lcourge in the houle ,of God 
for the iu{t ? For the Pagans did vpbraid this to 
Chriſtians, and ſeemes to inſult with pecuiſhre- 
prootes ouer them, when the faithfull Prelates 
ſaid, that God did iconrge and plague their em- 
perours for the effuſion ot Chriitian bloud , and 
that they telt batiſhment inflicted vpon them 
more cruell the death, Were there anie Chri- 
{t:as{ ſaid they) which were exempred morethen 
Geurilstrom raging tempeſts, from plague, fa- 
mine, and {uch calamities? 

Pontius Diaconns doth make St. Ciprian ex« 
cellenrly replying ro them . Some are troubled 
that we haue the ſame morralitie as others , but 
what jsthere in this world , which 1s not com» 
mon to vs with others, as ſong as wee are cloa- 
thed in the ſame fleſh with them,accordingtothe 
law2 of our firlt natiuitie? yea if a Chnſtandoe 
well vnderſtand and knowe , vpon what condis 
tion or Jaiye heis to beleiue, he 18 ro knowe, that 

| I112 
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he muſt endure more in this world then others 
whereas he isto haue' a greater combate with the 
tentation of the Devill. But whar dilparitie rherg 
ts, berweene thole {courges, which ſeeme equals 
lic te-befat both, ipthe 1wdgement of the Gentis 
les, hedeclareth afterw ard, faying.Manie of ours 
diein this mortalitie, that is leaue this world, but 


| this morralicieas it is a plague ro theTewes and 


Genules, (o is a healthtull and happre departure 
for the ſeruants of God,. Fherefore 1 his Inuecs 
tiveagainſt Demerrius the Proconlul, Sc. Cyprian 
doth vie manie goldenlenrences, feruing to this 
purpol2, which I could with Fand others could 
call cominde in time of aftiQtion.. Among other 
things he ſaith, They haue noe grief or forrowe 
for preſent mileries, who haue a ſtrong conhden« 


ceof having furure happineſſe. Finally, laith he; 


weare neither dilamaied nor diſcouraged, neither 
doe we murmure in anie calamitie or afttiftions 
of our bodies, and living alwaies rather in [putt 
then in fleſh, .we doe ouercome the infirmitie of 
the bodie, with firmitie and ſtrength of foule, And 
doe ye thinke that we doe luffer aMiQion equal- 
you, when yee fce wee ſuſtame it farre 
otherwiſe? Yee are tran{ported with crying and. 
eoplaining by impatience, and we put on a noble 
endreligiousparience , Which is quiet and grate» 
fyltin the prelence of God . For thereſt Lieferre 
the Readerto the authour, | 
' Fhis good fa. finding at his returne an vnuſuall 
burning heate of his bodie , began to growe hor 
| ; ' in 
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in his ſoule, longing after his beloned {ayecte [o- 
ſus. Hauing recouered his Conuent he called his 
ſonnes to him , andaftera Jouing exhorwation, 
and a benediQion of a farewell belted vpon 
them, in tewe words by realon of death approa- 
ching, he tooke the Sacraments with ioye and 
exuitatzon. W hy ſhould he feare todie,wholear- 
ned to die fo often, when his feete were now 
ltanding 1n the gates of Hierulalom-paſſing wil- - 
lin ly by the gares of death, by which there was 
a plealant entricinto the {uppingplaceor parlour 
of Hierulalem ? His brechren tee himin a hort 
burning kc of a feuer , and his Rrengthand his 
Ipeech failed him. The Phiſitians vpon good ad- 
uice, and likewiſe at the iitance of che licke per- 
fon, counſel him to be remoued toa backe houſe, 
which was a good diſtagcetrom the Conuent,to 
preuent danger of iafeQion. How manie wane 
and m how divers manners, 1s a true Chriſtian 
exerciſed of Godin thislife , that being aftlicted 
In fewe things, he maybe well diſpoſed in manie 
things , that God may 6nd him worthie of him- 
ſelfe ? Bur what arerhe lufterings of thislife , in 
reſpet of the glorie ro come, which aur metci- 
| full God lenderhito hisgle& , our of his infinire 
loue, that he doth (that cham ſo ſpeake) often 
bethinke himlelfe, whether he ſhall laytbisor 
that czolle, vpon this orthat man, and lo macer- 
taine manner feareth, leaſt ſo profiens a preſent 
be negleRed, or the Crofle which is of luch va- 
lue, be ſhaken off from our laſie ſhoulders? Whepy 
Jil 3 fore 


fore Archangel hauing atrue feeling hereof, was 
readie euen to the brinke of old decaying ape, to 
ſuffer humbly and cheerefully with Telus, which 
prompt will and affetion'of his, without doubx 
ſhall hauc the recompenſe & reward due vnto it, 


The couſummation and'death of Archangel. 
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T He king of heauen tooke the dearefoule of 
his pilgrimro him, as his feeble bodie was 
nowe carried in the midli of the garden , vpon 
the bridge which js oner/the brooke . O happie 
foule, goe thon out of thy earthly garden of rhe 
Cappucins, to the pleaſant gardens of the hea- 
uenly Paradice! And thon which left vg vpon the 
brooke, be thon abſorpr vp in the immenſefloud 
of the Diuinitie? Than which on earth waſt rur- 
moiled with manie conflits, by meanes wherof 


thou waſt free from the bodily defires, beingac Þ 


cuſtomed in the palace of thy minde, 'ro arcerfd 
only to divine wiſedome, bur now hauing atrat- 
ned a placefilent from all earthly cares, reioyce 
and triumph in the contemplation of the Deitie, 
and in erernall delighrs{ In nor vnlike manner, 
and euen by the ſame dileaſe,did God call the be- 


Joued foule of Sr. Lewes kingof France to him, 


who died in a ſtrange land. He alſo embraced 
him raking him ont of his armie, which was en- 
camped againſt the enemic; Sweete was this em- 
| bracing, 
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bracing, and the gifr of this diſeale was worthie 
to be embraced, He that can conceiue this , let 
\. him conceiue. 

Thoſe that loue Cod,and have taſted the ver- 
tue of the Crofle, vaderitand well what I ipeake, 
O infinice treaſure and benefit of anie tribulation 
lutferea for Chriſt! O gaine knowne to fewe,and 
{weeteto few! Heare S. Andrewe crying, Suffer 
me nor © Lord to be taken downe from the 
Croſle, by the wicked iudge, becaule | have ac- 
knowledged the vertue of the holie Crotle. Will 
ye lexprefſe my lelfe in one word ? If our Ar- 
changel had raited a hundred dead, if he had cu- 
redall ficke perſons of his time, I ſhould not ef- 
reeme all chis co be valued with his labours and 
trauailes from his youth, which I haue declared . 
to you, {f you will nor beleiue me, beleive Saint 
ChryſcRome laying. To ſuffer for Chriſt , is'a 
gitt of greater admuration,then to raile the dead, 
and to worke miracles: For doing theſe I am'a 
debtour ro Chriſt, burin the other I have Chrilt 
my debtour, Therefore we are to thanke God 
much for our brother Archangel , who was fo 
our and fairhfull in ſuſtaining the Crofle of Ie- 
* fus. The weight of glorie which he hath obtai- 
ned is greater thencan be valued. For it a prout- 
dent and1utt maiſter of a familie, be carefull fo 

ue his labourer his hire, in the euening when 
e telteth from worke, how much more wil the 
heuenly maſter and father,be caretul to performe 
his promiſe to his ſeruaut? Reioyce in the Loxd 
Iit 4 0 ys 
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© yeiuſt, make your dayes of feſtiuitye with bim, Y m 
and thou Sonne withthy mother , thinke ſome. 
ries of vs, and of the Senate and people of Ant. | BR 
werpe and Teneramund, where thou didſt end } 
thy dayes, who harboured and fatored the | Tt 

| being ancxiled perſon, and likewiſe thy deate | f 
morher, | ( 

Fhis religious man Archangel, was buriedin } | 
the yeare 1606. in the 26, yeare of his age, in the | * 
bodie of the Cappucins church ar Teneramund, 
; neare tothe holie water veſſel. After he was tranſ- 
lated to the common burying place of the other 
brechren, who reſterh ſweetly in our Lord, held 
mantully the ſterne of faith , now hath 6xed his 
anchour of hope in a ſafe roade, and hath placed 
His (hip Jaden with rich merchandiſe,in the long 
wiſhed for hauen, It is 2 thinge not vnworthie 
the obleruation , that the father and mother of 
Archangel, andhe himlelfe, dyed the ſame yeare 
2606. one after an other, who did all of themre. 
cclue their reward, according to their workes: 
the mother andthe ſonne, both iuſt and full of 
conltancie ſhall Rand vp in the lalt day , againit 
thoſe who were the firit mouers and cauſers of 
their afliQtion., 
| His cruell father, when he heard that his law- 
full wife was dead. , he could not refraine to 
Wc-epe and {iy , O faithfull, and thrice faithfull 
Wite!,Q my deare Margaric, art thou departed 

+ This lite after ſo manie diitreſſes and trauells? 

He died & licle after ( which is much to be la- 
1 mented) 


? 
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mented) impenircenrt for his life palt. 

Some tewe dayes betore Archangel died , the 
Rcuerend father Michael of Arimini, was fent as 
Commillarie to theſe parts of the Lowe-coun- 
tries, to viſne the Prouinces of the Cappucins, 
firuate onthis fide the Alpes;who when he heard 
of the death of this moſt deuout father, he ſhed 
manie teares, lamenting much his death, though 
he {carce knewe bim, butby the fweete odour of | 
a good fame and reputation: and lo manie others 
were exceſſuelielorrie, out of much loue and 
compaſſion of the Prouince, which had ſuch a 
loſle, yea the remembrance of his life paſt , and 
his amiable conuerlation tempered with ſuch hu- 
malitie , did moue all that knewe him to moane 
- his deceaſe. I doe repeate againe his humilicie, 
becaulc he wasſo humble that he would tcarce 
ſpeakein his ownecaule; ſo humble that he vas 
neuer heard to ſpeake an idle word among his 
brechren, ſo fearefull leaſt he ſhould commu ante 
thing againſt the commandements of God and 
his Sautour: andnot only the commandements, 
but the counlailes of Euangelicall perteQion,thar 
he did offer dayly manie deaths of his fleſh and 
lenſualitie, as an-acceptable ſacrihce, ſacrificing 
himlelfe vpon the ſtraite and 8 alrar of true 
abneganion, fulhlling the word of our Sauiour. 
Vnlefſe the graine of Wheate falling mto the ground 
dye, at [elſe remaineth alone, but if it die, ut bringeth 
much fruit. Againe, if ame man Wil come after 
me, let hims denie him ſelfe, May not theretore cal 
Archan- 


4 


Archangel a Martyr, who chole todye fo ofien in 
| himſelte tor Chnſt? Moreouer, I may call the gi. 
ſcale by which he ended his life, a kind of (bining 
martyrdome by fre, which he ouercame by the 
fire of diuine charitie kindled in him, | 

O graine perte&ly dead ro the world, and toit 
ſelfe! o pure graine accordinge to the minde of 
our Sautour, which remained not alone in the 
earth, but brough: torth much fruit, W ho may 
not (ee, that he was acholen graine from the be- 
ginning, although it were couered wich a litle 
chaffe, and rough with the eare of the corne,' 16 


witt, nor as yet ſo purged from ſecular defires, 


rill he was fourteene yeares of age} Bur by Gods 
mercie proteQing him, this grune was not tro- 
den vpon and broken or bruled , becauſe it was 
purgedand cleanled ſeauentold by moſt apr mea» 
nes, How purea graine alſo his mother was, yg 
dog wellremember, alwaies fre{h and vigourous, 
alſo while and ſound, in profpericie and aduer- 
fitie , together with her noble brethren, Princes 
who are to be renowned to poſteritie : ſauing 
one only whom we baue heard forfooke the 
faith, not withour great mourning of his freinds 
and kinſmen, | and the domage 


And how came it to paſſe, bur becauſe he oid not 


\\hunne outwardly the companie of bad perions, 
8 was not ſo fearefull of this plague as he ſhould 
haue beene. Blefed is che man (laith the icriprure) 
Who 35 4lWaies fearefull , Ut is therefore mani- 
feſt by this diſcourle , that the graines of mer- 

| cis 
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ge are fo ſweerly diſpoſed of by the mercie of 
God, that the vnfruiafull cockle doth nor hin- 
der their fruiA, 

I wil nor omict 1n this place, the lone and chari- 
tie of a certaine religious Prielt, who was ſubiet 
tohim inthe Couent, who bore in his'armes this 
fa. Archangel when he gave vp the ghoſt, & ſhew- 
ed himlelte a lotring and fairhfull brother, that he 
would doe him this ſervice, which was accompa- 
nied with ſuch danger of death, by reafon of the 
contagion, He falowed him ſhortly after into an 
ocher life . His name was Michael of Louaine, of 
the familie of Wachelge. He being the only heire, 
for Chriſtsfake lefr his mothera widowe who is 
perliving, and hath offered this pledge of hers to + 
God for facrifice , and to her ſeltefor a renuncia- 
tion of the world , God exerciled this religious 
man Michael, with much fickneſle, and iriscre- 
dible not withouthegne of his loue , He vas of a 
linely and quicke witt and nature , and God will 
purge him in this manner from earthly co 
tions « He was well exerciſed in ſpiriruall direc- 
tions, having performed well the office of rhe 
maſter of the Nouices, He ouercame all indiſpo- 
tition of bodie, by the vertue and conrage of his 

-minde , ; | 

A mutuall loue alſo made one that yyasn 
profeſſed, Simplician the ſonne of a citizen of 
Antwerpe, to aſſiſt Archangel in his ſicknifle, 
who was ſimple inname & deed, who died with 
a Cheareful countenance reroycing alwaies in ſpi- 
rits 
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Tit. There aſſiſted him alſo with much afteQion, 


| though his ſtrength did noclecue him, Nicaſiug 


[who was of the tamilie of Vrebde, well knowng 


'n tkele countries, who continued to the enda 
aithfull Lay brother and humble ſeruant, in pro» 
curing almes and doing the {eruices belongingty 
him There was allo areligious Priett aFrench 
man by.nation, of moſt iweere behauiour , why 
. |ended his lite by helping bim. So while they cons 
gratulared one an other, one drewe on the othet 
as it were by the hand co the kingdome, of bee 
uen. So God who viſited bis tamulie, would nog 
take him away wirhout companie,aud in his pros 
-luidence he {ent two religious Cappucins Prieſty 
who in obedience to their Superigurs yolunta* 
ily vadertooke the care of the {icke. So we les 
truly what it is, tolay downe our lives tor ont 
brethren: for it pleaſe God, to prelerue thelg 
two andthe rel}, all ſafe and found, 

' The PropheteDauid did mourne for his þclo» 
ned {onne; flaine inan vahappie barcaile, ſaying. 
Q my brother lonatha, I mourne for thee, W hich 
doletull tpeech, 1 may vie tor thee (v brother Ar- 
Change]) ſince we are depriued of thy {o tweete 
and profitable conuerſation and amitic « W ho 

_can not but delice thy gratefull prelence , thy 
ſweete and hul:lome conferences, yet alwayes 
tealoned with ſalt ? who doth nor wiſh ro haue 

ns, to {tine alwayes before him? Who 

Would not be excited a treſh with the eminent 

| vertues 
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vettoes of thy patience and conſtance? O how 
ſoofteharh God haſtenedy to drawe thee our of 
the allvrements of this world, and the midit of 
the iniquirtes thereot ? It was nor needfull to 
provoke thee to pleaſe him, for thy ſoule was 
"24 do him , Therefore what hath pleaſed 
God, let irpleate vs allo . In the meane while, 
deare brother , ſing ioifully with iubilation co 
God, toyned in quire with thy mother . Sing (1 . 
fay) that of the Apoſtle. As the ſufferings of Chriſt 
abounded in ys, fo doth noW ous conſolation abound 
by Chriſt . F meane thoſe ſutterings which baue 
beene laid, notonly vpon thee, but vpon all Ca- 
tholiques in the kingdome- of Scotland, and the 
reſt of the Iles of Britannie, andalmoſt through 
all thole weſterne parts. In the midſt of which 
thou ſtoodeſt ſo much the more ſtout, becaule 
thou werr farther off from iniquirie . It is only 
iniquitie which ſeparateth vs from God, and ad- 
verſity which doth moſt {traitly joynevs to ham. 
. The example of che great Prophete Moyſes,doth 
wuneſfle this, who chole rather ro be afflicted 
with che people of God, then to haue theplea- 
ſure ot remporall {inne, elteeming the reproche 
of Chriſt ro be greater riches , then the treaſure 
of the Apyptians, for he looked to the hnall 
reward. 

Bleſfed be thy name (0. ſweet Ieſus) for thoſe 
whom thou haſt cauſed to be borne in this va« 
happie age, wherein they haue leene the” mile- 
ries of theic nation, in which thy fauhfull w__ 

v5 


Tz: THE LIFE Or TiHtREverR FAThrs | - 
beene. truly tryed, as we hope for their comegs |} * 

tion, but not to perdjtion . W hat harme.hayg 

theſe now who are fo departed, who were rea. 
dic to have ſuffered more if they had happened} 
Noweare the teares wiped from your eyes, now 
doth the griet continue no longer, there is nocrig 
nor mourning in your ſtreeres. Behold God hath 
mageallnewe, Reioyce therefore (0 Archangel) | 


£ 


jh our Lord, for he hath giuenthee the delices ot 


pins owne heart, 

Bur lome will lay, it is meruaile it this mans 
life hath beeve to vertuous, that God hath nat *' 
permitted him to ſhine with ſome miracles? We 

) anſ{were, thisis not neceſlarie tothe ſanctitie of, 
anie man. Miracles are done whenloeuer, and by 
whomit ſhall pleaſe God, to whom it only be- 
longeth ro worke miracles. If ar anie time th 
beneceſlarie, they are not for that end as though . 
they were aniepart of ſanQitie, but they lerus tor 
tcſtumonie to thoſe, who cither doubr of the 
{anRirie of anie Sain&, or to whom God will re- 
uealethat ſanRicie. Burtirt is euidenr, that Gods 
willis not that manie Sain&s ſhould be manife- 
Ted to the world, that he may honour them more 
in heauen, by how much they areleſle honoured 
onearth, Moreoue, they whoſe holie life is ſufft- + 
—_ knowne by good workes, need nor the _ 
P of miraculous fignes. So we readein the 
Goſpel, that Iohn Bapriit , the forerunner of out 
\Samour, did no miracle: likewiſe we reade of S, 
Lydumaa virgin of Schiedam, yea inthe gon | 
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: and freſh flouriſhing age of Sr. Francis , we doe 
" fade diuerle eminenc for{anfitic, and moſt ex- 
cellent for contemplation of diumethings, who 
did not {hine with thislight of muracles, as may 
| appear by the Chromcles which create of the lt- 
ues of the firſt ryelue diſciples of S. Francis. 

We doenot reade of anie miracles that were 
done by Bl. S. Egidius, who fell often into<x- 
takes and rauiſhments of ſpirit, whom when the 
Pope thar then was, found in ſuch anexcaſie that 
| ha could not be awaked, neither with ſharpe 
prickings, nor applying hot fireto- his bodie, 
. being commaunded by the verrue of holie obe- 
dicnce;to recurne againeto himſelfe.( by way of 
prophecying) he faid. Yee {ball haue no fgne 
of me, but the ſigne of Ionas: which words 
when no man viderſtood , they who di 
bis graue vnderſtood afterward, for in digging 
they found a marble {epulchre, in which the hi- 
ſtorie of Lonas was artificially engraven. 

We reade in our Chronicles in the time of 
Saint Francis, that a certaine Guardian called 
brother Perer, did manie miracles after his death, 
To whom Saint Francis comming to his fe» 
p__ {pake in this manner, . My: fonne and 
+ brother Peter, thou haſt alwayes beene obedienr 

ro me when thou didſt live, be now allo obe- 
dient to me after thy death . I commaund 
thee. by holie obedience , that thog ' ceale 
from doing miracles , that the-Brethren of this 
Conueat may be quiet and free from — 

COUrte 
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, rourle of people.,, and tlerus God m more 
hence and ſpiricuall retraift, The lonne obeyed 
» his father pretenily , and rhe miracles cealedy; 
| The inliiruce of the Seraphicall father hath now 
| beene approued by manie ages , and by the 
| chiefe Biſhops who haue declared it to bs 
rruly euangelicall, and wirneſſed by manie fas 
| mouspertons, both forſanQitie and glorie ofmi 
- racles, and theretore irneedeth no.moreproofeyy | 

| alchough by Gods holie oilpofition , there want 

; Not manie miracles, both to the church and td 

| ourocder inparticular . The ColleQion of which 

| ' 1s happily to cometorth veric ſhortly ro the view 

| obthe world. 2 

| Ithoughrtherefore it was notexpedient to ins 

fiſt inthele, buc ro prolecute my purpole in pros 
ducing plaine reitimonies of SanRiirie, But thole . 
gnes are, to Juffer willingly. eribulations fot | 
| Ehriſts fake, af which the Apoſtle doth ſometis 
, mes glone. Yea, God would haue himto be pro« 
ned by this ſ1gne,that he was a veſlcl of eleQtion; 
For when Ananias thoughrverie i] of Saint Paul 
and tharnotwichour 1ult caute; neiiher qurit ap» 
-proach neare to him, Goe faith Chriſt ro Anas 
Nias, fora veſlel of cleCtion is this man to mer 
carie my name before the Gentils and kings, an 
the children of Iracl, and Iwill ſhewe hum how 
geeacrhings he multſufferfor my name; Hereby 
doth our charicie moſt appeare. Not miracles; 
Surouly \charirie makes the leruanctes God, as S, 


Auguſtine ſpcaketh well vpon Saint Iohn, Wher 
” þ. "XL . ore 
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| fore Saint Paul fairly, tharall other rhings profit 
Vs nothing wjzhout charitie, no'not faick which 
canzemoue mountaines, nonot ro ſpeake with 
the tongues of Angels, nor the diſtribution of af 
our your ro the poore, all which though the 
Apoltle ſuppolech may be withourthzrirre , yet 
doth he after proouehimlſelte the ſervant of God, 
by thoſe tutterings which ke had pattently vnder- 
gone for Chrilts take, 11” . 
Toconclude, I ſay, that whereitis cuident, 
thac anie man harchliued according to the precept 
of the holie Goſpelb, in an approued religion as 
-Qurs is, certainlyhe needeth nocmiracles to pro- 
ue his lanQitie, becaule he hath an other ſufficient 
kind of proote of his fanQitic, The luriſts ſay, 
whete the intention of the parties ſufficiently 
knowne one way, it ſhould be fuperfluous tore- 
ce other proofes : For there is more ſaff&and 
urecredit to be giuen,totheeletion of aniethan 
orto his ſanQicie by this fore-faid kind of proofe, 
then if it were founded inmiracles. Forthe word 
of Chriſt is ſufficienec for the reftimonie of rheir 
{anftitie, who latth-,-Te are my friends . Againe, 
ye that haue left all and folowed. me . There 1s'no 
man which can iuftly doubr, whether Archa 
| were an euangelicall man in his life , after 
conuerſhon. Thegreateſt miracle tharis, is to le 
a man daily ſtand withour intermiſſion ouetce- 
ming him ſelfe. In doing miracles, man'isageb- 
tour r0. God, butin viorie of himſelfeand pro 
perabnegation ,» he hath God hisdebrour, if we 8 
Kkk belicus __ 
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| belieueSainr Chriſoſtome, The life of a good .. 
| bgious man, 182 continuall miracle of an vnblos. 
 cie martyrdome. Therefore 1 hope my labow 
| weil beitowed, in letting forth the life of this ho- 


he perſon, that I may take delight ro imitate him, 
whom Thane with much aftetion to comended, 
Neither (let it ſeeme ſtrange}, thar 1 a Lowe 
countrie man, doe ſo celebrate a Scortith man, 
principally him which hath for Gods caule for. 

; aken mis countrie, and choſe this from his yong 
| yeares, For m this countrie he hath ſhined to the 
' world, 3n education, conuerſation, Rare of life 
» and death, he hath ſhined(I lay like) amoſt ws 
| cant precious ſtone, he hath flouriſhed like's 
 tweete ruddicrole,and inſteed of a molt ſauorous 
leafoning , he hathrefrcſhedthe mmmdes of men 

' with his hone flowing diſcourſes, and yeclded 


/ an odour hke a white lilie, 1n which reſpe&Ql. 


| may rather call him a Lowe-countric man, ota 
| Flemming, thena Scotiſhman, who allo cour- 
tailed his mother to abandon Scotland, depraued 
| with hereſie,and to retire herſelfeinto Flaundens, 
| where jhe and hereldeſt lonne alio ended thei 
hues, So wereade of Saint Fodocus the ſonne of 
'a king of Britznnie and Scot)and, who came into 
theleparts with| his ſifter, and hues moſt holily, 
and hereended his lite, He was not afterward re- 
puted tor a Scotiſh man, but for one of our na- 
tion and honoured in our prayers: after whom 
manie were called by the name of Iodocus, Who 
kuoweth whether this Archangel be not mn 
| & 
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ded from this holie perſon, eſpecially by the mo- 
chers fide, by reaſon of the royall itemme of the 
Sruarts, to which he 1s toyned? 

W herefore nor [, bur all the orthodoxe focie- 
ties of Brirannes, and the congregation of Cap- 
pucins of this Countrie, ough: wultly ro fhewe 
denotionin powring forth their prayers and wi- 
ſ\h:s in honour of chis bleſſed ſoule , laying. God 
be with thee moſt ſweere Archangel. O newe 
ligkr of noble Brabane, foſtgr child of the noble 
citie of Antwerpe, ornament ofthe Lowe-coun- 
tries, honour of Flaunders, bright ſhiningRarre 
of Scotland! o fragant and ſweere plant of rhe 
Cappucins, our of which yong buds doe yer 
{proute! o frui&full tree, which hath broughr 
forth pleaſant fruit, contaynng inirthe molt li- 
uely aple of lo vigorous alcede; O goodly itruc- 
cure, which being raiſed vpon a lowe and hum- 
_ ble foundation, doth rouch the roote of heauen! 
Bleſſed be thy entrie into the land of the linings 
Blefled be thy labours, and the examples of lighr 
which chou haſt ſhewed'rto vs. God graunt we 
may merit tofolow them, and thee in them, and 
ſo conſequently les thee ſhining as a glonous 
brighc ſtarre to all eternirie, 

I vaworthie and poore Prieſt, which write chis, 
{awe much ofthis with mine eyes, and as it were 


rouched them with my hands, being fo euident- 
lie palpable , Some things I had of my brothers, 
who are true witneſſes and relatours of that 
which they knowe, and ſome fewe things of per- 

Kkk z (ons 
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ons of good cred; : fo that there 1s no' doubr of | 


the whole ſtorie, Yet notwichitanding for th 
þerter confirmation of truth , by the manie teſt 


monies of &iuers religious Prieſts and brethren, ! 


Hent to Rome by the commandement of our verie 
'R, Father Generall, I chought good to ler downe 
1c or tivo,, Thefirlt was, of the verie Reuerend 
| Father Cornelius of Recantum, inthele words, 
I doe ratite the wonderfull conuerſion,, and not 
only laudable, but eminent converſation of R. F, 
Archangel a Scotiſhman, and the yonger Cappt- 
cin, of which I haue b2enc informed by witneſles 
'beyondexceptiion, and lawemanie things with 
mine oyvne eyes: lo that for acertaine ipace of 
time, his molt exemplarie lite was well knowne 
10-Vs. Fr. Cornelius ot Recant, 
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CHAP. I. 


Eo . Archangels countrie , and bis mothers 
RING hindred. pag. 3. 

, Chap. 2. F, Archangels focke by the 
*& Fathers ſide. His father infetted with be- 
refie . His fathers hate towards his mother for bet 
fanh: and his purting of her aWay for that cauſe.The 
vnfortunate maniages of perſons of dixerſe religions. 
p48. 6, 

Chap. 2. The dizerſe perſecutions and prattiſes, 
yſed againſt the mother of F. Archangel.p.1t. 

Chap. 4. NeWe 4ttempres t0 take aWay the life 
of this matron, and nee plotts to depriue her of ber 
honour:and likewiſe the tentation of denils. p. 13. 

Chap.s. The Father of Archangel taketh him from 
his mother to be brought vp mm hereſie: but the mother 
giveth not over her care of ber ſonne. p. 15, 

Chap. 6. The mother 1s carefull of the good of hey 
ſoune, the brother of Arcbangell , He goeth into the 
LoWe- countries, becometh 4 Cappucine , and endeth 
his life piouſly in the order , before the coming of bis 
brother. p.20. 

Chap. 7, The deuotion of the mot noble Duke of 
Parms 
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parms Alexander Farneſio , towards this order of 5,” | 
Francis. p32. 

+ | Chap.$. Archangel is convertedto the Catholique 
faith . His father ſeeketh to divert him from ut by 4 | 
Fuſe, who W45 41 bererique. pls. 

, Chap. 9. Archangel bebaueth bimſelfe lik e a Woer, 
n eis inuired to the Seraphicall order by an ynuſuall 

ifion,and caketh bis leaue of his ſpouſe, Whom he per- 
f aded to become 4 Catholique. p. 29, 

Chap. 10. Archangel takethb bis flight, and ex- 
changing his cloaths With a poore sbepheard, forſa- 
keth bis fathers houſe. p. 35. 

Chap. 11, His voiage co AntWerpe, Where be Was 
cat into priſon « W hat happened to the poore yong 
shepheard . There is great enquirie made after hum, 
P48» 4s0, | 

Chap.12.Theyong mans kinſmen,doe ſetke to're- 
uengethe loſſe of this young man, by the death of bis 
fatbers concubine,to Whom they impute his death, but 
ehe aac Margarete hindreth them. Þþ. 4.4. 

hap. 13. W bat Archangell did While be Was in 
pr a hat be did after his deliverie, HoW be grewe 

ted With the Cappucins, among Whom he 
Would bane beene & lay brother, but byrbeir aduiſe he 
followerh bis ftudie. p. 46. 

| Chap. 14, How diligent be Was in bis ſtudies: hop 
conftant in concealing his birth: and ly frequently 
be viſited the Cappucias, p.5l. 

' Chap. 15. His progreſſe in ſtudies, by the almes & 
belpe of LeWis Claris . He onercomerh manie other 
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Chap. 16. For phat reaſons this yorg ran made 
choice of the order of S, Francis, His conuerſation 4- 
mongit the Cappucins : and his conitancie and beba- 
aour 1 bis Nomce-ship. p. 57. 

Chap.17. He maketb bis proſeſsion, and followeth 
his ſtudies. His good life and manners , after his pro- 
feſs10n. þ. 64+ 

Chap. 18. Of bis outward compoſition and fernox 
1m prayer. p.bg. | 

Chap. 19+ What courſe be kept is his fiudier, 
and W1th hoy manie mortification be Was exerciſed. 

ay. 75. 
: "4 He is remoued from the Conuent of 
Bruges, becauſe his cotntrie-men lay in Waue for bim. 
pag. 8; | 
Chap. 21. Of the connerſion of 4 certaine noble 
Scottish man to the faith: and of bis promotion to be 
a Prelate. p.87. 

Chap. 22. The coming of the mother of Archan- 
gell into the LoWe-countries. þ. 94 

Chap. 23. Fa. 4rcbangell i placed at AntWerpe. 
His mother followed bim thither, and What things 


happened to bum there. p. 98, %, | 
Chap. 24. The hand-maide of the Ladie Mar- 


garete, becometh denote to Ged, of the order of Saint 
Brigit, W bat happened to the ſpouſe of Archangel, 
left for God ſake. p. 103. 

Chap. 25. The death of the mother of B., Ar= 
changell, and the conſtancie of both of thems therin, 


P4g. 107, 
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Chap. 26. 'Of holy grearexpetation 4rchangelt 
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: ich the gift of the oe, beſt z and of other 
Fertnes. þ. 120. 
©? Chap. 28. Archangell is ſent ro Dixmunde, there 
"be conuerteth more then three hundred Sconshmen 
bereſie to the Catbolique faith . He compoſeth a 
dition 11ſen betWweene the Spaniards andthe Scotish- 
men. He falleth fickg of bis lasþ diſedſegpag. 126. 
Chap. 29, The conſurmation 4p death of Av- 
' changel, P49, 13+ 
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